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DAYTIME TV—-NO. 1 DILEMMA 


New Howls on Legit Tix Famine As 
Bette, Hepburn, Sullavan Shows Due 


Broadway appears likely to be+- 


in for another of its periodic hub- 
bubs over dearth of tickets at the 
boxoffice for new shows. At least 
three incoming productions, all 
with top-draw femme stars and 
heavy theatre party: bookings, are 
expected to set off the howls this 
time. 

Most extreme case may be “The 
Millionairess,” Theatre Guild pro- 
duction of a Shaw comedy, with 
Katharine Hepburn starred. Not 
only is the actress a proven b.o. 
magnet, but the show is in for a 
scheduled 10-week run, approxi- 
mately three weeks of which will 
include Guild subscription. Theatre 
parties and initial response to a 
mail order ad that appeared Aug. 
24 will probably use up the ticket 
supply for virtually the entire run. 

In this case, there will likely be 
a bitter squawk from the brokers, 
who may be limited pretty much 
to what they can get from “diggers” 
or a few returned seats from par- 
ties. It's assumed that if Miss Hep- 
burn gets good notices (as she did 
in London, where the play itself 
was more or less dismissed), she 
may-consent to extend the run a 
few weeks, but not much beyond 
that. The. show .opens Oct. 17 at 
the Shubert. ' 

Bette’s Song & Dance Bow 

Another entry figured likely to 


tue letters to the editors and gen- 


eral uproar is “Two’s Company,” 
the James Russo-Michael Ellis re- 


. Vue in which film star Bette Davis 


will make her song-and-dance de- 
but on the stage. This production, 
due Dec. 4 at the Alvin, has sched- 
uled 35 parties, including five 
matinees, through Feb. 11. Not a 
Single evening show is available 
for boxoffice sale before Dec. 20, a 
Saturday. Approximately two 
weeks are open after that (pre- 
sumably they will be snapped up by 
mail orders) and then a similar sit- 


(Continued on page 20) 


Bway Has Ist Hit—From 
Faraway Bali; Its Dancers 
Take Play Away From Legit 


- Broadway has its first hit this 
season, from the most unexpected 
of sources—faraway Bali. The Dan- 
cers of Bali, group of dancers and 
fusicians imported from Indonesia 
or what looked like a prestige, 
ted-draw engagement, opened 
a the Fulton, N. Y., last Tuesday 
6), and the novelty of the season 
7" turned into a smash hit. 
ol roupe had a $50,000 advance 
a unusual in itself. It got rave 
at rm Wednesday, with long lines 
as € boxoffice the next two days 
ha Wednesday night the 
Sion 4 had the limit in standees, 
. _ has been the rule since. 
Ven tlonday morning (22). the 
jan engagement was prac- 
ecatter _— out, except for a few 
Sone ed locations, Upstairs is all 
Company of 45 was imported by 
‘Continued on page 20) 








‘video’s effect on films as 





Father Jordan’s Tour 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Max Jordan, who quit broadcast- 
ing a few years back to enter the 
priesthood, is due in this country 
next week to begin a nationwide 
lecture tour. He starts in Chicago 
Oct. 5. 

Father Jordan was NBC’s corre- 
spondent in Austria prior to the 
war. Later he was brought in to 
the New York headquarters to su- 
pervise religious broadcasts. After 
the war he returned to Europe to 
enter a monastery. 


Hal Roach Warns 
Majors: ‘Now Or 
Never’ in Vidpix 


By BERT BRILLER 


The big motion picture studios 
should get into vidpic production 
“now or never,” says Hal Roach, 
Sr., film pioneer whose lot is now 
the most aciive telefilm factory. 
He urges the majors to make vid- 
pix as well as theatrical features: 
“They will lose money unless they 
go-into TV films as a means of 
bringing in new income.” 

“The importance of TV films is 
that they will tap coin which is not 
coming from the amusement dol- 
lar,” Roach said in New York this 
week. “The main problem, of 
course, is exhibitors’ objections. 
But this is actually shortsighted. 
Seeing stars on tele can be the 
biggest inducement to bring new 
audiences into the theatres. Fur- 
ther, the savings made by the stu- 
dios through their addition cf vid- 
pix will be passed on to the exhibi- 
tors.” 

Doing some arithmetic, Roach 
figured that the average star gets 
$100,000 for a pic and does two a 

(Continued on page 20) 


WORST OF TV INROADS 
ON B.0. OVER—ZUKOR 


The “worst” of TV's boxoffice 
inroads is over, in the opinion of 
Adolph Zukor, who now views 
being 
dominantly a weekend affair. 
“And since pictures do their best 
boxoffice anyway on weekends,” 
observes the veteran film topper, 
“the damage is little, if any, since 
we turn them away regardless.” 

“There are better 
around, and more of them,” he 
continues, “whereas last year TV 
was still a new appeal. And let 
us be honest, the pictures weren't 
as good then as they are today. I 
have never seen such a good crop 








pictures | 





of product from all companies as 
there is now.” 





NETWORKS MULL 
ULTIMATE PAYOFF 


By GEORGE ROSEN 





The future of daytime television 
remains a source of considerable 
concern to the networks. So far 
it’s been going nowhere fast, either 
in terms of program feats or on 
commercial returns. 

The decision of NBC to finish 
up the year by slotting low-cost or 
no-cost “fillers” between 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. and letting the affiliates 
shift for themselves straight 
through to 3 p.m. (the 1 to 3 p.m. 
segments have always been desig- 
nated as “station time”), stems 
from the webs’ failure to sell these 
hours. , 

On ABC and DuMont it’s open 
house, cross-the-board, name your 
own time and day. 

CBS-TV has been somewhat 
more successful than the other 
webs, sponsor-wise, but encased in 
a program straightjacket that finds 
virtually every daytime entry 
a video adaptation of a radio show, 
clear through from Arthur God- 
frey in the morning to “Strike It 
Rich,” “Bride and Groom,” ‘“Guid- 


(Continued on page 56) 


MIT Discovery 
Spurs Intl Tele 


Washington, Sept. 23. 

The State Department has con- 
firmed the development of a new 
electronic technique which could 
make possible international TV. 
It said that the Voice of America 
is considering the new discovery 
for eventu.l beaming of TV to 





Holliday, Ives, Levenson, Loeb Deny 
Commy Taint in dd McCarran Report 





No Mex Standoff 


Birmingham, Sept. 23. 

With all radio and TV blacked 
out in the U. S. on the Jersey 
Joe Walcott-Rocky Marciano fight 
scheduled for tonight (Tues.) ex- 
cept for theatre video, WILD, Mu- 
tual station here, figured a plan to 
broadcast the fight anyway. 

Station set a deal to pick up the 
Mexican broadcast of the bout, 
with a Spanish teacher from the 
U. of Alabama doing a translation 
for local sportscaster Gabby Bell. 


Walcott-Marciano 
In 3506 SRO For 
40-Theatre Tele 


Potential of large-screen thgatre 
TV was forcefully demorst d 
last night (Tues.) as 50 theatres in 
30 cities from coast to coast car- 
ried the Joe Walcott-Rocky Mar- 
ciano heavyweight title bout from 
Philadelphia’s Municipal Stadium. 
Although all the returns are not 
in yet, conservative estimates, based 
/on boxoffice sales up to fight time 
yesterday, indigate that the fight, 
which received record - breaking 
theatre TV. coverage, grossed 
tween $350,000 and $400,000 and 
had an audience of approximately 
125,000 for theatre video. 

Most houses which “signed for 
the exclusive telecast with Theatre 
Network Television reported vir- 








overseas points, but added that in-| tual sellouts and many hung out 
ternational TV is still a long way | the SRO sign. Tickets, depending 


off because ‘ “considerable 
search” is still required 
financing is lacking. 
New technique was developed | 
for VOA by the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology. State De- 
partment said that the develop- 
ment seems to make possible long- 
distance communication “not sub- 
ject to fading and disappearing.” 
Discovery may revolutionize long- 
distance communication and per- 
haps lead the way to international 
tele, the department announced. 


DEFER PICTURE SALE OF 
GERTIE LAWRENCE BI0G 


Screen rights to “A Star Danced,” 
the Gertrude Lawrence autobiog 
published in 1946, will not be sold 
for an indefinite period. Although 
the actress’ recent death stirred 
renewed studio interest in the 
property, her executors feel that a 
film biog just now would be in 
questionable taste. 

The book was originally sold to 
John Sutro, indie British producer, 
shortly after publication. A down 
payment was made, but although 





re- | on the location of the theatre, sold 


and | 
| $3.60 the average. Many theatres, 


for between $2.50 and $5, with 


(Continued on page 18) 


SAROYAN’S TV DEBUT 
AS ACTOR, SCRIPTER 


Playwright-authot William Sa- 
royan will make his television 
debut as both a performer and 
scripter with a series of six short 
plays he has written specifically for 
CBS-TV’s upcoming “Omnibus,” 
hour-and-a-half show to be financed 
by the Ford Foundation. 

Saroyan’s plays will vary in 
length from 25 to 35 minutes, and 
will form the chiéf component of 
the program each time out. Exact 
dates when they'll be aired, casts 
and other details will be revealed 
later. In addition to scripting the 
shows, Saroyan will also be on 
camera each time as narrator. 
Since the program is to originate 
live in N. Y., that means he will 
trek in from the Coast for each 
stanza. 

“Omnibus” kicks off Nov. 9, 
holding down the Sunday afternoon 








(Continued on page 56) 


4:30 to 6 period, 


v 


Washington, Sept. 23. 

Four well-known show biz figures 
—Judy Holliday, Burl Ives, Sam 
Levenson and Philip Loeb — have 
told the Senate Internal Security 
Sub-Committee that they have 
never belonged to the Communist 
Party, and that they oppose Com- 
munist philosophy. 

Their testimony, given in execu- 
tive session last spring, has just 
been released as Part 2 of the 
committee hearings {nto subversive 
infiltration of radio, television and 
the entertainment industry. 

The four, whose records showed 
that they either entertained before 
or belonged to numerous “front” 
organizations, said that at that 
time they were unaware of the 
true nature of these organizations. 
In many instances also, they testi- 
fied, their names were used as 
sponsors of “front” affairs with- 
out either their permission or 
knowledge. 

All stated that they have become 
hep to the facts of Communism, 
especially since the Soviet agres- 
sions of the past couple of years. 

Miss Holliday, who appeared in 
Washington last March 26, said 
her maiden name was Judy Tuvim 
and that 20th-Fox gave her the 
name of Holliday when she signed 
a contract with that studio about 
1944. Her married name is Mrs. 
David Oppenheim. 

Appearing with her attorney, 
former U. S. District Judge Simon 
H. Rifkind, she said she was born 
in Manhattan and that after leav- 


be-| ing high school at 16, she began 


to work in night clubs. She said 
she belongs to Equity, Screen 
Actors Guild, American Federation 
of Radio Artists and had formerly 
been a member of American Guild 
of Variety Artists. 

Richard Arens, committee staff 
director, who did most of the ques- 
tioning, asked if she had been a 
member of the Revuers. She said 
she started with the unit about 
1938 and that other members 
were Betty omden, Adolph 
Green, Alvin ‘Hammer and Jokn 
Frank. She was with them about 
six years until she went to the 
Coast for 20th. 

She said she didn’t remember 
whether the Revuers entertained 


(Continued on page 40) 


Would Revive Quartet 
Of Goodman, Hampton, 
Wilson, Krupa for Disks 


Bandleader Lionel Hampton is 
discussing with Benny Goodman 
the revival of the old Goodman 
quartet in an independent disk 
project to cut the top jazz tunes 
of the past “5 years. Together with 
Goodman and Hampton, Gene 
Krupa and Teddy Wilson com- 
prised the quartet. 

Cinief hurdle is in getting con- 
tract clearances from the various 
disk companies for which each of 








the instrumentalists is now cut- 
. ting. 
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Needs Rest, So No Acting Chores 
For Olivia; Looks for 53 Legiter 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. + 


Olivia de Havilland, appearing in 
final retakes, publicity stills, etc., 


“for the 20th-Fox film version of 


Daphne du Maurier’s “My Cousin 
Rachel,” has no legit plans for this 
season. She hopes to return to the 
Broadway stage a year hence, how- 
ever. Except for an appearance in 
the Council for the Living Thea- 
tre’s promoticnal film, “Main Street 
to Broadway,” she has no acting 
commitments, but intends to take 
a long rest. 

Actress, who appeared in New 
York last spring in Thomas Ham- 
mond’s revival of Shaw’s “Can- 
dida” after a nationwide tour, 
would prefer a ncw play, either 
an adaptation of a novel or an 
original script with a modern set- 
ting, rather than another revival. 
“Classic theatre interests me very 
much,” she explains, “but I believe 
a new play is the most attractive 
idea at present.” 

Miss de Havilland says that al- 
though she is on the friendliest 
terms with Hammond and would 
be happy to appear in another 

(Continued on page 22) 


IREENE WICKER BACK 
IN TV WITH OWN SHOW 


Ireene Wicker, who was can- 
célled off her “Singing Lady” show 
over ABC-TV two years ago 
when the Red Channels fracas first 
hit the broadcast indystry, returns 
te video Sunday noon (28) via Du- 
Mont’s WABD, N. Y., in a new 
moppet - slanted program. Miss 
Wicker vehemently denied auring 
the Red Channels outburst any 
left-wing activities and, according 
to DuMont execs, that incident 
never came up during negotiations 
for the new show. 

WABD program is to be titled 
“Little Lady Party,” with Helene 
Pessl, manufacturers of children’s 
toiletries, sponsoring. Show is 
Eee by Ray Nelson, vet indie 

V package producer. 


‘Not a Bad Little Garage’ 
—Hope on SRO Scot Hall 


Dundee, Scotland, Sept. 15. 

Bob Hope played to two capacity 
houses at the 3,000-seat Caird Hall 
here last night. He described the 
auditorium as “not a bad little 

garage.” 

Between shows comedian was 
rushed by car to the Playhouse 
cinema, where he appeared on the 
stage and boosted the Paramount 
pic, “Son of Paleface,” due here 
next week (22). Hope did a snappy 
Highland Fling dance from his 
latest film, “Road to Bali.” One- 
nighter at Caird Hail, where Dan- 
ny Kaye played recently, was un- 
der auspices of British impresario 
Harold Fielding. 

Hope has been playing a lot of 
olf at Gleneagles in Central Scot- 
and, motoring to his one-night 

stands. 


Chevalier With Hylton 


London, Sept. 23. 

Jack Hylton, who has previous- 
ly presented Maurice Chevalier in 
concert here and in the Norse 
countries, has signed the French 
star to an exclusive two-year man- 
agement contract fcr theatres, ra- 
dio, TV and yicttres. 

He plans to set up U. S. dates 
shortly. : 

















Entertainers to Select 
Most Beautiful Blind Girl 


Showbizites are among. the 
| judges who will choose the most 
| beautiful blind girl in America. 
| Contest is being sponsored by the 
Associated Blind, Inc., with $5,000 
in prizes to be awarded. 

Judges include Arlene Francis, 
John Robert Powers, Mr. John, 
| Nancy Craig, Murray Korman, Mrs. 
|Cornelius Vanderbilt Whitney, 
Elizabeth Ra-y LaMont and Arthur 
Murray. 























FRANK LIBUSE 


NOW STARRING with 
MARGOT BRANDER 
Club Lido 





Ethel Barrymore Washed 


Washington, Sept. 23. 
The Bureau of Internal Revenue 
|was convinced back in 1937 that 
| Ethe! Barrymore was finished as an 
actress and that it had better ac- 
cept a $7,500 compromise settle- 
ment against an income tax claim 
|of $98,660.38. 
| Files in the case, showing how 
badly the Bureau guessed, have 
just been opened. Bureau claimed 
$44,854.19 in taxes and $53,806.19 
in interest for the period 1921-29. 
During those years the income of 
Miss Barrymore ranged between 
$17,000 and $6400 annually. 
Government agents, working on 
the claim in 1937, found that the 
actress had only a few hundred 
dollars in cash; and said she had 
been paid $57,500 for her work in 
the Metro film, “Rasputin,” but had 
incurred expenses of $65,482 





Up in 37? Govt. Thought |... eee eae ess ‘too! 
So in 736 Tax Settlement | 





in | the “Golden Circle” of the orches- 


Champs Elysees, Paris, France 


Personal Management 
AL GROSSMAN 
1270 Sixth Ave., New York 
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‘Terrif Talent Array 
For ‘Masquers Revel’ 


For Pic Relief Fund 


a, 


H+++ 





This Week’s Football 


By HARRY WISMER+++++4449+4444, 








Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Show business, from the medi- | 
cine show to television, will be | 
saluted at the gigantic “Masquers | 
Revel” at the RKO Pantages Thea- 
| tre tomorrow night (Wed.) with one 
|of the greatest arrays of talent 
| ever assembled. Some studio ticket- 
| sellers have yet to turn in their 
| finai tally, but a capacity gross of 
for the 2,812-seat house is 
believed to be a certainty. Tick- 
ets are scaled from $2, in the far 
reaches of the balcony, to $50 in 





connection with that pic. Then the | tra section. All proceeds will go 
revenue agents wrote in the re-| to the Motion Picture Relief Home. 
port: “Revel” has been in the making 

“It is generally known that her | for several months with Jack L. 
siscunaanie has ~+ on the decline | Warner and Motion Picture Relief 
for the past several years. At the | Fund prexy Jean Hersholt co-chair- 
present time there is practically no| manning the campaign to raise 





|demand for her services . . . She 
| has no future on the stage.” Bureau 
| wondered if it should even take 
|the $7,500 away from her but 
|commented that if the money were 
|not accepted, “she would in all 
probability squander that in the 
same manner as she has vastly 
greater amounts in the past.” 





ffi Quickie Wedding Party 
Wedding reception ef Edith Piaf 
and Jacques Peals, who were mar- 
ried Saturday (20) at St. Vincent 
de Paul Roman Catholic Church, 


N. Y., was one of the shortest In 
theatrical annals. Reception at the 
Versailles, where Miss Piaf is ap- 
pearing, was slated. for noon, but 
ceremony was over before 11 and 
the couple arrived at the cafe more 
than an hour before the non- 
churchg@ng guests were asked to 
come. By 12:30, the couple, who 
had gotten little sleep because of 
bride’s singing chores at the Ver- 


. “ 9 ef 
Piaf & Peals ‘Duck’ Guests [Nazi generat Frwin Rommel, was 


funds for the film industry’s own 
(Continued on page 63) 


‘FOX’ YANKED IN VIENNA 
AFTER 4 DAYS OF RIOTS 


Vienna, Sept. 23. 
After four days of Commie dem- 
|onstrations against the 20th-Fox 








cancelled out of the Gartenbau 
Kino here. 

Although pic had been playing 
to packed houses, damage caused 
by rioters forced management to 
stop further showings. Rioters had 
hurled stones at theatre, breaking 
windows and damaging several 
neighboring stores. Critical recep- 
tion for pic was lukewarm, with 
only the Commie press rapping its 
political content. 


Roy Rogers & Dale Evans 
Go Gospel in Memphis. 


Memphis, Sept. 23. 








sailles and groom’s at La Vie en| 
Rose, retired to the nearby Bev- | 
erly Hotel. The party went on! 
without them. 

Nick Prounis, co-owner of the 
Versailles with Arnold Rossfield, 
was best man, and Marlene Die- 
trich was matron of honor. 
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|| theme, “Happy Trails.” 


Roy Rogers and Dale Evans drew 





an SRO crowd of 9,000 in a gospel 
rally here last Thursday (18) at | 
Memphis Auditorium. | 

Cowboy star Rogers and Miss 
Evans (Mrs. Rogers) appeared 
gratis at the opening of a 23-day 
church meeting under sponsorship 
of the Memphis Youth for Christ 
movement. They paid their own 
traveling expenses. Affair was 
originally skedded for outdoor 
Crump Stadium, which was set to 
handle a crowd of nearly 28,000 
when heavy rains forced the switch 
indoors to the auditorium. 

Rogers and his wife sang several 
hymns and religious songs for the 
packed crowd, which was invited 
free, but a collection was taken 
up during the proceedings. They 
scored heavily with their familiar 


Several other sagebrush per- 
formers appeared with Rogers and 
Miss Evans, including Cindy Walk- 
er and Redd Harper, costars of the 
“Mr. Texas” religioso western pro- 
duced by the Billy Graham team; 
Georgia Lee, singer; Darlene Jen- 
sen and Tira Spencer. Jimmy 
Stroud of the Memphis Union Mis- 
sion was chairman of the event, 
which also attracted Gov.-Elect 
Francis Cherry of Arkansas and 








other midsouth figures. 


College 
EAST 
GAMES SELECTION “PTS 
Boston U-Syracuse (Fri. nite)............ | ee eee 6 
Beantowners much improved. 
Peincoton-Columineae ...... .....---.s0004004. “ i Sara 4 
Caldwell and Princeton still loaded with talent. 
Notre Dame-Pennsylvania ....>......... Notre Dame............. 10 
Leahy’s Fighting Irish on way back, 
Calwate-Carmale cos. ooo cece cc cc ccncce Cornell Ae 18 
The Big Red strong again this year. 
Holy Cross-Dartmouth........ Sey ee 6 
Dr. Eddie Anderson can turn the trick, 

South Carolina-Army .................: Army . a 
Red Blaik has the machinery operating once more. 
Purdue-Penn State..................... Purdue Tor 
The Boilermakers will uphold prestige of Big Ten. 
Yale-Navy (at Baltimore)............... BE, re a WE adie bobs s ee 7 
Well-conditioned Navy has too much 
SOUTH 
Duke-Se. Methodist (Pri. nite)... . 2.0 5. . 7 TIO occ ceccccecss 9 
Mustangs will sorely miss Fred Benners. 

VMI-Miami (Fri. nite)..................Miami paeietweseaces 2A 
Gustafson has made Miami a powerhouse, 

Miss. State-Tennessee (at Memphis)...... Tennessee .........5... 10 
General Neyland will start all over, 

BieedmaesSS Ge) bons css bbcas vdeo po a ee & 
Crimson Tide has the horses. 

Texas A & M-Okla. A & M (at Dallas, nite)Texas A & M. ......... 19 
Texas Aggies has what it takes. 

Vanderbilt-Virginia Sheet xe Sr WOON 9, SS 0 oc ececs 6 
Vandy will bounce back from its Georgia defeat. 
Florida-Georgia Tech........ Sys £. epee 2@ 
Dodds’ team has speed to burn. 
Mississippi-Kentucky .................. Mississippi ............. 6 
Ole Miss will make it two in a row. 

Georgia-Tulane ........... ‘eg SA SEG tee Cs SO TESA S60 40008 ee 
Butts has the Bulldogs ready. 

Maryland-Auburn (at Birmingham)...... Maryland .............. 20 
Tatum’s team will fly. 

Wake Forest-William & Mary.......... . Wake Forest. ........... 3 
Two evenly match teams, 

Texas-North Carolina................... cf Pee ere 14 
The Longhorns strong in every department. 

Texas Tech-Rice (nite)........ eee OO Rha a ee 7 
The Owls will be wide-awake. 

Villanova-Clemsen (nite)................ WOR 685% who 0decsee 6 
Filipski could be the difference. 

MIDWEST . 
Oklahoma-Colorade .................... NS 0.65640 040080 « 21 
Wilkinson is really ready this year. 
Indiana-Ohio State ........... TeTee. 5 are ree 3 
The Buckeyes should squeak by here. 
BOWE OWOO IN 2. ak ci chide ricvaass EE ies sleds beae-0 14 
Ray Elliott’s Rose Bowl team still powerful. 
ire ee: esis iS 65. ds Kerbs Fie wes oss IG 2. onic eale-600:6 3 
New Pitt Coach—Red Dawson—could turn tide. 
Santa Clara-Kansas ................... EE hah it. oom wkie'e-s< 7 
Gil Reich will spark the Jayhawks. 
Michigan State-Michigan ................ Mich: State <..... .ccccee 10 
The Spartans have learned how te beat Michigan. 
| Nebraska-Oregon at Portland............ POE FSE ccdbacecceces 8 
The Corn-huskers have plenty of offense. 
Marquette-Wisconsin ................... WEN. ivisieccccce 14 
The Badgers one of the powers of the Big Ten. 
FAR WEST 
Northwestern-Southern Cal. (Fri. nite)...Southern Cal............ 3 


; The Trojans will have the edge at home. 
Missouri-California ................c0c. California ..... bses6e eS 


Waldorf’s Golden Bears are rugged. 
Stanford-Washington State ............ WEES: thecesisessecs 7 


Indians still have enou to get by here, 
Texas Christian-UCLA * UCLA : . 


Red Sanders’ team can score. 


"eee eeee eeeeeeeee 7 


Minnesota-Washington ................. PPA dcctertesecces © 
Fesler’s Gophers improve every year. 
Professional 
a Pe es ae eee Bears ....... veteenetess 36 
Great Rivals, but Halas has it in °52. 
PF Ae ee a? eo re dintvsctce §& 
Lions haven't forgotten last year’s setback. 
SII 5 5 aa to a ddeaced ceccste Browns 1 
Browns will return the compliment of last Dec. i ess. 
Giants-Dallas Texans ................ “oy a oe eevee 17 
Rote and Benners will have chance to strut their stuff. 
a Re eos Eagles 10 
Trimble is re-building the former champions 
Redskins-Cardinals ............. . aces ‘Gana vides <s 20 


Charlie Trippi has mastered the T. 





*Point selection reflects selector’s choice only. 


Arrest Buck & Bubbles | GUEST TV PANELISTS 
In Toronto on Dope Rap RESENT BRUSHEROO 


Toronto, Sept. 23. Plethora of panel shows now rid- 
Buck & Bubbles (John Sublett |; , 
and Ford Lee Washington), who ing the video airwaves may soon 


have been together as an act for 
some 35 years, were arrested here 
by the narcotic squad and are in 
jail with no one prepared to post 
the necessary $5,000 cash bail. 
Pair were playing Bassell’s, one of 
Toronto’s top niteries, when moun- 
ties raided their hotel room. 

Also picked up were Mrs. Sub- 
lett and Benny Winestone, former 
saxist with Benny Goodman’s orch 
and now heading a trio here. Un- 
able to post $5,000 cash bail, Wine- 
stone is also in jail but magistrates’ 
court has released Mrs. Sublett in 
custody. 

Apart from black eye to nitery’s 
reputation, Bassell’s will not 
bail because finding of drugs auto- 
matically means a minimum six 
months’ jail term in Canada and 
usually 18 months for possession. 
Hearing comes up Friday (26th). 

Rushed in to replace the team 
at Bassell’s tonight (Tues.) were 
Four Jacks & A Jill. 


find it difficult to get guest celebs 
to appear. Number of VIPs and 
top-name personalities from with- 
in and outside show biz, not only 
resent what they call a “racket 
benefitting only the sponsor,” but 
also complain of being pushed- 
around on these shows once they 
accept. 

Chief beef is that celebs are 
often talked into appearing of 
these shows as a favor to the pro 


ducer or someone else connected 
with the package. Then, when they 
appear at the studio, they’re given 
little chance to be properly made 
up and the cameramen consistently 
give them the must unflattering 
lens angles. Most of the time, © 
course, the celebs appear gratis 
with whatever token fee is in- 
volved being turned over to # 
charity of their choice. 
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NEW RKO TO SPEED PRODUCTION 


Hughes Lends $8,000,000 to New 


~ NY. Times Backs Chaplin 


Charles Chaplin over the weekend found himself with an ally 
in the powerful New York Times after Attorney General James P. 
McGranery announced that the comedian-producer was open to 


suspicion on his background and 
U. S. 
Long 


The Times touched briefly upon 


looking back to his arrival in Hollywood 40 years ago, when “he fit- 
ted exactly into the technique of the silent film, though he later 
managed to adapt himself to films that made noises.” 

The Times thereupon comments upon the AG’s unrest concern- 
ing Chaplin’s known or unintentional identity with Communist 
fronts, and concludes: “But those who have followed him through 
the years cannot easily regard him as a dangerous person. No 
political situation, no international menace, can destroy the fact 


that he is a great artist who has 


millions, not in one country but in all countries. Unless there is 
far more evidence against him than is at the moment visible, the 
Department of State will not dignify itself or increase the national 
security if it sends him into exile. 


ago, recalled the daily in a Sunday (21) editorial, the 
French called him “Charlot,” and it was from this angle that the 
Times labeled its editorial, “Is ‘Charlot’ A Menace?” 


qualifications to return to the 


Chaplin’s cinematic background, 


given infinite pleasure to many 


” 











United Artists will go ahead gan 
distribution plans as originally set 
for Charles Chaplin’s “Limelight,” 
the film to bow at New York's 
Astor Theatre in addition to a 
simultaneous two-a-day engage- 
ment at a Gotham art house in 
mid-October, 

Indie distrib which, of course, 
is in no way involved in Attorney 
General James P. McGranery’s 
blast at Chaplin, intends to handle 
the pic as though there were no 
hassle existing. 

UA actually has found itself in 
the middle of the controversy over 
Chaplin’s background and impend- 
ing U. S. investigation of his quali- 
fications to return to the United 
States from his current trip to 
Europe. UA toppers have had no 
direct word from Chaplin about 
how the new film should’ be 
handled in light of the new de- 
velopments, and for this reason 
are following plans drawn before 
the AG’s a crackdown. 

Chaplin, interviewed by report- 
ers upon his arrival in Cherbourg 
Monday (22), said he failed to 
understand the motivation for the 
AG's decision. He added that he 
planned to return to the U. S. 
in six months and that his re-entry 
permit is in order. Over the past 
weekend, immediately following 
McGranerys statement, newspa- 
pers in England made it clear that 
Chaplin, who has remained a Brit- 
ish subject, would be welcome to 
that country. 


WALLIS-HAZEN SLATED 
FOR NEW PAR CONTRACT 


New releasing agreement  be- 
tween Hal Wallis Productions and 
Paramount appeared in prospect 
this week with the New York ar- 
rival of Wallis and Joseph Hazen, 
President of the producing unit, 
from the Coast. 

Wallis has three completed pix 
awaiting release by Par and these 
wind up his commitment with the 
company. Films are “The Stooge,” 
Come Back, Little Sheba” and 

Scared Stiff.” Deal now conclud- 
ing covers a total of 12 productions 
and likelihood is that a new pact 
uae Par will be entered before 
— maps any new production 








Jessel’s Pic Via RKO? 


George Jessel, who is east on 
further financing for his indie film 
oe may wind up releasing 
haa RKO under its new owner- 

), 
ante, Helen Traubel 


and Jan Peerce, may get its major 


bankrolling fr ; 
America z om Radio Corp. of 


Limelight’ Plans Unaltered By UA 


Despite Government Vs, Chaplin 





RCA-NBC Talent Coordinator 


Manie Sacks 


detalis some fresh perspectives on 
Talent Relations 
* od * 


one of the many byline pieces 
in the special 
RCA VICTOR NUMBER 
in 


VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 














residuals, 


exchange for the aX} 


Goldwyn Would 
‘Go Along’ With 
New RKO Met. 


Samuel Goldwyn put in a plug 
for RKO’s “fine management” at 
a press meeting in New York yes- 
terday (Tues.). And ke believes 
the new controlling stockholder 
group “will not be silly enough to 
let any people go.” 

Goldwyn, who returned Monday 
from six weeks in Europe, feels his 
distribution deal with the company 
is unaffected by the. buyout of 
Howard Hughes. He put it this 
way: “If they (the Ralph Stolkin 
group) do a good job with ‘Hans 
Christian Andersen’ there is no 
reason why I will not go along. I 
am sure they are not going to re- 
make ‘Andersen.’ They’re probably 
a group who will try to work hard 
to make a success of RKO.” 

Goldwyn, who says he refuses to 
rest on his laurels, is set to launch 
a new pic next May 1. He’s call- 
ing it “No. 89” for the time being 
(“Andersen” is his 88th indie pro- 
duction). New film will be in col- 
or, and music will have an impor- 
tant role, but beyond that the film- 
maker offered little comment on it. 

Producer, who’s staying in Goth- 
am a few days for confabs with 
writers and composers, covered a 
wide range of subjects for the ben- 
efit of reporters. 

Re Charles Chaplin: “I consider 
Charles to be the greatest come- 
dian to come along in my time. He 
is a great artist and he has made 
great contributions to the business. 
I sincerely hope that what I read 
in the papers is not proven to be 
fact. We need great artists.” 

Re “Andersen:” “Exhibitors all 
seem to think we should charge ad- 
vanced admission prices, 
don’t see any other way I can get 
my money back:” Goldwyn com- 
mented that he'll require a gross 
of $8,000,000 to break even. 

Re arbitration: “If exhibitors 


were to spend more time at their 


and I) 





DISAVOW SALE OF 
BACKLOG TOVIDED 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

New management at RKO will 
embark.on an early and full-scale 
production program, putting to a 
quick end the lensing hiatus at the 
studio over the past six weeks. It’s 
stressed the new purchasing group 
headed by Ralph Stolkin, 33-year- 
old Chicago business man, aims to 
make more pix for more exhibs 
and has no intentions of liquidating 
any of the assets. 

Film-making will be guided by 











Unusual Signing 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Background of the deal un- 
der which Howard Hughes 
sold out his stock in RKO Pic- 
tures had a spectacular twist. 

At 5 p.m. yesterday (Mon.) 
Hughes was up in an airplane. 
His attorney, Thomas Slack, 
radioed that the sale idea 
would be scuttled unless a 
pact was signed by midnight. 
Hughes came in at 9:30 p.m., 
summoned all parties to his 
bungalow at the Beverly Hills 
Hotel 20 minutes later, and 


the signing took place at 
11 p.m. 
Edward “Buzz” Burk, inci- 


dentally, wasn’t too optimistie 
regarding the conclusion. He 
wagered $150 to $100 that the 
deal wouldn't go through. An- 
other Ralph Stolkin associate, 
Ray Ryan, accepted and col- 
lected. 








a yet to be named top producer. 
Sherrill Corwin, Southern Califor- 
nia exhib and member of the buy- 
ing syndieate, is slated to take over 
studio management. 

Officially, the new management 
doesn’t take over for two weeks 
but it’s hoped to get the cameras 
turning before then with the long 
delayed “Split Second” and Jerry 
Wald’s “Size 12” listed as probable 
first starters. 

The buyers “absolutely and un- 
equivocally” denied reports they 
planned to liquidate the studio. In- 
stead they emphasized the inten- 
tion to “vigorously make pictures 
and operate the studio for *the 
benefit of stockholders, employees 
and exhibitors.” Eventually, it’s 
planned, RKO will have a separate 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Owners in Selling 


RCA Victor Recording Director 


Dave Kapp 


@ 
has a savvy piece on 


Recording Pops 


* * * 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the special 


RCA VICTOR NUMBER 
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Nix Top Pix For 
Pre-Xmas Skeds: 
‘Gr. Siow’ Yanked 


Indicating that the distribs may 
hold back on important product 
during the traditional pre-Christ- 
mas b.o. lull, Paramount is with- 
drawing its big money-maker, “The 
Greatest Show on Earth,” from re- 
lease during that time. 

There’s some exhib.afear that 
other outfits will put off the re- 
lease of new, big pix until after 
Christmas week. 

Par field men have been in- 
structed to nix any engagements 
of Greatest Show” from Dec. 6 to 
Dec. 24. Cecil B. DeMille epic has 
been drawing great coin across 
the country and Par apparently is 
fearful that its value in new en- 
gagements would be somewhat dis- 
sipated if licensed to play during 
the pre-holiday slump period. 





Krim Back From Europe 


Arthur B. Krim, president of 
United Artists, returned to New 
York on Monday (22) after several 
weeks abroad. 

Distrib chief exec had looked in 
on indie production in London, 
Paris and Rome. 





‘Widow’ 2d, ‘Fear’ 3d, 


Launching of new, sturdy prod- 
uct which is panning out nicely at 
the wickets is giving first-run 
trade this session a nice hypo. Re- 
ports from key cities covered by 
VaRIETY currently indicate a very 
healthy undertone despite the na- 
tional election, launching of new 
TV shows, interest in waning base- 
ball season and changeable weath- 
er conditions. 


“The Quiet Man” (Rep) is easily 
taking over national leadership, al- 
though this is its first week out on 
release to any extent. Great show- 
ing is being made despite current- 
ly playing in just eight key spots. 
It is the first time in many months 
that a Republic pic has been na- 
tional champ. “Merry Widow” 
(M-G), first last stanza, is winding 
up second. 

“Sudden Fear” (RKO) again ts 
finishing in third position, same as 
last-week. “O’Henry’s Full House” 
(20th) is edging up to fourth spot 
although playing extensively for 
first time this session. 

“High Noon” (UA) is climbing 
from eighth of last week to fifth 
place, with “One Minute to Zero” 
(RKO) in sixth. “Just for You” 
(Par) is showing enough to cop 
seventh money while “Miracle of 
Fatima’ (WB) will be eighth. 

“Affaic in Trinidad” (Col), “Don’t 
Bother to Knock” (20th), “Big Sky” 
(RKO) and “Carrie” (Par) com- 
plete the Big 12 list in that se- 





(Continued on page 20) 


| quence. “Son of Paleface” (Par) 


National Boxoffice Survey 


New Product Helps Biz; ‘Quiet Man’ New Champ, 
‘House’ 4th, ‘Noon’ 5th 


and “Dreamboat” (20th) are the 
runner-up pix in that order. 

“Snows of Kilimanjaro” (20th) 
looms as outstanding newcomer 
this week with a near-record week 
and terrific takings at N. Y. Rivoli. 
“The Ring” (UA) shapes smart in 
L. A. “Bonzo to College” (U), also 
new, looks solid in Chi and strong 
in Providence. “Monkey Business” 
(20th), just getting out in keys, is 
fine in Portland, Ore., good~ in 
Philly and okay in N. Y. 

“Rose Bowl Story” (Mono), an- 
other new pic, is rated big in Den- 
ver. “Golden Hawk” (Col) is oke 
in Boston. ‘Devil Makes Three” 
(M-G) continues a major disap- 
pointment, best showing being an 
okay round in Cincy. 

“Les Miserables” (20th) will add 
some nice coin currently, top date 
being a fine session in Toronto. 
“Tales of Hoffmann” (UA) is big 
in St.. Louis. “Crimson Pirate” 
(WB) looks okay in Pittsburgh. 

“Greatest Show” (Par) is good 
in Portland. “Will Rogers” ‘WB) 
shapes okay in Detroit. “Untamed 
Frontier” (U) is doing likewise in 
Louisville. « 

“Son of Ali Baba” (U) ia rated 
fair in Frisco. “Fearless Fagan” 
(M-G) looms fair to mild currently. 

“Jim McLain” (WB) looms fine 
in N.Y. at Paramount. “Untamed 


RKO Control 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

While selling out his controlling 
RKO Picture stock to a syndicate 
headed by Ralph Stolkin, Howard 
Hughes at the same time entered 
into an agreement providing the 
new owners with a revolving credit 
of $8,000,000 to provide the new 
controlling group with sufficient 
capital to finance its ambitious 
production program. (See separate 
story on this page.) 

Stolkin’s syndicate bought out 
Hughes’ 1,014,000 shares of com- 
mon stock at $7 per share. Prexy 
Ned E. Depinet’s holdings of 36,- 
000 shares also are involved in the 
deal, making a total of 1,050,000 
shares acquired by Stolkin and his 
associates for $7,350,000. 

Agreement provides for an im- 
mediate payment of $1,250,000, a 
second payment of the same 
amount on Jan. 1 and’ timetabled 
subsequent payments for a two- 
year period beyond that date. 
Deal was set up by Fred Levy, 
Jr., son of the Louisville realtor 
and theatre operator, and owner 
of the Los Angeles Rams pro foot- 
ball team. Ed Pauley, oilman, and 
an associate, Daniel Reeves, origi- 
nally were the prospective buyers 
—with plans to liquidate the film 
outfit—but Pauley backed away 
before anything definite was set. 
Payoff to Levy is a 242% broker: 
age fee from each side. Mendel 
Silberberg, chief outside counsel 
for RKO, is to receive a $40,000 
fee. Attorneys Arnold Grant, Greg 
Bautzer and Sidney Korshak are to 
be paid a separate fee for repping 
the buying group. Thomas Slack 
was counsel for Hughes. 

Of the new owners, Stolkin, A. 
L. Koolish, Stolkin’s father-in-law, 
and oilman Ray Ryan own 90% of 


(Continued on page 22) 


Balaban Easts 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Barney Balaban, Paramount 
president, has pianed back to N.Y. 
after 10 days of studio huddles with 
Frank Freeman, Don Hartman and 
Russell Holman, { 
Huddles were on Par’s produc- 
tion sked., 
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Women” (UA) shapes solid in 
Denver. 
(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 9-11) 
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Prexies Will Have to Convene 


‘Again On Revised Arbitration Plan 


Past week’s developments in the 
struggle to establish an industry 
arbitration system clearly indicated 
that the film company presidents 
again will convene on the matter in 
an effort to hit upon a newly re- 
vised plan which would hasten ex- 
hibitor approval. 

Changes in the projected system, 
as advocated by the chief execs 10 
days ago, have resulted in a de- 
cided snag in arbitration’s progress, 
and this can be removed only by a 
new meeting of the chief execs. 


System as advanced by an exhib-| 4, 


distrib committee had been ap- 
proved for the most part by the 
p exies. However, they voted some 
revision of provisions relating to 
damages which may be awarded to 
exhibs with beefs over clearances. 

Although distrib reps claimed the 
changes were insignificant, new 
meetings with exhibs in Washing- 
ton the latter part of last week 
failed to achieve the hoped-for de- 
gree of accord. Particularly critical 
of the departures from the original 
arbitration plan was Abram F. 
Myers, Allied States Assn. board 
chairman. “I do net know exactly 
what the next step will be,” Myers 
declared. “But I’m not encouraged 
to believe hat there will be an 
arbitration system for many 
months, if ever.” 

Alfred Starr, new president of 
Theatre Owners of America, 
pointedly disagreed with Myers, ex- 
pressing the belief that the system 
is on the brink of adoption by the 
industry. While action at the TOA 
convention in D.C. indicated that 
eutfit will give early approval to 
the new plan, the fact that Myers is 
raising objections can be the road- 
block preventing arbitration’s prog- 
ress, say observers. 

As a result, a meeting among the 
company presidents will be called 
with the aim of further modifying 
the proposed arbitration plan to 
satisfy all exhibs. 


Studio Unions Fight 
WB’s Bite for Ike As 


‘Pressured’ Donations 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Hollywood AFL Film Council is 
preparing to take action on com- 
plaints from Warners studio work- 
ers, who demand repayment of 
money collected by the manage- 
ment to promote the cause of 
Eisenhower and Nixon in the presi- 
dential campaign. 

Clause in the union contracts 
with major studios provides that 
all grievances be brought before 
a grievqgnce board for settlement. 
Employers are represented on the 
board by Charles Boren and em- 
ployees by Roy M. Brewer. If 
these two fail to agree the problem 
will be settled by an arbitrator. 
Most of the studio workers are 
Democrats, and the Council ts ex- 
pected to use all its influence to 
stop what it ¢alis “pressured” con- 
tributions. 

Similar action was taken by the 
Publicists Guild, a non-member of 
the council. A spokesman for the 
Guild declared Warners was ask- 
ing $15 from seniors, $10 from 
juniors and $5 from apprentices. 
Brewer said: “We consider this 
action by the Warners manage- 
ment a direct violation of our con- 
tractual relations.” In reply, the 
studio declared: 

“We, the Warner Bros., have al- 
ways exercised our American right 
to campaign for the persons and 
party of our choice. We intend to 
continue to exercise that right. 
We shall campaign as volunteers 
for Dwight D. Eisenhowef in the 
current campaign and we shall ask 
friends and employees who feel as 
we do to join us in helping to elect 
this great American to the Presi- 
dency of the United States. Those 
who do not agree are perfectly free 
~ vote and campaign as they see 

ag 


NBC Gabber Cues Beefs 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Complaints have been filed 
against Jay Sims, NBC film com- 
mentator, charging him with dis- 
torting and exaggerating iteias and 
creating an erroneous and harm- 
ful view of the motion picture in- 
dustry. 

Association of Motion Picture 
Producers has sent the comnilaints 
2 the N. Y. office for investiga- 
ion. 














J 
Welles’ Tax Appeal 
Washington, Sept. 23. 

Orson Welles appealed to the 
U. S. Tax Court last week from 
a Bureau of Internal Revenue rul- 
ing that he owes an additional 
$24,302 in taxes on his 1947 in- 
come tax return. 

Bureau said Welles took exces- 
sive deductions on the film, “The 
Strangers,” made in 1946. Welles 
d Rita Hayworth, then his wife, 
owned the corporation which pro- 
duced the pic. Welles dissolved 
the compafiy in October, 1946. He 
claimed this brought him no real 
income. 

Government has also reimbursed 
Welles to the tune of $935 he 
overpaid on his 1946 income tax 
return. 


AFL Supports 
Pic Companies In 
Govt. 16m Suit 


Additional support against the 
Government’s 16m antitrust suit 
against the major film companies 
came Monday (22) from the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, which 
at its national convention in New 
York passed a recolution condemn- 
ing the Dept. of Justice action. 
Resolution was sponsored by the 
International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees, the Screen 
Actors Guild and the California 
State Federation of Labor. 

Declaring that if the suit were 
successful in forcing the sale of 
films to TV, the AFL said that “a 
great many of the 22,000 American 
picture theatres would be forced 
to close, with the result that film 
producers then would not have 
enough monetary returns to fi- 
nance the making of quality thea- 
trical pictures in which hundreds 
and sometimes thousands of Amer- 
ican workmen are employed.” 

The resolution further stated 
that “the capricious and unreason- 
able” suit by the Dept. of Justice 
jeopardizes the livelihood of many 
of the 250,000 workers in the film 
industry, who for the most part 
are organized in AFL unions. 

The resolution instructed the top 
AFL executive council “to investi- 
gate all factors in the bringing of 
this unfair suit...” 


- 
16m Dealers Sue Majors, 
bd ’ 
Others in B’klyn Court 
Fisher Studio, Inc, and Robert 
V. Fisher, 16m dealers and road- 
show men, brought a $1,050,000 
treble-damage antitrust suit in 
Brooklyn Federal Court Monday 
(22) against seven majors and a 
number of other defendants. Ac- 
cording to the plaintiffs’ attorneys, 
Malkan & Isacson, the action is the 
first in the New York area which 
charges violations of the antitrust 
laws in distribution of 16m films. 
It’s claimed that the defendant 
distributors damaged the Fishers 
by incorvorating “hamstringing” 
clauses in licensing contracts, such 
as preventing screening of 16m 
films to the aged and crippled 
“shut-ins” who were housed in in- 
stitutions within 10 miles of an 
established theatre. Complaint also 
cites a number of practices which 
were found to be unlawful in the 
U. S. vs. Paramount, et al., case. 
These “abuses” include blockbook- 
ing, price-fixing and unreasonable 
clearances. 


Darnell, 20th Wash Up 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Linda Darnell and 20th-Fox 
agreed to wash up their association 
dating back to 1939, - 

Actress in recent years has been 
on a one-a-year pact, so cancella- 
tion actually only involves one re- 
maining film under the contract. 
She starred in 28 pix at the studio. 
Actress intends to make pix in 
Europe, 
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594G Aug. Divvies 
Wash , Sept. 23. 

Film industry dividends for 
August amounted to $594,000, 
a substantia] increase over the 
$505,000 for the same month 
of 1951, reports the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce. Big- 
gest item this year was the 
unusually large $480,000 Uni- 
versal melon. This more than 
offset the fact that Stanley Co. 
of America, a WB subsidiary, 
which paid its stockholders 
$272,000 in August, 1951, did 
not .report any dividend this 
August. 

Commerce Department re- 
minds that in any industry the 
publicly reported dividends 
generally amount to about 60 
or 65% of all dividends paid 
in that industry. 


M-G Sues Lanza 
For $5,195,888 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 
Metro filed a breach-of-contract 
suit in U. S. District Court against 
Mario Lanza, asking damages 











amounting to $5,195,888 and an in- 
‘junction restraining the singer 
‘from professional entertainment 
| until his studio contract runs out. 
| Understood his pact has about 15 
months to go. 

Plaintiff wants $695,888 in spe- 
| cial damages and $4,500,000 to cov- 
‘er prospective losses to the studio 
through the cancellation of “The 
Student Prince.” Production was 
cancelled on Sept. 4 after Lanza 
hade repeatedly failed to report 
for work. 

The injunction, if granted, will 
restrain the tenor from appearing 
in concerts or singing on radio or 
making any further musical record- 
ings for the duration -of his con- 
tract. 


Still Submit Newsreels 
To Ohio Censors Pending 
Study of Legal Aspects 


Toledo, Sept. 23. 

Film industry is still submitting 
newsreels to the Ohio censor board 
despite a favorable decision in 
Toledo Municipal Court declaring 
the pre-censorship of reels “un- 
constitutional.” Although the in- 
dustry feels it has won a clear- 
cut victory, delay in bypassing the 
scissors-wielders is being caused by 
a prolonged study of the legal as- 
pects of the ruling. Film attorneys 
have ‘been conferring with the 
Ohio attorney general to determine 
whether or not the state plans to 
appeal the decision. 

Immediately after Judge Frank 
W. Wiley issued his decision strik- 





jing down the “pre-restraint” of 


newsreels, Dr. Clyde Hissong, Ohio 
film censor chief, declared that an 
appeal would be filed. However, 
Hissong made his statement before 
consulting vith the attorney gen- 
eral, 

Strong doubt now exists whether 
such an appeal is legal under Ohio 
law, and it is the study of this 
aspect of the case which is delay- 
ing the industry decision not to 
submit the reels to the censor 
board. Newsreel outfits have no 
idea of sending reels into Ohio 
furtively, but will make a public 
announcement that it’s bypassing 
the censor board when they feel 
they have complete legal backing. 
Decision will not be made on an 
individual basis, but will be pre- 
sented as an all-industry pro- 
nouncement following a meeting 
of filmery toppers and Eric John- 
ston, prexy of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America. 





Mono Meet Opens 
Chicago, Sept. 23. 

First Monogram- Allied Artists 
national sales convention in six 
years opens here today (Tues.) at 
the Blackstone Hotel with Steve 
Broidy, president, and 200 execu- 
tives, bookers, exchange managers 

and salesmen in attendance, 

Conclave is for three days. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Herbert Kenwith 

Abe Lastfogel 

John Fearnley 

John Gibbs 

Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
Bill Watters 

Mae West 











Par Points to 10-Year TV Ties as Key 


“To ‘Mode! Conduct in 





b ] * . 
Essaness’ Chi Victory 
Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Essaness Theatres last week 
gained a victory when the Illinois 
Supreme Court denied the plea of 
Metropolis Corp. for an accounting 
of the books of the Oriental Thea- 
tre from 1946 to 1950, when house 
was operated by the Essaness cir- 
cuit. * 

Metropolis, group of sharehold- 
ers in the ground lease of the 
building, claimed that excessive 
management fees were charged 
during the period that the indie 
ehain operated the house. Suit 
previously had been in Chi Fed- 
eral Court but was discharged for 
lack of jurisdiction. 


Soviet Nixes U.S. 
On Return of Pix 





Seized in Europe 


Soviet Union has officially nixed 
a State Department request for 


the return of film prints seized 
in ‘Eastern Germany several years 
ago. 

Note from the Soviet Foreign 
Office, transmitted via the Ameri- 
can Embassy in Moscow, states that 
the prints were “acquired as 
trophies by soldiers of the Soviet 
army after defeat of the German- 
Fascist troops at Berlin in 1945. 
Consequently, the request made to 
transfer the indicated motion pic- 
ture films to American motion pic- 
ture companies is unfounded.” In- 
volved are “Meet John Doe,” “Viva 
Villa,’ “Mr. Smith Goes to Wash- 
ington,” “Three Musketeers” and 


“Mr. Deeds Goes to Town.” 

While the Russian note refers 
to only these, the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. claims that at least 
four other Hollywood films have 
been grabbed as “war booty.” They 
are “Romeo and Juliet,” “The 
Crowd Roars,” “Man in the Iron 
Mask” and “The Story of Louis 
Pasteur.” According to MPEA, two 
of the films have been distorted 
for anti-American propaganda pur- 
poses and all are being widely re- 
leased throughout Russia. 

State Dept. protests were begun 
over a year ago at the request of 
Eric Johnston, MPEA prez. The 
Soviet note, disclosed this week, 
was the first time a reply had been 
received. 





Air Ferce Lensers 
Study H’ wood Technique 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Film studios are playing host to 
500 members of the U. S. Air Pic- 
torial Service, who are picking up 
technical pointers from_ studio 
pros before going overseas to shoot 
pictures for the Air Force. 

Crews, stationed at the Burbank 
Air Force base, are studying the 
mysteries of camera work, both in 
pictures and television. 





L. A. to N. Y. 
Bob Aldrich 
Barney Balaban 
Dave Barbour 
Roy Brewer 
Alfred E. Daff 
Allan Davis 
Joe DiMaggio 
Mildred Dunnock 
Carlos Gastel 
Cedric Gibbons 
L. Wolfe Gilbert 
Joseph Hazen 
Arthur Hornblow 
Barry Jones 
Gene Markey 
Groucho Marx 
Lauritz Melchior 
Carmen Miranda 
Bill Morrow 
Elena Nikolaidi 
Charles O’Curran 
Jerry Paris 
Everett Riskin 
Arthur Schwartz 
David O. Selznick 
Don Weis 








FCC Findings 


Washington, Sept. 23 
From a monopoly standpoint, 


the Federal Communications Com. 
mission should have no concern jy 
qualifying Paramount Pictures ag 
a broadcast licensee, the company 
will say in findings being filed 
with the FCC in connection with 
the Par package proceedings. 
“The Commission does not neeq 
to speculate as to what Paramount 
will do in broadcast operations * 
company brief declares. “Para. 
mount has been engaged in broad. 


cast questions for more than q 
decade. During all that time there 
has not been the slightest sugges. 
tion of any conduct or action 
which is inconsistent with the anti. 
trust laws or the public interest, 
On the contrary, the record af. 
firmatively shows a record of op 
eration which has_ consistently 
been on the highest level of publie 
service.” 

Further, Paramount points out, 
even where antitrust practices 
arise in the broadcast field, the 
Commission does not cancel licen- 
ses but develops procedures for 
eliminating such practices. 

“Thus, when it appeared to the 
Commission that certain practices 
of the networks constituted un- 


reasonable restrictions on compcti« 
tion and were against public in- 
terest, the Commission instituted 


the chain broadcasting investiga- 
tion,” and when the networks 
complied with the regulations in- 
stituted as a result of this inquiry, 
“the Commission did not cancel 
(Continued on page 20) 


Pic’s NY. Preem May 
Be Accomped by Suit 
For 166 by Marshall 


Impending preem of the foreign- 
made “Captain Black Jack” at the 
Palace Theatre, N. Y., may be ac- 
companied by trial of a $16,000 
suit brought in N. Y. Supreme 
Court by actor Herbert Marshall 
against the picture’s producers, 
Alsa Films, Inec., and Miguel 
Salkind. Marshall, who oostars in 
the import with Patricia Roc, 
George Sanders and Agnes Moore- 
head, filed his action to recover 
Salary allegedly due. 

Answering Marshall’s suit, Alsa 
contends the actor was guilty of 
“misconduct” while the film was 
in production on the Mediterra- 
nean island of Majorca, off the 
coast of Spain. However. Justice 
Irving Saypol ruled last week that 
Marshall need not give evidence 
as to the alleged misconduct since 
Alsa had failed to supply a bill of 
particulars. 

Somewhat ahead of Marshal! in 
the legal battle is Miss Moorehead. 


(Continued on page 63) 








N. Y. to Europe 
G. A. Biondo 
Ariana Bronne 
Kirk Douglas 
Edward Dmytryk 
Frank M. Folsom 
Ruth Gordon 
Edward Gottlieb 
Mitchell Hamilburg 
Rita Hayworth 
Betty Hutton 
Garson Kanin 
Buster Keaton 
Jed> Mace 
Anthony Marlowe 
Bronislava Nijinska 
Terence Rattigan 
Silas F. Seadler 
Paul Stewart 
Robert Surtees 
Milly Vitale 


Europe to N. Y. 
Julian T. Abeles 
John Barrymore, Jr. 
Millicent Brower 
Clarence Brown 
Dorothy Caruso 
Constance Collier 
Delmar Daves 
Lillian Gish 
Samuel Goldwyr 
Rex Harrison 
Katharine Hepbura 
Sol Hurok 
Arthur Krim 
Esmond Knight 
Jill Kraft 
Joshua Logan 
Ray d Massey 
Georgé Pobst 
Seymour Siegel 
Lew Wasserman 
Parker Wheatley 





; 








uings 


sept. 23, 
tandpoint, 
ions Com. 
oncern in 
ictures as 
Company 
“Ing filed 
‘tion with 
ings. 

not need 
aramount 
erations,” 
S. *Parae 
in broads 
P than a 
ime there 
st sugges. 
or action 
| the anti. 
' interest, 
ecord af- 
rd of op. 
nsistently 
of publie 


bints out, 
practices 
field, the 
cel licen- 
lures for 
2S. 

ed to the 
practices 
uted un- 
competie 
ublic ins 
instituted 
investiga- 
networks 
itions ine 
3 inquiry, 
t cancel 
20) 


ay 
Suit 
larshall 


. foreign- 
x” at the 
iy be ac- 
| $16,000 
Supreme 
Marshall 
roducers, 

Miguel 
ostars in 
‘ia Roe, 
s Moore- 
recover 


uit, Alsa 
tuilty of 
ilm was 
editerra- 
off the 
Justice 
eek that 
evidence 
ict since 
a bill of 


‘shall in 
orehead. 


63) 









Wednesday, September 24, 


1952 


VARIETY 





EXHIBS’ NEW ‘PROMISED LAND’ 





Universal Soaring to $750 
~ Per Share on 52 Earnings 


With its third-quarter 


arnit : von 
jas year’s income for the same 


riod, and its current billings | 
reraging about $800,000 a week, | 
it's figured in Wall St. that Uni-| 
yersal’s earnings per share should | 
hit about $2.50 when all returns 
are in at the end of the fiscal year. 
Last year the 
earned $2.10. 

Although 
the Securities 
ion last week for the 13 weeks | 
Aug. 2 showed a drop of | 


: ' 
from the same period a) 


miss 
ending 
$78.873 
year ao, 
ahead Or Os 
sross for the third quarter totalled | 
$15,454,260 as compared with $15,- | 
633.133 for the same time a year 
zo, For 39 weeks of 1952, U| 
chalked up $45,831,682 as com-| 
pared to $44,033,789 for ‘51. | 

Slight drop in the recently-con- | 
cluded third quarter is attributed | 
to a mild decline in biz during May 
and June. However, biz perked 
up considerably during July and 
by the end of the month the over- | 
ail third-quarter total almost 
equalled last year’s sum for the 
quarter. Upbeat continued during 
August and on the basis of early | 
returns it’s figured that the fourth | 
quarter should equal or surpass | 
the $21,138,000 earned a year ago. 

Surprising aspect of U's current 
solid weekly earnings is that only | 
one of the pictures currently in! 
release has received 
passing mention. 
making the rounds, only 
“World in His Arms’’—could be | 





termed a “biggie.” The others} 
follow the U 

mula, making frequent 

color. They include “Has Any-| 


body Seen My Gal,” “Francis Goes | 
to West Point,” “Untamed Fron-! 
tier.” “Lost in Alaska” and “Duel | 
at Silver Creek.” 


MPAA Shows Pixites 
How TV Can Be Used To 
Sell Films in Theatres 


Perhaps backing up prexy Eric 
Johnston's statement before the 
Theatre Owners of America con- 
vention Thursday (17) that video 
will be used to sell pix in theatres, 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica is showing industry toppers a 
45-minute vidpic being used by the 
British Broadcasting Co. in Eng- 
land to plug theatrical films. 
Film, “Current Releases,” is pres- 
ently being distribbed by the 
MPAA as part of its informational 
Service and is being observed by 
Sales and pub-ad executives. 





world + 


«s comparing favorably with | s ‘ 
ous ineome for RKO, Selznick Divvy 


U's overall income for | retains 
a9 weeks of 1952 was $1,797,893 | Bobby-Soxer,” 
a] Consolidated world | Time,” 





Jointly-Controlled Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Seven picture properties con- 
trolled jointly by David O. Selznick 


company’s shares and RKO were divided, with Selz-| ate, unsolved problems of arbitra- | 

|nick getting complete distribution | tion and the 16m suit. 
the report filed with | rights to three and the studio to | 
& Exchange Com-| four. 


Producer gained control of “The 
Farmer's Daughter,’ ‘Notorious” 
and “The Spiral Staircase.” RKO 
“The Bachelor and the 
“Till the End of 
“Walk Softly, Stranger” 
and “Mr. Blandings Builds a 
Dream House.” 





Johnston Defers 
Paris Trip; Pact 


With France Off 


Despite the impasse in negotiat- 
ing a new film agreement with the 
French government, Eric Johnston, 
prexy of the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn., has no immediate plans 
to go to Paris to resume the talks. 


more than } Consequently, the Franco-American 
Of the six pix} accord is expected to remain up| struction ban. He predicted 5,000 | 
one—j|in the air 


until Johnston goes 
abroad. 


MPEA board of directors, con- 


cornball-action for-j| sisting of prexies and foreign man- 
use of| agers of 


the major companies, 
voted two weeks ago to send John- 
ston to Paris to attempt to renego- 
tiate the deal. 

MPEA topper’s delay in taking 
off is an indication that the French 
are maintaining their adamant po- 
sition and are not prepared as yet 
to work out a compromise deal 
with the Yank distribs. Another 
factor, perhaps holding off John- 
son’s departure, is the desire of 
the Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers for fuller par- 
ticipation in the talks by the State 
Dept. 

French pact is technically an 
agreement between governments. 
The original 1947 deal was worked 
out by James F. Byrnes, then Sec- 
retary of State, and Leon Blum, 
then French Foreign Minister. 

Meanwhile, American films al- 
ready in France will be released as 
heretofore. However, the French 
have made no plans to pick up new 
U. S. films. Theodore Smith, MPEA 
rep in France, has been holding 
daily confabs with French officials, 


mostly on day to day business, but 





Film, a regular program on the 
British tele network, opens with an 
m.c. describing what films will be 
shown and discussed. Program 
follows with seven or eight-min- 
ule trailers of four films currently 
in release. Trailers are not the 
ordinary footage usually associated 
with “coming attractions,” but are 
Caretully integrated actual scenes 
from the pictures pointing up the 


highly dramatic or suspense ele- 
ig of the films. Footage builds 
Pp to 


a a climax and then stops 
avr uptly much in the manner of a 
(Continued on page 20) 


FIRE’ SANS COLOR IS 
ALSO SANS PICKFORD 


ae a Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Mary Pickford has bowed out of 
‘er Comeback role as star of Stan- 
ni Kramer's “Circle of Fire.” She 
i disappointed because the pic- 
ean Was to be made in black-and- 
e instead of Technicolor. She 
es rehearsed one day on the Co- 
umbia lot. 

os Sa explained that there was 
oA fchnicolor commitment avail- 
hot at present and that he could 
of hie pone the picture because 
he 4 crowded schedule. He said 
Broduce nt ahead with plans to 
te ce “Circle” with another ac- 
ess in the top role, 





he has also been sounding them 
out on their attitude for resuming 
the talks. Fayette W. Allport, 
MPEA's British rep, who has par- 
‘ticipated in the French negotia- 
tions. is currently in U. S. on a 
vacation and is expected to remain 
here for several more weeks. *He 
had come over to take part in the 
recently-concluded renewal of the 
British film agreement. 


‘Judge Allows Release 
| Of Nasser Pix to TV 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Release of four pix produced by 
| James and George Nasser to tele- 
vision has been okayed by Federal 
Judge Harry C. Westover in an 
{opinion which, in effect, reversed 
/a previous ruling. 

| Pix have already been shown on 
| video but United Artists had ap- 
pealed the decision permitting the 
telecasting by bankruptcy referee 


Benno M. Brink. 

| On July 31 Judge Westover up- 
‘held an appeal but the Nassers’ at- 
torney, George T. Goggin, asked a 
rehearing two weeks Jater, assert- 
ing the decision was based on 
clauses not actually in the UA- 
| Nasser contract. 




















VIDEO, DRIVE-INS 














KEY TO FUTURE 


Washington, Sept. 23. | 

The new promised land for ex- | 
hibitors is a place of drive-ins, big- | 
'ger concession stands, theatre TV} 
and owned-and-operated video sta- 
| tions. it’s the answer to the long- | 
| range economic headaches, and it | 
| makes showmen forget the immedi- | 





| 
That's the way it looks in the | 
wake of last week’s convention here | 
|of the Theatre Owners of America. 

TOA sent the 16m_hot-potato 
| back to the local member units for 
| eurther instructions, and ran into 
ian Allied States Assn. roadblock 
| which stymied the hoped-for quick 
action to realize industry arbitra- 
tion. Nevertheless, many TOA | 
members left Washington  con- | 
vinced that the best is still ahead 
for the exhibitor who’s willing to 
take a chance. 

1. They were quoted figures to 
show that the drive-in attracis an 
almost entirely different audience 
than frequents the conventional, 
in-town theatre, and urged to buiid 
their own drive-ins to profit from 
this vast new audience. Jack Bruna- 
gel, chairman of the TOA drive-in 
committee, painted a glowing pic- 
ture of the profitable future in 





| 





ozoners. Nathan D. Golden, direc- 
tor of the motion-picture-photo- 
graphic products division of Na- 


tional Production Authority, urged 
exhibitors to start making their | 
drive-in plans immediately to be | 
ready for the lifting of the con- | 





(Continued on page 18) 








Telemeter, Eyeing 
The Future, Casting 
For Name President | 


Telemeter Corp. TV subscription 
outfit, is on the prowl for a “name” 
president in the belief that the 
company will play an important 
part in the electronics future and 
will require weighty-nomenclature 
on its personnel roster. It’s ap- 
parent that the company intends 
to name achief exec before Tele- 
meter tests its home machine de- 
vice shortly after Jan. 1 on the 
Coast. 

Paramount v.p. Paul Raibourn 
took over board chairmanship of 
Telemeter upon Par’s acquisition 
of 50° of the outfit’s stock. David 
Loew at that time was named vice- 
chairman and Carl Leserman was 
set as exec v.p. Loew and Leser- 
man, including their respective 
families, own a total of about 44% 
of the stock, and the New York 
banking firm of Lehman Bros. 
owns 5%. Paul MacNamara, for- 
mer public relations director for 
David O. Selznick, owns 1°. 


SHOW CAUSE ORDER 
IN COL MINORITY SUIT 


A dissenter who opposed a pro- 
posed settlement of a minority 
stockholder suit brought in N. Y. 
Supreme Court against Columbia 
Pictures was ordered by Justice 
Morris Eder on Monday (22) to 
show cause by tomorrow (Thurs.) 
why he thinks a different arrange- 
ment should be made. Objection 
was raiséd at a hearing to confirm 
recommendations of Referee Ar- 
thur G. Klein that the settlement 
be adopted as “fair and equitable.” 

Filed in March, 1949, by David 
Cohn (no relation to Col prez 
Harry Cohn) and other sharehold- 
ers against Columbia and its di- 
rectors, the action challenged the 
board’s approval of prexy Cohn’s 
new February, 1949, employment 
contract which handed him $3,500 
weekly, $300 weekly expenses, an 
insurance policy plus a $40,000 
fee to attorney Arnold Grant for 
negotiating his new ticket. 

Under the proposed settlement, 
Harry Cohn would pay back $20,- 
000 of Grant’s retainer to the Co- 
lumbia treasury as well as make 
several minor revisions in his em- 








Exhibs Unruffled About Vidéhns; 
Selling Theatrical Pix to TV Riles ‘Em 


s 





Sam Shain Joins 


COMPO as Special Rep 


Sam Shain, onetime exhibitor 
relations contact for 20th-Fox, 
joined the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations this week as 
special representative. 

He will serve mainly in the field 
and will assist in 
various COMPO projects. 


Little Sacrifice 
By Yank Cos. In 
Anglo Film Deal 


New ,film deal with England, 
whereby. the American companies 
agreed to waive the right to trans- 
fer British earnings in the amount 
of $5,900,000 over the next year, 
appeared to represent little sacri- 
fice by the Yank outfits, according 
to foreign market observers. 

Intricate formulae are involved, 
but the important consideration is 





| that the U. S. distribs, for the most 
| part, already have overdrawn the | 


amount of convertible dollars per- 
mitted under the previous 
pact. 

Companies were allowed to con- 
vert. a basic $17,000,000, 


duction investments in Britain and 
additional sums under the so- 
called Eady Plan. Last is the ar- 
rangement whereby increases in 
theatre admission scales are shared 


and the producer-distribs. In addi- 
tion to production expenditures the 
U. S. outfits were allowed numer- 
ous “other uses” for their blocked 
sterling. 

Net result of remittances of 
earnings to date and investments 
in England is that the American 
companies have virtually no reve- 
nue blocked in the United King- 
dom and, with the possible excep- 
tion of Paramount, their accounts 

(Continued on page 22) 


Anglo-Am. Pix Industry 


Honors Metro’s Eckman 


London, Sept. 23. 
Leaders of the Anglo-American 
film industry and prominent Amer- 
icans in London, supvorted by the 
top brass of the army and navy, 
turned out to honor Sam Eckman, 
Jr., at a Savoy Hotel dinner tonight | 





implementing | 


trade | 


plus | 
amounts equal to one-third of pro- | 


by the British government, exhibs | 


* Motion Picture Assn. of America 
| prexy Eric Johnston’s blunt state- 
;}ment to the Theatre Owners of 
America convention last week— 
ithat “this industry is going to 
make films especially for televi- 
| sSion’’—caused less concern among 
theatremen than was generally 


|expected. Taking the attitude that 
|the move was “inevitable,” exhibs 
indicated that they resented less 
| the making of special films for TV 
| than the selling of theatrical pix 
for video showing. 

| Exhibs queried pointed out they 
|would continue to fight any at- 
itempt of the majors to nedde 
| played-out feature pix. Feeling 
;} among the theatremen is that they 
helped amortize the pix and they 
could see no good reason why it 
should be sold to a competitor who 
would show them free. 

Continuing in the “inevitable” 
vein, exhibs conceded that produc- 
tion costs and the present market 
|} eonditions could force the majors 
|into making vidpix. That was all 
|right with them, they said, as long 
as the producers don’t neglect “in 
j}any shape or form the theatrical 
| pictures.” 

Johnston, in his TOA speech, 
prefaced his announcement by ob- 
serving “there will be a marriage 
of motion pictures and electronics 
natural marriage.” On his 
Statement of the majors’ eventual 
intention to start turning out prod- 
uct for TV, Johnston told the del- 
egates not to be startled. 

“It won't hurt you,” he said. It 
will help exhibitors. Television has 
}a most insatiable appetite. Televi- 
‘sion will be predominantly on 
films, no matter who makes them. 
If we don't make them, somebody 

| else will.” 
He reasoned further that tele- 
| pix production by the majors will 
| provide extra revenue that will en- 
; able producers to make better the- 
|, atrical pix. 


‘Starr in Huddles 
On TOA Operations 
With His Chief Aides 


Alfred Starr, newly elected presi- 
dent of Theatre Owners of Ameri- 
ca, is expected in New York early 
next week to work out a plan of 
operations under TOA’s new per- 
sonnel setup. Starr will huddle 
with Herman Levy, counsel; Dick 
Pitts, public relations, chief, and 
Walter Reade, Jr., exec. v.p. and 
chairman of the org’s chairman of 
the org’s exec committee. 


Levy and Pitts for the most part 


=f 











(Tues.) on his 25th anni as man- | Will absorb the job of exec direc- 
aging director for Metro in Lon-| tor, which was vacated last week 
don. by Gael Sullivan. Additionally, 
The dinner was organized by the | Reade doubtless will have a more 
Kinematograph Renters Assn. and | active role in TOA’s affairs in 
was supported by all sections of | View of his upped status as exec. 
the industry. David E. Griffiths, |¢.p. Previously, he had functioned 
KRS prexy, presided. Speakers |as TOA’s exhib-distrib relations 
included toppers of the trade or- | committee chairman. 
ganizations, national press editors | Important posts given Reade at 


and the head of the Trades Union | 
Congress. 

During his prolonged stay here, 
Eckman has become an_ elder 
statesman of the American picture 


the convention in Washington last 
week was interpreted by insiders 
as indicating he’s being groomed 
for the job of chief exec at a sub- 
sequent national conclave. 


industry. For three years, 1931-34, 
he was the KRS prexy. He is now 
the only American member of the 
government’s Films Council. Five 
years ago he was made a Com- 
mander of the British Empire for 
his services for the Royal Naval 
Film Corp. 





EXHIBS BD. TO MEET 
ON RUGOFF SUCCESSOR 


Board of directors of the Metro- 
|politan Motion Picture Theatres 
. ; ae New York, will meet late 

| this month to elect a president to 
Pink Quits Oboler |sueceed Edward N. Rugoff, who 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. (| died in N. Y. last Wednesday (17) 

Sid Pink resigned as sales man-| (details on obituary page). Sol M. 
ager of Arch Oboler Productions | Strausberg, 1st v.p. of the Gotham 
and moved into Motion Picture |exhib organization, appears to be 
Centre to set up headquarters for in line for the post. 

Sid Pink Associates, Inc. New firm! Rugoff had the job for the past 
is designed to finance, exploit and | two years and in that capacity was 
sell films made by indie producers. | active in building public and trade 

Pink, former theatre operator | relations in the N. Y. area. He also 
and distributor of foreign films. had been a strong supporter of 
will retain his interest in the Obo- the Council of Motion Picture 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, September 24, 1952 





Snows of Kilimanjare 
(COLOR) 


Sock filmization of Heming- 
way story. Production scope, 
star names, engrossing dra- 
matics foretell hefty grosses. 


Hollywood, Sept. 19, 


20th-Fox release of Darryl F. Zanuck 
reduction. Stars Gregory Peck, Susan 
ayward, Ava Gardner, Hildegarde Neff; 
features Leo G. Carroll. Torin Thatcher, 
Ava Norring, Helene Stanley, Marcel | 
Dalio, Vicente Gomez, Richard Allan. Di- | 
rected by Henry King. Screenplay, Casey 
Rebinson; camera (Technicolor), Leon 
Shamroy: editor, Barbara McLean; music, | 
Bernard Herrmann. Previewed Sept. 16. | 











*52. Running time, 113 MINS- 

TED cccccccccccencceses Gregory Peck 
Helen .......ssseesseee Susan Hayward | 
Cynthia ....cccccecceces Ava Gardner | 
Countess Liz .....-.-++- Hildegarde Neff | 
Uncle Bill .....eeeeeeee> Leo G.. Carroll 
JORNHON 2... cecscecscecees Torin Thatcher 
Beatrice ....ccccccccceee:s Ava Nerring 
COMMie ..icecseccccvceses Helene Stanley 
Emile ......-seeeceseeers Marcel Dalio | 
Guitarist en esndéneuauees Vicente Gomez | 
Spanish Dancer ......-++ Richard Allan | 
Dr. Simmong .....++++-. Leonard Carey | 
Witch Doctor ....«++.-+.- Paul Thompson | 
TED. cect cc sesveegucesens Emmett Sraith ; 
CNIS .« . . ocscssccccctccces VISE, -WeUe 
American Soldier .......---- Bert Freed 
Bhargot ......cccscccecesss Agnes Laury | 
Georgette .....c+ee0es- Monique Chantal | 
Annette ......ccccceeess Janine Grandel 
Compton .....-ccseecee: John Dodsworth | 
Harry (Age 17)....++++..- Charles Bates | 
Wemduse ....cscccccccees Lisa Ferraday 
Princesse ......s+esees:: Maya Van Horn 
Marquis ........sscesesss Ivan Lebedeft 





A big, broad screen treatment 
has been given to Ernest Heming- 
way’s “The Snows of Kilimanjaro” 
to point it for hefty returns in all 
runs. Under the banner of 20th- 
Fox and Darryl F. Zanuck, it 
emerges as an often engrossing | 
dramatic mixture of high adven- | 
ture, romance and symbolism, with | 
numerous commerical aspects,| 
strong star names and Technicolor 
as ammunition for hearty selling. 


Zanuck’s production guidance 
strengthens the salable’ values. | 
supplying the film with the mate- 
rial needed to attract the selective | 
ticket-buyers as well as the regular | 
run of filmgoers. He has cast it 
well, and the color coating used to 
display the story’s varied locales 
is beautiful. The script by Casey 
Robinson broadens the 1927 short 
story considerably without losing 
the Hemingway penchant for the 
mysticism behind his virile char- 
acters and lusty situations. Robin- 
son’s chore is good screenwriting, 
particularly in the manner in 
which he uses the flashback device. 

The direction by Henry King 
carefully measures the dramatic 
worth and gives the tale the vigor 
it needs to carry it over the 113- 
minute stretch. He maintains a 
certain amount of interest even in 
those. sequences that lean heavily 
toward the allegorical and those 
not actually necessary to the pic- 
ture. He had top acting talent io 
use, and used it well. The names 
of Gregory Peck, Susan Hayward 
and Ava Gardner furnish the fil | 
with a marquee brightness that | 
strengthens the lure for ticket- 
buvers. 

Miss Gardner has never been bet- | 
ter. She makes the part of Cynthia 
a warm, appealing, alluring stand- | 
out. Peck delivers with gusto the 
character of the writer who lies 
dangerously ill on the plain at the 
base of Kilimanjaro, highest moun- 
tain in Africa, and relives what he 
believes is a misspent life. Miss 
Hayward is splendid, particularly 
in the dramatic closing sequence, 
in the less colorful role of Peck’s 
wife. : 

The symbol of the Hemingway 
story is the mountain and the 





frozen carcass of a tiger that lies} h 


in the snow of its summit. The an- 
swer to why the tiger ranged so 
high into the thin cold of the peak 
sets up a riddle, the answer to 
which Peck believes will enable 


| doctor. 





him to straighten out his life. Wait- 
ing and hoping for a plane to carry 


him out to civilization and recov- | 


ery, Peck reviews portions of his 
life for his wife, sending the film 
into its flashback sequences logi- 
cally. When tke review is com- 
pleted one is led to the conclusion 
that the writer’s past was not mis- 
spent, as life is in the living and 
his had been full to the brim with 
an eager acceptance of any adven- 
ture or romance coming his way. | 

The first flashback briefly covers 
Peck’s venture into writing and 
big game hunting after a youthful 
affair with Helene Stanley. Later. 
in Paris, he meets Miss Gardner, 
a girl who only wanted to be hap- 
py. Their affair leads to his first 
novel and a successful hunt in 
Africa, and the loss of Miss Gard- 
ner’s unborn child by deliberate 
miscarriage. After an episode in 





Spain, the lovers separate, and un- 
happiness and restlessness plague | 
Peck as he searches for new an-| 
swers to life, this period seeing | 
him through an episode with a'| 
strange, Bohemian woman and) 
then a reunion with Miss Gardner | 
on a Spanish Civil War battlefield | 
as she is dying from wounds re-| 
ceived while driving an ambulance. | 
Later, he meets and marries Miss 
Hayward, because she reminds him) 
of Cynthia, and they go to Africa’! 
to try to find where his life had | 
gone astray. Her understanding, 


love and courage bring the. story 
to a hopeful, happy conclusion. 
The cation-lensed footage 
taken in Paris, Affica, the Riviera 
and Spain add an important dress 
to the yaried sequences, The Paris 
street and cafe scenes, the music 
and noise, are alive. The African- 
lensed backgrounds are brilliant, 
as are those on the Riviera and in 
Spain. The location footage height- 
ens the impact and dramatic worth 
of the studio-made action. High- 
lights. include a jam session in a 
Paris attic, a rhino hunt, shots of 
other African fauna, a bullfight 
and the climactic chiller, the visit 
of a death-hunting hyena to the 
tent where Peck lies ill. Through- 
out, the strong directorial hand of 
King is felt. 
Of the many story sequences in 
the picture, the only real critical 
quarrel can be with the Bohemian 
episode on the Riviera involving 
Hildegarde Neff. It has an un- 
healthy feeling and, probably be- 
cause of the limitations imposed 
on its presentation, comes off as a 


| conversation piece serving only to 


lengthen the footage. Miss Neff 
shows to no advantage. — 
Featured and supporting roles 


are most capably filled. Among the 


|many excellent performances are 


those by Leo G. Carroll, as Peck’s 
uncle; Torin Thatcher, profession- 
al hunter; Marcel Dalio, Paris bar- 
keep; Emmett Smith, native ser 
vant, and Paul Thompson, a witch 
impressive guitar music tne 
Spanish sequence. 

Both the credited camera work 
of Leon Shamroy and that of the 
location lenser appear often the 
work of paint and brush, brilliant 


in 


| with lights and color and adding 


artistry to the physical values. 


Bernard Herrmann furnished a/| 


fine music score, and the many 


|technical assists aid in giving the 


production a class polish. Brog. 


The Thief 


Good spy plot, combined with 
novelty of no dialog. Excellent 
ballyhoo possibilities and grossing 
prospects. 








Hollywood, Sept. 23. 


United Artists release of Clarence 
Greene (Fran) production, presented by 
Harry M. Popkin. Stars Ray Milland; fea- 
tures Martin Gabel, Rita Gam, Harry 
Bronson, John McKutcheon, Rita Vale. 
Directed by Russell Rouse. Written by 
Green and Rouse; camera, Sam Leavitt; 
editor, Chester Schaeffer; music, Herschel 


Gilbert. Previwed Sept. 18, ‘52. Running 





time, 85 MINS. 
Allan Fieldg .......ce0e+ss: Ray Milland 
Oa Martin Gabel 
MED 9 0%.0006 cent poedecan- Rita Gam 
BEEN 26cctcccecocccedess Harry Bronson 
Dr. Linstrum .........% John McKutcheon 
DERE FMS, 0000000008 000een0% Rita Vale 
BONN. 4065000406 ¢cedecesesos Rex O'Malley 
WOMEED 69 66066 86 cose qedecss Joe Conlin 
An offbeat approach to film 
story-telling, a good spy plot and 
a strong performance by Ray Mil- 


land provide “The Thief” with the 
setup for a promotional push that 
should get it plenty of bookings 
and word-of-mouth, both pro and 
con as far as the complete absence 
of dialog is concerned. The novel- 
ty of this device, as well as the 
overall execution of it, gives the 
picture stout exploitation pegs 
that can bring in good returns. 

A joint effort by Clarence 
Greene and Russell Rouse for 
presentation through United Ar- 
tists by Harry Popkin, the 
picture spins its melodramatic plot 
as though generously supplied 
with words. Actually, dialog would 

ave been superfluous since the 
action plotted by scripters Greene 
and Rouse eliminates the need for 
talk and is articulate enough to 
tell the story. The absence of dia- 


log is not missed once the film has| Ea Holl 


— enough footage to cue the 
plot. 

While speechless, the film is not 
soundless. The busy hum of a city 
is a cacophonious note, a strident- 
sounding telephone bell plays an 
important part and, overall, 
there’s the topnotch musical score 
by Herschel Gilbert, sometimes 
used almost too insistently to 
build a melodramatic mood and in 
other spots softly emphasizing and 
making clear the dumb action of 
the players. 

Missed in the story is the rea- 
son why Milland, a respected sci- 
entist in the field of nuclear 
physics, should turn traitor to his 
country and deliver its nuclear 
secrets to foreign agents. His con- 
tact is devious. His phone rings a 
signal. He leaves his apartment 
in a Washington suburb. The agent 
tosses away a rumpled cigaret 


package as the scientist ap- 
proaches and walks away. Milland 
retrieves 


the package and follows 
the instructions written in it to 
photograph secret documents and 
then, just as deviously, drops the 
micro-film, which is then passed 
on from agent to agent until safe- 
ly out of the country. 

After the initial shock of the 
characters’ speechlessness, film is 
slow to develop real attention- 
holding interest until about the 
midway mark when an accident re- 
veals to the authorities there is a 
security leak, and Milland and the 


yi 5 ; > 
Vicente Gomez supplies | very top of the lofty roof, and the 
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The Magic Box 

“The Magic Box,” British 
import which preemed yester- 
day (Tues.) at the Normandie 
Theatre, N. Y., was reviewed 
in Variety from London in 
the issue of Sept. 26, 1951. 
Produced by the Anglo film 
industry as its contribution to 
last year’s Festival of Britain, 
the picture was originally ap- 
praised by Myro as a “prestige 
offering, for the American 
market.” ? 

In bringing the life of Brit- 
ish film pioneer William 
Friese-Green to the screen, 
“Box” was hailed by the re- 
viewer as a picture of “great 
sincerity and integrity, superb- 
ly acted and intelligently di- 
rected.” Performance of Rob- 
ert Donat in the role of the 
inventor was praised as were 
the supporting players, who 
included Sir Laurence Olivier, 
among others. Mayer & Kings- 
ley is releasing the Techni- 
color pic in the U. S. with na- 
tional distribution via Fine 
Arts Films. 


other spies put into being a well- 
laid plan for flight. At this point 
Rouse’s direction quickens the 
pace into a gripping chase thriller 
that follows Milland to New York, 
a contact in the Empire State 
Building, the killing of an FBI 
man who has chased him to the/} 








ea el eee 





well-done finale when Milland 
passes up his safe chance to leave 
the country te give himself up to 
the FBI. 


Milland does a fine job of pro- 
jecting the scientist’s nervousness, 
fears and inward revulsion against 
his traitorous deeds. In the last 
half of the film he is particularly 
outstanding, especially in the emo- 
tional breakdown that comes aftgr 
he has killed a man. Film intro- 
duces Rita Gam, N. Y. video ac- 
tress, and in her three scenes as 
a temptress she impresses as a per- 
sonality. Martin ‘Gabel, unfortun- 
ately, is allowed by Rouse to be 
too obviously a sinister spy char- 
acter, as are the other foreign 
agents, including Rita Vale. This 
ten-twent-thirt stuff doesn’t belong 
in what is otherwise a worthy 
effort. 

The Greene production super- 
vision makes good use of Wash- 
ington and New York locales, add- 
ing authenticity to the presenta- 
tion, and Sam Leavitt’s firstrate 
photography displays the settings 
and players excellently. Chester 
Schaeffer did the neat editing. 

Brog. 





Everything I Have 
Is Yours 
(Musical-Color) 





Marge and Gower Champion 
sparking youthful, tinted mu- 
sical; average b.o. 





; Holiywood, Sept. 23. 
Metro release ef George Wells produc- 
tion. Stars Marge and Gower Champion, 
Dennis O’Keefe; features Monica Lewis. 
Dean Miller, Eduard Franz. Directed by 
Robert Z. Leonard. Written by Wells: 
added dialog, Ruth Brooks Flippen; cam- 
era (Technicolor), William V. Skall; 
editor, Adrienne Fazan: musical direc- 
tion, David Rose; musical numbers staged 
by Gower ee and Nick Castle; 
songs, Johnny reen, Johnny Mercer, 
Clifford Grey, Rex Newman, Douglas Fur- 
ber, Saul Chaplin, Walter Donaldson, Bob 
Wright. Chet Forrest, Gus Kahn. Richard 
gy —— 7%, Harvid Adam- 
m eviewe ept. 17, °52. 
| me ee . — 
amela Hubbard Marge Champion 
Chuck Hubbard Gower Champion 


Alec Tackabury ewes ; a .Denni 
GE SEND. sccasecescess ene’ Lae 
Monty Dunstan .......... Dean Miller 


Phil Meisner Eduard Franz 


0 owe vcecerecceces John Gallaudet 
Showgirls. Diane Cassidy, Elaine Stewart 
ONS 55.6 kale vies mead dak Jonathan Cott 


ee ee 


Me SEONG 508ccab oxeees Robert Burton 
Mrs. Tirson tener e twee eeeee Jean Fenwick 
Pamela (Age 31%) ....... Mimi Gibson 
Pe WEE cb neh ccédcohdan ilson Wood 





The talents of Marge and Gower 
Champion, Metro’s youthful terp 
team, get a flashy showcasing in 

Everything I Have Is Yours,” a 
tintuner that spins an erratic en- 
tertainment course but still comes 
up with enough divertissement to 
indicate average b.o. ssibilities. 
Costuming, settings, dance num- 
bers and other trappings are deck- 
ed out in Technicolor to embellish 
the eye appeal. The star team is 
extremely likeable and almost 
generates enough verve and audi- 
ence response to carry off even the 
Sagging spots. 

It’s a George Wells production 
from his own screen story, with 
added dialog by Ruth Brooks Flip- 
pen. Film gets off with an unusual 
amount of promise, sparkling with 
youthful spirit and sure audience 
appeal. Wells’ writing, though, too 
soon falls into commonplace filmu- 
sical pitfalls, and not even the 
leads are up to carrying the lag 
that comes just beyond the midway 
point. Entertainment sag, however, 
really hits bottom with the “Ser- 
enade For a New Baby” terp-tune. 
The finale moments are saved only 
because the Writing gets back, dur- 


freshing course that launched the 
film. 


Eight songs are used for vocal 
and production efforts during the 
91 minutés of footage. The Cham- 
pions have a way with terps, and in 
this their dancing is fine, their 
singing likeable and the trouping 
acceptable. Marge Champion, par- 
ticularly continues to show prom- 
ise aS an ingenue who can get by 
even without a dance or song. 
Champion gives a very pleasing 
account of himseiz and, as a team, 
the pair scores with “Like Monday 
Follows Sunday,” by Johnny 
Green, Clifford Grey, Rex Newman 
and Douglas Furber. The first song- 
dance number. “My Heart Skips a 
Beat,” by Walter Donaldson, Bob 
Wright and Chet Forrest, and the 
reprised title tune near the finale | 
are good. Colorful highlight pve | 


their work is the _ well-stage 
“Casablanca” by Richard Pribor- 
sky. Marge Champion does nice 


solo work on “Derry Down Dilly,” 
by Johnny Green and Johnny Mer- 
cer. 


Dennis O’Keefe rounds out the | 
starring trio, but he has little to do 
other than be a principal off whom 
story points are bounced. Top fea- 
tured parts are filled by Monica 
Lewis and Dean Miller. The latter 
is pleasant in a lightly demanding 
spot. Miss Lewis is adequate to tie 
vocal requirements of her femme 
heavy character, but considerably 
less than that in handling lines. 
Eduard Franz, a wise attorney, and 
John Gallaudet, a columnist, are 
capable among the others involved. 


Robert Z. Leonard’s direction 
has its problems with the script} 
but, overall, gets all there is to be 
had from the material. He wallops 
the plot teeoff, which finds the 
Champions opening to a smash hit 
on Broadway in an O’Keefe-pro- 
duced show, only to discover that 
the gal’s dizziness is caused by 
pregnancy. Forced to retire with 
only one night in the show. Marge 
Champion becomes a_ successful 
mother for the next few years 
while Champion continues in show 
business partnered . with Miss 
Lewis. While the story plays along 
these lines, it is a lot of entertain- 
ing fun, equipped with nifty quips 
and situations. 

The “Serenade” number by 
Johnny Green, which comes dur- 
ing the script’s faltering sequences. 
is a cloying, uninspired bit of 
terping to undistinguished cleffing. 
Other numbers are “Seventeen 


Boetticher. Story and screenplay. Louis 
| Stevens; camera (Technicolor), Charies 
P. Boyle; editor, Ted J. Kent. Previewed 
Sept. 16. 52. Running time. 80 MINS. 

Dan Hammond ............ Robert Rvyay 
LOGO FEOUGED ..ccvssccecec: Julia Adams 
Neal Hammond ........+... Rock Hudson 
OMY EGE secccbicscces Judith Braun 
Ira Hammond ......+..- John Mclintire 
Cord Hardin .....eseees- Raymond Burr 
Timy Gi@aM .cccccccccces James Arness 
Dandy Taylor .....seeeee. Dennis Weaver 
Martha Hammond ........ Francis Bavier 
Frank *Tarleton ......e..s:.. Tom Powers 
PPE PTI TTT eee John Hubbard 
General Escobar ....... Rodolfo Acosta 
Tompkine ...ccccocsseces uglas Fowley 
BONN kv 06 66060008 be50es .. Walter Reed 
Eli Dodson ......e0:. Raymond Greenleaf 
A Henchman .occcpcecscces Dan Poore 
MR. . « 0.06 0646909068468 Frank Chase 
Mire. Tarletem ccccecccccecscs Mae Clarke 





Thousand Telephone Poles,” by 
Saul Chaplin, and “General Hiram 
Johnsen Jefferson Brown,” by 
Walter Donaldson and Gus Kahn. 
David Rose handled the musical 
direction, while Champion and 
Nick Castle staged the musical 
numbers. William V. Skall’s photo- 
graphy handsomely displays the 
physical attributes of the produc- 
tion. and Adrienne Fazan’s editing 
is able, Brog. 


Apache War Smoke 





Routine, small - scale western 
for programmer bookings in 
more general market. 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 

Metro reléase of Hayes Goetz produc- 
tion. Features Gilbert Roland, Glenda 
Farrell, Robert Horton, Barbara Ruick, 
Gene Lockhart, Henry Morgan. Directed 
by Harold Kress. Screenplay, Jerry Davis; 
based on story by Ernest Haycox; camera, 
John Alton: editor, Newell P. Kimlin. 
ph t+ Sept. 15, °52. Running time, 





67 $s 

BE Sinn oe 00 1higeden60e6e< Gilbert Roland 
Fanny Webson .......... Glenda Farrell 
Tees Merrere ...cccccices Robert Horton 
Nancy Dekker ....ccccos Barbara Ruick 
Cyril R. Snowden ...... Gene Lockhart 
Ed Cotten . 


-+s+eeeeees. Henry Morgan 
Lorraine Sayburn ...... Patricia Tiernan 
ber Hank Worden 


OCC Se oeeoCcces Myron Healey 


$.0'0 0600006606000 60s Emmett Lynn 
SN. <6:0946009860008625% Chubby Johnson 
DD. «0064206005606 Argentina Brunetti 


bby Blake 
Douglass Dumbrille 





A routine, small-scale western, 
“Apache War Smoke” shapes up 
for programmer bookings in the 
lesser situations. The irony of the 
Ernest Haycox story on which it 
is based seldom gets a chance to 
develop under the potboiler pres- 
entation, and the entertainment 
offered is lightweight. 

Principal purpose of the small- 
budgeted production is the show- 
casing of youthful talent. On that 
basis it does right well by Robert 
Horton, although considerably less 
by Barbara Ruick and Patricia 
Tiernan. Such oldtimers as Gilbert 
Roland and Glenda Farrell, plus 
some supporting character players, 
carry the major load. 

“An oddly assorted group is holed 
up in a desert stage station, await- 
ing an attack by Apaches who are 
after one of the group for having 
killed and robbed several redskins. 
Suspicion for the killings rests on 


romeo-bandit, but Horton, station 
manager and the offspring of one 
of Roland’s  fynryne amatory ad- 
ventures, will not turn him out to 
the Indians, even though he has no 
regard for his colorful father. 





ing the last 10 minutes, on the re- | 


Principals in the assorted group in- 
clude Miss Farrell, a gambling 





Roland, a Cisco Kid-type of desert | In 


—__ 
lady; Miss Ruick, a young 
mantically interested in 9 
Gene Lockhart, an officious Stare 
line executive; Miss Tiernan, an sit 
love of Horton’s, and " Miyres 
Healey, a scout chased into 1; 
station by the Indians. me 

The principals mostly 
around and talk under 
Kress’ direction, which never gain 
complete control of the situation, 

Good supporting performers jp; 
clude Henry Morgan, Hank Wor. 
den, Chubby Johnson, Emmet 
Lynn, Bobby Blake and Douglas 
Dumbrille. The Hayes Goetz pro. 
duction values yeflect the extreme. 
ly light budget on which the pic. 
ture was turned out. John Alton’s 
photography manages some inter. 
esting desert and Indian attac, 
scenes, and editing by Newel) p 
Kimlin holds it to a fairly tight ¢7} 
minutes. 


Stand 
Harold 
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Herizons West 
(COLOR) 





Formula western with star names 
to brighten otherwise bleak pros. 
pects. 





Hollywood, Sept. 19 


Universal release of Albert J Cohen 


production. Stars Robert Ryan, Julia 
Adams, Rock Hudson; features Judith 
Braun, John MelIntire, Raymond 


_ Burr, 
Frances 


James Arness., Dennis Weaver, 
Bavier, Tom Powers. Directed by Budd 





Star names and Technicolor will 
see “Horizons West” to fairly sat- 
isfactory grosses in the general ac- 
tion film market, though it is an 
unsatisfactory piece of. outdoor 
screen entertainment. A formula 
plot that leans too heavily on talk 
and characters that don’t quite 
achieve credibility are the prin- 
cipal flaws in the Albert J. Cohen 
production. 

Plot is laid in the post-War Be- 
tween States period, opening with 
three Texans returning to their 
home state. Rock Hudson and 
James Arness welcome a resump-: 
tion of ranching, but Robert Ryan's 
ambition is for a quick dollar, no 
matter what the means of obtain- 
ing it. He spurns his place on his 
father’s ranch with Hudson, and 
turns his attention towards easy 
money and a desire to build a 
western empire. 

From a rather slow start, foot- 
age proceeds at a good,straight-line 
story pace until Ryan starts to 
build his empire. It then becomes 
a session of pretentious, cliche- 
laden talk that even spurts of hardy 
action fail to enliven. Ryan does 
what he can with his character but 
beyond endowing it with a certain 
ruthless ruggedness can't make it 
believable enough to carry the 
tale. Hudson turns in a sympathe- 
tic performance, and Arness }8 
good as the brothers’ soldiering 
buddy. Julia Adams makes a pretly 
picture as the widow with an eye 
for Ryan, even though the latter 
had shot down her unscrupulous 
husband, Raymond Burr, who does 
a secondary heavy. Judith Braun 
fails to register. : 

Good character support is sup 
plied by John McIntire and Fran- 
ces Bavier as Ryan's parents; Ro- 
dolfo Acosta as a colorful, rene- 
gade Mexican general; Dennis 
Weaver, as Ryan’s gunman; Tom 
Powers, John Hubbard, Douglas 
Fowley, Walter Reed, Mae Clarke 
and others. P 

Budd Boetticher’s direction of 
the Louis Stevens screen story 





manager some good action sequenc- 


es but could do little with the plot. 
Lensing by Charles P. Boyle was 








well-handled, providing _ pictorial 
beauty. Brog. 
Europe °51 
(ITALIAN) 


Venice, Sept. 16. . 

Lux Film release of Ponti-DeLauren''’ 
production. Stars Ingrid Berems™ ' . 
tures Alexander Knox, Ettore Gianninls 
Giulietta Masina. Directed by yi 
Rosellini. Screenplay, Rossellini. De oy 
Pannunzio, Perilli, Fabbri from Kory 
Rossellini; camera, Aldo Tonti: musics 
Renzo Rossellini; sets, Virgillio Marcil’ 
editor, Jolanda Benvenuti. At Ven 


Film Festival, Venice. Running time, " 
MINS, 


BORD ccconcccvcese » «es-Ingrid Bergman 
GOOTKe ...ceccesceeseeses Alexander ae 
BOOTED oc cccsvceccscese: Ettore Giannini 
Pass€rottO .veseeseeess: Giulietta Masit. 
ichele ...ccccccccsces: Sandro Franch! ti 
GB cccccdevcescsscossese: Teresa Pella 





Latest Bergman-Rossellini pic 
has the marquee value of their (we 
names plus that of Alexander a 
as a starter. Beyond that, Rossé 
lini’s most ambitious undertakit® 
will take plenty of selling in! 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Japan from the be-| 


re occupation until | 
will be made by | 


Donnell, special re P| 


of the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
when he returns to Nippon short: | 


ly. McDonnell, who returned te | really become that this year, with| ing. Survey this week discloses that | film, 


MPEA Rep Again Treks to Tokyo 
To Unfreeze $2,590,000 for U. S. 


Attempt to unthaw about $2,500,-4 
American film earn- | 





Variety Clubs Expand 
Into Int’] Category 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 
Variety Clubs Intérnational will 


{aN PROD. ABROAD AT PEAK 





‘STIMES AS MANY 





Fanned by the crackling boxof- | 
fice heat of “Ivanhoe,” “Quo | 
Vadis,” “The Quiet Man” 
“Robin Hood,” among others, ton 


duction this fall in what is the 





postwar peak for that type, shoot- | 


AS LAST YEAR 





lywood is moving into overseas pro- | 





‘Lady Vanishes’ Reissue 
Doing Big Biz for UA 


United Artists is picking up some 
nice extra coin via the 1938 British 
“The Lady Vanishes,” which 


the U. S. recently, takes off for the | applications already in this year | major studios have nine films cur-| the distrib owns and is now reis- 


week or 10 days. 


from Madrid and Hamburg. 


During his last visit to Japan,| and Paris are expected to be next| only three at the same time last | 


McDonnell, 
on retrieving 


which 
earnings W hici 


ing the occupation period. 


who works exclusively | in line. 
U. S. coin, succeeded} the U. S. 
jn unlatching more than $5,000,000, | Japan, Canada, 
represented 64% 
1 had piled up dur-} 


Total | 


of the} 


Until now, tents outside | 
have been in Mexico, 
England and Ire- 
land. 

F. A. Meinz is heading the for- 
mation of the Hamburg club, and 


currently in the deep freezer is| Gabriel Soria the one in Madrid. 





$4,377, 777, but $1,905,116 is to be | Global expansion of Variety Clubs 
reserved for taxes International is being handled by 
C. J. Latta, head of WB theatres 

Maas’ Tokyo Huddles in England, assisted by John Has- 


Irving Maas, 
huddling here 


and Japanese pix people and Jap- | 


Tokyo, Sept. 13. 


MPEA veepee, is 
this week with U. S. 


anese Government reps over two 
controversial film problems. 


First on the 


agenda is the mat- 


ter of quotas for the current half 


of the fiscal year. 


Majors and in- 


dies are stalled after several hud- 
dies over the division of the 74 pix 
allocated to the U. S. With the 
Finance Ministry reportedly de- 


cided on a 60- 
of three pix to 


14 split, a reduction 
the majors and one 


less to the indies than last half 


Maas is 
official 


year 
final 


stepping in before 
judgment is an- 


nounced next week. 


Other problem Maas will w vork 
on is the participation of the major 


U. S. compan 


ies in the planned 


foreign picture screening board 
now being formed. Japanese gov- 


ernmental and film officials have 


already 


formed screening board 


with European distribs cooperat- 


ing; U. 
nixed idea. 


S. distribs have so far 





Pathe Backs Vid, 
Feature Filming 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 


Pathe Lab has set up a fund, 


Starting with 


$500,000 to finance 


the production of films both for 


theatres and t 


elevision. That was 


the announcement of William C. 


MeMillen, Jr., 


president of Chesa- 


peake Industfies, of which Pathe is 


a subsidiary, 


New propect will be in charge 
of Charles Amory, veepee handling 
Pathe sales on the West Coast, 





Par to Map Policy 


Sales policy 


Of Flock of Big Pix 
At 3-Day Chi Meet 


for a flock of im- 


portantly-budgeted completed pro- 
ductions will be taken up by Para- 
mount homeoffice and field execs at 


a three-day meeting opening Oct. 6 | 


in Chicago, Company will have 


nine to 


P productions ready for han- 


ling by Jan. 1 and is bent on de- 


termining 
on the releasi 


how best to space them 


ng schedule. 


roup of pix comprises “Shane,” 
oad to Bali,” “Come Back, Little 


heba,”’ 
Worlds, ” 
“Roman 


Stl 


“The Stooge,” “War of the 


“Stalag 17,” “Off Li ” 
Holiday” - re 


and “Scared 


inne contingent at the Chi con- 


ave will 
Sales he 
Chairman: 
Sales chief; 
‘D.; Oscar 
Sales chief; 
Manager 

0 presia 
Onroe G 


include Al Schwalberg, 
‘ad; Adolph Zukor, board 

E. K. O’Shea, assistant 
Jerry Pickman, ad-pub 
Morgan, short subjects 

Sid Blumenstock, ad 
; Robert J. Rubin, assistant 
ent Barney Balaban, and 


Schwalberg ona exec assistant to 


Also sittin 
Bales manages 
ane, Howard 
forge Smith 


in will be division 


8 J. J. Donohue, A. N. 


Minsky, Hugh Owen, 
and Gordon Light- 


kell, who was recently appointed 
'to assist Latta in the organization 
of additional European tents, 


India’s ‘Aan’ As 
Yankee Wedge 
For US. Dates 


First pitch by India’s film in- 
dustry to snare big coin from the 
U. S. market is currently being 
made. The first all-Indian-made 
Technicolor production, “Aan,” is 
being used ius a wedge for U. S. 
playdates as well as the global film 
market. 

Mehboob Khan, producer-direc- 
tor of the film, arrived in New 
York last week and is attempting 
to line up a releasing deal with one 
of the major filmeries. Khan, ac- 
companied by Mike Frankovich, 
sales head of Film Locations, Inc., 
which owns the Western Hemi- 
sphere rights to the pic, already 
have held confabs with RKO and 
Columbia execs. Interest of the lat- 
ter is based on the London run of 
the film, currently in its ninth 
week, and the reports received 
from the English reps of both 
companies. 


First step in more widespread 
distribution of the picture has al- 
ready been concluded. with a deal 
set with Sir Alexander Korda for 
the English, German and Austrian 
rights. Finalization of deal with a 
Yank outfit is being delayed by 
the unavailability of a print for 
screening. Only print in the U, S. 
was shipped to Washington for a 
viewing by the State Dept. and the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
which showed the film at a recep- 
tion for the Indian fiim delegation 
currently visiting the U. S. Print 
is expected to be back in N. Y. on 
Monday (29) when screenings will 
be set up for RKO and Col toppers. 

Because of difficulty in obtaining 
color cameras and the delay in the 
subsequent processing, “Aan” re- 
portedly took three years to make. 

(Continued on page 20) 


Theatres, Schools Shut 
In Mo. by Polio Spread 


St. Louis, Sept. 23. 

Spread of a polio epidemic in 
and near Warrensburg, Mo., last 
week resulted in the shuttering of 
all theatres, schools, public gather- 
ings and the cancellation of a 
“whistle stop” of Gen. Dwight 
Eisenhower. A major Democratic 
rally in the town also was called 
off. 

Mayor Harry R. Garrison pro- 
claimed a state of emergency, and 
the theatres, etc., immediately 
doused the lights. State food and 
drug inspectors closed five eating 
places and one tavern. A three- 
day community fair at Holden, Mo., 
20 miles from Warrensburg, also 
was called off. 

Spraying of the entire city with 
a strong DDT solution is under 
Way. 











year. 


Most active in the global lensing 
is Metro, which is winding up 
one in London and Paris, has an- 
other set to go before the cameras 
in Africa in late autumn and is 
readying a third for filming in 
Scotland next year. Virtually com- 
pleted abroad is the Gene Kelly 
starrer, “Invitation to the Dance.” 
Producer Sam Zimbalist is prep- 
ping ““Mogambo.” With Clark Gable 





and Ava Gardner as the cast top- | 
pers, it’s to be a locationer near | 
Nairobi. 

Cameraman Robert Surtees, who 
lensed Metro’s highly successful 
“King Solomon's Mines,” leaves for 
Nairobi Friday (26), with Zimbalist 
to follow shortly thereafter. Gable 
is. already in Europe, having re- 
cently completed a costarring stint 
with Gene Tierney in the same 


studio’s British-made “Never Let 
Me Go.” 
Delmer Daves, wha. directed 


“Go,” planed into New York yes- 
terday (Tues.) while producer Clar- 
ence Brown is scheduled to return 
the end of the week. Also on Met- 
ro’s overseas agenda is “Briga- 
doon,” which Arthur Freed may do 
in Scotland, and a “King Arthur” 
period yarn that's to be turned out 
in Britain. 

Columbia Pictures lends a topi- 
cal note for its Stanley Kramer 
production unit in sending a com- 
pany of 32 to Israel tomorrow 
(Thurs.) via chartered plane from 
New York. Headed by director Ed- 
ward Dmytryk, the group will wrap 
up exteriors for Kramer’s “The 
Juggler.” Others making the trip 
are Paul Stewart, Milly Vitale, six 
a players plus technicians, 
etc. 

Another Columbia foreign pro- 


(Continued on page 18) 


Par Takes Bows, 
Cites Other Cos. 
Films in Upbeat 


Paramount is taking the bows for 
“spearheading” the boxoffice mo- 








mentum now being experienced 


tributing to the upbeat. Trade ads | 
prepared by Par socks across the} 
message that business has taken a 
happier 


keep the crowds coming back to 
the boxoffice.” 

Ad spread claims that “The 
Greatest Show on Earth” was in 
the lead of big b.o. winners. Then 
sustaining the strong biz was prod- 
uct of various film outfits. Non-Par 
pix which are mentioned in the 
company’s ad copy are “Quo 
Vadis,” “Ivanhoe,” ‘“Where’s Char- 
ley?,” “The World in His Arms,” 
“Affair in Trinidad,” “Sudden 
Fear,” “Dreamboat,” “High Yoon” 
and “The Quiet Man.” 





‘Snows’ Pre-Releases 


20th-Fox is getting underway 
with its plan to “pre-release” Dar- 
ryl F. Zanuck’s production of 
“Snows of Kilimanjaro.” 

Film, which preemed at the Riv- 
oli, New York, last Wednesday (17), 
ig set to open at the Paramount, 
Atlanta, on Oct. 8 and at the Hip- 
podrome, Cleveland, Oct. 9 on the 
“pre-release” basis. 





| quickie visit last week. 
but, in an unusual switch, is citing in on homeoffice affairs generally, 
product of other companies as con- | 


Rome | rently rolling abroad compared to! suing. On the basis of initial scat- 


tered dates, including the Trans- 
Lux 60th St. Theatre, New York, 
where it is now in its seventh week, 
rental revenue figures to be over 
$100,000. 

“Vanishes” is the Alfred Hitch- 
cock thriller produced by Gaumont 
British-Gainsborough. Clem Perry, 
operator of the Sutton, N. Y., art 
spot, bought the film from J. 
Arthur Rank and recently, in turn, 
sold it to UA outright. Purchase 
price is not revealed. 





Wald as Salaried 


Producer Seen 


In Accord at Col 


Jerry Wald, who bows off the 
RKO lot at the end of next month, 
appears likely to join Columbia 
when the general confusion over 
RKO is resolved. As part of the 
pact, Col will buy out the pro- 


ducer’s residual rights in six films 
which his unit lensed at RKO at 
a reported purchase price of about 
$250,000 to $300,000. 


Wald, whose future status has 
been a subject of speculation for 
many months, would operate for 
the most part as a straight salaried 
producer at Col with his lensing 
sked to be determined by prexy 
Harry Cohn. However, Wald 
would be free to make one pic an- 
nually in which he would have an 
equity. 

Holding up the new deal, it’s 
said, was the fact that 20th-Fox 
production head Darryi F. Zanuck 
had been out of the country. Wald 
agreed to consult with Zanuck be- 
fore aligning himself with any 
other outfit. Zanuck returned to 
the states from Europe last Tues- 
day (16), remained in New York 
for the following day’s preem of 
his “Snows of Kilimanjaro,” at the 
Rivoli, and winged to the Coast 
Thursday (18). 


Wald left the Coast over the past 
weekend for a six-day sked of pro- 
motional work in Texas in advance 
of the opening of his newest pic, 
“The Lusty Men,” Oct. 1 in San 
Antonio. Cohn was in N. Y. for a 
He looked 


but beyond this there was nothing 
particulaly significant concerning 
the visit. 





tone and the company’s | 


future lineup of films reflects its 
optimism and “determination ‘s | Expand Fund Drive 


For Saranac Hosp 


Based on initial experiments, 
fund-raising drive for the Will 
Rogers Memorial Hospital via the- 
atre coinbox collections will be ex- 


panded, perhaps enlisting about 5,- 
00U theatres. It’s anticipated that 
at least $250,000 can be raised an- 
nually through this method for the 
Saranac Lake Sanatorium. 
Several months ago, the collec- 
tion coinbox committee, headed by 
Loew’s exec Joseph R. Vogel, 
launched an experiment in about 


the country. Small display cards 
were created with small collection 
boxes attached. These were placed 
on candy stands of the cooperat- 
ing theatres. 

Over a three-month test period 
the theatre collections averaged 
$2.50 to $3.50 per week, with no 


100 theatres in various sections of. 


‘Gotta Let Talent Perform On 
‘Movietime Tours Not Just Bow 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Six little words are robbing the 
COMPO “Movietime” tours of 
their maximum effectiveness, ac- 
cording to actor Forrest Tucker, 
who plans to launch a spirited 
campaign with the Screen Actors 
Guild to give performers a better 
opportunity to aid the public re- 
lations campaign. 

The six words are: “You are 
not expected to entertain.” 

This is the injunction given 
every performér who goes out on 
tour. In place of entertainment, 
Tucker complains, they are handed 
a fact sheet on Hollywood and told 
to pick the topics they'd like to 
talk about to an eager pubiic. 

“This is crazy,” Tucker protests. 
“People don’t come to hear an 
actor tell them that the divorce 
rate in Hollywood is lower than 
in Peoria—or that more than 60° 
of people who live in Hollywood 
go to church regularly. They want 
a show—and it’s up to us to give 
it to them.” 

Writers, directors and the oc- 
casional executives who accompany 
these tours can make speeches and 
get away with it, Tucker contends. 
But the actor should be able to 
do more than get up on a plat- 
form and tell the audience how 
happy he is to be in Podunk. 

Tucker, who has made many per- 
sonal appearances with film pre- 
mieres in the last two years, has 
tried on his COMPO appearances 
to utilize the routines he has 
worked out with Tony Romano. 
Pair have a song and patter act 
which neither pretends is sock en- 


(Continued on page 18) 


Decca Influence 
Key to U-I Tuners 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Universal-International has shied 
away from straight musicals for 
several years, but now, with Decca 
Records at the helm, there are 
signs of a shift to tunefilms on a 
large scale. 
Sutdio announced a full-fledged 
musical, “College Showboat,” and 
assigned Oscar Brodney to write 
the screenplay. Another straight 
musical on the production program 
is “Nothin’ But the Blues,” once 
slated for Frank Sinatra but now 
designed as a starrer for Donald 
O'Connor. 


Loew's Sues UA Theatres 
To End Joint Interest In 
8 Houses in 4 States 


In an effort to terminate its joint 
interest in eight Ohio, Kentucky, 
Maryland amd Pennsylvania thea- 
tres, Loew’s, Inc., brought suit in 
N. Y. Federal Court Friday (19) 
against United Artists Theatre 
Corp., of which George Skouras is 
prez. Loew's notes in its complaint 
that although it is required to di- 
vest its 50% interest in the eight 
houses under a 1950 Government 
consent decree, UATC has refused 
to work out a plan of divestiture. 
. Loew’s asserts that since the dis- 
posal deadline was Thursday (18), it 
now can no longer hold the “RB” 
stock of Penn Federal Enterprises, 
Inc. Other half of the outstanding 
shares is held by UATC as “A” 
stock. Suit asks that the court ap- 
point a receiver to liquidate and 
terminate the Loew's holdings via 
a satisfactory plan. 

Penn Federal owns the eight the- 
atres through five holding corpora- 
tions. Century Parkway Corp. has 








cia, all in Baltimore. Chapel-State 
Theatres Co. runs the Ohio in Co- 
lumbus. Loew’s-United Artists-Co- 
lumbus Corp. owns the Broad The- 
atre in Columbus. Louisville Oper- 
ating Co. holds the State in 
Louisville while Penn Federal 
Corp. controls the Penn and Ritz 








patron complaints or any unpleas- 
| ant reaction, 














in Pittsburgh. 
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Fight on TV; 


‘Quiet’-Vaude Loud $50,000; ‘Carrie 
Neat 186, ‘Fear’ Rousing 256, 2d 
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Chicago Sept. 23. + 


0 Loop boxoffice was hit 
wcinesday (17) by telecast _ of 
Graziano-Davey fight but Pie i 
‘eather Thursday night an e 
v eish holidays are helping some- 
ow “Quiet Man” at the Chicago 
wit ine hampered by a weak 
- ide show but still is sturdy at 
$50,000. “Carrie” paired with ‘3 
po Bedroom C” at State-Lake 
should get neat $18,000. i 

“strange World” and Untamed 
Women” at United Artists, 1s okay 
$13,000 while “High Treason, . 
moveover from Esquire, should hit 
fancy $5,000 at Surf. 

“Sudden Fear” at Oriental is 
leading the second-weekers with 
a sock session. “Dreamboat” and 
“paula” at Roosevelt loom good 
while “Bonzo Goes to College” at 
the Grand still is fine in 5-day 
second week. “Merry Widow” at 
the Palace is staying stout in 
third frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

‘cago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
—Guiet Man” (Rep) with vaude. 


Socko $50,000 expected. Last week, | 


“Somebody Loves Me” (Par) plus 
Billy Daniels (2d wk), $40,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Bonzo Goes to College” (U) and 
“Son of Ali Baba” (U) (2d wk-5 
days). Nice $7,000, Last week, big 


$16,000. 
Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98)— 
“Sudden Fear’ (RKO) (2d wk). 


Word of mouth is excellent here 
with sock $25,000 likely. Last week, 
nice $27,500. 

Palace (Eitel) (2,500; 98)—‘‘Mer- 
ry Widow” (M-G) (3d wk). Neat 
$12,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Dreamboat” (20th) and “Paula” 
(Coli (2d wk). 
week, big $14,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—Carrie” (Par) and “3 For Bed- 
rom C” (WB). Femme trade is 
heavy here with fine $18,000 in 
sight. Last week, “Will Rogers” 
(WB) and “Captain Pirate” (Col) 
(2d wk), $9,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 


“High Treason” (Indie) (m.o.). 
Lush $5,000. Last week, “Encore’”’ 
(Par) (8th wk), $3,000. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98\—"Strange World” (UA) and 
“Untamed Women” (UA). Oke $13.- 
000. Last week, “Les Miserables” 
(20th) and “Brigand” (Col), $8,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par) (4th wk). 
Okay $16,000. Last week, great 
$21,000. . 

World (Indie) (587; 98)—‘Ero- 
(Indie). Trim $3,50C. Last 
week, “Young and Damned” (In- 
die) (8th wk), $2,700. 


‘Quiet’ Terrif $24,000, 
Toronto; ‘Affair’ Lively 
156, ‘House’ Hefty 146 


Toronto, Sept. 23. 
, With alkround biz on upbeat, 
The Quiet Man” looms terrific. 
in Trinidad” and “Full 





House” both are big. “Merry Wid- $16 


ow” and “Carrie” are also holding 
Very strong in their second stanzas. 
Estimates for This Week 
‘ Crest, Downtown, Glendale, May- 
a Scarboro State (Taylor) (863; 
1.059; 955; 470; 698; 694: 35-60)— 
ripple Creek” (Col) and “Sea 
\Ser" (Mono). Nice $15,000. st 
Week, “Fighter” (UA) and “To 
og and Have Not” (WB) (reis- 
ue), same. 
. Eglinton (FP) 
ant Miserables” (20th). Fine $7,- 
rhe St week, “Diplomatic Cour- 
7 (20th) (3d wk), $5,000. 
up MPerial (FP) (3,373: 50-80)— 
Wet Man” (Rep), Terrific $24,- 
or near. Last week, “Son of 
“ne $9,000. 
M Ws (Loew) (2,748; 50-80)— 
a Widow” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Pe $10,000. Last week, $16,000. 
up eon (Rank) (2,390: ne 
ml Hous oh Big $14,000 
SiLoog Captain Pirate” (Cob), 


Shea's (FP) (2 396. “ 
alr Trinidad” rot Bago 4 
“ast Ww eek : ‘ 7 
| (2d wk), $10,500, 
1538, 40-n,niversity (FP) (1,436; 
'G ‘— varrie” (Par) 
$16.50 Sod $10,500. Last 
up ptown ‘Loew) (2,743; 40-80)— 
$6,000. akes Three” (M-G). Light 
aU), $7 500°° ‘Lost in Alas- 


week, 


Good $9,000. Last | 


(1,080; 40-80)— | $7,500 


(2d | 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


“Bonzo Bright 
$9,000 in Prov. 


Providence, Sept. 23. 


This is a fairly strong week here 




















| 
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‘QUIET MAN’ TALL 106, 


BALTO; ‘DUEL’ $7,000 


7 Baltimore, Sept. 23. 
Activity still is fairly steady 
here with “Quiet Man” doing great 


Trinidad” shapes fine 
Century session. 
Estimates for This Week 


in second 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
(2d 


70)\—“Affair Trinidad” (Col) 
wk). Fine $7,000 after brisk $12.- 
700 opener. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,240; 20- 


70)—“‘Duel Silver Creek” (U). Mild 


$7,000 after 17 days of “Just For 


You” (Par) did neat $22,200. 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70)— 


“Quiet Man” (Rep) (2d wk). Start- 
| ing second round tomorrow (Wed.) 
|after biggest-in-moons opening 


round terrific $10,000 or near. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 


“Wife’s Best Friend” (20th). 
$6,000. Last week, 
bles” (20th), $5,800. 

Stanley (WB) 
“Caire Road” 
cott-Marciano 


Miid 


video. 


set for tonight (Tues.), at a $3 jolt, 
bound to add robust additional fig- 
ure to week’s take. Last week, 


|““Son Paleface” (Par) (2d wk), $6- 


600 after oke $10,700 opener. 
Tewn (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) 


| wih two spots vieing for top hon-| “Merry Widow” (M-G) (3d wk). 


ors. Strand opened Monday with 
“Son of Paleface.” At the top are 
Majestic’s “Full House” and RKO 
Albee’s “Bonzo Goes To College.” 
both solid. State also is good with 
| holdover of ‘Merry Widow.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Untamed Frontier” (U) and “Bon- 


zo Goes To College” (U). Fine 
+ $9,000. Last week, “Big Sky” 
\(RKO) and “Pirate Submarine” 
(Lip), $9,300. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 


“Full House” (20th) and “Sally and 
i Saint Anne” (U). Nice $9,000. Last 
week, “Big Jim McLain” (WB) and 
“Dark Man” (Regal), $7,000. 





| State (Lowe) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Good $9,000 after hitting nice 
$13,000 in first session. 

Strand (Silverman) (2.200; 44- 
65)—“Son of Paleface’ (Par). 
Opened Monday (22). Last week, 
“Assignment Paris’ (Col) and 


“Capt. Pirate” (Col), weak $6,500. 


‘Fear’ Sockeroo $14,000, 
Cincy; ‘Widow’ Strong 
1746, ‘House’ Full 106 


Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 
This week’s returns are adding 
to the gratifying string of winning 
sessions for downtown houses. 
“Merry Widow” is the current top 
coingetter with smart total for the 
flagship Albee, which is enjoying 





Marciano scrap. Palace also is 
socko with “Sudden Fear.” “Full 
House” at Capitol and “Devil 
Makes 3” in Grand also are in 
pleasing gait. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G). Brisk $17,- 
500. This is exclusive of sellout 
prospect for tonight’s (Tues.) Wal- 
cott-Marciano fight telecast, with 
all seats $3 and unreserved. Last 
week, “Son of Paleface” (Par), 


,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)— 
“Full House” (20th). Okay $10,- 
000. Last week, “Carrie” (Par), 


$9,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Devil Makes Three” (M-G) and 
“Storm Over Tibet” (Indie). Fav- 
orable $8,000. Last week, “Lady 
in Iron Mask” (20th) and “Girl on 
Bridge” (20th), ditto. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)—“Son 
of Paleface” (Par) (m.o.). Solid 
500. Last week, “Big Sky” 
(RKO) (m.o.), $7,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO). —Socko 
$14,000. Last week, “One Minute 
to Zero” (RKO), $15,500. 


Fatima’ Robust $7,000, 
Seattle: ‘Sky’ NSG 96 


Seattle, Sept. 23. 
“Miracle of Fatima” is making 
about best showing here this stan- 
za with big total at small Blue 
Mouse. “Capt. Pirate” also is rated 
good at Coliseum. “Full House 





>; Shapes modest at Fifth Avenue. 


Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 90- 
$1.25)—“Miracle of Fatima” (WB). 
Big $7,000 or better. Last week, 
“Jim McLain” (WB) (2d wk-8 
days), $2,800. = 
Veltecan (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
| 90)—“Capt. Pirate” (Col) and “Last 


(Continued on page 20) 








| 


Okay $6,000 after previous round 
hit $9,200. 





In Uneven Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 


The Jewish holidays bocsted film 


biz here Saturday night but ap- 
parently strong competition from 
Martin-Lewis on TV was respon- 
sible for sharp dip in trade Sunday 


night. “One Minute to Zero” 
opened strongly at Stanley but 
“Full House” at Goodman and 


“Monkey Business” at the Fox are 
heading for comparatively better 
weeks. “Monkey” was on the dis- 
appointing side but will come 
through with a good _ session. 
“House” was bolstered by heavy 
weekend trade. 


Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Fine $10,000. Last week, $12,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—*“Devil 
Makes Three” (M-G) (2d wk). Mild 
a in 5 days. Last week, $11,- 
0 


Fox (20th) (2,500; 50-99)—“Mon- 
key Business”’ (20th). Good $20,000 
but below hopes. Last week, “Son 
of Paleface” (Par) (3d wk), $11,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“‘Sudden Fear” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Sturdy $10,000. Last week, 

1 


extra gravy from the TV Walcott- | $12 000 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“What Price Glory” (20th) 2d wk). 
Off to $11,000. Last week, nice 
$20,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99)—“Captain Pirate” (Col). Tepid 
$6,500. Last week, “Les Miserables” 
(20th) (2d wk—5 days), $5,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)\—“‘Full House” (20th). Good 
$18,00G. Last week, “Affair in Trin- 
idad” (4th wk), $8,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99)— 
“One Minute to Zero” (RKO). 
Okay $20,000. Last week, “Big Jim 
McClain” (WB) (3d wk—6 days), 
$9,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99)— 
“Black Swan” (20th) and “Laura” 
(20th) (reissues). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, “Brigand” (Col) (2d wk), 

000 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)— 
“Dreamboat” (20th (3d wk). Off to 
$5,000. Last week, tidy $9,500. 

World (G&S) (500; 60- 
“Actors and Sin” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Nice $5,000. Last week, $7,000. 


) 





‘MONKEY’ FAT $14,000, 


PORT.; ‘SHOW’ NICE 96 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 23. 

Nearly all first runs have strong 
product this week, with biz still on 
upgrade despite hot weather. “Just 
For You” looks disappointing at 
the United Artists. It is-first time 
the Parker chain has played a Par 
pic. “Monkey Business” shapes 
solid in two houses. “Greatest 
Show,” back at pop prices, is good 
at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 
—‘‘Where’s Charley” (WB) 


“Affair in 


“Les Misera- 


(3,280; 25-75)— 
(Equity) plus Wal-| 
Promising | 
weekend activity indicating $8,000 
with Walcott-Marciano fight airing, | 


B'way Summit Scaled by ‘Snows 


‘Monkey’ Trim 206. 


| 


| at the Astor. 





Cooler weather and new, strong 
contributing to the 
boxoffice setup 

big trade 
(20) helped | 
hypo first-runs, latter day being as | 
good or better in many instances} with 


Three | $1,256,000 for eight-week run, big- 


product” are 
strong Broadway 
this week. 
Friday and 


Unusually 
Saturday 


as the previous Saturday. 


“Savage Triangle” 
Sept. 29 


For Wow $83,000, ‘McLain’-Carroll 


at the Mayfair. Favorable weekend | 
| trade is reported on “Duel at Sil- 
| ver Creek” at Keith's. 


106, Zero’ 286, ‘Ivanhoe’ Out at 1206 


(Indie) opens 


Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 


lers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—<‘Ivanhoe” 
(M-G) with stageshow (8th-final 
wk). Holding okay in final frame, 

around $120,000. Makes 


new bills plus the usual change at | gest first eight weeks in history of 


the Palace gave the street a break | fall. 


Last week, big $130,000. 


from a solid front of holdovers and|*Because You're Mine” (M-G) 
extended-runs. |opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Easily standout among the new-| Rivoli (UAT) (2,092; 70-$2)— 
comers is “Snows of Kilimanjaro,” |“‘Snows of Kilimanjaro” (20th). 


which is heading for a terrific $83,- | Heading for terrific $83,000, very 


000 at the Rivoli. 


sheba.’ “Snows” did 


“David 
t “David” had benefit of $2,000 from 
landoffice | preem 
trade Saturday-Sunday, the latter! Continues indef. 


This is only | close to former high here held by 
|about $2,000 short of the record at 


ithe Riv held by “David and Bath- 


and Bathsheba” (20th). 


did not. 
In ahead, “Les 


show; “Snows” 


day being virtually as strong as/| Miserables” (20th) (5th wk-6 days), 


Saturday, which is not usual. 


| $5,000. 
“Big Jim McLain,” with Mills | 


Roxy (20th) (5,886); 80-$2.20)— 


Bros., Jean Carroll, Danny Lewis | “Somebody Loves Me” (Par) with 


and Tommy Reynolds band head-/} 
ing stageshow, landed a nice $70,- 
000 in the first week at the Para-| week, 
“One Minute to Zero” is} 
pushing up to a big $28,000 or near | 


mount. 


in initial round at the Criterion. 


“The Quiet Man” is continuing 
the Capitol, 
with the current (5th) frame hold- 


its mighty stride at 


ing at a great $45,000. 

“High Noon” 
remarkably strong pace, 
solid $17,000 in ninth stanza at th 
Mayfair. 


It stays on. 


still maintains its 
being 
e | 


Mary 
| onstage. Opens today (Wed.). Last 


—‘‘Merry 
today (Wed.). Last week, “Sudden 
Fear” 
nice $14,000 after big $20,000 for 
sixth full week. Rounded out highly 
“Miracle of Our Lady of | profitable engagement, one of best 





Small, Al Bernie, iceshow 


“Monkey Business” (20th) 


plus Kyle MacDonnell, George De 
W itt, 
days), held at $50,000 after okay 
$70,000 for second full week. 


iceshow onstage (3d wk—5 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 
Widow” 


55-$1.50) 
(M-G). Opens 
(RKO) 


(7th wk—6 days), 


Fatima” also is continuing a steady, | runs here in months. 


healthy gait, with a sturdy $14,000 ' 


Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50)\— 


or over in the present (5th) session | “Man in White Suit” (U) (26th wk). 


“Ivanhoe,” with 


stageshow, is | 


Still 
stanza ended Monday 


25th 
after 


okay with $6,200 for 
(22) 


closing its long run at the Music | $6,500 for 24th week. ‘Four Poster” 
Hall with a fine $120,000 in the} (Col) opens Oct. 15 day-date with 
eighth week. This makes $1,256,000 , Victoria. 


for the eight-week run, a new high 
for first eight rounds at the Hall. 

“Monkey Business,” 
MacDonnell, George De Witt, ice- 
show onstage, held at okay $50,000 
for final five days of third session 
at the Roxy. “Sudden Fear” fin- 
ished its seventh week (6 days) 
with a fine $14,000 at the State, to 
wind up a great extended-run 
there. “Encore” finished its 25th 
week (6 days) with okay $4,500 at 
the Normandie last Monday (22). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—*‘Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima” 
(WB) (5th wk) present session end- 
ing today (Wed.) continues solidly 
with $14,000 after $18,000 for 
fourth. 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—Quiet Man” (Rep) (5th wk). This 
frame, ending today (Wed.), still 
is holding up in sensational style 
with $45,000 after $49,000 for 
fourth week Continues on two 
weeks or more at current pace. 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.85) 
—"One Minute to Zero” (RKO). 
Pushing to fast $28,000 or better in 
initial week. Holds. In ahead, “Big 
Sky” (RKO) (4th wk-10 days), nice 
$15,000 to wind up a great run. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—‘“Stranger in Between” (U) (6th 
wk). Fifth stanza ended Monday 
(22) continued nice with $5,200 
after $6,500 for fourth session. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.50) 
—You For Me” (M-G). Opens to- 
day (Wed.). In ahead, “Devil Makes 
Three” (M-G) (4th wk-5 days), 
down to $6,000 after nice $10,000 
for third full week. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.50) 
—"‘High Noon” (UA) (9th wk). Still 
in chips with solid $17,000. Last 
week, $19,000. Holds. 

Normandie (Normandie Theatres) 
(592; 395-$'.80)—“Magic Box” (May- 
er). Opened yesterday (Tues.). 
Last week, “Encore” (Par) (25th 
wk-@ days), landed $4,500 after oke 
$5,100 for 24th round, to wind up a 
highly profitable long run. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-$1.40)— 
“Holiday for Sinners” (M-G) with} 
Heading for fine 
$26,000. Last week, “Beware My 


8 acts of vaude. 


Lovely” (RKO) with vaude, $25,000. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; Agee 
with 
stageshow headed by Mills Bros., 
Jean Carroll, Danny Lewis, Tom- 
(2d-final wk). 
First week ended last night (Tues.) 
in ahead, “Crim- 
son Pirate” (WB) with Louis Arm- 
strong and his All-Stars, Gordon 
Jenkins orch (3d wk), big $56,000. 
opens 


—“Big Jim McLain" (WB) 


my Reynolds orch 


hit fine $70,000. 


“Sen. of 
Oct. 1 


Paleface” (Par) 


ct. 1. 
Park Ave. (Reade) (583; 90-$1.50) + 


! 


| 


| | 90-$1.50'—“ Lady 
with Kyle} 


Top prometion is boostin 
Quiet Man” to a strong total at the 
huge Fox, and one of few favorabie 
showings in city. 
At” looms nice at Warfield. 
House” is rated fine at St. Francis. 
“One Minute to Zero” looks okay 
at Golden Gate. 
way-off from-nice opening round at 
Paramount. 


“Just for You” (Par) (2d wk). 
i. Saene Last week, nice $18,- 
’ St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 65-95)— 
“Full House” (20th). 
Last 
(WB) (3d wk), $6,000. . 


65-95)—"‘Park Row” 
$4,500. Last week, “High Noon” 
(UA) (7th wk), $5,500. ~* 





“High Treason” 
Holding at $3,400. Last week, nice 


Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
Vanishes” (UA) 


(8th wk). Still doing well at $4,000 
after $4,700 for seventh round. 


Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 


90-$1.50'\—‘Ivory Hunter” (U) (6th 
wk). 
(21) still big at $6,000 after $8,000 
for fourth week. 


Fifth frame ended Sunday 


Victoria (City Inv. (1,060; 70- 


$1.80)\—“‘Affair in Trinidad’’ (Col) 
(9th wk). Eighth frame ended last 
night (Tues.) continued okay with 
$12,000 after nice $14,000 for sev- 
enth week. Weekends still are big. 


‘Quiet Man’ Tops 





Frisco, $26,000 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 


Biz is spotty here this session. 
“The 


“Lovely to Look 


“Full 


“Just for You” is 


Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65-95) 


—“One Minute to Zero” (RKO) (2d 


wk). Oke $13,000 or near. Last 
week, strong $19,500. 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; 65-95) — 


“Quiet Man” (Rep) and “Tropical 
Heat Wave” (Rep). Strong $26,000. 
to lead city. Last week, ‘Hellgate’ 
(Lip) and “Jungle” (Lip), $13,000. 


Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 65-95) 


—*‘‘Lovely to Look At” (M-G). Nice 
$18,000. Last week, 
(M-G) (7th wk), $14,000. 


“Ivanhoe” 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 65-95)— 
Off 


Fine $10,000. 


week, ‘“Where’s Charley” 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; @5- 


95)\—“Son of Ali Baba” (U) and 
“Dangerous Assignment” 
Fair $11,000. Last week, “Assign- 
ment Paris” (Col) and “Flame of 
Sacramento” (Rep), $8,500 


(Indie). 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
(UA). Slow 


Stagedeor (A-R) (370; 85-$1)— 


(Indie) (2d wk). 


|—“Mons. Fabre” (Indie) (3d wk). | $3,800 


and | Jnitial huidover stanza ended last 


Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 


“Captive City” (UA). Fair $7,000.| Saturday (20) held at $7,000 after “High Treason” (Indie) (2d wk). 


Last week, “Anybod 


Gal” (U) and “Just Across soaeell 


(U), $10,000. 


(Continued on page 20) 


y Seen My | big $9,300 for first wee. 


Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 


Neat $2,500. 


Last week, $3,400. 
Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)—~ 


; . \“Casque d’Ur” (Discina) (6th wk). | “Tomorrow Too Late” (Indie) (4th 
Liberty (Hamrick) (1,850; 65-90) Fifth round ended Sunday (21) hit | wk). 
4 $5,800 after $6,500 for fourth week. $2,800. 


Good $2,100. Last week, 
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PICTURE GROSSES il 





‘| Minute’ Hefty $9,000, KC ‘Knock’ | °°" vttes Fronter 6 


14, Devil’ Drab 8G; ‘Carrie’ 76 


Kansas City, Sept. 23. + 

Biz is spotty this session with | 

good money in two spots and light- 
» takes in twe other houses. One 
Minute to Zero” is sparking the 
RKO Missouri to hefty money. 
“pon’t Bother to Knock” will give 
Fox Midwest first-runs a solid 
total “Carrie” at Paramount 1s 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
(Based on 23 cities, 199 the- 

atres, chiefly firse runs, includ- 








fairish. Hot, dry weather slacked ing N. Y.) 
of after midweek and much need-| Total Gross Same Week 
ed rain arrived Saturday. Last Year $2,731,000 | 


Estimates for This Week 
Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 50-75)— | 
“Outcast of Islands” (UA) (2d wk). 
Okay $1,800. Last week, nifty 


(Based on 24 cities, and 214 
theatres.) 








. $2,142,700 | 


Louisville, Sept. 23. 


With one less first-run (the 
Strand, closed after 50 years of 


LA. Still Spotty; ‘Ring’-Cry’ Tight 


operation), the town's four front- | 


| liners are doing average or solid 
biz this stanza. Kentucky, smaill- 
seater, is doing fine with “High 
Noon.” Rialto is doing okay with 


“Caribbean.” “Untamed Frontier” | 


shapes fast at Mary Anderson. 

Estimates for This Week 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 54-75) | 
i|—*High Noon” (UA). Fine $5,500. | 
| Last week “Paula” (Col) and “Crip- | 


| ple Creek” (Col), good $4,500. 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
| 94-75)—"Untamed Frontier” (U). 
| Western type film drawing juve 
trade, fast $6,000. Last week, “Rain- 
bow Round Shoulder” (Col), $7,500. | 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue’ (3,000; | 
| 54-75) — “Caribbean” (Par) and 
(Col). Only 


2,200 7 cae ys | 
* Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 50-75)— t 
‘Devil Makes TGs. Dull $ — ule lanl 9 i“Storm Over Tibet” 


| Okay $9,000. 


t bh ( h boat” (20th) and “Arctic Flight” | 
u , ros y (“We're Not Married” (20th) and! 


“Glory Alley” (M-G). Dull $8,000. 
Last week, “Fearless Fagan” (M-G) 
and “You for Me” (M-G), near 
average $9,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75)— 


Last week, “Dream- | 


(Mono), fine $11,000 and m.o. 
State (Loew’s) (3.000; °54-75)— 


“One Minute to Zero” (RKO) and i“Thief of Damascus” (Col). Oke 


«Models. Inc.”, (Indie). Healthy 
$9,000. Last week, “King Kong 


(reissues) sock $13,000, one of big- which shapes as best boxoffice bet | 
gest weeks at house. there-in several weeks. 
Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 50-| sion is in prospect. 

*5\—-"Carrie”’ (Par) Modest $6.500. 
Last week, “Where’s Charley” | for a smash frame while Crosby's 
(WB), $7,500. “Just for You” at Paramount and 





__ Boston, Sept. 23. | $9,000. Last week, “Affair in Trin-| 
Loudest noise around town this|idad” (Col) and “Montana Terri- | 


(RKO) and “Leopard Man” (Indie) | stanza is “The Quiet Man” at Met) tory” (Col) (2d wk), same. Pa A : 
town, it’s only natural that his 


|“Son of Paleface” should do very 
| strong at 
| however, is topper this round at 
| Hipp with smash 
House” not doing over moderately 





“the Big! ‘Quiet Man’ Terrif 206, 


Sky” at Memorial is also headed} 


St. Loo; ‘Fear’ Fine 156, 


Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gran-| Fenway and “Golden Hawk” at ‘ 9 ye 
ada (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; | Boston are fairly good. “Fearless | Noon High $13,500, 2d. 


to Knock” (20th) and “Outcasts of | and State is not exciting. 

Poker Loved na nese ee | Estimates for This Week 

Last week, “Dream at” ( 1) | (B&Q) (1.500: 5)“ Ase 

with “The Jungle” (Lip) added at | alt. “wim (Col) ean aa 

Tower and Granada. Strong $19.-/ 19° near $7,500. Last week, fair 

000, one of best weeks at house in | $10.000 ee ‘ ’ 

many months. , hetcaege Wn ¢ , 9. 
Vorue (Golden) (350; 50-88)—"s- | gglegteen, HIl! (Beacon, Hil) (682; 

land Rescue” (Indie). Headed for | ‘pie searf’ (UA) (2d wk). Fast 
good $1,800. Last week, “Seven | “4500. Last week “Lady Van- 


Days to Noon” (UA) (2d wk), $1,000. | iches* (UA) with’ “Eva Peron 
on third day because of audience's 


rY ) 4 ? 
Quiet Man Bangup 116, | Beatie reaction. Then biz spurted 
Mols.; ‘Fear’ Fast $8,000, | “'postn Gro: "3.000: 40-85) — 


700: 1.217; 50-75)—“Don’t Botaer | Fagan” in for six days at Orpheum | 





‘House’ Big 5G, ‘Knock’ 66 Passage” NIRKO). Okay. $13,500, 


- , ast week. “Untamed Frontier” 
Minneapolis, Sept. 23. | (U) and “If Moscow Strikes” (In- 

An almost complete lineup of | die), fairish $9,000. 
newcomers and cold weather are! Exeter (Indie) (1.300: 60-80)— 
current boxoffice stimuli. Top |“Island Rescue” (U) and “Ivory 


fresh entries include “The Quiet) Hunter” (U) (4th wk), Off to about | “High Noon” (UA) and “Without | “Full House” (20th). 


Man,” smash; “Sudden Fear,” |$4.500 following oke $5,300 in 
sock; and “Don’t Bother to Knock,” | third. 
also nice. Still on deck, the lone Fenway ‘NET) (1,373; 4.085)— 
holdover, is “The Merry Widow,” “Just for You” (Par) and “Woman 
in its third week. }of North Country” (Rep). Okay 
Estimates for This Week | $5,000. Last week, “Les Miser- 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76) —/ ables” (20th) and “Yukon Gold” 


“Merry Widow” (M-G) (3d wk).| (Mono), same. 
Okay $4,000. Last week, fast| Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
$6.000. “Big Sky” (RKO) and “Secret Peo- ; 


Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— ple” (Lip). Socko $20,500. Last 


“Don't Bother To Knock” (20th).| week, “Sudden Fear’ (RKO) and | 
Nice $6,000. Last week, “World in, “Capt. Black Jack” (Indie) (4th, 


Arms” (U) (4th wk), good $2,800. 
Lyric I “oe (1,000; 50-76) — [ 
“Lady in Bron Mask” (20th) and | 85\—“Quiet 
*Tom Brown's Schooldays” (UA), | $30,000 looms. 
Light $2.500. Last week, “Greatest | Paleface” (Par) and “The Jungle” 
Show” (Par) (2d run). (4th. wk) | (Lip) (3d wk), $8,000. 
$5.000. X ae a og Leow) ane: be won 
Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-76)— | “Fearless Fagan” (M-G) and “Rain- 
“Quiet Man” (Rep). Nothing. but | bow Round My Shoulder” (Col). 
raves for this one. It should bene- | Okay $11,000 for 6 days. Last 
fit trom crix praise and patrons’ | Week, “Devil Makes Three” (M-G) 
word-of-mouth. Sock $11,000 or and “Washington Story” (M-G), 
over looms. Last week, “Dream- | $15,000. 
boat” (20th), $9,000. | <p shee me yp hd OS et 
RKO-Orph ‘ /—"‘Jus or You” ar) an 
16)—"Sudden Fear’ (RKON Bex | “Woman of North Country” (Rep). 
Joan Crawford pie in many Nice $11,000. | Last week, “Les 
months, Brisk $8,000. Last week |Miserables” (20th) and 
“Big Jim McLain” (WB), $7,500. “ Gold (Mono), $11,500. 


RKO- > : | State (3,500; 40-85)— 
“ee Bien (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— “Fearless Fagan” (M-G) and ‘“Rain- 
\ing’ (UA) and “Red Planet | bow Round My Shoulder’ (Col). 


Mars” (UA). Modest $4,000. Last | y,; ~ 
Hk, cUnimed aes a ay 8 en 


Se gee 
papel “Untamed Frontier” (U), ‘Dreamboat’ Hep $12,000, 

rarer (Mann) as-$1.20.—~put|  Indpis.; Taattke Oe 
Week. “Carrie” (Par) (3d wk), Biz is moderate at first-runs this 


| Wk. nice $13,000 


Man” (Rep). Loud 


(Loew) 





$3.800. 
tomers except ‘“‘Dreamboat,”’ which 
is leading town with a good take 
at Circle. “Caribbean” is only fair 


ate: r 
Affair’ Torrid $23,000, ! | 
4 Ss at Indiana. “High Noon” looks 
Denver; ‘Bowl’ Big 136. tepid on holdover at Loew’s. 


Estimates for This Week 
Denver, Sept. 23. | 


in oe in Trinidad,” playing in | 76)—“Dreamboat” (20th) and “Dark 
here thie gts heading for top coin | Man” (Indie). Hefty $12,000. Last 
ae -_ week, ‘‘Rose Bowl Story,” | week, “Don't Bother to Knock” 
big a twe houses, likewise looks | (20th) and “Lady in Iron Mask” 
ramet, House” shapes fine at | (20th), $8,500. 
rated sain’ Untamed Women” is! Indiana (C-D) 
ae at Rialto. |“Caribbean” (Par) and 
Brean for This Week 
"a 7 way (Wolfberg) (1,200; 50-| week, “Just For You” (Par), big 
lerry Widow” (M-G) (3d | $13,500. 


Wk. Tri ; 
Week 300g Holds again. Last | 








“Arctic 


; |“High Noon” (UA) and “Last Train 


Story” (Indie) with latter yanked | 


Metropolitan (NET) (4.367: 40-. 


Last week, “Son of | 


| romerag 
‘Ray Helps ‘Nellie’ to Nice $25,000 
In 3 Days, Det.; Crosby Lively 186 si°s>"Son°"taee, 


Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- | 


| Flight” (Mono). Modest $9,000. Last | 


Loew's (Loew’s) (2,427; 50-76)— | 


St. Louis, Sept. 23. 


} 


spots slowed up over weekend with | 


|biz a bit below last week. “The 


| 
| Quiet Man” shapes as smash leader | «7 aqy ” ¢ , (2 . 
“Sudden Fear” is | puveseiouail sock a ea9 Ood aticy ists (WB-UATC) (2.736; 2,344; 2.- 


jat the Fox. 


|rated fine at Ambassador while | ¢95 999 last week. 


|“High Noon” continues stout in 


d/second round at Loew’s. “Tales of 


| Hoffmann” looms big in two spots. 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
75)—“Sudden Fear” (RKO) and 


| 85)—“High Noon” (UA). 
| $24,000. 
| Glory” (20th), $13,000. 


{ 


$9,000 Sets Pace, Crosby Oke 216, 
‘Yankee’ 166, House’ New High, 96 





nd Los Angeles. Sept. 23. 

Spotty boxoffice pace continues 
here with holdovers and reopening 
of schools trimming the week’s 
total takes. Well-exploited “The 
Ring” with “Cry Beloved Country” 
is getting a smart $29,000 or close 
in twe theatres, being very good 
downtown but just fair in Holly- 
wood. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ........$523,700 
( Based on 19 theatres) 
Last Year . . $624,000 
(Based on 19 theatres) 








Fairly good $21,000 shapes for 





okay session. Of 


“Just For You” in two locations, 

? | with overall good $51,000 looming 

00n 0 t |for three hardtops plus four ozon- 
? ers. A big boxoffice bet this ses- 


sion is “Full House” which is head- 


ing for $9,000 or better, a new 
eve: ope 16 high for the smallseater Canon. 

>] Lionel Hampton band topping 

stageshow is giving ““‘Wagons West” 

Cleveland, Sept. 23. an okay $25,000 at the L.A. Pafa- 

Since this is Bob Hope’s home- mount. “Return of Villa” shapes 

small $9,000 in fcur sites although 

it is doing good at the Globe. “Yan- 

kee Buccaneer” looks light $16,000 

Noon.’ in three spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese (FWC) (2,- 

097: 2,048; 70-$1.10)\—‘“Just For 

You” (Par) and “Tropical Heat- 

holdovers. wave” (Rep). Fairly good $21,000 


State. “High 


week. “Full 


‘Miracle of Fatima” looks great for Crosby pic. Last week. Chi- 
Turnstile activity at mainstem at Allen. 


inese, Ritz, “Lure of Wilderness” 
Estimates for This Week (20th) and “Man On Run” (Indie) 


. All (W ) (3,000; 55-85) — ‘6 days), $7,500. 
eat Wathen -” Hollywood, Wiltern, United Art- 


1/100; 70-$1.10) —“Yankee Bucca- 
nan. ee | neer” (U) and “Scatterbrain” (Rep) 
Hipp Telemagemont) (3,700: 55° (UA only). Light $16,000. Last 
‘t week. “Wi Price week, “Big Jim McLain” (WB) and 
Last week, iat Price “atiantic City Honeymoon” (Rep) 
(UA only) (3d wk-4 days), $8,300. 


Lower Mall (Community) (585; Loew’s State, Egyptian (UATC) 


55-85) —“‘Taboo” (Indie) and ‘“‘Tor-, (2,404; 1,538; 70-$1.10)—‘Fearless 


j« = _, . ) . a 
000" ‘Last “week “Full Mowse”|ment” (Indie) (reissues). Okay | Fagan” (M-G) and “You For Me” 
/(20th) and “Clouded Yellow” (Col) | $2,400. Last | week, “Satan in (M-G) (2d wk-5 days). Mild $11,000. 
| $13,500. ’| Skirts” (Indie) and “Strange Last week. way below hopes with 
| Fox (F&M) (5.060; 50-75) __| Women” (Indie), $2,700. | thin $18,200. 


| “Quiet Man” (Rep). Giant $20,000. 
|or over. 


| same. 
|; Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 60-75)— 


Warning” (UA) (2d wk). 


stanza. 
Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 


| 


Last week, “Big Sky” | “Jumping Jacks” (Par) (m.o.). Hot. 


|(RKO) and “Arctic Flight” (Mono), $8,500 on third downtown chapter , 
|after getting $7,500 last week. (UA). Smart $29,000. 


| 


“Big Sky” (RKO) and “Full House” | 


| (20th) (m.o.). 
week, ‘“Dreamboat”’ 


Fair $10,000. Last 
(20th) and 


“Rainbow Round Shoulder” (Col), 


ditto. 
Pageant (St. L. 


Fine $4,000. 
(UA) (3d wk), $2,500. 


Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 85)—‘What 


| 


Amus.) (1,000: | — “Ivanhoe” 
90)\—"Tales of Hoffmann” (UA). | Hearty $9,000 on heels of $9,500 politan-FWC) 
Last week, “River” | last week. é 


“Son of 
| $16,000. Last 
| Jacks” (Par) (2d wk), $13,000. 


Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
752: 2,812; 70-$1.10)\—“The Ring” 
(UA) and “Cry, Beloved Country’ 
Last — 
i “One Minute Zero” (RKO) an 
Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-85) — «PFargo” (Mono) (2d wk), $21,300. 


Satisfactory Beverly Hills, Downtown (WB) 


Ohio (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85) — 


Neat $10,000 or near. Last week, “Duel (1.612: 1.757: 80-$1.20)—‘“‘Les Mis- 
| $13,500 after big $19,000 initial Silver Creek” (U) and “Lost in|erables”’ (20th) (3d wk). Modes 
Alaska” (U), $12,000. 


Modest 
$7.500. Last week, $10,000. 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-85) — Hollywood Paramount, Palace 
Paleface” (Par). Fine (F&M-Metropolitan) (1,430; 1,230; 
week, . “Jumping , 70-$1.10\—World In Arms” (U) 
(5th wk) and “High Noon” (UA) 
x43 ( Poy . 55-85) (2d run—Palace only). Held at 
Stillman (Loew s/_ (2,700; 9-89) | $10,000. Last week, nice $11,800. 
Orpheum, Fox Beverly (‘Metro- 
: (2,213; 1.352; aa 
$1.20)\—"‘Bi Sky” (RKO) anc 
Tower (Telemagemont) (500; 55- “Jungle Chang” (RKO) (Orpheum 
Price Glory (20th) only) (5th wk). Only $7,500. Last 


90)\—“‘Tales of Hoffmann” (UA). (m.o.). Nice $2,600. Last week. week, $9,100. 
Big $4,500. Last week, “Blithe “Affair Trinidad” (Col) (m.o.) nice Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 80-$1.50) 
Spirit’ (Indie) (2d wk), $4,000. ' $3,200. —‘“Carrie” (Par) (6th wk). Oke 








— $3,000. Last week. $4,000. 
, Canon (ABC) (520; $1.20)\—‘Full 
| House” (20th). Record $9,000. Last 
week, “Actors and Sin’ (UA) (8th 
wk-6 days), $1,000. 
Four Star (UATC) (900; 70-90)— 
Zero” (RKO) (3d 


. Les Angeles Paramount (UPT) 
(3,300; 70-$1.20)\—“Wagons West” 








Johnnie Ray pushed “Wait Till 


a 'Sun Shines Nellie” to a nice $25.-, 
Yukon | 999 in three days at the Fox this) 


' session. “Just for You” looks nice 
lat Michigan. “Don’t Bother to 
| Knock” is still hefty in second 
jweek at the Palms. “Fearless 
| Fagan” looks average at United 


Detroit, Sept. 23. ¢ 


! 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Artists. “Merry Widow” in fourth | 


|round at the Adams looms moder- 
| ate. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1-$1.50) 


|\_Wait Till Sun Shines Nellie” | looms mild. 


| 


/(20th) plus Johnnie Ray heading | 
stageshow. Nice $25,000 in three | 


|to Heaven” (20th) and “Laura 
(20th) (re-issues). Fair $10,000. 
‘Last week, “Big Sky” (RKO) (2d 
| wk), oke $12,500. ° 

| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


'70-95)—"Just for You” (Par) and! , wil 
| cae mecenes of Sally’ (U). Good | “Just For You” (Par) and “Wild) hold again. “Crimson Pirate” is 


“Where’s Stallion” (Mono) (2d wk). 


, $18,000. Last week. 


week. with little new to excite cus-| days. Last four days, “Leave Her | 


‘Paris’ Okay $10,000 In 


new product not / ‘ 
good, biz is sluggish here this ses- in other units or at second-runs. 
| sien. 


7g ‘ ‘“ : ‘ . > ° 
i nih “Crimson” Crisp $13,000, 


“Full House” (20th) and “Con- 
| fidence Girl’ (UA). 
Last week, “Fearless Fagan” (M-G) 


(Mono) with Lionel Hampton orch 
onstage. Oke $25,000. Last week. 
“Lure a yy a and 
ous: + . “Man On Run” (Indie), $9,600. 
Buff.: Minute Fair 8G Vogue, El Rey, Loyola, Globe 
’ (FWC) (885; 861; 1,248; 782; 70- 
Buffalo, Sept. 23. | $1.10)—“Pancho Villa Returns’ 
With holdovers. slipping off and ‘Indie) and “Feudin’ Fools” 
shaping very ‘Mono). Small $9,000. Last week, 





“Assignment Paris” looks 


Pitt, ‘Devil’ Dull 956, 
‘Fatima’ Great 1436, 2d 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 
“Lady of Fatima” in second week 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loews) (3,000; 40-70).—_| 


Mild $10,000. 


,and “You. For Me” (M-G), only at the Warner is still leading the 


|$7,000 in 6 days. 


city after a big getaway which also 
Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— topped everything ‘ast stanza will 


Down | picking up the Stanley a bit while 


| Charley’ (WB) and “Women of | to fair $8,000 after good $13,000' “Les Miserables” is doing better 


| North Country” (Mono). $16,500. 


- Palms (UD) (2.961; 70-95)—“Don't | 


/ opening week. 


than expected-at Harris. “Devil 


Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70) Makes Three” at Penn shapes drab. 


| Bother to Knock” (20th) and “Capt. “Eure of Wilderness” (20th) and “Full House” at Fulton also is dull. 


$7.000. Last week, $8.000. 


Denham ‘Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) Bombay” (Col) (2d wk). Thin $6,- “Your for Me” (M-G). Fair $11,000. 


oO ” 

Nice $7 poo etace” (Par) 3d wk). | 500 after stout $12,500 first. stanza. 
‘000. Last week, $9,500. Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 

\lair Trinided (epee oe 85) — | “Latuko” (Indie) and “Road Agent” 

Gola” oy nidad” (Col) and “Yukon | (RKO). Oke $5,000. Last week, 

(2nO!. Sock $19,000. Last 

Continued on page 20) 


50-76)— | an 


| Last week, “Les Miserables” (20th) 


wk), $7,000. 


| Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 70-95)— | and “Yukon Gold” (Indie). Fair 


' Modest $5,000. Last week, $7,000. 


(3.200: 50-76)— | Pirate’ (Col) (2d wk). Holding at| “Army Bound” (Mono) (2d _ wk). 

$14,000. Last week, great $21,000. | Holding at okay $8,000 after sock 
Madison (UD) (1.900; 70-95)— | $13,000 opening round. 

“Will Rogers” (WB) (3d wk). Okay | ¥ atayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 


United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70-| 
/95)—"Fearless Fagan” (M-G) and | 


d “Rose Bow! Story” (Mono) (2d 


‘in Arms” (U), $10,500. 


| 70)—“One Minute to Zero” (RKO) My Gal” (U), thin $4,000. 


\(RKO), big $11,500. 


Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Full House” (20th). Indifferent 
notices for this episodic all-starrer. 
Lucky to get even $4,500. Last 
week, “Woman of North Country” 
iRep), $4,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2.200. 50-85)'— 
“Les Miserables” (20th). Okay 
Century (20th Cent.) (3.000; 40- $7,500. Last week, “Anybody Seen 


0-85) — 


“Assignment Paris” (Coli) and 
“Last Train From Bombay” (Col). 
Okay $10,000. Last week, “World| 


Penn (‘Loew’s! (3.300, 


| “Models, Inc.” (Indie) and “Pirate “Merry Widow” (M-G) (4th wk). | $8,000. Last week, “Sudden Fear” | “Sere Makes Three” (M-G). Dull 
\ Submarine” (Lip), $4,500. 


(Continued on page 20) 
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OWER-CHARGED MOMENTUM has roared 
Vix our industry during recent months. 
Exhibitors, from the largest circuit groups 
to the smallest situations, are feeling it, 
matching their energies to it. “The crowds 
are coming back!” is the happy word from 
theatre men everywhere! 


Paramount, in its more than 40 years of 
existence, has lived through many cycles 
and Paramount never lost faith and confi- 
dence that the tide would turn in our favor, 
as it now has. On February 23, we announced 
in the trade papers: ‘‘The general release of 
Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘THE GREATEST 
SHOW ON EARTH,’ originally planned 
for the late fall of 1952, will be moved up to 
July, 1952, in response to demands from 
exhibitors . . . who have emphasized their 
need for big, big attractions during the 
summer months.” 


This great picture spearheaded the box- 
office momentum which all of us in the in- 
dustry must now hold and extend. Evidence 
of that momentum is realistically reflected 
in the record-setting figures registered by 
“THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH,” 
“QUO VADIS,” “JUMPING JACKS,” 


5 | 


Wednesday, September 24, 1952 





Our Faith, Optimism and Enthusiasm Got It Rolling . . . 


Together, Showmen, We Can Keep It Going Forever ! 


“IVANHOE,” “WHERE’S CHARLEY ?,” 
“THE WORLD IN HIS ARMS,” 
“AFFAIR IN TRINIDAD,” “SUDDEN 
FEAR,” “DREAMBOAT,” “HIGH 
NOON,” “THE QUIET MAN” and others. 


This upbeat established by. Paramount 
with “THE GREATEST SHOW ON 
EARTH” was not just a flash in the box- 
office pan. It spanned the whole summer as 
we went all the way with big ones like 
“JUMPING JACKS,” “CARRIE,” “JUST 
FOR YOU” and “SON OF PALEFACE.” 


And this upbeat by Paramount is con- 
tinuing with great pictures for the balance 
of 1952... through 1953 and beyond, 
many of which we have already seen; 
many are now in production; and many are 
ready to roll. These pictures—and the many 
millions of dollars they represent — reflect 
our faith, our optimism, our enthusiasm, our 


determination to KEEP THE CROWDS 
COMING BACK TO THE BOXOFFICE. 


Paramount calls on showmen to continue 
to equal with their own enthusiasm and 
energies the confidence in the future 
expressed in its big business-producing 
product which is outlined here. 
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FROM NOW THROUGH DECEMBER... 


~ 


Cecil B. DeMille’s 
THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH 
B Color by Technicolor. Betty Hutton, 


B Cornel! Wilde, Charlton Heston, ~ 


Dorothy Lamour, Gloria Grahame, 
Jomes Stewart. 


SON OF PALEFACE 


Color by Technicolor. Bob Hope, 
Jone Russell, Roy Rogers and Trigger. 


CARIBBEAN 
Color by Technicolor. John Payne, 
Arlene Dahl, Sir Cedric Hardwicke. 


: HURRICANE SMITH 


Color by Technicolor. Yvonne 
DeCarlo, John Ireland, James Craig, 
Forrest Tucker, Lyle Bettger, 
Richard Arlen, 


baal 
ant 


THE TURNING POINT 


William Holden, Edmond O'Brien, 
Alexis Smith. 


ROAD TO BALI 


Color by Technicolor. Bing Crosby, 
Bob Hope, Dorothy Lamour. 


JUMPING JACKS 


Hal Wallis Production. Dean Martin, 
Jerry Lewis, Mona Freeman, 


THE BLAZING FCREST . 


Color by Technicolor. John Payae, 
William Demarest, Agnes 
Moorehead, Richard Arlen, 
Susan Morrow. 
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SOMEBODY LOVES ME 


Color by Technicolor. Betty Hutton, 
Ralph Meeker. Perlberg-Seaton 
Production. 


THE SAVAGE 


Color by Technicolor. Charlton Heston, 
Susan Morrow, Peter Hanson, 
Joan Taylor. 


JUST FOR YOU 


Color by Technicolor. Bing Crosby, ; 
Jane Wyman, Ethel Barrymore. ' 
‘ 


THE STOOGE 


Hal Wallis Production. Dean Martin, 
Jerry Lewis, Marion Marshall, 
Eddie Mayehoff, Polly Bergen. ( 








o* 


FINISHED FOR 1953 AND BEYOND... 


~~ 
oo = 
~ a 
"Tega meananaweee™ 


THUNDER IN THE EAST PLEASURE ISLAND 


Alan Ladd, Deborah Kerr, Color by Technicolor. Leo 
Charles Boyer, Corinne Caivet. Genn, Don Taylor, and 
Dorothy Bromiley, Joan Elan, 


Audrey Dalton. 
COME BACK, LITTLE SHEBA 


Hal Wallis Production. Burt : 
lancaster, Shirley Booth, THE STARS ARE SINGING 


Terry Moore. From the great Color by Technicolor. Anna 
stage play, Maria Alberghetti, Lauritz 
Melchior, Rosemary Clooney, 


STALAG 17 
William Holden, Don Taylor, ROCK GRAYSON’S WOMEN 
Otto Preminger. From the fa- Color by Technicolor. John 
mous stage play. Billy Wilder Payne, Jan Sterling, Coleen 
Production. Gray, Lyle Bettger. 


? 


eo wee ee ee Se eS a 
oom fren. 
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THE WAR OF THE WORLDS 


Color by Technicolor. 


TROPIC ZONE 


Color by Technicolor. Ronald 
Reagan, Rhonda Fleming, 
Estelita. 


SHANE 
Color by Technicolor. Alan 
Ladd, Jean Arthur, Van Heflin. 
George Stevens Production. 


OFF LIMITS 
Bob Hope, Mickey Rooney, 
Marilyn Maxwell, Eddie 
Mayehoff. 


ad 


NOW SHOOTING AND IN PREPARATION... 


ROMAN HOLIDAY LITTLE BOY LOST 


HOUDINI 
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SCARED STIFF 


Hal Wallis Production. Dean 
Martin, Jerry Lewis, Lizabeth 
Scott, Carmen Miranda. 





























PONY EXPRESS 
Color by Technicoior. Chariton 
Heston, Rhonda Fleming, Jan 
Sterling, Forrest Tucker. 


BOTANY BAY 


Color by Technicolor. Alan 
Ladd, James Mason, Patricia 
Medina, Sir Cedric Hardwicke. 


ad o/s 


~ 
~ 


REACHING FOR THE STARS 


egory Peck, Audrey Bing Crosby, Claude Dauphin. 
&pburn, and a cast of Perlberg-Seaton Production. 


thousands Willi 
: iam Wyler 
Production, oad Y 


ADOBE WALLS (Arrowhead) 
dlor by Technicolor. 





Color by Technicolor. Ray 
Milland, Arlene Dahl, 
Wendell Corey. 


JAMAICA SEAS 


Color by Technicolot. Tony GingerRogers, WilliamHolden, 
Curtis, Janet Leigh. 


GIRLS ARE HERETO STAY | 
Color by Technicolor. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
Bob Hope. 


Paul Douglas. 


Cecil B. DeMille’s 


Color by Technicolor. 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 


VARI 
8 St. Martin’s 





‘@ LONDON OFFIC® 


Place, Trafaiger Square 





‘24 Hours, ‘Tonight, New Brit. Pix, 
Start Slowly in London; ‘Burma Big 
$8,700, A&C, Shoulder’ Open Sock 


a 





London, Sept. 16. 


Two new British pictures made 
disappointing entries for the West 
End last week. The AB-Pathe- 
Monogram co-production venture 
“24 Hours in a Woman’s Life” did 
under $5,000 on its first weekend 
at the Empire, and stays only one 
week. “Meet Me Tonight,” based 
on three Noel Coward playlets, 
started its run at the Odeon, Mar- 
ble Arch, with modest $4,000 in 
opening four days. 

After being held in cold storage 
for seven years since its withdraw- 
al in 1945, “Objective Burma” 
made a smash opening at the War- 
ner with $8,700 for first round. 
Pace was maintained in the second 
weekend when $5,600 was grossed. 
“Les Miserables” also opened 
strongly at the Odeon, Leicester 
Square with over $8,500 in its ini- 
tial stanza. 


The new Abbott and Costello 
film “Lost’ in Alaska” made a 
healthy start at the Gaumont, with 
$5,600 in four days. It was the 
best opening weekend for an A- 
and-C comedy here. Frankie 
Laine’s starrer, “Rainbow Round 
My Shoulder,” hit strong $4,200 
opening weekend at Odeon, Leices- 
ter Square. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Carlton (Par) (1,128: 70-$2.15)— 
“Sound Barrier” (BL) (2d wk). 
After an initial West End pre-re- 
lease of five weeks, this British pic 
is now on its second West End run. 
After handsome $7,600 opening 
round, it did $3,100 on second 
weekend. “Sudden Fear” (RKO) 
preems Sept. 19. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 55-$1.'70)— 
“24 Hours Of a Woman’s Life” 
(AB-Pathe). Adversely reviesved by 
crix. Disappointing at under $5,- 
000 in first 4 days. Stays only one 
week, to be followed by “Lovely 
To Look At” (M-G) Sept. 18. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
—“Lost In Alaska” (GFD) and 
“Red Ball Express” (GFD). Opened 
in fine style, dispensing with nor- 
mal press screening, to get solid 
$5,600 in first 4 days. Stays on. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 50-$1.70)—“Importance of 
Being Earnest” (GFD) (2d_ wk). 
Third West End run for Oscar 
Wilde classic and follows general 
London release of pic. Good $5,- 
200 first week is up to hopes. 
—* Wife” (GFD) in on Sept. 


London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 50- 
1.70) — “Rainbow Round My 

houlder”’ (Col). Publicity gar- 
nered by Frankie Laine during his 
Palladium stint hyoed biz and gave 
house strong opening weekend of 
about $4,200. Continues. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)—“Les Miserables” 
(20th) (2d wk). Got around $5,- 
000 in second weekend after pleas- 
ing $8,500 opening frame. Stays 
a third week with “My Wife’s Best 
Friend” (20th), opening Sept. 25. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2,- 
200; 50-$1.70)—“*Meet Me Tonight” 
(GFD). The crix didn’t help this 
one, with only modest $4,000 in 
first 4 days. Continues. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 70-$1.70)— 
“Just For You” (Par) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up nicely at around $6,500 this 





frame. “Jumping Jacks” (Par) 
opens Sept. 25. 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 90-$2.15)— 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G) (8th wk). .Con- 


tinues strong with $3,700. Stays 
until Oct: 6, when “Quo Vadis” 
(M-G) returns. 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 50-$1.70)— 
“Objective Burma” (WB) (2d wk). 
Back after its ill-fated opening 
seven years ago, obviously justified 
by opening week’s sock $8,700, and 
solid $5,600 for second weekend. 
Stays on. 


CUBA PLANS TOURIST 
CENTER FOR VISITORS 


Havana, Sept. 16. 


The Cuban government has 
started plans to convert the town 
of Varadero inte an International 
Tourist Center. Varadero is about 
60 miles from here on the north 
coast. Officials of the Tourist In- 
stitute have been huddling with 
the Ministry of Public Works with 
the view of undertaking the proj- 
ect. One of these will be the con- 
struction of a large airport to 





|cinema, reports the National Cine- 


Pix Mex’s Biggest BO. 
"Bat Only a Third Go 


Mexico City, Sept. 16. 
Although pictures are Mexico’s 
top grossing show biz, less than a 
third of this country’s 26,000,000 
inhabitants enjoy attending the 


matographic Board. 

NCB found the picture industry 
setup as follows: 

Only 1,164 communities have one 
or more cinema regularly operat- 
ing. Population of these cities and 
towns is 8,000,000. Latest official 
count of film houses in the republic 
is 2,021. They have 1,500,000 seat- 
ing capacity and represent a $49,- 
700,000 investment. The 130 
cinemas in Mexico City have 220,- 
000 seats. 

These figures cover 35m cinemas 
only. Mexico has 1,700 pix houses 
exclusively exhibiting 16m pix and 
114 traveling cinemas. 


‘Troublemakers,’ ‘Juliet’ 
Loom as New London Hits; 
Bellak Play Heads for N.Y. 


London, Sept. 23. 


The reception accorded “The 
Troublemakers,” a new American 
play, on its opening at the Strand 
Tuesday (16) and the favorable 
press reaction which followed, in- 
dicates that it has strong chances 
of a profitable London run. How- 
ever, the witch-hunt theme, -told 
with dramatic overtones, may make 
it an unlikely Broadway prospect 
at present. 

Play is presented by Desmond 
O’Donovan in association with L. 
Linder, H. Cooper and_ Peter 
Glenn. Prior to the opening, it 
had been stated that the London 
production was in the nature of a 
tryout for America. 

George Bellak, who wrote the 
piay, also was the director. The 
central character is a strong dra- 
matic one for an American new- 
comer, Gene Lyons, whose tense 
performance was hailed by first- 
nighters. 

Following her successful arr-ar- 
ance in the Old Vic Co.’s presenta- 
tion of “Romeo and Juliet” at the 
Edinburgh Festival, Claire Bloom 
got raves from public and crix on 
transferrence of the play to Lon- 
@on’s Old Vie (168). 

Other artists who give outstand- 
ing performances are Peter Finch 
as Mercutio, Alan Badel as Romeo, 
Lawrence Payn as Tybalt and 
Athene Seyler as the nurse. Hugh 
Hunt’s direction is lively and com- 
pelling, and production is artis- 
tically mounted by Roger Furse. 


Arrau Adds Concerts In 
Boff South Africa Tour 


Johannesburg, Sept. 16. 

Claudio Arrau, Chilean-American 
pianist who had a click reception 
here on his first visit in 1949, has 
scored an even sharper success on 
his current tour. Pianist is skedded 
for 16 recitals or appearances with 
orchestra in South Africa, Sept. 7- 
Oct. 8, with six concerts set for 
Johannesburg. First two Jo’burg 
recitals (7-8) were so well received 
that Arrau had to add eight en- 
cores to each. As result of recep- 
tion, three Jo’burg concerts will 
supplement the six originally 
skedded. 
Arrau is due back in the States 
in mid-October for a U. S. season’s 
tour, starting in Boston. 


Sino-Jap Pic for Tokyo 


Tokyo, Sept. 16. 

Singapore film magnate, Pao 
Lan-lan has arrived here to discuss 
plans for a Sino-Japanese film to 
be made here. It would star the 
Chinese film actor Pai Kwan. Lan- 
lan, head of Show Brothers, Inc., 
operates 80 film houses in Malay. 
Hong Kong and Siam. 














replace the present small one 
which cannot handle the big planes 
fiying between Cuba and the U. S. 
Also being planned are low-cost 
hotels and the extension of the 
community's Blue Beach. 


; American pix lead in popularity 
in southeast Asia with British films 
| Second, according to Lan-lan. He 
said that film studios are producing 
48 pix a year at Hong Kong and 


Revolt Vs. Eady Spreads 


London, Sept. 23. 
The exhibitor revolt against the 
Eady fund is spreading. Latest dis- 
senter is Sir Albert Clavering chief 
of a group of news theatres, who 
warned the British Film Production 
Fund that his contributions will 
cease as of the end of this month 
unless he gets direct information 
as to where the money goes. The 
Clavering group has been con- 
tributing an average of $17,000 a 
year to the fund based on fhe pay- 
ment of about %e¢ per admission. 
In a statement last week, Sir 
Albert asserted he did not intend 
to assist in.collecting money which 
may be used for political propa- 
ganda. has’ been prominently 
associated for many years with the | 
Conservative Party and has been | 
interested in their film activities. 


‘You're Mine ‘52 
Command Film 


London, Sept. 23. 

For the second time since the 
Royal Command performances 
were introduced in 1946, a Metro 
picture has been selected for these 
royal honors. The nine-member 
viewing panel, which had been 
looking at entries for a full week, 
last Thursday (18) announced its 
unanimous choice was “Because 
You’re Mine,” the Mario Lanza 
starrer in Technicolor, which was 
produced by Joe Pasternak. 
Film will be screened at the 
Royal Gala on Monday, Oct. 27, at 
Metro’s West End showcase, the 
Empire, Leicester Square. As 
usual, there will be a full-scale 
stage production in support of the 
main picture. Metro’s first royal 
selection was “The Forsyte Saga,” 
which was screened at the 1949 
gala. At that time, candidates were 
chosen’ on alternate years from 
British and American product. 
Since last year it has become a 
free-for-all. 

In the current year some 15 films 
were submitted for selection. 

The strongest of the Hollywood 
competitors was reported to be 
Samuel Goldwyn’s “Hans Christian 
Andersen,” the Danny Kaye star- 
rer. Other U. S. entries included 
two Stanley Kramer productions, 
“The Four Poster” and “5,000 Fin- 
gers of Dr. T.” 


IRISH GOVT. MULLING 
FILM PROD. PROJECT 


Dublin, Sept. 16 

While the Minister for Industry 
and Commerce Sean Lemass is 
mulling a proposed new cinema 
geat tax ts provide finance for 
film-making in Ireland, there is 
pressure for the government to 
okay the spending of $150,000 on 
feature production early next year. 

Tax project will up the cost of 
cinema seats if approved. The plan 
to.spend the money comes from the 
TIrish Tourist Board which is spon- 
soring an Ireland at Home Festival 
next April. It wants to make a pic- 
ture, subject unspecified, as part of 
the program. 


2 Nip Cos. Strike Gold 
With Distrib of ‘Wind’ 
Tokyo, Sept. 16. 

Many of the financial traubles 
of Toho and Shochiku film compa- 
nies here are subsiding as they 
begin to rake in the coin from 
their joint distribution of Metro's 
“Gone With the Wind.” Toho re- 
ports an all-time high first week 
of $20,000 at one Tokyo house, 
smashing the past record held by 
“Tales of Hoffmann” (UA), which 
did $14,000. Shoghiku, playing the 
film at one house in Osaka, also 
set a new record of $14,000 in its 
initial stanza. 

Attendance for the 21 showings 
here was 34,753, or about 100% 
of capacity. 


C. B. Films Gets UA Pix 


Madrid, Sept. 16. 

United Artists will be represent- 
ed in Spain in 1952-53 by C. B. 
Films, one of the largest distribu- 
tors here, which was formed in 
1942 when Paramount closed its 














ithe Cinema Palace here, attended 
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Bergman Fete Winner 
50-50 With Venice Crix 


Venice, Sept. 16. 
Boos and whistles were drowned 
out by courtesy applause at’ the 
showing of Roberto Rossellini’s 
“Europe ’51,” starring Ingrid Berg- 
man at the Venice Film Festival 
last week (12th). One critic de- 
scribed the overall reaction as| 
tepid. Apparently the showing in 


by Italian government dignitaries, 
and festival guests, gave the film 
a somewhat~frosty reception. But 
in the Arena, where the film was 
shown to the general public, the 
reception was great: 

Generally the Italian journalists 
went overboard praising the Ros- 


sellini opus while foreign crix 
mainly did not like the pic. 
“Europe” was awarded one of the 
three international prizes, the 
other two going to “The Quiet 
Man” (Rep), and the Japanese 
entry. 





‘Ivanhoe,’ ‘Song,’ ‘Lovely,’ 
‘Courier’ Set Pace For 
Smart Aussie Film Biz 


Sydney, Sept. 16. 

Continuance of powerful product 
carrying the U.S. and British tags 
sees film biz continuing at a smart 
pace here. Indications are that the 
hypo biz will continue through to 
the end of the year. 

Current lineup here includes 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G), “Marrying Kind” 
(Col), “Song in Heart” (20th), “Dip- 
lomatic Courier” (20th), ‘Comin’ 
Round Mountain” (U), “Detective 
Story” (Par), “Happy Go Lovely” 
(RKO), “Half-Breed” (RKO), 
“Belles on Toes” (20th), “Operation 
Pacific” (WB), “The Sniper” (Col) 
and “‘La Ronde” (Kapferer). 





‘Lavender’ Big in Melbourne 
Melbourne, Sept. 16. 
Films doing well at first-run: 
here include “Ivanhoe” (M-3), 
“Song in My Heart” (20th), “Three 
Secrets” (WB), “Lavender Hill 
Mob” (BEF), “Sirocco” (Col), “Sons 
of Musketeers” (RKO), “California 
0 el (Col) and “Wild North” 
(M-G), 





‘Red M’t’n,’ ‘Courier’ in Adelaide 
Adelaide, Sept. 16. 
“Red Mountain” (Par), “Girl in 
White” (M-G), “Cage of Goid” 
(BEF) and “Diplomatic Courier” 
(20th) are teps at first-runs here 
eurrently. 





‘Sun’ Has Place in Brisbane 
Brisbane, Sept. 16. 
“Lullaby of Broadway” (WB), 
“Place in Sun” (Par) and “Break- 
through” (WB) are best b.o. bets 
here in key houses. 


Irish Sponsors Start 
Demanding Live Talent 


Dublin, Sept. 16. 

Radio sponsors in Ireland, who 
previously leaned heavily on disk 
shows for economy reasons, are 
now showing an interest in live 
‘alent. Two of the biggest ad agen- 
cies handling sponsored radio have 
approached show biz personalities 
and one has already disked a pro- 
gram for a client to hear. 

Loosening government controls 
on Radio Eireann as well as a 
second channel to be available 
shortly will make more time avail- 
able for sponsors. 


20th-Fox Ups Lampros 


To Director in India 
Personnel shuffles in 20th-Fox 
International’s Far East division 
have resulted in a trio of promo- 
tions. William Lampros, formerly 
manager in Singapore, has been 
upped to managing director of In- 
aia, with headquarters in Bombay. 


S. A. Rao, who previously was 
manager in Bangkok, assumes Lam- 











Barcelona offices. 

First batch of films for C. B. 
Films will be “Cyrano,” Jose Fer- 
rer starrer; “Red River,” “High 
Noon,” “Destination Moon” and 





24 annually at Singapore. 


“Tulsa.” 


}company prez Murray Silverstone. 


pros’ old berth in Singapore. Va- 
sant Padbidri, formerly in charge 
of the Calcutta branch, takes over 
the Siam territory. Changes were 
| disclosed in N. Y. this week by 


Future of Brit. Production Hinges — 
On Eady, Rank Tells Odeon Investors 


London, Sept. 23, 

On the future of the Eady Fund 
hinges the fate of the British film 
production industry. This previous- 
ly expressed viewpoint is under- 
lined by J. Arthur Rank in his an- 
nual statement to Odeon stock. 
holders in which he warns that fail- 
ure to agree on the extension would 
lead to a standstill of studio activ- 
ity by next August. So far as his 
own organization is converned, he 
estimates that the program would 
be sliced by at least 50%. 


Speaking at a confab, which fol- 
lowed the release of the report and 
accounts last Wednesday (17), Rank 
intimated that if the Eady scheme 
was dropped, the existing quota 
(30% for first feature and 25% on 
supporting program) would have to 
be reduced. He did not think that a 
logical development of a continued 
Eady policy would be a virtual 
elimination of quota, because some 
legislation was necessary to guar- 
antee screen time for British pix 
in the 600 solo positions that exist 
in Britain. 

The report gave no indication of 
the amount of Eady coin paid over 
to the organization, but losses on 
film production, which in the pre- 
vious year totalled over $3,300,000, 
have been reduced to a little over 
$70,000. This is attributed partly 
to reorganization and partially to 
assistance from the Eady pool. 
Stock value of film productions is 
given at just under $8,400,000 com- 
pared with nearly $12,000,500 in 
the last report. Reduction, says 
Rank, reflects realization on the 
stock values of old group films 
through world wide distribution, 
including revenue of “substantial 
sums” from the western and east- 
ern hemisphere. 


Admission Tax Took $33,000,000 


Total revenue garnered by the 
groups’ 546 theatres exceeded $84,- 
000,000, but the admission taxation 
alone took away some $33,000,000. 
There was an overall drop of 3.16% 
in paid admissions but the total rise 
in admittance tax was 10.52%, 
equivalent to over $2,800,000. 

As previously published, Odeon 
Theatres had a trading profit of 
$17,912,378 for the year ended last 
June 28, with a net after taxation 
of $4,927,941. Two years arrears 
on preferred divvy are being paid 
but common stockholders again are 
being passed over. Gaumont Brit- 
ish Picture Corp., wihch is paying 
742% on its common, had a net 
profit of around $1,900,000. British 
and Dominion Film Corp. finished 
with a net of $261,427. 

Bank overdraft, reduced by $6,- 
800,000, now stands at approx- 
imately $19,000,000. Of the group’s 
present indebtedness to the bank, 
Rank says he does not anticipate 
further reductions will take place 
at the substantial rate effected dur- 
ing the last three years. 


b J 7 e e 

BBC’s Brit. Legit Series 

London, Sept. 23. 

A new theatre series which will 
span the first half of this century 
is to start on the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. next Monday (29). Alto- 
gether 26 plays will be presented 
on Mondays and Saturdays and 
they will indicate theatrical trends 
during the period. Each produc- 
tion will be introed either by a 
leading drama critic or by some- 
body with personal connection 
with the play. 

The series opens’ with T. S. 
Eliot’s “The Cocktail Party,” with 
the introduction by FE. Martin 
Browne, director of the British 
Drama League. The _ following 
Saturday Charles Lefeaux will pro- 
duce “The Whip” as an example of 
an early Drury Lane meller. Nancy 
Price, who played in the original 
mo production, will introduce the 
play. 


Brit. Comic for Sullivan 


Glasgow, Sept. 23. 
Leslie Randall, British comedian, 
currently in vaude here at the Em- 
pire, is inked for an appearance 
this fall on the Ed Sullivan TV 
show in N. Y. He goes to the U.S. 
soon. Funster is a former iegit 

player. 
Randall was a reporter on a Lon- 
don newspaper at one time. He 
recently made his debut at the 
London Palladium, but before that 
had done much video work in 
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Paramount, N. Y. 
Mills Bros. (5), Jean Carroll, 
Ray Malone, Danny Lewis, Tom- 
my Reynolds Orch (15); “Big Jim 
McLain” (WB), reviewed in 
VariETy Aug. 27, ’52. 





By a happy coincidence, the cur- 
rent stand of the Mills Bros. is con- 
current with the breakthrough of 
“The Glow-VWorm” for Decca, one 
of their biggest hits in several 
years and it spotlights once again 
that potent b.o. magic of a disk 
click. Although always solid per- 
formers, the vocal combo is def- 
initely enhanced via their current 
bestseller and gives this new Para- 


mount stage layout an added mar- | 


quee fillip. Bill is otherwise first- 
rate with Jean Carroll, Ray Ma- 
lone, Danny Lewis and the Tommy 
Reynolds orch supplying solid sup- 
port. 


Curiously enough, the Mills Bros. | 


have not included “The Glow- 
Worm” in their. songalog at the 
Paramount. At least, they didn’t 
do the number on show caught de- 
spite the highly vocal requests 
from the kids down front. Why 
they don’t do their cufrent Decca 
side is a mystery, unless the com- 
bo hasn’t prepared an arrangement 
on the tune as yet. It’s a sock 
turn, nonetheless, and covers the 
Mills Bros. catalog of hits over the 
years, including “You Broke The 
Only Heart That Ever Loved You,” 
“Paper Doll,” “Up A Lazy River,” 
“Till Then” and one of their mid- 
hits of last year, “Be My Life’s 
Companion.” Musically, this quar- 
tet of voices, with a supporting gui- 
tarist, yemains one of the best in 
the business and they show con- 
siderable savvy in dressing up the 
harmonies with visual impact. It’s 
a begoff turn. 


Miss Carroll is another surefire 
performer as demonstrated by this 
and previous appearances in this 
house. She has a smart comedy 
script and she drops the gag lines 
with perfect timing. Her standard 
bit about buying a dress in a Miami 
shop is most effective satire in a 
routine that’s full of biting snap- 

ers. She also does nicely with 

er vocal of “Enjoy Yourself,” 
which rates her some encore gag- 
ging. 

In the opening spot, Ray Malone, 
who also has been here before as 
a result of his TV appearances, 
registers with a slick hoofing rou- 
tine. His tap terping is all grace 
and finesse and his takeoff on the 
“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” story 
is an ace production that departs 
— the usual hoofing ballet rou- 
ines. 


In the No. 2 slot, Danny Lewis, 
father of Jerry Lewis but still sur- 
prisingly youthful looking, hits 
nicely with his nostalgic song rep- 
ertoire. Bulk of Lewis’ routine is 
a rundown of the.Al Jolson hits. 
Lewis has the kind of old vaude- 
ville style that fits okay on such 
mumMbers as “April Showers,” 
“Swanee” and “Rockabye.” His 
closing number is a fair parody 
about his son, Jerry, .but it’s a 
crowd-pleasing item. 

Tommy Reynolds orch cuts the 
show in capable style"and rings wp 
the curtain with a snappy instru- 
ment featuring the leader on a hot 
clarinet in front of hard-hitting 
brasses. Herm. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 19. 
Mr. Ballantine, Bill Snyder, Ben 
Yost Vikings (5), Manhattan Rock- 
eis (16), House Orch; “Quiet 
Man” (Rep). 


‘ Whatever pull the boxoffice is 
going to get from this combination 
in the next two weeks depends 
mainly on the picture. There is 
no real headliner here and produc- 
tion on this revue hovers near the 
low mark, especially in the first 
half. Mr. Ballantine and _ Bill 
Snyder are excellent, but it’s a 
tough battle to get over the handi- 
cap of the other two acts. 

Mr. Ballantine is making a quick 
repeat here, but has changed much 
of his material. In fact, several 
comedians locally could, or will, 
borrow some of his lines which he 
rattles off in ad lib style. He 
spoofs the magicians with one 
trick attempt after another, but it 
Only serves as a fulcrum for his 
quips. Still his best is the chicken- 
in-a-bag fiasco. - All of his comedy 
sleight-of-hand registers. 

Bill Snyder is another quick re- 
turnee and he too has wisely 
changed his act. Composer also 
serves as emcee and leader of the 
house orch. He's gained a great 
po of polish in introducing the 
acts. 

Snyder tees off with a fastie 
tune of his own for his takeover 
at the piano. He does an interest- 
ing modernization of Schumann’s 
Piano Concerto for a good mitt 
and ties up things in fine fashion 
with “Bewitched.” Could easily 
have done an extra number. 

Ben Yost Vikings are a quintet 
ef good voices which suffers from 








a lack of programming. While 
their offerings from “South 
Pacific” are okay, as is the salute 
to the armed forces, they don’t 
show much _ imaginaticn. “Old 
Man River” is well received, but 
it might be time to drop this one 
from the library. 

Hal Sands’ Manhattan Rockets 
is the first chorus line to grace 
the boards of this theatre in sev- 
eral decades. Gals are fine in some 
of the precision kicks, yet the rou- 
tines are out of the dance school 
book, lacking necessary elements 
of showmanship. This might be 
okay for outdoor spectacles, but 
for the Balaban & Katz flagship 
some injection of originality 
| needed. Zabe. 





Casino, Torento 
Toronto, Sept. 19. 
Ink Spots (5), Betty McLaurin, 
| Stan Early, Ray Royce, Winter Sis- 
| ters (2), Jimmie Cameron, Archie 
| Stone House Orch; “Just This 
| Once” (M-G). 





Current new Ink Spots setup has 
Ernie Brown, one of the better 
| seat-singers, replacing Billy Bowen 
| (who has set up his own vocal 
|group in Montreal), and Everett 
| Barksdale on guitar replacing 
| Charlie Fuque. 
lof course, are Bill Kenny’s trick 
| tenor tremolos, but Bowen is being 
given a heavy buildup, particularly 
in “When You're Smiling.” 

Rejuvenated Ink Spots are 
bouncier than ever in tempo and 
show tonal improvement, though 
those Bowen comedics are missed. 
“Some Rain Must Fall” and “You 
May Be the Sweetheart” smash 
| over, but it’s the trademarked “If 
|I Didn’t Care”, that has the cus- 
|tomers lustily pounding to begoff, 
| with this warranting the Ink Spots’ 
current five-a-day grind and those 
lengthy daily lineups. 

Rest of stage package is staunch 
on speed and diversity, with the 
Winter Sisters opening in a whirl- 
wind blend of tap acrobatics and 
cross-stage tumbling, complete 
with twist somersaults, to go over 
big. Ditto reception for Ray Royce 
in his nonchalant juggling, pleas- 
lant patter and comedy biz, with a 
nice finish on the unicycle; and for 
Stan Early in his neat imitations 
of screen and radio names. 

Rounding stage stint is Betty 
McLaurin, shapely half-pint, whose 
alternating shout style and femme 
crooning scores in such tempo 
switches as “All of Me,” “Mas- 
querade Is Over,” “Lover Come 
Back” and “I May Hate Myself 
in the rning,” all notable for 
clearest diction. McStay. 





Apollo, N. Y. 

Five Keys, Jimmie | Palmer 
Orch (12), Olivette Miller, Fred 
& Sledge, Fontaines Bros. (2), 
Three Chocolateers; “Man Who 
Cheated Himself” (20th). 





Apollo has a routine layout this 
sesh with only the Five Keys, a 
vocal combo in the closing slot, 
buflding for hot ‘returns. 
ing acts grab fair mitt but lack 
the necessary excitement to click 
in this house. 

The Five Keys, accomped by 
their own guitarist and pianist, are 
faves here and don’t disappoint. 
They work through a varied songa- 
log of ballad and rhythm numbers 
displaying top harmony technique. 
Team heightens appeal by inter- 
spersing some deft comedics inio 
each rendition. 

Tapsters Fred & Sledge tee off 
with a fast paced heel-and-toe sct. 
Get off some slick challenge work 
but on the whole turn seems to 
lack unity. 

Jazz harpist Olivette Miller clicks 
easily in her instrumental set. Gal 
is on the sultry side and projects 
an intime quality in her harp work- 
overs that are better suited to a 
small nitery than a vauder. She 
gets okay reaction, however, from 
“Tea For Two,” “Got You Under 
My Skin” and “Black Magic.” 

The two Fontaines Bros., in the 
trey, display their ballet-tap style 
for only mild response. Boys show 
off their terp technique against a 
blues and bongo-beat background. 
Most of it is too pretentious for 
mass appeal. 

The Three Chocolateers fill the 
comedy slot with a lot of boisterous 
zanyism that garners yocks. In a 
style reminiscent of the Three 
Stooges, they bang themselves up, 
tear off clothes, and knock them- 
selves out for maximum gains. 

Jimmie Palmer has a_ power- 
house instrumental set in mid-show 
with a small combo of one sax, 
which he toots, one brass and three 
rhythm. They whip out “Just a 
Little Gravy,” “My Buddy,” “Night 
Train” and “Big Dip” with solid 
musicianship. Palrmer’s sax work 
is standout. The big orch (four 
each of rhythm, brass and reed) 
opens show with a driving “Opus 
1-A” and does an adequate show- 
backing job. Gros. 
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Palladium, London 
London, Sept. 16.. 
Les Paul & Mary Ford, Georgie 
Kaye, Jane Morgan, Rob Murray, 
Canfield Smith, Niles & Nadynne, 
Jack & Eddy Eden,, Trio Olympiad, 
El Granadas & Peter, Palladium 
Tiller Girls (16), Woolf Phillips 
Skyrockets Orch. 





There is a predominantly Ameri- 
can lineup in the new Palladium 
bill which once again headlines a | 
pair of diskers. It’s a solid enter- 
tainment with good prospects for 
the two weeks. 


Current headliners, Les Paul & | 
Mary Ford, were, prior to their | 
opening, known here only by their | 
recordings which get frequent air- 
ings. Theirs is an intriguing act | 
adroitly presented with a re-| 
strained quality, but containing the | 
right ingredients to invoke a warm 
fan reaction. Their time is 
trimmed to little more than 20 
minutes, but in that short space | 
they cram in some of their best- 
known hits including -“Mocking 
Bird HiJl,” “How High the Moon” 








and “Meet Mr. Callaghan.” 


To get as much as possible into | 
the limited schedule, they also add | 
a medley of disk hits. While the | 
duo strum their electric guitars to 
Miss Ford does | 
some pleasing vocals and entire | 
act adds up to a novel and sincere 
entertainment, 


Palladium is Georgie Kaye, a 
comic with ays wealth of material 
and a shrewd sense of timing. He 
commands a good flow of laughter- 
making patter which is related 
with warm sense of humor. Cus- 
tomers lap up his gags but act 
would be strengthened by slight 
scissoring. With his position on 
the bill, 20 minutes was a shade 


Also making his debut at | 


too long. 
Another Palladium first-timer, 
although already known around 


London, Jane Morgan does a slick 
job and earns a handsome click 
for her five numbers. Gal is beau- 
tifully turned out in a black gown 
which enhances her blonde tresses. 
Billed as “The American girl from 
Paris,” her act is naturally a mix- 
ture of English and French tunes. 
Her best is “A New Hat From 
Paris,” which she had previously 
introduced in London. Successes 
are also scored with “C’est Si Bon” 
and “Auf Wiederseh’n Sweet- 
heart.” 

Rob Murray, the Australian jug- 
gler with a bored and irritable ex- 


pression, who scored a surprise | 


smash when he filled a lesser spot 
at this theatre earlier in the year, 
has now been elevated to the posi- 
tion of closing the first half. This 
is easily the best comedy juggling 
act seen in these parts for some 
years. Juggler not only rates 
plenty of chuckles but is also a 
skillful manipulator via the usual 
props plus a few additional con- 
traptions. 

Canfield Smith, with his dummy 
Snodgrass, is a firmly established 
local fave. He's a polished opera- 
tor and his line of patter is. first- 
class. Niles & Nadynne, an Ameri- 
can adagio team (also debuters 
here), specialize in a series of over- 
head twirls to boffo reception. 
There is plenty of grace and skill 
in their act. 


Jack & Eddy Eden, who are 
known for their songs with topical 
satire, fall below their usual stand- 
ard. Lyrics are weak and the duo 
needlessly resort to blue cracks for 
their laughs. Trio Olympiad, a 
Continental .team of equilibrists, 
have a smart slow-motion routine 
embracing many intricate move- 
ments. Muscular duo are covered 
in gold paint which adds to their 
“plastic poses.” El Granades & 
Peter play around with ropes and 
unicycles, adequately filling the 
No. 2 <7 after the usual opening 
by the Tiller Girls. Myro. 


Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow, Sept. 16. 

George & Bert Bernard, with 
George Pierce; 7 Volants, Leslie 
Randall, The Skylons (2), Ann & 
Bobbie Black, Nenette Mongadors 
& Anne, Freddie Harris & Chris- 
tine, Bea & Jill Clyde, Chevalier 
Bros. (2), Bobby Dowds Orch. 

American miming duo, George 
& Bert Bernard, are back here 
headlining a fairly pleasant vaude 
bill, heavily weighted on the physi- 
cal side via acrobatic turns. 

Act, firm fave here, has returned 
so often it’s fortunate they have 
new material to inject fresh ap- 
peal. Impersonations of Frankie 
Laine, Jo Stafford and Johnnie 
Ray take a new tack, added to act’s 
standard miming of the Andrews 
Sisters and of opera _ singers. 
George Bernard inserts a takeoff 
on Betty Hutton, who’s due at this 
leading Auld Lang Syne vaude 
house shortly. 








| lish comedian, 


| 


gain solid laffs particularly Bert 
Bernard in his travesty of Ray’s 
“Cry,” highlight of the act. In 
George’s miming of Betty Hutton, 
house amplifying system at show 
caught was geared too high, cre- 
ating noisy effects. 

Performance concludes on top 
comedy note, bringing on the 
blond-haired effects man George 
Pierce and gagging with him about 
whose a*t it is. Microphone bow- 
off by Pierce provides Bert oppor- 
tunity for clever panto, creating 
humor effect by pretending to 
thread a needie, then sewing him- 
self up by the knees. This draws 
yocks from majority of stubhold- 
ers. 

Seven Volants are whirlwind) 
acrobats and tumblers, all with 
advantage of youth. They twist, 
twirl and tumble all over the stage, 
leaping over each other, and al-| 
ways maintaining lively sense of | 
movement. Act closes opening 
half in speedy fashion. 

Leslie Randall, new young Eng- | 
scores heavily in| 
subtle comedy  characterizations. 
He’s very boyish looking and)! 
belies his obvious youth with an} 
act of which many an older come- | 
dian would be proud. He’s a good | 
bet for the U. S. market. 

The Skylons are two. ultra-| 
strongmen who fling themselves | 
about on the trapeze with zest and 
daring. They provide genuine 
thrills in an act which they give 
impression of fully enjoying. 

Magico chores by Freddie Har- | 
|ris have novelty. He adopts 
| typically true-blooded English ac- 








|cent and has a certain suavity of 
manner that impresses. He's as- 
| sisted by Christine, a real looker. 


Nice in appearance and talent is | 
the musical stint of Ann & Bobbie 
Black. a kilted duo. Gal gives out 
sweetly in such Scot numbers as | 
“Westering Home,” “Down in the| 
Glen” and “Annie Laurie,” while | 
| the boy plays the accordion. Act | 
|is too straight and needs an added 
|novelty to give it greater market 
| value, though fresh, clean appear- 
ance gives it video possibilities. | 

Nenette Mongadors & Anne are| 


| 





| renee who handle the clubs with 
j SKill. 
| Clyde, 


Neat opener is Bea & Jill! 
while program at show| 
| caught was wrongly closed by the | 
| Chevalier Bros. in the corniest and | 
‘most old-fashioned of cross-talk. | 
|Their slapstick is slightly more | 
amusing. Gord. | 

Holiday, N. Y. 
# Michael Rose _ production of | 
‘Capers,” staged by Carlyle. Fea- | 
| tures Jack Diamond, Mandy Kaye, | 
| Birke Bros. (2), Ruskin & Wilde, 
| Peggy Genders, Lea Kane, Alex | 
| Peterson, Anthony Roberts Orch; 
|“The Breaking Point” (WB) (re- 
issue). 





_ The Holiday Theatre is sliding 
into a burlesque policy through 
the back door. Michael Rose, 
| who’s taken over the operation of 
that house, initially ran three 
weeks of a Carlyle-produced show, 
“A Night in Havana,” which had 
a previous run in a Florida cafe. 
Carlyle remains on to do the pro- 
duction, but Rose has infused the 
show with comics skilled at the 
old burley bits. All that’s lacking 
is a few peelers and the Minsky 
flavor. 


But even a slight touch of burley 
creates a lot of atmosphere. These 
ancient bits are probably the most 
durable stanzas of entertainment 
around. They are performed by 
such vets as Jack Diamond, who 
for a long time went straight in 
such legiters as “Happy Birthday” 
and “Kiss Me, Kate” but who has 
returned to his original field, and 
Mandy Kaye, who has worked with 
several vaude comics. Straighting 
is by Jimmy Brown. Together 
they do a courtroom scene and a 
restaurant number for a quota of 
laughs. 


Once the word gets around that 
this is the sole house in New York 
wherein burlesque in disguise is 
available, there’s bound to be a 
heavy increase in business. 


_Carlyle’s production is excellent 
nitery fodder. It’s designed more 
for a legitimate venture than for 
a semi-burlesque proceedings. He 
shows good stagecraft and the pro- 
duction numbers move smoothly. 
However, the comparative opul- 
ence of these numbers doesn’t 
square with the burley sketches. 
a show itself is not a cohesive 
unit. 


The talent payroll, outside the 
chorus, is comparatively sparse. 
The Birke Bros., a pair of acro- 
bats, show some good hand-to-hand 
work, but need more professional’ 
polish. .Peggy Genders and two 
boy dancers do the production 
hoofing capably, while Ruskin & 
Wilde, dressed in _ picturesque 
black and_ rhinestone leotards, 
have a good number that blends 
in with the show nicely. Produc- 
tion songs are by Leakane and 


| 
| 








Brothers work vigorously and 


Alex Petersen. Jose. 


Palace, N. Y. 

The Fleetwoods (4), Lola & Lita 
Leon Navara, Paulette Sisters (4,' 
Senator Murphy, Howard & Wandq 
Bell, Artie Dann, LaLage, Jo Loy). 
bardi House Orch; “Holiday for 
Sinners” (M-G) _ reviewed in 
VARIETY June 25, ’52. 





Current eight-act layout lJuxuri- 
ates in three novelty turns, all of 
them click, and two comics with 
dissimilar attacks. The variegated 
trimmings are supplied by the 
three other acts for an all-around 
interesting bill. . 


Any setup is a payoff that en- 


| compasses such circus surefires as 


the teeterboard and manual acros 
Howard & Wanda Bell, and the 
Gallic gymnast, LaLage, plus the 
plate-spinning Lolo (& Lita). The 
spotting might be considered a bit 
off with the Bells sixth and LaLage 
eighth and closing. The proximity 
is neatly bridged, however, via the 
15-minute comedics of Artie Dann, 
who earns his next-to-closing spot 
in a return *to this Broadway 
vauder. 

The skinny, long-nosed clown is 
back with some new text and the 
old, good salesmanship that in- 
cludes a chuckleful sizeup of such 
of his bodily qualities as the afore- 
mentioned schnoz and toothpick 
limbs. These are but in-betweens 
for general gags and characteriza- 


| tions which Dann builds for a fat 
| score, 


Other comic is te veteran Sen- 


| ator Murphy in his politico har- 


angue monolog that gets by on the 
way it’s belted out. The lines on 
juvenile delinquency, etc., can be 
discarded as the _ subject isn't 
funny. 

Howard & Wanda Bell are slick 
in the hand-to-hand and teeter- 
board sessions, with Miss Bell an 
especially graceful acrobat. Feet- 
to-shoulder vaults are highpoints, 
plus a head-to-head on the seesaw, 
one with a large ball between nog- 
gins, and a rapid-fire mixture of 
intricate board-sprung stunts for 
tall reception. 

Lolo & Lita, with latter a prop, 
register in w.k. hat twirl and 
saucer-spinning teaser, mixing the 
manipulations with trickery pro- 
duced via his elongated shoes. 
Showmanship is evidenced through- 
out by the Brazilian-born per- 
former. 

Grooved in the trey is vet vauder 
Leon Navara in his pianolog. Ex- 
orch maestro of the ’30s is a quiet 
but effective worker as he patters 
via mike while engaging in finger 
exercises, some of which show his 
straight virtuosity. His ‘‘piano les- 
son” is good for laughs and his 
skill is displayed in a three-mood 
“Fantasy Impromptu” that winds 
in boogie beat. Pace-changer has 
him in oldtime pie house pianoisms 
with running description, followed 
by a straight “Rhapsody in Blue” 
and, for windup, a good teaser 
medley, 

The LaLage stint is a _ bright 
closer. Ex-Ringling star makes an 
attractive picture up thataway on 
the web ir postures and into splits 
and equilibristics on rings. Geta- 
way is boff one-arm kickovers for 
clincher, Show openers.are the 
Fleetwoods (New Acts), tapologists, 
and also under New Acts are 
Paulette Sisters, Trau. 


Paramount, L. A. 
: Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 
Lionel Hampton Orch (18) with 
Curley Hamner, Los Gatos (3), 
Arnold Dover, Ann~«Nichols, Gil 
Bernal, Naff “Bat Man” Ortega, 
Sonny Parker, Rosetta Perry, Tony 
Lavelli; “Wagons West” (Mono). 





Lionel Hampton is a perennial 
favorite with Los Angeles vaude 
fans, so the current presentation 
at the Downtown Paramount will 
come out a winner even though 
there’s a little change in the for- 
mat since Hampton last appeared 
in town several months ago. There 
are a few new faces, but it’s 
basically the same hour-long lay- 
out—frenetic music packed with 
entertainment. It could, as usual, 
stand more of Hampton himself on 
the vibes and drums, but that’s 
the only complaint. ; 

Standbys like Curly Hamner, Gil 
Bernal, Sonny Parker and ‘Bat 
Man” Ortego provide the bulk of 
the spotlighted work and Hamp- 
ton has a couple of new vocalists 
in Rosetta Perry and young Jimmy 
Scott, impressions by Arnold 
Dover and some dance and piano 
stuff by Ann Nichols. Singers are 
okay, Hamner getting the most at- 
tention, particularly when he drops 
everything for a drum duet with 
Hampton. 

Added attraction, in <he form of 
accordion wiz Tony Lavelli, pays 
off on a solo basis but there ob- 
viously wasn’t time for any [re- 
hearsals with the band and hes 
forced to stand around and fake 
while they jam on “Flying Home 
and “Hamp’s Boogie.” Former still 
features the parade but is now 
done without the Air Force news 
reel clip. - Kap. 
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Walcott-Marciano In SRO 


Continued from page 1 


mostly those operated by the big) via WBZ immediately following 
circuits, signed with TNT almost, the windup in Philadelphia. 

at the last minute. General admis- 
sion poliey was followed with few, 
if any, theatres selling reserved- 
seat tix. Dual price was charged by | 
some theatres, the higher-priced 
tix being for loges. 

Cities carrying the telecast in- 
cluded New York, Asbury Park 
N. J.: Rutherford, N. J.; Washing- | 
ton. Baltimore, Richmond, Los An- 
geles, Seattle, San Francisco, Sac- 
ramento, Cleveland, Milwaukee, | 
Toledo, Gary, Ind., Indianapolis | 
Hammond, Ind., Miami, Bingham- 
ton, Albany, Denver, Louisville, 
Pittsburgh, Omaha, Dayton, Cin- 
cinnati, Minneapolis and Erie, Pa. 
Philadelphia, Camden, N. J. (home 
of Walcott), Atlantic City and all 
of New England were blacked out. 
The southwest also was unable to 
obtain the bout because of the dif- 
ficulty in preempting commercial 
TV time, 

N. Y., with eight theatres carry- 
ing the fight, had the largest rep- 
resentation. Only house on Broad- | 
way with the telecast was the War- EF 


ner Theatre which, after being | Let Talent Perform | 


shuttered for several months, was 
Continued from page 7 





Pitt’s Stanley In Late Pickups 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 
Stanley, WB deluxer, picked up 
the theatre telecast of the Walcott- 
Marciano fight at“last minute after | 
\it looked for a time as if the 2,200- | 
seat Harris would .be the only | 
downtown house carrying it. Vir- 
tual advance sellout at latter house 
less than 36 hours after tickets 
went on sale prompted action by 
the Stanley. 


Two other theatres in the Golden 
Triangle, Penn and Fulton, are 
equipped with theatre TV but 
neither was willing to meet the 
terms of the IBC, possibly figuring | 
that if all four of them took the | 
championship scrap, making 10,000 
seats available, somebody and 
maybe the lot of them would take 
a licking. Tickets are priced at 
$3.50, which includes 30% Federal | 
and city taxes. Return to theatre | 
per seat is $2.70. 




















opened just for the fight. The 2,- 
711-seat house charged $4.50 gen- 
eral admission and $5 for ees tertainment bet which. had 
pg yp gs ag: ee | more than mildly acceptable wher- 


- lever used. “There’s no reason,” 
which did not offer a regular film |». ..er and Romano declare, “why 








been 


he ne with the special yr | actors and actresses can’t work out 
pane aes Whe 450-scat Guild | little routines for presentation. 
sports “s 


| E-en if it’s itation.” 
Theatre on 50th St., one of the first | E Re o} Ror: Mg they argue, is 
to sign up, sold out weeks ago at/i1.+ the COMPO tours are made 
$4.80. ‘up by reps of various branches 
Other houses in the N. Y. met/ of the industry but there are no 
area carrying the telecast were | performers’ reps on the advisory 
Fabian’s Fox, Brooklyn; RKO) hoard. The result, thus far, has 
Fordham, Bronx; Marine, Brook-| heen “you are not expected to en- 
lyn; Queens, Queens Village, L. I.; | tertain.” 
Loew’s Victoria, Harlem, and Tours are well organized and 


Skouras’ Academy of Music in| the traveling Hollywood talent gets 
lower Manhattan. | close to the sudience. But the im-. 

In Chicago, it was SRO for three pact would be greater, Tucker in- 
Balaban & Katz houses with a last-| sists, if the speech-making were 
minute spurt. Marbro, sold out| dropped. “Some of these shows 
first. Tivoli lagged until Monday | are given in a public square in 
night and sold out yesterday morn- | the broiling sun,” he added. “Peo- 
ing. Uptown, on far North Side, | ple stand around and wait for a 
was last to sell out. Total take for | 
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the Rose” rolling in Britain and | 


“Rob Roy” is on next year’s slate | 
as a possible Scotland locaticner. | 


Paramount starts two weeks of 
shooting in Paris today (Wed.) on 
its Bing Crosby starrer, “Little Boy 
Lost.” Exteriors in the French cap- 
ital are being supervised by di- 
rector George Seaton and producer 
William Perlberg. Par’s “Roman 
Holiday,” with Gregory Peck and | 
Audrey Hepburn, is in its final pro- | 
duction stages in Rome. - 

No stranger to the advantages of 
overseas filmmaking, Warners has 
an Errol Flynn starrer,-““The Sea 
Rogue,” underway in Sicily, while 
Burt Lancaster is busy with “His | 
Majesty O'Keefe” in the Fiji Is-| 
lands. Lancaster, incidentally, did | 





|another foreign feature for War- | 
|ners around the same time last | 


year. Titled “The Crimson Pirate,” | 
it was made off the Italian. coast. 
Being made in the South Seas is 
“Return to Paradise,” with Gary 
Cooper. | 


Literati 





Keeping Posted With Billy Rose 


Newspapermen have been inter- 


ested sideline watchers in the N.Y. 
Post-Billy Rose series, which 
now eclipsing the Walter Winchell 
vs. The Post-Barry Gray hassle. 
Not since the Bernarr Macfadden 
p.m, tabloid, The N.Y. Graphic of 
the flamboyant 1920s, with 
“composite” art (fake photos), has 


there been so much unique news- 


paperman stuff. 

In this instance it’s the reverse 
—there’s nothing faked or phoney 
in The Post-Rose series. The punci- 
es really started to flail towards 
the end of the series, which ended 


yesterday (23). Rose’s dander rose | 


as he disclosed in the space alloted 
him by The Post for rebuttal of 
its “inside” on him, that “J hope 
to put a new word into newspaper 
lingo, ‘Postism’—the art of selling 


its | 


will be made until after he’s fin. 
ished with his current alimony 
tangle. At that time John N, 





s| Wheeler, head of Bell Syndicate, 


| will sit down to negotiate a deal. 





Louis Sobol’s 25th Year 

With the signing of his latest 
two-year contract with the N. y, 
Journal-American~- King Features, 
Louis Sobol will mark a quarter- 
of-a-century as a Broadway col- 
ummnist, mosf of it with the Hearst 
papers. His “home” sheet is the 
J-A. 

Like Walter Winchell and Ed 
Sullivan, Sobol is also a product 
of the now defunct Bernarr Mac- 
fadden. tabloid, the N. Y. Evening 
Graphic, which had an abortive ca- 


reer to establish itself as a p.m. 
tab. When Winchell went from 
the Graphic to the N. Y. Daily 


To reprise the. now principal | papers by character assassination.” | Mirror, Sobol succeeded him. Sul- 


familiar reasons _ for 
abroad, the majors have adopt. | 
ed this policy because: (1) It’s a} 
means of unfreezing blocked remit- 
tances; (2) savings to be had via | 


|lower pay scales for technicians, | 


extras, ete; (3) experience has | 
shown that pix made overseas have | 
greater b.o. appeal in the foreign | 
market; (4) films produced*in Brit: | 
ain may participate in Eady Plan 
benefits and also qualify as quota 
pictures. 














‘Promised Land’ 
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more drive-ins will be built in the 
next two years. 

2. TOA’s retiring prexy, Mitchell | 
Wolfson, was among those who 
urged the exhibs to get on he 
bandwagon and apply to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
for a television channel, to share in 
the future of that growing medium. 
He pointed out that such smart op- 
erations as United Paramount The- 
atres were showing the way. 

3. Wolfson, Robert J. O’Brien, 
chairmen of the TOA theatre video 
committee, and others foresaw 
large-screen color TV in the near 
future, with several hundred the- 
atres at a ‘time linked into net- 





a new one—it was blueprinted by 
Zit’s Weekly, and improved .upon 
by the Russian daily, Pravda.” 
(Zit’s Weekly was an abortive the- 
atrical trade weekly which bor- 
rowed its name from the late Carl 
F. Zittel, quondam N.Y. Journal 
theatrical reviewer, Central Park 
Casino (N.Y.) operator, and trade- 
paper publisher). 


Rose gave The Post a scoop on 


himself by revealing that next 
Monday (29) a series, “Trial By 
Terror,” will “appear in newspa- 
pers across the country,” and that} 


after a holiday he will resume his 
“Pitching Horseshoes” column for 
Bell syndication. 

The Post last week started rat- 
tling ghosts in Rose's literati clos- 
ets, naming Lee Rogow, Charles 
Samuels and Bernard Wolfe as his 
ghostwriters. Ben Hecht came to 
Rose's defense; Rose wrote an “I 
Accuse” snipe-back at Dorothy 
Schiff, The Post publisher, and her 
operation of the sheet, taking ex- 
ception to the editorial footnotes 
in his “‘Rose’s % Acre” (as the re- 
buttal col. was captioned). Where- 
upon The Post did its own rebut- 
taling in side-notes, instead of in- 
terpolated paragraph-by-paragraph 
footnotes, when Rose got serious 


with his gripes at the paper's tech- | 


nique in “attacking” personalities 
as a circulation builder. Rose in- 


shooting | He added, “This technique is not|livan, in turn, went from sports on 


the Graphic to succeed Sobol. and 
| eventually to the N. Y. Daily News. 

Another pioneering Broadway 
columnist, Mark Hellinger, was 
first on the News, then the Mirror 
and affiliated Hearst sheets for 
other syndication before going 
Hollywood, but retaining his Sun- 
day spread all the time. 





Scripps-Howard Reorg 

In a management reshuffle, 
| Scripps-Howard Newspapers an- 
nounced the resignations, as of 
Dec. 31, of W. W. Hawkins. board 
chairman, and Roy W. Howard, 
prexy of E. W. Scripps Co., which 
operates the 19 S-H papers. Charles 
E. Scrivps has been elected new 
board chairman of the Scripps Co. 
Jack R. Howard, now exec v.p., 
was elected prez and continues as 
general editorial manager. Mark 
Ferree becomes new exec v.p, and 
continues as general business 
manager. 

Scripps, 32, is the grandson of 
E. W. Scripps. Jack Howard, 42, 
is Roy Howard's son and has had 
|radio and tele experience in ad- 
dition to his newspaper work. 
Hawkins, incidentally, is the father 
of Bill Hawkins, legit critic of the 
|N. Y. World-Telegram & Sun. 





Laurie’s New Vaude Book 
Joe Laurie, Jr., who has been 


the three houses was over $30,000. | 


Crown, Essaness house, which had 
reserved $4.80 seats, sold out the 
reserves first and the $3.60’s last, 
hitting capacity at the last moment 
for $4,100. 

Yesterday’s telecast marked the 
first time that a drive-in had 
booked a large-screen TV attrac- 
tion, with the S-3 Drive-In The- 
atre, Rutherford, N. J., being the 
only ozoner carrying the bout. The 
jargest open-air theaire in New 
Jersey, with a capacity of 1,300 
cars, it sold out at $10 a car. In 
addition, 6,000 “ringside” seats 
were soid at $10. Chairs were 
placed in the area closest to the 
screen and patrons from overflow 
cars were seated there. The over- 
flow cars were parked in conven- 
ient locations by the management. 
It’s estimated that 16,000 people 
attended the event at the ozoner. 

A minimum of $120,000 had 
been guaranteed to the Interna- 
tional Boxing Club, promoters of 
the bout, by Nate Halpern, TNT 
prexy. Income from the film 


rights, held by RKO, is still un-| 


certain. Key operating personnel 
of the filmery were on duty all 
night to assist in prompt handling 
of the footage taken at the bout. 


few hours for us to arrive. Then, 
when we get there, we disappoint 
them because instead of perform- 
ing, we talk.” 

It’s this type of personal ap- 
pearance, he added, that justifies 
Paul Gregory’s recent charge that 
“indiscriminate” p.a.’s are robbing 
stars of their glamor. 

“If a star shows up on time, 
exuding charm and glamor which 
they expect, and then does noth- 
ing but give a brief speech on 
how happy she is to be there, the 
value of the appearance is lost. 
But if they act—or sing, or dance 
or whatever they can do best— 
then they have ved up to--what 
the public expects of them.” 


Peak Prod Abroad 


—— Continued from page 7 












ject (via Irving Allen-Cubby Broc- 
colis Warwick Pictures) is “The 
Red Beret.” Starring Alan Ladd, 
| it’s now shooting in Britain. War- 
| wick is also mapping a whaling 
yarn, “The White South,” to be 
| lensed in the sterling area. Col has 
long been active in partially financ- 
| ing production in Italy, and attest- 
ing to its far-flung activities is pro- 











At the RKO homeoffice about 150| ducer Robert Cohn’s current film- 


empleyees- remained on duty to) ing-expedition in Korea for back- 
handle the distribution. | grounds on “Flying Jeeps.” 


| s 01 . rr 
Hub Fight Blackout | euctngrehbeeh Gia taey calle ba 


| ducing abroad if a story calls for 
Raises Ire of Fans | foreign backgrounds, 20th-Fox cur- 
Boston, Sept. 23. 


|rently has “Man On a Tightrope” 
, | before the cameras in Munich 
Blacking out of Walcott-Mar- | while “Sailor of the King” (former- 
ciano fight on radio, TV and the-| ly “Able Seaman Brown”) rolled in 
atre-TV here resulted in Hub fight | England this week. Directed by 
fans deluging stations and theatres | Elia Kazan, “Tightrope” has Fred- 
with calls demanding an explana-| ric March and Gloria Grahame as 
tion of this slight. Promoters | cast toppers. Jeffrey Hunter heads 
ruled out this area when setting | the “King” player slate. 
up coverage, figuring proximity; To provide the upcoming “White 
might hurt the gate if carried by | Witch Doctor” with authentic back- 
radio and TV. However, local! ground material, 20th sent a special 
sportsmen ridicule the wukase,| unit to Borneo. Same studio re- 
claiming that fans interested and | portedly has ambitious plans for 
well-heeled enough would trek to “The Egyptian,” a bestselling novel 
Philadelphia regardless of extent! of a few years back, which produc- 
of free coverage offered. | tion chief Darryl F. Zanuck just 
With Marciano a native of, acquired. Presumably, it will be 
nearby Brockton, interest in fight | filmed in Egypt. 
tops anything here in years, and| RKO, via Walt Disney Produc- 
Hub’s two TV equipped theatres, | tions, has had considerable success 
Pilgrim and Loew's State, would) with Disney’s British-made “Treas- 
undoubtedly have pulled SRO/ure Island” and “Robin Hood.” 
crowds. However, disgruntled | Based upon the b.o. gold he panned 
fans were forced to be satisfied with | with those live-actioners, the car- 











a rebroadcast of the action carriedi toommaker now has “Sword and 


works to bring legit plays, musi- 
cals, operas, ballets, etc., to the 
sticks and fine profits to exhibitors. 
They foresaw a period of regular 
programming of this offbeat class 
entertainment, which would attract 
brand new audiences into the film 
theatres. 

4. The concessionaires and their 
exhibits at the convention held 
out a promise of more expensive, 
higher-profit items. The popcorn 
institute said it was ready to go 
into a $1,000,000 national produc- 
tion drive which would further 
hypo the highly profitable popcorn 
sales of theatres. 

On the blunter side, the con- 
ventioneers heard from Eric John- 
ston, president of Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, that Hollywood 
“is going to make films especially 
for television . . . (see separate 
story on Page 5). 

Myers’ Balk 

Hope for quick approval of the 
arbitration plan ran into disap- 
pointment when Abram F. Myers, 
board chairman and general coun- 
sel for Allied States, balked at the 
huddle of exhibitors and distrib- 
_— {see separate story on Page 

Alfred Starr, new TOA prexy, 
fired back the next day that arbi- 
tration was just around the corner 
and that there were no major 
hurdles. TOA adopted a resolution 
endorsing the principle of arbi- 
tration. 

Question of whether TOA, now 
named as a co-conspirator but not 
as a defendant in the 16m anti- 
trust suit, should become an active 
participant was too hot for the 
convention to handle, many dele- 
gates claiming they had no author- 
ity to bind their units. Convention 
voted to poll immediately the au- 
tonomous locals to learn how far 
they want to go in this matter. 

TOA, which had praised Holly- 
wood for its cleanup of the Com- 
munists and for producing better 
films, didn’t forget the traditional 
conflict between exhibition and 
distributior over film rental terms. 
“Outrageous terms” were de- 
nounced by several speakers. They 
demanded that a survey of terms 
be made, with the material given 
to the Department of Justice. Some 
speakers contended that the bid- 
ding provision of the antitrust de- 
crees must go, since it was a rein 
on the exhibitors rather than on 


cluded a crack about “two-penny | working on his history of “Vaude- 
Hechts,” referring to The Post’s| ville: From the Honkytonks to the 
multiple byliners of the “expose” | Palace” for many years, looks set 
(George Trow and Irving Lieber-/| for fall '53 publication by Henry 
man get top billing. with assists} Holt & Co., which published 
from Alvin Davis, Bennett Schiff | “Show Biz,” best seller which he 
and Nancy Seely). This parallels; co-authored with Abel Green. 
some of the oldie Hollywood studio | Laurie may go out on a radio-TV 
cracks at “$90-a-week critics,” and|ballyhoo pitch for both “Show 
may be one of the reasons why | Biz,” which Doubleday is reprint- 
Rose has not enjoyed favorable} ing this fall in a $2.95 edition 
slanting from the press at large (originally $5) and later in a 50c 
when issues involving him arose. |Permabook (paperback). Coinci- 
Rose had been taking The Post|dentally, the author- comedian 
series in stride, accepting it with | would trailerize for Holt the up- 
more or less good grace, but late | coming “Spice of Variery,” first 
last week he cautioned the Post to| anthology of over 50  byliners 
“proceed at your peril, and this | culled from the sundry Anniver- 
warning goes for everybody—by- | sary Numbers of Vanrrery. 
liners, editors and publishers. A!  Alphabetized from Fred Allen to 
competent firm of attorneys is| Maurice Zolotow, the 50-odd con- 
checking everything you print for | tributors to the Variety anthology 
libel—and aching for thé day when | share alike all the royalties and 
it will get you into court and make whatever reprint rights accrue. 
you put up or shut up...” To! Traditionally, the Variety guest 
which The Post replied that when | byliners’ reprint income, as it has 
“Billy came down on bended kee | occurred in the past from the var- 
last March to ask the editors to do ious digests, 





} goes 100% to the 
him a favor and hold out this se- | authors. 

egg until after his divorce | 

e told us he was one of our real 

fans. He said The Post was doing | CHATTER 


Grady Johnson’s “Story Behind 
Marilyn Monroe” in the October 
Coronet. 


a wonderful job in this town. We) 
can’t understand what has caused | 
him to change his mind.” This was , 
an interpolated Editor’s Note. one| 4; , Milton Runyon, veepee of 
of several to which Rose took ex-| Doubleday & Co., enroute to Eu- 
ception, and The Post then switched 'P¢ 0n the Caronia. 





the distributors, 


to side-notes. 


The Post denied Rose’s state- 
ment that the Post’s feature editor 
“Mr. Harper called the Bell Syn- 
dicate and asked if his paper could 
buy the column, written by the 
guy. it was calling a bum. Joke 
over, as the even-tempered Mr. 
Winchell would say.” 

The Post denies its interest in 
a Rose column, stating that it 


merely wanted to learn “what pa- | 


paper was getting the colurin.” 


Rose, however, in the belief that 
The Post was still interested, con- 
cluded, that The Post “can buy 
my column and the terms are easy: 
10c a week. But first, everyone 
connected with the nitwit attempts 
to smear me—publisher, editors 
and bumbling blat-boys—will have 
to crawl on their tummies from 
West St. (where The Post publish- 
es) to the Ziegfeld Theatre (which 
Rose owns) with the stuff written 
about me in their teeth. On stage, 
before 1,600 people who bathe reg- 
ularly, this gallant gang will ha 
to eat every manure-flecked word 
without catchup.” 


Rose revealed yesterday that 
four N.Y. papers want his “Pitch- 
ing Horseshoes,” but no decision 


ve | 


Herbert Ross, with Cue mag ina . 
sales capacity, appointed eastern 
_advertising manager. 
|. Publication date for John Crose 
_by’s “Out of the Blue” (Simon & 
Schuster) is set for Oct. 26. 

John Tebbel’s “The Life and 
Times of William Randolph 
| Hearst” due via Dutton in October. 

Tallulah Bankhead profiled in a 
three-part story by Maurice Zolo- 
tow in American Weekiy Sept. 28. 
_The Charles Venturas ‘he’s so- 
,clety ed of the N. Y. World-Tele- 
| gram) to Las Vegas for the first 
| time. 

Edwin Corle is writing “One a 
Shoestring,” the biography of Will 
Morrissey, for publication early 
next year. 
|, Coming up for publication are 
| two comic books, titled “Spike 
Jones Goes West” and “Spike 
| Jones on Mars.” 
N. Y. Mirror staff writer Justin 
Gilbert leaving Friday (26) for 
| Italy on extended leave, to do 
/some fiction writing in Genoa. 
| Emory Lewis, Cue mag staffer, 
, has been upped to feature editor, 
succeeding Jack Keating, wo 
moved over te the drama critic spot 
following the recent death, of Gil- 
bert W. Gabriel. 
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year. “He’d be just as happy to 
get $5,000 a week for 40 weeks — 
the same $200,000—and do, in ad- 
dition to the two features, 20 brief 
appearances on filmed TV,” Roach 
reasons. “That means that he is 
costing the studio only $50,000 
per picture. The same kind of sal- 
ary arrangement can be used with 
writers and other contractees. Pro- 
duction costs could thus be 
trimmed by about 40%, with the 
savings passed along.” 
Sees TV as B.O. Hypo 

Key question is how to put Holly- 
wood names into vidpix without 
hurting their box office draw. The 
Roach argument, that video work 
can help rather than hurt the b.o., 
runs this way: stars are stars only 
when they are known, and they 
lose their names if they aren’t seen 
by the large  stay-at-home-and- 
watch-tele audience. Regular half- 
hour appearances may tend to hurt 
them at the b.o., but if their tele 
stints are kept~brief they will 
serve -as trailers, luring new fans 
into the theatres. A 10-minute 
weekly feature for Marilyn Monroe, 
for example, would be a big b.o. 
hypo. 

Pix and TV can actually be com- 
plimentary, Roach feels, citing 
vaude and films in the early days. 
“A star who won new fans through 
vaudeville found his marquee value 
for pictures strengthened,” Roach 
recalled. “The fact that a man 
could be seen for 75c at the Palace 
didn’t hurt him when he did a ‘Fol- 
lies’ show with a $4.80 top.” 

Roach, who has been out of the- 
atrical pix production for three 
years said that he plans trying the 
combination of theatre-and-tele pix 
production. Stars that he develops 
in vidpix will be used in full-length 
features. _ 

-Hollywood would benefit from 
entering tele, he feels, rather than 
abandoning it to radio or other in- 
terests. If pixites were more domi- 
nant in the new industry, 
wouldn’t schedule the big hour and 
90-minute shows on Saturday eve- 
nings, the traditional going-out 
nights. 

Roach disputes those pic toppers 
who say that “eventually” telefilms 
will draw top creative personnel. 
He claims that vidpix already has 
outstanding cameramen, . writers, 
technicians, etc. Further, telepic 
producers have learned tricks in 
cost-cutting that can be applied to 
theatrical product. 

About eight companies are ten- 
ants in his Coast studio, including 
his son, Hal Roach, Jr. Latter has 
a couple of new pilots in the can 
and may add them to the roster of 
celluloid shows being turned out 
on the Roach lot. 








Continued from page 1 jnaame 


the Coppicus, Schang & Brown 
division of Columbia Artists Mgt., 
and is sponsored by the Cultural 
Dept. of the Republic of Indonesia. 
That government kicked in for 
$100,000 for the tour, with $75,000 
of it for roundtrip transportation, 
and balance for European clothing, 
rehearsal costs, etc. It bought out 
the entire “house for Oct. 17, for 
UN members, etc. 

Troupe can gross almost $21,000 
at the Fulton, at a $4.80 top, with 
operating nut estimated around 
$14.000. Fred C. Schang, prez of 
Coiumbia, who’s made the Bali at- 
traction his baby, gave the troupe 
a minimum guarantee of 13 weeks’ 
bookings, and can keep them here 
for 26. He spent 170 hours in the 
air on the project, on one trip to 
Bali, and then on another te Lon- 
don to see the troupe before it 
played here. 

Booking problem is complex, he 
says; he has to have them in Cali- 
fornia by end of November, to 
keep them out of cold weather. 
Only once before has.a Bali troupe 
been away from home, a group 
going to France in 1933. This 
troupe has never ventured frem its 
interior village before. 

Troupe has had unusual news 
and promotion breaks. Newspapers 
and magazines have run several 
articles already on the troupe. A 
group appeared on Ed Sullivan’s 
TV show Sunday (21), and Colum- 
bia Records plans disking some 
of the gamelan (native) music. 
Schang is aiming at a picture deal, 
ana hopes to have the troupe’s 
stage program filmed in color. 

He attributes the dancers’ draw 


TV" 


to four things: (a) potency of the 
Bali name, which he says is synony- 
mous with romance; (b) the group 
is high-class talent; (c) it’s a smooth 
show after rehearsals and a Lon- 
don tryout, and (d) its sock press 
campaign. “It’s also least likely to 
come back—14,000 miles for a re- 
turn engagement,” he says. 


India's ‘Aan’ 


Continued Yrom page 7 





| According to Khan, it was brought 
lin at $750,000 and its production 
cost has already been retrieved in 
the Indian market. Khan and | 
Frankovich leave for the Coast | 
today (Wed.), where the former | 
will gander Hollywood production | 
techniques. Frankovich, meanwhile, | 
will try to sign a writer and di-| 
rector for “Fire Over Africa,” | 
which he expects to start filming 
in Africa Jan. 20 with Errol Flynn 
in the lead role. 

Frankovich revealed that his 
“Decameron Nights,” which was 
filmed in Spain and Italy, is curr- 
rently being processed (Techni- 
color) in England, with Techni- 
color working on the tinted prints. 
He has completed a deal with 
Eros Films for release of the pic- 
iture in England. When he returns 
ito N. Y. from one-week visit to the 
Coast, Frankovich pians to hold 
preliminary talks with distribs on 
a releasing arrangement for “De- 
cameron.” 


Second te Hollywood ; 

John G. McCarthy, veep of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
stresses that India’s 250 film fea- 
ture output per annum puts that 
country second only to Hollywood 
as a mass production_centre. This 
was said at a Radio Corp. of Amer- 
ica luncheon last week co-hosted 
by Meade Burnet, RCA ‘Interna- 
tional chief; and RCA prez Frank 
M. Folsom. Chandulal Shah re- 
sponded with a speech accenting 
American magnanimity in light of 
the fact that, in its sphere of in- 
fluence, pix made in India do con- 
stitute competition to Hollywood’s 
overseas markets. 

The party of 16 was partied by 
Eric Johnston both in New York 
and Washington from whence, un- 
der semi-official auspices as guests 
of the State Dept., they saw the 
sights en route to 10 days in Holly- 
wood, where the group of pro- 
ducers and players fly back to 
Bombay. 

Frank Capra sparked this jun- 
ket which includes Shah, the 
dean of the Indian producers, 
along with Miss Gohar (Shree 
Ranjit Movietone Co.) and the fol- 
lowing players: Kaj Kapoor, Nargis 
(Fatima A. Hashid), Prem Nath, 
Suryakumari, David Abraham 
(professionally just David), Arund- 
hati Mukherji, Bina Rai (just mar- 
ried to Nath); B.. N. Sirecar, pro- 
ducer. .and-..exhibiter (New ‘The- 
atres, Ltd., chain), Keki M. Modi 
(West India Theatres, Ltd.); K. 
Suvramanim, Divecha, Minoo Kat- 
rak, M. R. Acharekar (last three 
technicians) and Mrs, Ellin Modi. 


Truman Greets Film 


Delegation From India 
Washington, Sept. 23. 

President Truman greeted the 
delegation of visiting film stars 
and executives from India yester- 
day (Mon.) with Eric Johnston, 
prez of Motion Picture Ass’n of 
America, handling the introduc- 
tions. 

When a photographer’s flashbulb 
explodeds just a few feet from 
them, both Mr. Truman and the 
Indians got a laugh, when the 
President cracked, “There must be 
a Communist in the crowd.” 


Legit Tix Famine 


uation extends from Jan. 6 through 
Feb. 4. 

The tkird ‘such prospect is 
“Deep Blue Sea,” Terence Ratti- 
gan’s London success which will 
star Margaret Sullavan in the role 
played in the original West End 
edition by Peggy Ashcroft. Show, 
produced by Alfred de Liagre, Jr., 
and John C. Wilson, opens Nov. 5 
at the Morosco. Fact that the lat- 
ter house has a relatively moder- 
ate capacity (912 seats), will com- 
plicate the situation created by 
heavy party bookings and expected 
heavy advance sale. In the cases 
of both “Two’s Company” and 
“Deep Blue Sea,” no ads have yet 
appeared, but there has already 
been considerable advance mail. 








Goldwyn 
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theatres than at those meetings, 
they’d get better results. Arbitra- 
tion is. nonsense, a picture should 
get what it earns. Exhibitors 
should encourage producers, not 
try to get their pictures cheaply.” 

Re_ subsidies fer foreign --pro- 
ducers: “I think if the forei 
producers gave more time to mak- 
ing pictures, instead of waiting at 
the doorstep of Parliament for sub- 
sidies, they’d make better pic- 
tures.” 

Re the Government 16m suit) 
seeking the sale of films to TV: | 
“The suit is silly and I don’t think | 
the Government will get very far) 
with it. It was-inspired by minor 
people in television—Sarnoff and | 
Paley are too smart for that.” 

Re criticism of a campaign fund 
for Gen. Eisenhower raised at the 
Warner Bros. lot: “I don’t see why 
Zanuck, Jack Warner and Samuel 
Goldwyn can’t be for Ike. But any- 
body is free to collect for any can- 
didate they like.” 

Goldwyn disclosed a plan to 
open “Andersen” in Los Angeles 
and N, Y. a few days before Christ- 
mas but the specific theatres have 
yet to be set because of “bidding 
considerations.” He and his wife. 
Frances, gad been abroad for “bus- 
iness and a little rest.” 


MPAA Shows 
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cliffhanger, thereby arousing in- 
terest in the video audience to see 
the picture “to find out what hap- 
pened.” 

Picture currently being viewed 
by U. S. industryites contains 
scenes from 20th-Fox’s “Phone 
Call From a Stranger,” Walt Dis- 
ney’s “Alice in Wonderland” and 
from three British films. Second 
half of the program consists of in- 
terviews with film personalities. 
In film being shown, there’s an 
interview with Claire Bloom when 
she had just returned to London 
after competing the femme lead in 
Charles Chaplin’s “Limelight.” 
Second interview, conducted by a 
British fan mag writer, is one with 
two British film players. 

Showing of picture by MPAA, 
although not intended to tell the 
film companies to use video, is 
meant to present an example of 
how it can be employed to:sell pix 
in theatres. U. S. pixites, who 
formerly looked upon video with 
horror, are beginning to realize 
that it can be harnessed ad- 
vantageously. Recent success in 
plugging pix via video has made 
film ad departments consider sezi- 
ously more widespread use of the 
medium. 


10-Year TV Ties 
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the licenses of the networks’ 
owned & operated stations because 
of the past misconduct.” 
Entitled To Some Procedure 
Paramount is entitled to the 
same procedure, as far as its mo- 











tion pictures antitrust violation is | J 


concerned, it asserts. Par then 
adds: 

“A lengthy trial resulted in a 
consent decree prescribing a de- 
tailed course of conduct. That de- 
cree has been complied with and 
no violations here occurred. If any 
question is raised, the D. of J. is 
free to go to court for additional 
relief. This guarantees ‘the elimin- 
ation of any objectionable practice 
and avoids the harsh remedy of 
cancellation of licenses or author- 
izations,” 

As to the question of making 
film talent and stories available 
for TV, Paramount asserts it has 
no restrictive policy so far as video 
is concerned, and will make prod- 
uct available “as soon as the eco- 
nomie condition of TV is such that 
it can pay a price for the films com- 
parable to that which film industry 
can pay.” The present TV market, 
with its 108%plus stations, is small 
aS compared with the 12,000 to 18.- 
C00 theatres and naturally cannot 
meet the price that exhibitors can 
pay, brief points out. But “it is ob- 
vious that as more stations are 
added, TV will become a most 
profitable customer for picture- 
producing companies. It would be 
sheer economic folly to shun such 
a customer. Paramount has no in- 
tention of doing so.” 

Nor does Par restrict talent and 
story rights. “Stories have been 
made available to TV and will con- 


|station, L. A., 
| DuMont, in subscription video and 
the Lawrence tri-color 
| proof that there is no eonflict be- 





tinue to be available. So far as tal- 


ent is concerned, contrary to popu- 
lar impression, no great pool of 
talent is tied up by Paramount. 

“The number of stars, including 
juniors as well as top stars, which 
are under contract to Paramount 
is fewer than 50. Most of the name 
stars in whom TV is interested can 
appear, and indeed have appeared, 
on TV. The young stars, as soon as 
they successfully finish their train- 
ing and become popular, can easily 
acquire tue right to appear on 
6 ?. 

Company also points to its KTLA 
its investment in 


tube as 


tween pix and TV. 


Film Reviews 
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Europe °51 

present form. Despite its Venice 
Fete kudo, this is an overlong, fre- 
quently unclear, poorly dialogued 
exposition of an interesting idea. 
This is further burdened by an al- 
most, constant downbeat treatment. 
Major asset is the Bergman per- 
formance, oddly enough, her best 
in some time. Version seen was 
Italo-dubbed, but English-language 
one also exists, and said to be more 
eomplete. 

Story concerns the crisis of a 
society woman shaken by the sui- 
cide of her son. Desperately seek- 
ing a way out of the chaotic post- 
war world, she follows the advice 
of a Communist friend, goes to the 
people and sees poverty for the 
first time. But she also finds the 
Commie’s interest in the situation 
is not sincere, but merely mechan- 
ical. Abandoning both him and 
her husband, she tries for a more 
human approach, substitutes mate- 
rial aid with a more personal in- 
terest, begins to do manual labor 
and gradually hoses touch with so- 
ciety. 

After various attempts to bring 
her to reason, she is pronounced 
insane and locked up in a clinic, 
where she continues jo suffer in 
silence at the fadeout. Pic over- 
reaches itself towards end, and ac- 
tions situations are insufficiently 
motivated. 

Support from Alexander Knox, 
Giulietta Masina and Ettore Gian- 
nini is capable, but the film is all 
Miss Bergman’s. Aldo Tonti’s cam- 
erawork is uneven, and not up to 
his high standard. Music by Renzo 
Rossellini is appropriate. Editing, 
especially in opening reeis, appears 
faulty. Hawk. 


I Was a Prisoner in 


Siberia 
(JAPANESE) 


Tokyo, Sept’ 9. 
Toho release of Shu Taguchi produc- 
tion. Stars kira Shigemitsu. 
by Yutaka Abe and Toshio Shimura. 
Ta, 


’ came 
Shisuke Paiii, Kozo Okazaki; editor, Yu- 
ka : eeaalce Akira Ifukube. Running 


First full-length documenta 
by western-trained producer Shu 


Taguchi is a low-keyed dramatiza- S 


tion of the actual experiences of a 
apanese soldier imprisoned three 
years in Siberian prison camps. 
Taguchi turned out two docu- 
mentary shorts here that were dis- 
tributed by the U. S. State Depart- 
mth h 

S$ was shot entirely on loca- 
tion on Hokkaido, Japan's north- 
ernmost island. It actually is a 
restrained blast at Soviet in- 
humanity. Pic avoids cuncentrat- 
ing On sensational brutality as it 
defines the hardships suffered by 
thousands of prisoners during Si- 
berian winters. “Prisoner” has 
good prospects of a long run in 
U. S. art houses and a sure bet for 
Japanese ‘foreign-language spots 
in America. 

Camera work is superb. Nar- 
ration is poor being too cultured 
for first person description. Film 
likely will need new narration and 
English titles for American usage. 

Story shows a group of five 
prisoners, who have been incarcer- 
ated for a year, just before being 
told they are to be returned to 
Japan. 

Star of the film, Akira . Shige- 
mitsu, who has been outspokenly 
anti-Communist, is denounced as 
“ultra reactionary” just before the 
vessel taking prisoners home de- 
parts. _ He is sent back to labor in 
the mines where he will receive 
more “training.” 


Picture Grosses 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from e 9) 
Train to Bombay” (Col). Good $9. 
000. Last week, “Untamed Woman" 
Teoun “Born to Saddle” (Indie), 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.366: 
65-90)—“‘Full. House” (20th). Mod. 
erate $8,500 in 8 days. Last week, 
“Greatest Show” (Par), $9,800. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
—*Devil Makes Three” (M-G). (2d 
wk). Down to slow $3,000 in 3 days, 
Last week, mild $5,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850: 65- 
90)—“1 Minute to Zero” (RKO) 
(3d wk-10 days). Okay $6,400. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,283: 65- 
90)—“Merry Widow” (M-G) and 
“You for Me” (M-G) (2d wk). Held 
at nice $8,500. Last week, great 
$13,400. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,599; 65- 
90)—“‘Bonzo Goes College” (U). 
NSH $6,000. Last week, “Son Ali 
Baba” (U) and “Black Hills Am- 
bush” (Rep), $7,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-70) 
-—‘“Black Swan” (20th) and “Rain 
Came” (20th) (reissues). - Modest 
$3,500. Last week, “Valentino” 
(Col) and “Son of Sheik” (Indie) 
(reissues), under $2,000 in four 
days. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
65-90)—“Big Sky” (RKO). Disap- 
pointing at slow $9,000. Last week, 
“What Price Glory” (20th) and 
“Army Bound” (Mono) (2d wk), 
$5,300. 


PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 11) 
$9,500 in sight. Last week, “Just 
for You” (Par), $14,000. 
uirrel Hill (WB) (900; 50-85)— 

Vanishes” (UA) (reissue), 
Strong $2,500. Last week, “Hunch- 
back Notre Dame” (RKO) (reissue) 
(2d_ wk), $2,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)— 
“Crimson Pirate” (WB). Nice no- 
tices for Burt Lancaster’s adventure 
hocus-pocus with oke $13,000 or 
near. Last week, “Big Sky” (RKO), 
$11,000. . 

Warner (WB) 2,000; 60-$1.25)— 
“Lady of Fatima” (WB) (2d wk). 
Special date at advanced prices 
paying off in spades. Will come 
close to $14,500 this session, and 
— Opening week, smash $20,- 


. DENVER 


(Continued from page 11) 
week, “What Price Glory” (20th) 
= “Arctic Flight” (Mono). $16,- 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 50-85)—“Af- 
fair Trinidad” (Col) and “Yukon 
Gold” (Mono). Tall $4,000. Last 
week, “What Price Glory” (20th) 
and “Arctic Flight” (Mono). $3,500. 

(RKO) (2,600; 50-85)— 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) and “Pirate 
Submarine” (Lip) (2d wk). Holding 
at $10,000. Last week, fine $13,000. 

Paramount (Wo ) (2,200; 50- 
85)—“Full House” 
$13,500. Last week. 

Baba” (U) and “Swindlers” (Real- 


; ,50-85)— 
“Rose Bowl Sto (Mono) and 
“Wagons West” (Mono). Big $9,000. 
Last week, “Untamed Frontier” 
1U> aad “Daniel and Devil’™ ‘U), 


$8,500. 
Webber (Fox) (750; 50-85)— 
“Rose Bowl Story”. (Mono) and 
“Wagons West” (Mono). Big $4,000. 
Last week, “Untamed Frontier” 
(U) and “Daniel and Devil” ‘U), 
good $4,060. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 9) 
—‘“Merry Widow” (M-G) and “You 
For Me” (M-G) (3d wk). Good $3,- 
000. Last week, $10,000. 

Mayfair (Evergreen) (1,500; 65- 
90)—“One Minute To Zero” (RKO) 
and “Sea Tiger” (Mono) (m.0.). 
Fine $4,000 in 4 days. Last week, 
“Frankenstein” (Indie) (reissue) 
and “Dracula” (Indie) (reissue) (5 
days), $4,500. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
90)—“‘Monkey - Gusiness” (20th) 
and “Shores Tripoli” (20th) (re- 
issue), day-date with Paramount. 
Fine $5,000. Last week, “One Min- 
ute To Zero” (RKO) and “Sea 
Tiger” (Mono), $6,500. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
90)—"“Greatest Show” (Par), first 
time at regular scale. Good $9,000, 
Last week, “One Minute To Zero 
(RKO) and “Sea Tiger’ (Mono), 
$12,000. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
65-90)—“‘Monkey Business” (20th) 
and “Shores Tripoli” (20th) (re- 
issue). Fast $9,000. Last week, “Af- 
fair Trinidad” (Col) and “Rainbow 
Round Shoulder” (Col) (2d wk), 








Impact of this film comes from | $7,500 


the description of weaknesses and 
strengths of the men who are re- 
duced to animal existence. Acting 
is realistic, but much of the story 
is told by the camera alone. Lars. 





United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
90)—“Just For You” (Par). NSH 
$9,000 or near. Last week. “Be- 
cause Of Sally” (U) (3 days) (2d 
wk), $1,500. 
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Big promotional premieres! ... 
National advertising in more 
than 31 million copies of 
weekly and monthly maga- 
zinés...and more than 27 
million Sunday newspaper sup- 
plements...for a GRAND 
TOTAL CIRCULATION OF 
55,958,107! ... including Life, 
Look, Collier’s, $. E. P., Time, 
Newsweek; Cosmopolitan, 
Redbook, American, Esquire, 
Argosy, True and movie maga- 
- zines .. . This Week in 31 cities; 
Parade, 34 cities, and indepen- 
dent, 15 cities! 
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Clips From 


NEW YORK | 


Harry Rubin, director of projec- ' 
tionists at the Paramount Theatre | 
for the last 35 years, honored by! 
industry associates at a dinner last | 
night (Tues.) at Rosoff’s Restau- 
rant. 

Arthur Sharby, operator of sev- 
eral Long Istand theatres, took a 
,ylong-term lease on the Gem, Far 
Rockaway, N. Y., from Haring & 
Blumenthal through theatre bro-| 
kerage firm of Berk & Krumgold. 

Europe Theatre, in the York- 
ville section.of Manhattah, reopens 
under new management Oct. 1! 
but retains its former policy of 
screening Hungarian, Czech and 
Greek imports among others. 


Les Sugarman, former trade- 


paper scribe and Columbia Pic- | 


tures publicist, joined A. F. Films, | ited 


Inc., as sales rep and publicity 
director. 

John Tassos, former Paramount 
publicist who went to Florida on 
medical leave last December, 
named publicity director of a num- 
ber of Schine hotels in Florida 
He'll handle the Roney-Plaza and 
Gulf Stream, Miami Beach; McAIl- 
lister, Miami, and Boca Raton Ho- 
tel and Club, Boca Ratoi. 

“Savage Triangle,” new French 
film directed by Jean Delannor 


and produced by Joseph Berchollz, | 


opens next Monday (29) at the 
Paris Theatre, New York. Joseph 
Burstyn is the distrib. 


Irving Sochin, Universal’s shorts ' 


subjects topper, left 
weekend to tour five 
eities to spur shorts sales. 
visit Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, 
Indianapolis and Milwaukee. 
Malcolm Scott, formerly 16m 
sales manager for RKO and Cur- 
riculum Films, named N. Y. sales 
chief for Princeton Film Center, 


over the 


ne. 

New Strand Theatre, North Tar- 
rytown, N. Y., filed bankruptcy 
—_, in N. Y. Federal Court 
isting assets of $20,010 and $138,- 
540 in liabilities. Judge Sylvester 
J. Ryan appointed Leo Kaplan as 
receiver. 


PITTSBURGH 


Jack C. Day, manager of Strand 
in Altoona, promoted to city man- 
ager of the Fabian theatres there. 
He succeeds the late D. J. Shep- 


herd. Calvin. Melhorn, assistant at 
_ eam cree tee 


} post. 


| Gray sold the Bentley when he ac- 


midwest | 
He’ll | 


Film Row 


the Strand, moves up to Day’s old 


John Keady of WB Theatres 
bookkeeping department upped to 
Stan Horners’ assistant in contact 
office. 

Bentley Theatre in Monogahela, 
which recently closed, reopened as 
radio and television store. William 


quired the Anton in the same town. 


Hazelwood, which shut down 
more than a month ago when M. J. 
Shapiro terminated leasing deal, to 
reopen Nov. 1 with its owners, Mrs. 
Dora Landy. and Mrs. Mary Stein- 
berg, widows of Pittsburgh exhibs, 
in charge. 

Arthur Manson is handling dis- 
tribution of “The Medium” in this | 
territory. Pic just opened a lim- 
roadshow run at the legit 
Nixon. 














| ‘ttl Secrifice’ 


Continued from page 5& 


show they’ve remitted or invested 
varied amounts against future prof- 
its. As a consequence, it’s under- 
| stood, the $5,900,000 which is to be 
blocked over the next year largely 
could not have been converted into 
dollars anyway. 

The $5,900,000 figure was arrived 
at via some complex figuring, the 
basics of which go like this: The 
U. S. companies, which are guaran- 
teed a minimum of $4,000,000 un- 
|der the Eady setup, claimed this 
source should have brought them 
a total of $5,500,000. The British, 
in turn, coneeded remittances of 
‘oniy the guaranteed $4,000,000 as 
|“dollars in New York,” and the 
|U. S. outfits accepted this. The 
| British thereby “saved” $1,500,000. 

As it continues, on paper, the 
| new plan provides that the compa- 
| piies may take out only $1,100,000 
under the Eady system. Since they 
claimed $5,500,000 over the past 

year and are now permitted the 
| reduced figure of $1,100,000 (called 

the producers’ share for. the U. S. 
companies), the British ‘save” 
| $4,400,000. The total is the $5,900,- 
| 000 which the American outfits 
agree to waive. 
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See Nancy Olson co-starring 
A WAYNE-FELLOWS Production, released 
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Big RKO Trading 

Negotiations which culmi- 
nated in the purchase of 
RKO Pictures ‘control by .the 
Ralph Stolkin syndicate Mon- 
day (22) midnight were accom- 
panied by an unusually heavy 

O trading volume on the 

. Y. Stock Exchange over the 
past week. From last Wednes- 
day (17) through yesterday 
(Tues.) some 136,600 shares 
changed hands. 

Biggest volume was regis- 
tered on Friday (19), when 
57,500 shares were traded. 
Breakdown for the week shows 
that 6300 shares moved on 
Wednesday, 25,000 on Thurs- 
day, 57,400 Friday, 24,000 
Monday and 23,900 yesterday. 
RKO hit a high of 4°%4 yester- 
day, a low of 43% and closed 
at 414,.off an eighth. 


Continued from page 3 











telefilm unit for custom-made TV 
pix but the immediate aim is to 
get rolling with the feature film 
program. There has been no dis- 
cussion of any- sale of the com- 
pany’s backlog to television. 


Who'll Head Production? 


Takeover by Stoikin and his 
pards was accompanied by a flock 
of rumors regarding personnel. In 
line with this, Louis B. Mayer’s fu- 
ture industry role has been the sub- 
ject of much conjecture since he 
ankled Metro. Among those also 
mentioned in some circles as pos- 
sible candidates as production 
boss are Sol C. Siegel, Pandro S. 
Berman, William Perlberg and 
Jerry Wald. 


No appointments can take place 
until the pew board of directors 
meets in New York in about 10 
days. Formal announcement . also 
is looked for at that time on 
specific policy and plans. Status of 
prexy Depinet also expectedly will 
be clarified at the meeting of the 
new directorate. 

It’s presumed that the Hughes 
appointees to top-level studio po- 
sitions are less likely to remain on 
the payroll than those with the stu- 
dio many years. Among the former 
is C. J. Tevlin, in charge of studio 
operations. 

All contracts with RKO will re- 
main in force but the new buyers 
do not get one of the studio’s big- 
gest money-making stars, Jane 
Russell. She’s under contract to 
the Hughes Tool Co. This pact in 
no way figured in the sale nego- 
tiations. 

Contract stars now at RKO ‘in- 
clude Robert Ryan, Robert Mit- 
chum, Keith Andes and Mala 
Powers. Producers on the lot in- 
clude Edmund Grainger, Lewis 
Rachmil, Robert Sparks, Sam Weis- 
enthal and Irwin Allen. 

included in the deai, of course, 
are RKO’s important distribution 
contracts with Samuel Goldwyn 
and Walt Disney. Top-level sources 
here state that the Goldwyn and 
Disney pacts have no “escape 
clause” and the two film-makers 
+» panne to release through 


Hughes Loan 


Continued from page 3 eae. 


the Hughes stock. Koolish, inci- 
dentally, is president of Empire 
Industries, C€hicago mail order 
house. Edward “Buzz” Burk, who, 
like Ryan, is a San Antonio oil- 
man, will own 10% in association 
with Sherrill Corwin, Southern 
California theatre owner. Corwin’s 
holdings amount to about 2%. 

First payment of $1,250,000 was 
in the form of a cashier’s check 
made out to Hughes. Stolkin and 
his associates take over manage- 
ment but the actual stock will be 
placed in escrow within the next 
two to four weeks pending com- 
pletion of the final payment to 
— 

n another economic aspect of 
the Hughes bowout, there She in- 
demnification of any kind in the 
stock switch terms. In this con- 
nection it’s pointed out that two 
big lawsuits are pending against 
Hughes and the corporation. These 
are Paul Jarrico’s action for screen 
credit on “Las Vegas Story” and 
Martin Gang’s libel complaint 
growing out of the recent Hughes- 
Jean Simmons litigation. There 
are numerous private antitrust 
Suits now pending, instituted by 
exhibs. Similarly, there is no in- 
demnification in the event of stock- 


holder suits stemming from the 
Sale, 





Amusement Stock Quotations 


For the Week Ending Tuesday (23) 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. 
Vol.in’ High 


N. Y. Stock Exchange 
ABC 
CBS, 

CBS, 

Eastman Kodak .... 

. Loew's ; 
Paramount. ....cce- 
Philco 
RCA 
RKO Pictures ‘s 
RKO Theatres....... e 
Republic 


Zenith 


N. Y. Curb Exchange 
Du Mont 


Technicolor 
Trans-Lux 


Over-the-Counter Securities 
Cinecolor 

Chesapeake Ind: 

U A, Theatres 

Walt Disney 


Net. 
Change 


Low 
2 for week 


Close 


034 
3634 
3614 
312- 

8% 
4472 
131% 
25% 
33% 
28% 

414 

334 

3% 

9% 
153% 
13% 
1234 


10% 
3674 
3614 
1248 
8% 
447% 
1336 
251% 
33% 
2814 
434 


934 
35% - 
35 
11% 

834 

144% 

13% 
24 
31% 
26% 

378 

314 

358 

9% 
15% 
13 
1214 
607% 
1236 
76% 


1534 
2% 

23% 
256 
Bid 
1% 
3% 
5s 
1% 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 











Olivia Needs Rest | 
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show under his management, she 
is not committed to him in any 
way and would be willing to re- 
turn to the stage for any other 
producer. Determining factor, she 
emphasizes, would be a script that 
she felt would be right for her. 


The star points out that her de- 
cision not to appear in, Hammond's 
scheduled production of “Portrait 
of a Lady,” William Archibald’s 
dramatization of the Henry James 
novel, grew out of several compli- 
cating factors. She had intended to 
return to New York for the start 
of rehearsals early in September. 
Meanwhile, she signed with 20th- 
Fox for “My Cousin Rachel,” 
which was scheduled for shooting 
early in the summer and would 
be completed in time for her to 
take the legit assignment. 


Free for ‘Portrait’ 


However, the picture was de- 
layed because of changes in the 
choice of director, so actual shoot- 
ing didn’t start until July 28. Mean- 
while, Hammond: wanted to go 
ahead with “Portrait” early in the 
fall, so Miss de Havilland withdrew 
from the project, even. though she 
liked the Archibald adaptation. 
Since then, Hammond has switched 
plans and is currently in produc- 
tion with “The Gambler,” starring 
Alfred Drake, and will do “Por- 
trait” in the fall. 

Miss de Havilland thus would 
still have been free to do “Por- 
trait,” but in the meantime she had 
obtained a divorce in California 
from novelist Marcus Goodrich, and 
her attorney advised her not to go 
to New York for any extended 
riod until the decree should oe 
come final, a year hence. So she is 
— here until the fall of 


“I need a rest and look forward 
to one very much,” Miss de Havil- 
land says. “From January, 1951, 
when ‘Romeo and Juliet’ opened in 
Detroit, to May 17, 1952, when 
‘Candida’ closed in New York, I 
played 432 performances.” During 
that pare the actress never 
missed a performance, although on 
at least one occasion during the 





—————eey 





‘Candida’ tour her young son, who 
traveled with her, was seriously ill 
with a virus infection. 

Miss de Havilland’s only pros- 
pective future film stint, aside 
from “Main Street to Broadway,” 
is a proposed adaptation of the 
Graham Greene novel, “The End 
of the Affair.” However, it will not 
be made, if at all, until late spring 
or early summer of next year. If 
she accepts any film bids, that in- 
cluded, it will be “because the 
script attracts me greatly.” 


New York Theatres 


RAGIO CITT MUSIC BALL 
Rockefeller Center 
MARIO LANZA ie 
“BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE” 











FOR RENT 


Dewntown section Rochester, New 
York. approx. 900. Imme- 
diate occupancy. J. Edelman, 239 





Broadway, New Yerk. BA 7-5600. 
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ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Seats on sale 8 weeks in advance 


the film with a new dimension 


WORLD PREMIERE SEPT. 20TH. Box office now open. BROADWAY 
THEATRE, 53rd St. and Broadway. Performances daily at 2:30 
and 8:40. Fri., Sat., und Sun. at 2, 5, and 8:40. Seats $1.20, $1.60, 
$2.30, $2.80. Address mail orders to Broadway Theatre or phone 


Cl 6-6723. 


OPENING NIGHT SOLD OUT. 
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oi Monogram-Allied Artists, cordially invite you to join 
with us in paying a well-deserved tribute to one of the 
grandest guys in show business—Morey ‘Razz’ Goldstein, 
our general sales manager. We have selected November as 
the special month to show our appreciation of his fine 
leadership. With your generous cooperation, we can fulfill 
our goal for that month—a Monogram- Allied Artists 
picture on every theatre screen. 
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Horold Wirthwein 








James Prichard 









Le Goldhommer 
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| TELEPIX REVIEWS 





YOU BET YOUR LIFE : 
With Groucho Marx, emcee; George 

Fenneman, announcer 
Producer: John Guedel 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 
DeSOTO-PLYMOUTH 
NBC-TV, from Hollywood 

(BBD&O) 

“You Bet Your Life” is back 
after a 13-week pefiod durmg 
which the better “YBYL” editions 
were repeated ‘o give emcee 
Groucho Marx and his cohorts a 
summer respite. It’s the same 
stanza which proved one of the 
surer laugh-getters last year and 
should continue as sock comedy 
again this season. 

It’s almost all Marx’s show, the 
contestants having been picked as 
foils for Groucho’s ribbing. The 
insults are hypoed, of course, by 
Marx and his writers having 
studied the quizees’ occupations 
and backgrounds in advance. But 
he’s still a master of the uncere- 
monious, with his skill at ad lib- 
bing and getting people to like the 
needling. His signaling . brows, 
rolling eyes and significant pauses 
have that wonderful sense of tim- 


ing whic iiks any gag for all it’s | : 
ing which milks any €a8 15 Mins.; Sat., 8 p.m. 


worth. And, of course, with the 
emphasis being on the chitchat 
with participants, the format is less 
likely to go stale. 


He’s still using three couples 
who can snowball a $20 bill into a 
maximum take of $320, with the 
couple making the best showing 
getting a crack at the $1,000 jack- 
pot. On Thursday’s edition (18) cone 
team walked off with the $1,320, 
although no one got the fillip prize 
for mentioning the secret word. 

This particular entry wasn’t one 
of Marx’s best, but it still demon- 
strated the program’s potential. 
Lensing is on film, although done 
in the live manner—that is, con- 


-tinuously and from a stage with an 


audience. Audio is beamed the pre- 
ceding night on NBC radio. Plugs 
for DeSoto included some effective 
factory scenes. Bril. 


WHAT ONE PERSON CAN DO 
With Father James Keller, Joe E. 

Brown, John Wingate 
Producer-director: Jack Denove 
25 Mins.; Wed., 9:15 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WOR-TYV, N. Y. 


First in a series of 52 quarter- 
hour films, “What One Person Can 
Do” preemed on WOR-TV, N. Y., 
Wednesday (17) as a public-serviee 
feature ane by the station. 
Films, which reportedly cost $149,- 
000, were originated and produced 
by the Christopher Organization. 
Some 48 other TV stations through- 
out the country are also airing the 


Opening program ran an extra 
10 minutes since Father James 
Keller, founder and leader of the 
Christophers, was on hand in per- 


son to explain the objectives of | ,; 


both the Christopher movenient 


and the film shorts. Interviewed by | © 


staff newsman John Wingate, he 
a that his organization 
seeks to “make the world a better 
place to live” via improvement in 
government, labor relations, edu- 
cation and communication. 

Points mentioned above were 
also stressed in the initial film 
short in which Father Keller a 

ars with Hollywood star Joe E. 

rown. Approach to the subject 
was made via an informal discus- 
sion between Father Keller and 
Brown. But on the basis of the first 
film it would seem that instead of 
relying almost entirely upon con- 
versation, better use could be made 
of this visuai medium by lensing 
some actual examples of now “little 
people have changed the world for 
the better.” Gilb. 





With George Nader, Joan Camden, 
Robert Arthur, Joseph Crehan, 
Steven Terrell, Jeel Smith 

: MCA Revue Productions 

Director: Robert Finkel 

Writers: John and Ward Hawkins, 
Frank Burt 

30 Mins., Fri., 9 p.m. 

CHEVRON STATIONS 

KTLA, Hollywood 

(BBD&O) 


Di 
“Letter of the Law” has been 


done more times than there are 
letters in the alphabet and that’s 
letting it off easy. It’s the old, 
te ag story of a cop, torn be- 
tween love and duty, whe must 
spring a young punk to save his 
own impending marriage to the 
kid’s sister. Bromidic tale is saved 
by good performing and able direc- 
tion of Robert Finkel. 

Plotted by three writers, one of 
whom might have thought up a 
switch from the old familiar but 
didn’t, narrative makes a moral 





distinction; that a kid with crimi- 
nal tendencies is more honorable 
than a cop with a dame on his 
mind. When the flatfoot tries to 
hang the rap on another kid, the 
hot rod holdup won’t have any 
part of it. “I may be a heel,” he 
intones with every moral fibre 
standing on end, “but I'm not that 
much of a heel to send an innocent 
kid up the river.” That’s the play’s 
big speéch and then the clinch and 
the clink. 


George Nader plays the copper 
with good restraint and Robert Ar- 
thur’s etching of the errant kid 
carries a note of conviction. Joan 
Camden takes the dramatic jumps 
with sure stride and Joseph Crehan 
as the headquarters dick is cred- 
ibly effective. Paramount station 
fell into its old fault of slopping 
over spot commercials into Chev- 
ron’s time, This time four minutes, 
which may have cost the program 
many lookers. Helm. 


CALL THE COACH 
With Jess Hill, Red Sanders, Hank 


eaver 
Producer: Jack Douglas 


NIC-L-SILVER BATTERIES 
KECA-TV, Hollywood 

Pacific Coast football fans will 
find this newcomer a must, with 
UCLA coach Red Sanders and his 
crosstown rival, USC mentor Jess 
Hill, confabbing over grid pros- 
pects on a week-by-week basis, 
with Hank Weaver interviewing 
both and keeping the gab going at 
an interesting pace . 





Opening show both coaches got 


out their cry towels in the tra- 
dition of t trade, Sanders 
averring his team would lead the 
Pacific Coast Conference “= > 
fumbles and penalties. h 
coaches predicted California would 
win the PCC league race this fall. 
All in all, this 15-minute stanza 
is a bright contribution to KECA- 
TV’s programming, certain of a 
big audience among the grid fans. 
The mentors displayed profes- 
sional ease before the cameras. 
Weavers weaves in his pitches for 
Nic-L-Silver Batteries nicely and 
inoffensively. Daku. 


GRUEN PLAYHOUSE 

(The Leather Coat) 

With Raymond Burr, Randy Stuart, 
Bill Phipps, Lee Phelps 

Distributor: MCA-TYV, Ltd. 

Producer: Revue Productions 

Director: Richard Irving 

Writer: James Edmiston 

30 Mins.; Tues., 10 p.m. 

GRUEN WATCH CO. 

KTLA, Hollywood 


Taut suspense story is well-de-| 


veloped in “The Leather Coat,” 
James Edmiston’s yarn about an 
impoverished couple living in the 
desert. Plot is pegged on the 
wife’s yen to keep $20,000 found 
in an auto smashup in which a 
gambler is killed, and husband's 
pitch for her to return the coin. 
Tension is heightened considerably 
with entrance of a burly stranger 
who’s after the coin, which he lost 


to the gambler. 
Husband won't divulge where- 





abouts of the moola, figuring his 
wife has got to tell if she’s going 
to get over her yen for wrongo 
sugar. Consequently the stranger 
goes berserk, tears their cafe apart 
and slaps both of them around. 
After a few nightmarish hours of 
being terrorized by the muscle 
man, wife finally realizes she erred 
in seeking coin not their own, and 
hands it over to the heavy. Fade- 
out sees the pair reunited, a bit 
bloody but unbeaten, so to speak. 

Intelligent direction by Richard 
Irving, plus good script of Edmis- 
ton, accounts for drama never be- 
coming hokey, instead being vested 
with an air of grim reality. Ray- 
mond Burr as the menacing heavy 
delivers a topnotch performance, 
while Bill Phipps and Randy Stu- 
art as the young couple turn in 
sensitive portrayals. Lee Phelps 
is okay in a lesser role. 

Vidpie is very good production- 
wise, with lenser Ellsworth Fred- 
ericks competent in that denpart- 
ment. Daku. 


Det. Grid Vidpix Coin 
Detroit, Sept. 23. 

Ford Dealers of Detroit will 
sponsor filmed highlights of Univ. 
of Michigan football games on 
Mondays throughout the season 
over WWJ-TV. 

Comment will be handled by 
Fritz Crisler, former Michigan 
coach and now its athletic director, 
and WWJ sports announcer Paul 
Williams. 





V Films in Produetion 


| TV Films of Friday, Sept. 19 





WM. BOYD PROD'NS, INC. 

11700 Ventura Blvd.: L 

Hopalong Cassidy series of half-hour 
western adventures now shoo . Star- 
ring William Boyd and featuring Edgar 
Buchanan. 
Executive producer: William Boyd 
Associate producer: Robert Stabler 
Production manager: Glenn Cook 
Directors: Derwin-Abbe, Tommy Cerr 


JACK CHERTOK PRODS. 
General Service Studios, Hollywood 
“LONE RANGER” half-hour western 

series now shooting. 

John Hart, Jay Silverheels set leads. 
Preducer: Jack Chertok 

Associate producer: aay f Poppe 
Directors: Paul Landres, Holly Morse 


JOAN DAVIS PRODUCTIONS 

General Service Studios, Hollywood 

“| MARRIED JOAN” series of half-hour 
situation comedies currently for 
General Electric sponsor. Starring Joan 
Davis & Jim Backus. 
Producer: Dick Mack 
Director: Hal Walker. 
Writers: Arthur Stander, Phil Sharp. 


DESILU PRCDUCTIONS 
PTSvE EUCY® fall ear comedy we 
es msored by Philip Morris shooting 
for season. 
‘ast: Lucille Ball, ft Arnes, William 








> a le 
Producer: - Jess nheimer 
Director: Willa? ner 
Writers: soap Oppenheimer, Madelyn 


Pugh, Bob Carroll, Jr. 
“OUR MISS BROOKS” half-hour com- 
drama series now shooting for CBS- 


- General Foods sponsor. 
Cast: Eve Arden, Gale Gordon, Jane Mor- 
Gloria McMillan, Bob 


fan, Disk Virginia Gord 
’ or 
Production Executive: Larry’ Berns 


Director: Al 
Assistant director: Jim Paisley 
Writers: Al Lewis, Joe Quillan 


—_—- qi LEFILM, INC, 

n Studios, Holl od 

“PAR. AND MRS. NORTH” series of half 
hour situation comedies now shooting 
first 39. A John W. Leveton Production 
pe Barbara Britton and Richard 
Producer: Federal TV tion, 
Director: Ralph As 








FILMCRAFT PRODS. 


m producer: |. Lindenba 
Directors: Bob Dwan, Bernie Smith 


FLYING A PRODUCTIONS 


6920 Sunset Blvd., Hollywoca 

Second series of 52 half-hour Gene 
Autry Western telepix shooting. ene 
Autry, Pat Buttram set leads. 

“RANGE RIDER” shooting second 
ries of 52 half-hour videoters. Jack 
honey, Dick Jones head cast. 

Producer: tants Srey c 

rectors: ce Fox, Geo. Archainbaud 
New se~tes of half-hour western dramas 
be “DEATH VALLEY DAYS” now 


ooting. 
Producer: Darrell McGow 
: an 





GROSS-KRASNE, INC. 

RKO Pathe: Culver City 
26 hare bour telepix “sponsored by 
pg ew Patrick McVey and Jane Nigh 
Preducers: Jack J. Gross and Philip N. 


Krasne 
Director: E. A. Dupont. 
JOHN GUEDEL PRODS. 


600 Taft Bidg.. Hollywood 
Art Linkletter starring in a series of 





104 15-minute vidpix titled “LINKLETTER 
AND THE KIDS.” 

Producer-director: Maxwell Shane 
Associate producer: Irvin Atkins 


PAUL F. HEARD, INC. 
KTTV Studios: Hollywood 
Series of 13 Geter tee teiepics en- 
~y- “WHAT'S YOUR — ?” with 


Tr. an 8. incent P 
Producer: Paul F. Heard 
Director: Paul F. Heard 
Production supervisor: Harry Cohen 


JAN PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
"IT'S THE BICKERSONS” series of half 
hour comedy tclepix now shooting. Lew 
Parker and Virginia Grey set leads, 
Producer: Jack Denove 
Production supervisor: C. M. Florence 
Director-w#ier: Phil Rapp 


KEY PRODUCTIONS 
Eagle Lion Studios, Hollywood 
Shoot: Red Skelton series of 30-min- 
ute comedy telepix. Stars Red Skelton, 
Producer: Red Skelton 


ector: Marty Rackin 
“FOREVER AMBROSE” series, starring 
Eddie Mayehoff, weekly for 39 weeks, now 


shooting. 
Cast: Eddie Mayehoff, Billie Burke, Hope 
Emerson, Arnold Stang, Chester Con- 
» Connie Marshall 
Producer: Lou Place 
Director: Dick Bare 


EDWARD LEWIS PRCDS. 
Motion Picture Center, Hollywood 
Series of 13 half-hour telepix sataring 
irene Dunne as femcee resumes Sept. 26, 


roducer: 
manager: William Stevens 

THE McCADDEN CORP. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
pew shooting serleg of ball eur comeay 
i The ‘Carnation Co. msor. 
Cast: = Burns and Sra Allen, 
ey Bea Benadaret, Harry Von 


Producer: Ralph Levy 
W rector: Ralph Levy Sid Dorfman, Har- 
: Pa X 
vey Helm, W: hares 


ARCH OF bia 
extagen ve. N. Y. 
“AMERICAN WIT AND HUMOR” 
ries of 26 half-hour px, Th 
narrator, with cast inclu 
hart, vy: 4 Lynn, Arnol 
ring. 


cer: Marion Parsonn 
Director: Fred Stephani. 


PARSONNET TV FILM STUDIOS, 


N . 
46-02 Fifth St., Long Island City, N. Y. 

Casting: Michael Meads. 

Shooting half-hour dramas for series en- 
titled ““Bhe Doctor,” sponsored by Procter 
& Gamble. Features Warner Anderson. 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Production manager: Henry Spitz 
Directors: Robert Aldrich, Peter Godfrey, 


PATHESCOPE PRODUCTION Ss 




















Fifth Ave.. New York City Director: Ozzie Nelson 
Now shooting “THE HUNTER,” series riters: 
oe Rgeegy Teltece Center| cornea Orme Reson DM) 
iliam . Barry Nelso cast. 
Producer: Be nm heads ry 
See beers TNE A ALF ERE NTT aay 
r Rudolph. r adult dramas now ines. 
quae uce Frank Wisbar 
BOLAND REED PRODUCTIONS Associate Sidney Smith 


bf Studios, Culver City 
Shooting “MY LITTLE MARGIE” series 
of half-hour comedies. Gale Storm and 
Charies Farrell set teads, 
Producer: Hal Roach, Jr. 
Associate producer: Guy V. Thayer, Jr. 


REVUE PRODUCTIONS 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
hour series of “ADVENTURES OF 








KIT CARSON” telepix now shooting for 
Revue Prods. 
Producer: Revue Productions 
Director: John English. 
Series of 26 “BIFF BAKER, USA," vid- 
pix. starring Alan Hale Jr. and Randy 
tuart now shooting. 
Director: Richard Irving. 


HAL ROACH PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 
gout tae Peon A peries ot nee 
e now 58 le 

by Blatz Beor for CBS TV. mn 
Cast: Tim » Spencer Williams, Alvin 
. Wade, Johnny Lee, 
Horace Stewart. 


Supervisors: Freeman Gosde Charlie: 
Correll, Van Keuren ™ nae 
irector: Charles Barton 


roduction executive: James Fonda 
t director: Emmett Emerson 


SCREEN GEMS 
1302 N. Gower, Hollywood 
Now shooting the FORD 
ow fae a e f THEATRE 
lweer-lirector: Jules icken 
or: Eddie Seata 








SCREEN TELEVIDEO PRODS. 
Eagle Lion Studios, Hollywood 
Resume producti half- 
in Getober A of hour dramas 
ucer: Screen evideo Prods. 
Prod. supervisor: Rudy E. Abel 
Camera: Stuart Thompson 
Supervising film editor: Bernard Matis 


SHELDON REYNOLDS PROD.’S 
Post Parisien Studios, Paris 








FOREIGN INTRIGUE series of half- 
hour adventure films for presentation in 
U. S. TV for various sponsors now shoot- 
ing in Paris, starring Jerome Thor and 


Preducer-director: Sheldon Reynolds 
Assoc. Pr ohn Padov 4 


Duector of Pustesmmng: meal Pal 
ctor 0 : 
Musical Director: Peal’ Durand re” 


DON SHARPE ENTERPRISES 
RKO Pathe Studios, Hollywood 

Series of “FOUR STAR PLAYHOUSE” 

lf-hour telepix dramas shooting. 





“MY HERO” of 
. comedy-dramas 
iy | Robert Cummings to shoot after 
pert q 

oducer: Mort 


' Groce 
“TERRY AND THE PIRATES” 
cnaeiemnua 





“ihe 
oa u er Ci 
“RACKET SQUAD” series now an 
Wy FR 
Siccten an Tinling tinea ™ 


VOLCANO PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
General Service Studios, Hollywood 
“THE ADVENTURES OF OZZIE AND 

mm al half-hour comedy series now 
oO ° 

Cast: Ozzie Nelson, Harriet Hilliard Nel- 
gon David Nelson, Ricky Nelson, Don 


ore 
Producers: Robert Angus and Bill Lewis 





ZIV TV 


5255 Clinton St.. Hollywood 
Two in “UNEXPECTED” series of half- 
hour adventure telepix skedded for Sep- 
tember shooting. 
“CISCO KID” series of 30-minute vide- 
oters will — - six eg in September. 
General casting for all pictures. 
Directors: Eddie Davis, Sobey Martin, 





SLESINGER TO COAST 
ON ‘BLONDIE’ SERIES 


Stephen Slesinger, producer of 
the projected “Blondie” teleseries 
flew to Coast yesterday (Tues) tg 
plan production of the “Blondie” 
motion picture series, rights to 
which he also acquired recently, 
He'll use the same cast, including 
Jeff Donnell in the title role and 
John Harvey as Dagwood, the same 
director, Mare Daniels, as well ag 
same scripters as on the TV show, 
Latter will be either film or live, 
depending on what a bankroller 
decides. 

The theatrical features wil] 
never be shown on TV and con- 
versely the plots of the vidseries 
will never be transferred to the 
theatrical pix, Slesinger says. He’}] 
finance the pic himself, with pro- 
duction starting in November for 
spring release. Columbia Pictures 
had had the picture rights for 10 
years. Slesinger’s contract with 
King Features syndicate bars 
Col’s 29 “Blondie” pix from being 
shown on TV. He alse has the 
radio rights. 


C10 ‘People’s Poll’ In 
DuMont Vidpic Preem 


Congress of Industrial Organi- 
zations (CIO) launches its “Peo- 
ple’s Political Poll” on DuMont 
tele network tomorrow (Thurs.) at 
8:15 p.m. Airer is on film and con- 
sists of man-in-the-street interviews 
with citizens of all age groups and 
economic levels and from all sec- 
tions of the country, who were 
asked whether they prefer Eisen- 
hower or Stevenson, It will be 
eae Thursdays until Election 

ay. 

Poll was conducted by Bob Post 
who traveled 10,000 miles with his 
crew in 16 days and interviewed 
hundreds of citizens. 


Vidpix Chatter 
New York 


Dorothy B. McCann flew to the 
Coast to attend a preview of “Death 
Valley Days,” vidpic series Pacific 
Coast Borax is backing in 63 mar- 
kets...Coca-Cola will back Con- 
solidated TV Sales’ “All-American 
Game of the Week” on WBEN-TV 
Buffalo...CBS newscaster Lowell 
Thomas intros “Fireside Theatre” 
film on NBC-TV Tuesday (30)... 

















-| Film division of George F. Foley, 


Inc., is a oolor pic, 
“Health Is Your Business,” for 
Supra-Vite Corp. It will be lensed 
in N. Y. under su on of John 
Ward...Tommy Nello into “Man 
Against Crime” which returns on 
film Oct. 1. 


Hollywood 

Screen Actors Guild exec sec- 
retary John Dales Jr. and TV ad- 
ministrator Ken Thomson homed 
in from AFL convention in N. Y. 
... Teddy Hart set for a role in 
Mickey Rooney pilot, rolling at 
General Service studios. . . . Rob- 
ert Aldrich skied to Gotham te 
direct 15 half-hour “The Doctor 
telepix fer Parsonnet Productions, 
Procter & Gamble angeling. Al- 
drich just returned from _ Mexico 
City where he megged “Calamity 
Jane,” telepic with Joan Blondell 
and Buddy Ebsen, for “Schlitz 
Playhouse of Stars.” . . . New vid- 
pix series set for KTTA beaming 
ee “March of ae. OF Och 

rewing spo ng ct, 
3, and “This is the Tite.” sponsored 
by Lutheran chureh-Missouri Syn- 
od, beginning this week . . . Felix 
Jacoves, formerly at Warners, set 
as director of Revue Productions 
“Man Across the Street,” shooting 
this week at Republic with James 
Mitchell. Jorja Courtright and 
Lyle Talbot in leads...Alliance of 
Television Film ucers con- 
fabbed on results of first resumed 
negotiation session with Screen 


ug: 12... v. 
Phil Fischer reports 21 musicians 
are being used on “The Adven- 
tures of ie and Harriet” telep!x 
series, and live tunesters are also 
working the Mickey Rooney pilot 
...Jack Mahoney and Dick Jones 
of “Range Rider” vidpix series set 
to topline Houston Fat Stock a 
in February...Ovaltine to ange 
“Captain Midnight,” debuting — 
5 on KTTV g A winds 


quartet of half-hour telepix 3 








“Range Rider” series, and plans 1 
more, to begin Oct 6. 
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Roach’s ‘Magazine Formula 


Hal Roach, Sr., currently in N. Y., is pitching two hour-long 
series, which would offer pix names in small doses. “Children’s 
Hour,” which stars Maureen O’Sullivan, would include an updated 
“Our Gang” comedy; “Impy and Angie,” a fantasy segment; “Crum- 
my the Clown,” and a religious drama. “Actors Hour” would 
have three quarter-hour dramas and one serialized pic. Fay Bain- 


ter and Onslow Stevens starred 
Idea is to sell these series on 


in the pilot film. 
a “magazine” basis. Each would 


accommodate eight advertisers, who would pay $10,000—covering 
time and talent—for the spot. Since the average show in the top 


40 has an audience of 5,000,000 


homes, the bankroller would get 


a circulation as big as, or bigger than Life’s for the price of a 
black-and-white page in that mag, Roach says. 

However, he adds, there are actually three TV audiences and the 
film could be screened in afternoon and morning periods during 
the same week that the evening edition is beamed, without hurting 
the ratings. The afternoon screening would cost about $5,000 per 
spot, reaching an estimated 2,000,000 homes, and the morning run, 
hitting about 1,000,000 homes, would sell “insertions” at $2,500 
per. He computes that some 400 advertisers, with ad budgets in the 


$600,000-$1,500,000 bracket and 
afford this kind of package. 


who are not now in tele, could 





Shares in Residuals Luring 
Film Directors Into Vidpix Field 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Upbeat in vidpix production has 
resulted in an estimated 20% in- 
crease in employment among ranks 
of the Screen Directors Guild of 
America, with an increasing num- 
ber of motion picture directors 
drifting into television. While TV 
today doesn’t approach pix in coin 

aid, the spread of work resulting 
ous video employment has been a 
healthy trend among the directors, 
a guild exec said. 

Figure of pix directors who have 
crossed the telefence approaches 
100, of the total guild' membership 
of approximately 750. TV has also 
drawn on cutters, assistant direc- 
tors, art directors and commercial 
meggers from pix. 

Topflight directors under con- 
tract to major studios are the only 
ones who haven't tasted TV in one 
form or another, but even these ex- 
press a good deal of interest in 
video, watching developments 
closely, particularly in telepix, 
which has attracted most directors. 
George Stevens, one of Hollywood's 
leading directors, has said he would 
like to be in TV, and he’s awaiting 
the right opportunity, 

About the only way TV today can 
draw the top directors is to cut 
them in for a hunk of residuais in 
addition to salary, and that prac- 
tice has been followed to some ex- 
tent. SDGA's recent pact with the 
Alliance of Television Film Pro- 
ducers has proviso for residual 
payment on the fourth run of a 
telepic. 

Directors from pix now in TV 
include Hal Walker, on the Joan 


(Continued on page 34) 


Joan Davis, Mack 
End 12-Year Tie 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Dick Mack has resigned as pro- 
ducer of the Joan Davis telepic 
series for General Electric to con- 
centrate on producer - director 
chores for the Martin-Lewis radio 
shows and to enable him to return 
to creative writing. It ends a 12- 
year association with Miss Davis 
Gating back to her early radio days. 

Mack wound fourth telepic in 


the perles Monday to complete his 
‘OrK«k. 


Ford Foundation Pacts 
For ‘Omnibus’ Pix Series 


, TV Radio Workshop of the Ford 
oundation has inked Transfilm, 
Inc., Gotham film outfit, to start 
tea sey this month of 20 fea- 
res for the FF’s “ i 
on CBS-TV. Omnibus” show 
Pn will range from eight to 
Welve minutes in length and cover 
. Wide variety of subjects. They'll 
© lensed, for the most part, on 


locat ion “Omnibus” 
° u ree 
9 at 4:30-6 nae s” preems Nov. 








4. 





ead 


‘Pan Am Show Time’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Standard Television will release 
the series of 13 musicals made in 
Mexico by Robert Stillman’s SMF 
Productions under the title “Pan 
American Show Time.” 

Deal marks Standard’s entry into 
the vidfilm field, having previously 
handled xsnly old feature films for 
tele distribution. 


More Guilds Ask 
ATFP to Begin 


Pact Bargaining 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Two more Hollywood talent 
guilds have approached the Alli- 
ance of Television Film Producers, 
seeking pacts from the Alliance. 
Screen Writers Guild is in its sev- 
enth week of strike against the 
Alliance, as a result of failure to 
obtain a contract. 

Screen Extras Guild, asking ne- 
gotiations for a pact, wants a con- 
tract patterned after that of its 
sister guild, Screen Actors Guild, 
with an uppance in minimums plus 
additional payment amounting to 
50% on the third and fourth runs, 
25° on all subsequent runs, it was 
disclosed yesterday by Deane John- 
son, repping the Alliance in nego- 
tiations with the various guilds. 
He said the SEG request, along 
with one from Script Supervisors, 
had just been received, and conse- 
quently it was too early to give the 
Alliance reaction. 

Scripters seek a pact following 
pattern it now has with the indies, 
guaranteeing 60 hours a week of 
work. They are asking $152.95 a 
week. 

Alliance members discussed pro- 
posals of the various guilds at a 
Thursday night meeting which 


(Continued on page 43) 


Lutheran Synod Budgets 
$400,000 for Vidpix 


St. Louis, Sept. 23. 

The annual Fiscal Conference of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod last week included a sum of 
+ $400,000 in-the-budget for the 
continuation of the series of TV 
films in the precedent-making 
budget of $6,500,000, largest in the 
history of the church group. The 
films are produced by the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod in coopera- 
tion with the National Council of 
Churches. » 

This will be the second year the 


series of films, tagged, is 
the Life,” have made. The 











been 
picture started year with an 
appropriation of $660,000, 





FLOCK OF AXINGS 
LIVE? GUTBACK 


Tele talent and creative person- 
nel say that the TV Depression is 
here, even though video billings 
and set circulation soar. Where 
once there were 10 jobs looking 
for one qualified man, today actors, 
directors and other production 
staffers find the situation reversed. 
The villain, they claim, is vidpix. 


Exemplifying the effect of tele- 
films on the industry is the new 
format being evolved for WOR- 
TV, N. Y., which is dropping most 
of its live shows in favor of cellu- 
loid. The indie’s sports, news and 
special events departments were 
axed last week. The cross-the-board 
“TV Dinner Date” and “Music and 
Silhouette” are expected to be 
scrapped, and “Broadway TV The- 
atre’—the 90-minute Monday- 
through-Friday drama — may bow 
out after its current 13-week cycle. 


The new all-night operation will 
be suspended, with Fred Robbins’ 
night-owl block moved to an after- 
noon period. With the Thomas F 
O'Neil, Jr.-General Tire project for 
a syndicated-film “petwork’” gain- 
ing momentum, the object presum- 
ably is to use WOR-TV as a prov- 
ing ground for operating a station 
with programs on spools. 

Among those getting pink slips 
at WOR are: Edythe Meserand, 
first prexy of the Assn. of Women 
in Radio & TV and assistant news- 
special events director of the sta- 
tion for the past 14 years; Bob 
O’Connor, former sports editor, a 
news scripter for the outlet since 
1946 and its sports director since 
the video adjunct was added; and 
Ralph Giffin and John Horstman, 
directors on the sports remotes. 

Also fired were: Barney Boyle, 
vet traffic manager; David Holmes, 
of the traffic division; longtime 
staffer Helen Levine, who wrote 
promotional announcements; Harry 
Young, manager of stagehands; 
newswriter Larry Pickard; sports- 
easter Dick Nesbitt; newscaster 
Dick McCutcheon, and two film 
cutters. Status of newscaster John 
Wingate is uncertain. As part of 
the de-emphasis on news, the 
United Press film service will prob- 
ably be dropped. 

Underlining the significance of 
the new pattern is the fact that 
WOR-TV was launched with a no- 


(Continued on page 34) 


Standard Shelling Out 
$500,000 for New TV 
Pix Series of Musicals 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Already a heavy investor in tele- 
pix via its $500,000 spensorship of 
“Chevron Theatre” on the coast, 
Standard Oil of California has 
allocated another. $500,000 for 
“Standard Hour,” . new telefilm 
series to be shown ini six key cities 
in the west, and teeing off on 
KECA-TV here Oct. 1. 

ABC crew directed by Bill Hol- 
lenbeck shot the first 13 in series 
at Richmond, Cal. Format is light 
classical musical, with vocalists and 
ballet. On first show are singer 
Dorothy  Warenskjold, harpist 
Anne Adams, tenor William Alvis 
and the Frisco ballet. 

Series will be seen in Frisco, 
San Diego, Seattle, Phoenix, L. A., 
and Salt Lake City. 


Azcarraga to New York 
To Buy Vidpix Properties 


Emilio Azcarraga, Mexico’s No. 
1 radio-TV man and owner of XEW 
and XEW-TV in Mexico City, ar- 
rives in New York Sept. 28 to nego- 
tiate for vidpix properties. 

Azcarraga, who is also regarded 
as the No. 1 Mex baseball fan, will 
also attend the World Series ac- 
companied ty the president of the 
Mexican League. Azcarraga is 
planning to acquire his own ball 
park in Mexico City for televising 








\of games. 





WOR-TV’S ALL-FILM FORMAT 


NBC-TV’s $1,000,000 ‘Int'l Theatre’ 
Vidpix Deal; Sharpe's 4-Way Spread 


> 





Driscoll Out 


Among those being dropped 
in the WOR-TV cutbacks is 
Dave Driscoll, news-special 
events chief of WOR for 16 
years, after a disagreement on 
plans for TV news and sports 
curtailment. 

Driscoll, who handled both 
AM and TV news, was shifted 
to the video side in the recent 
integration of WOR and Mu- 
tual newsroom, with MBS’ 
Milt Bergh taking over the 
combined MBS-WOR radio 
news department. 


—— 


WOR-TV Sports 
Status in Doubt: 
Wade Wades In 


Warren Wade, whe took over as 
manager of WOR-TV, N. Y., this 
week, will have as one of his first 
problems settling most of the in- 
de’s sports remote contracts. It’s 
understood that WOR-TV is start- 
ing talks to get out of its pacts 
with promoters of boxing, wrestling 
and trotting race pickups. 


A spokesman said the station is 
not dropping all sports and will 
carry some. This probably means 
that if a bankroller brings in a 
sports package it will be carried, 
but the station will not sustain re- 
motes from the clubs. 

Reports that the Brooklyn Dod- 
gers ballcasts w wld be dropped in 
"53 were denied over the week- 
end. BBD&O agency has the 








* Don Sharpe, probably the top 


impresario in the vidfilm business, 
expanded his interests further this 
week by signing a $1,000,000 deal 
with NBC-TV for a new half-hour 
series, titled “International Thea- 
tre.” With two other major TV 
film series sold for major network 
spreads and a third being sold 
on a spot basis throughout the 
country, Sharpe already has a 
multi-million dollar vidpix venture 
as a going business, 


“International” series is being 
produced by Dougfair Productions, 
Douglas Fairbanks’ vidfilm firm. 
Shooting on the first 39-week cycle 
is slated to start Oct. 13, with the 
$1,000,000 covering talent and pro- 
duction costs for that many 
stanzas. Time slot it will occupy 
on NBC and a sponsorship deal 
have not yet been set. 


Sharpe’s two other network 
shows are “My Hero,” the Robert 
Cummings starrer, and “Four Star 
Playhouse,” which is to rotate Joel 
McCrea, Charles Boyer, Dick 
Powell ‘and a fourth major film 
personality each week in the star- 
ring role. “Hero,” budgeted at 
$27,500 weekly and produced by 
Official Films, preems on NBC-TV 
Nov. 8 under sponsorship of Dun- 
hill cigarets, filling the Saturday 
night 7:30 to 8 period being occu- 
piel until then by “My Little Mar- 
gie,” also a vidfilm series. 

“Four Star” preems this week 
on CBS-TV under sponsorship of 
Singer Sewing Machine. Also pro- 
duced by Official, the series will 
also carry a $27,500 weekly nut. 
Ronald Colman, in his TV debut, 
will guestar on the _ initialer. 
Fourth show Sharpe represents, is 
“Terry and the Pirates,” which is 
also being produced by Dougfair 
and is budgeted at $19,500 per 
stanza. Allocated for syndication 
bookings, it has been bought by 
Canada Dry for more than 20 








rights and WOR-TV has the option 
to carry them. Games reportedly 
bring in some coin, although the 
profit margin is slight, but they 
produce good ratings and pre- and 
post-game time sale coin. Should 
WOR-TV drop the Dodgers, how- 
ever, games might go to WATV, 
Newark, which had the night ball- 
casts a couple of years back and 
which will have an improved sig- 
nal in Brooklyn -resulting from.its 
transmitter being moved to Empire 
State Building. 

Wade, who has been producing 
the 90-minute cross-board “Broad- 


ute “TV Dinner Date” strip, was 
program manager of WPIX, N. Y., 
before joining WOR. A tele pi- 
oneer, he was with NBC as TV pro- 
gram manager in 1936 and again 
with NBC-TV after the war. Dur- 
ing the war he was a colonel in 
the Army Pictorial Service and 
produced training films. 

Working with Wade and General 
Teleradio and Mutual toppers on 
paring costs at the outlet is Wilton 
Gunzendorfer, on leave as opera- 
tions manager of KHJ-TV, Thomas 
F, O'Neil, Jr., station on the Coast. 


Speidel, Wildroot Buy - 
‘Boston Blackie’ Vidpix 


WABD, DuMont’'s N. Y. flagship, 
wrapped up an SRO status this 
week on its 7:30 to 8 p.m. cross- 
the-board time by pacting Speidel 
and Wildroot as co-sponsors of the 
“Boston Blackie” vidpix series. 
Two bankrollers will pick up the 
tab for the show on Fridays, start- 
ing Oct. 3. - 

Station has been successful in 
selling the half-hour strip, accord- 
ing to WABD manager Dick Jones, 
since it switched its programming 
policy from a moppet-only slant 
to one aimed at adults as well. 
Other sponsors in that biock in- 
clude Liggett Drugs (with Vitamin 
Corp. and Philip Morris) for “Easy 
Chair Theatre’ on Mondays; 
Pacific Coast Borax, for “Death 
Valley Days” on Tuesdays; Miller 
Brewing, for “N. Y. Giants Quar- 





major markets. 


Conde Nast in TV 


Bid Via Telenews 


Conde Nast Publications has ac- 
quired a minority financial interest 
in Telenews Production and I. S. 
V. Patcevitch, Conde Nast prez, 
has been elected to the Telenews 





way TV Theatre” and the 60-min- | board 


Alfred Burger, Telenews exec 
veepee, said that there are no im- 
mediate plans for the mag firm, 
which publishes Vogue, House & 
Garden afd Glamour, to get into 
tele, but that the publishing group 
is interested in getting a first-hand 
look at TV. He envisages that 
there will eventually be mutual co- 
operation involving the magazines’ 
editorial services. 

Burger said that Telenews, which 
supplies news film to tele webs 
and stations, is going to expand 
into programming. Several pro- 
jected shows have already been 
dummied up. Among Telenews in- 
vestors are Paul Warburg, attor- 
ney Abraham L. Bienstock, Kuhn, 
Loeb senior partner John M. 
Schiff, and Angier Biddle Duke. 
Telenews prexy Herbert Scheftel 
is currently in Europe on a busi- 
ness trip. 


‘CHINA SMITH’ VIDPIX 
SOLD-IN 12 MARKETS 


Initial sales of the new TV film 
series, “China Smith,” starring Dan 
Duryea, have been set in 12 mar- 
kets, it was announced this week 
by Manny Reiner, v.p. in charge of 
sales of PSI-TV, Inc. 

Sponsors include Cribben & Sex- 
ton, Inc., for Universal gas ranges, 
Chicago; Falstaff Brewing Co., for 
Falstaff beer in nine markets; Syl- 
vania Electric Products, Inc., for 
Sylvania television sets, in San 
Francisco, and Thrifty Drug Stores, 








terback Huddle” on Wednesdays, 





and Marcales Paper, for “Paper 
| Playhouse” on Thursdays. 


in Los Angeles. 
Series will debut during the 
| week of Sept. 30. 
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Siegel-Sparked Educ'l B’casters Set 
BBC Deal for Radio-TV Exchange 


London, Sept. 23. 

Three members of the National 
Assn. of Educational Broadcasters 
of America sailed for New York last 
Thursday (18) on the Queen Mary 
after confabs with the BBC in Lon- 
don to promote a two-way traffic 
of sound and TV programs with a 
cultural and educational value. 
Their visit to London was a culmi- 
nation of a European tour which 
had previously taken them to Paris, 
Rome, and Geneva, where they had 
had similar negotiations. 

The direct outcome of the con- 
fabs has been the commissioning 
by the American delegation of a 
series of 13 half-hour classical films 
for use on non-commercial stations 
in America. The featurettes will be 
produced by the BBC-TV film unit 
and will be based on works of 
famous British writers. There will 
be no restrictions on the use of 
these films over BBC-TV transmit- 
ters. 

The U. S. delegation was headed 
by Seymour Siegel, director of 
WNYC and prez of NAEB, and in- 
cluded George Probst of Chicago, 
and William Harley of Wisconsin. 
During their 10 days they checked 
on top BBC sound and TV pro- 
grams and paved the way for a 
deal oh a number of shows, includ- 
ing the Andy Pandy film series and 
“Taking Stock.” In return they 
have offered the BBC the rights 
of “Jeffersonian Heritage,” the new 
series starring Claude Rains and 
the discussion program, “Talk 
Back,” which is already featured 
on their 127 non-commercial radio 
stations. One program in this fea- 

ture, with Aneurin Bevan as the 
main spokesman and Americans in 
London as the quizzers, has been 
recorded in Britain. 

At a press confab sponsored by 
the BBC, Siegel reported that of 
the 242 TV channels authorized by 
the FCC, one was already in opera- 
tion, 11 were in construction and 
around 25 would be in use within 


two years. For the existing outlet | 


(WITV, Des Moines), they had 
booked the BBC Henry Moore film. 

Where necessary, the American 
delegates indicated that a modest 
amount of coin would be available 
to finance commissioned programs. 
The TV film series would involve 
an expenditure of approximately 
$130,000 and, in addition, they 
aimed at spending something 
around $606,000 a year on tran- 
scriptions. 


Day & Nite Hope 
Looms for GF 


Before the week is out General 
Foods, via Young & Rubicam, and 
Bob Hope may come to term? on a 
radio deal for the new season. 





From ail accounts it would em-| bought in on the “12 plan,” a 45% | 


brace both daytime and nighttime 
exposure for Hope on the NBC air- 
lanes, to whom the comic is under 
contract. 
the GF negotiations, with Hope 
already committed to Colgate for a 
number of appearances on the Sun- 
day night “Comedy Her.’’) 

Some weeks back GF tried to 
pact Hope to a daytime-only radio 
show, on a five-times-a-week basis. 
Hope nixed it. With resumption 
of talks and a deal reported immi- 
nent, GF is still shooting for the 
cross-the-board daytime program, 
but with a once-a-week nighttime 
show thrown in. 


ADMIRAL ‘AUDITIONS’ 
FOR FALL TV ENTRY 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Admiral is looking over the fall 
crop of live and/or film tele shows 
with the thought of returning to 
network TV this winter on a regu- 
lar basis. So far no decision has 
been made on the numerous pack- 
ages being pitched at the set manu- 
facturer and the Russel Seeds 
agency. 

Admiral still has the Nov. 4 elec- 
tion night returns scheduled as 
part of its $2,000,000 ABC radio 
and TV coverage of the political 
conventions and 
balloting. 





s. 
ial 





Ike Preempts Goons 

Republican Presidential nom- 
nee Dwight D. Eisenhower is 
really in politics now, accord- 
ing to the CBS-TV execs. 
Ike’s campaign committee has 
bought a half-hour on the web 
for a major speech and the 
show which must be preempt- 
ed to give him the time is 
“Racket Squad.” 

Speech is to originate live 
from CBS-TV’s KNXT, Holly- 
wood, Oct. 9. It will be aired 
in the 10 to 10:30 p.m. period, 
the time usually occupied by 
the Philip Morris-sponsored 
“Squad.” 


Pepsi Okays NBC 








Pepsi-Cola decided to go ahead 
this week with its plans to bank- 
roll a quarter-hour vidfilm show 
twice weekly on NBC-TV, despite 
the ract that the network has been 
able to clear only eight stations 
for the time slot—Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 7:15 p.m. Pepsi had 
considered dropping the deal, but 
okayed it when NBC lined up at 
least another 14 stations for the 
program, titled “Short Short 
Story,” on a delayed basis. 

Web’s inability to line up affili- 
ates for the entire 7 to 7:30 block 
cross-the-board, which is station 
option time, has already led to dif- 
ficulties with other  bankrollers. 
Coca-Cola has dropped plans to 
buy the 7 to 7:15 Tuesday and 
Thursday spots, and Vitamin Corp. 


is still mulling whether to go 
ahead with its plans to sponsor 
“Goldbergs” Mondays and Weéd- 


nesdays frem 7 to 7:15. 

General Cigar beefed to NBC on 
the maximum of nine stations it 
could clear for its new Herman 
Hickman sports show in the 7 to 
7:15 period Fridays, but decided 
to go through with the program 
anyway. It’s pointed out that of 
the eight stations cleared by the 
web for the Pepsi show, five of 
them are o&o operations. 


TV Attractive as Ad 
Medium to Film Cos. 
For Plugs on New Pix 


Major film companies, at one 
time extremely leery of television, 
are apparently finding it to their 
liking as an advertising medium. 





scale is Metro, which has bought 
a saturation campaign on most of 
the N, Y. video outiets to plug 
“Merry Widow,” opening this week 
at Loew’s State on Broadway. 

As part of.its campaign, Metro 





|discount offered any advertiser 
| who takes 12 or more spots per 
|; week on WCBS-TV, CBS video 


(No TV is involved in| web's N. Y. flagship. Major film | CBS NIXES WANGER’S 


| company is the third to buy in on 
| the WCBS-TV discount setup. Pre- 
| viously, RKO had utilized the offer 
| for a saturation campaign on the 
_N. Y. opening of its “Sudden Fear,” 
/and Warners bought the plan to 
| plug the opening of “Our Lady of 
| Fatima” on Broadway. 


8 Go for ‘12’ 


WCBS-TYV continued to perk this 
week with its “12 plan,” lining up 
eight bankrollers to buy 12 or more 
spots per week to get the 45% 
discount offered by the CBS web’s 
N. Y. flagship. Sponsors have their 
choice of available spots, partici- 
| pations in live or film shows, ete. 
| All the new buyers tee off during 
jie next week. 

Lineup includes Q-T Instant 
| Frosting, Pond’s, Parliament ciga- 
rets, Pan-American Airlines, SOS 
|for its Tuffy pads, Uncle Ben's 
| Rice, Swansdown and Bab-O. 











Cincy’s Smith Polio Victim 
Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 
John Patrick Smith, assistant 
general manager of WCPO, who 
| suffered a polio attack 10 days ago, 


General Hospital. 


Lineup for TVer 


Latest to enter the fold on a big. 


;many quarters. Few days before, 


| (Tues.) on George Dennys “Both 
| one of the News” on KECA-TYV. 
CBS 


) s | Party” appearance because the in- 
the presidential|is reported in critical condition at | dustry 


9 a 
PM’s Agency Switch 

Philip Morris has transferred 
the Marlboro cigaret account from 
Biow to Cecil & Presbrey agency. 

Cecil & Presbrey had the daytime 
radio billings of Phiiip Morris 
until this year, when the outfit 
bowed out of daytime AM. Mean- 
while, Biow has been getting added 
billings from Dunhill, the kingsized 
PM brand, which launched & 
heavy campaign two weeks ago. 


Benton Drops TY 
Campaigning; Sees 
‘Saturation Point 


Hartford, Sept. 13. 

Connecticut’s top political lead- 
ers are wondering if there is a 
“saturation point” in TV campaign- 
ing. They’re afraid that too much 
TV will boomerang on some of the 
candidates. 

As a result of this fear, Sen. 
William Benton terminates his TV 
appearances this week. The Demo- 
cratic candidate for the six-year 
term said, “I’m going to end my 
TV appearances, retire from the 
medium and lick my wounds,” The 
ex-advertising exec fears he has 
been overdoing it. He has complet- 
ed a 10-day TV spree which in- 
cluded a series of six half-hour 


programs and a “talkathon” which 
ran partly on television and partly 
on radio for some seven hours. He 
said he is going to revise his cam- 
paign techniques. 

“I'm going to use radio for a 

| series of seven, serious 15-minute 
| discussions on foreign policy and 
| other major issues,” he announced. 
|It doesn’t make any difference 
| whether you're seen by the people 
|} on those occasions.” 
Other sources said that Sen. Ben- 
| ton’s fears generated from the fact 
| that this state has only one TV 
| Station, WNHC-TV, in New Haven. 
| Several persons have complained 
| that they were forced into being a 
| captive audience during the course 
|of political appearances over the 
| TVer. Fear in top political circles 
is that they may express their re- 
sentment against the candidate. So 
far the fears have been expressed 
in top Democratic circles, but Re- 
publican leaders are known to be 
taking the same thought. However, 
when other stations go into opera- 
tion statewide next year, fear in 
this direction will most likely be 
modified. 

Differing from Sen. Benton is 
Republican Prescott Bush—a can- 
didate for the four-year Senate 
term vacated by the late Sen. Mc- 
Mahon. Says he: “It is the only 
means whereby you can be both 
| seen and heard by large numbers 
of people.” 

As to the matter of “saturation,” 
Bush says “that is largely up to 
the candidate himself. If you do it 
well, there is a lot to gain. If you 
don’t the more you do it the worse 
| Off you are. 








| 
| 








| 
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‘HOUSE PARTY’ DATE 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

CBS steered clear of a contro- 
versial issue last’ week when 
prexy Frank Stanton ordered John 
Guedel to cancel Walter Wanger 
off Art Linkletter’s AM and TV 
“House Party.” Few days previous, 
the picture producer was released 
from the county honor farm where 
he served a stretch for shooting 
Jennings Lang of MCA. 





Guedel and Linkletter first re- 
sisted the ousting but complied | 
when it was made an order. Their | 
defense was that Wanger was to! 
talk only about prison reforms and | 
rehabilitation of inmates after | 
| their release. 
Network took the position that 
S appearance would be contro- 
ersial and evoke protests from 





| hi 
ly 


|George Fisher had Wanger on his 

KNX-CBS tape making such a talk 

as was banned by the network. 
Producer will appear tonight 


invoked ban for “House 
Code forbids controversial 


figures on entertainment programs. 





Television Network Premieres 


(Sept, 24-Oct. 4) 


Following is a list of shows, either new or returning after a sum- 
mer hiatus, which preem on the four major television networks 


during the next 10 days: 


SEPT 25. 
Burns & Allen. Situation comedy. CBS, 8 to 


8:30 p.m. (Starts 


weekly airing). Carnation, via Erwin Wasey; Goodrich, via BBD&O, 


alternate sponsors. 
Four- 


Star Playhouse. Filmed dramas. CBS, 8:30 to 9 p.m. fal- 


ternate weeks only). Singer Sewing Machine, via Young & Rubicam, 


SEPT. 27 : 
Martha Raye Show (All Star Revue), Vaudeo. NBC, 8 to 9 p.m. 


Participating. 


SEPT. 28 


Red Skelton Show. Comedy. 
Gamble, via Benton & Bowles. 

Eddie Cantor Show. (Comedy I 
Colgate, via Ted Bates, Sherman 


NBC, 7 to 7:30 p.m. Procter & 


four). Vaudeo. NBC, 8 to 9 p.m. 
& Marquette. 


Fred Waring Show. Music. CBS, 9 to 9:30 p.m. General Electric, 


via BBD&O. ; ; 
The Web. Drama. CBS, 10 to 10:30 p.m. Lorillard, via Geyer 
Advertising. 
SEPT. 29 


There’s One in Every Family. Audience Participation. CBS, 11 to 
11:30 a.m., Monday-thru-Friday. Sustaining. 


Paul Dixon Show. Disk Jockey 


thru-Friday. Sustaining. 


. DuMont, 3 to 4 p.m., Monday- 


SEPT. 30 
Heaven For Betsy. Situation Comedy. CBS, 7:45 to 8 p.m., Tues- 


day and Thursday. Lever Bros., \ 
Fireside Theatre. Filmed dram 
Compton. 


ria McCann-Erickson. 
a. NBC, 9 to 9:30 p.m. P&G, via 


Two for the Money. Quiz. NBC, 10 to 10:30 p.m. Lorillard, via 


Lennen & Mitchell. 


Bob Considine Show. Commentary. NBC, 10:45 te 11 p.m. Mutual 


of Omaha, via Bozell & Jacobs. 


OCT. 1 


Calvacade of America. Filmed 
ternate weeks only). 

Man Against Crime. 
Camel, via Esty. 


This Is Your Life (Ralph 


Edwards). 


drama. NBC, 8:30 to 9 p.m. (al- 


DuPont, via BBD&O. 
Filmed whodunits. 


CBS, 9:30 to 10 p.m 


Audience Participation. 


NBC, 10 to 10:30 p.m. Hazel Bishop, through Raymond Spector. 


OCT. 2 
Ford Theatre. Filmed drama. NBC, 9:30 to 10 p.m. Ford, via J. 


Walter Thompson. 


OCT. 3 


Wheei of Fortune. 
Sustaining. 

Dennis Day Show. Variety. NB 
J. Walter Thompson. 

Gulf Playhouse. Drama. NBC, 
Rubicam. 

My Friend Irma. Situation Com 
cigarets, via Esty. 

Our Miss Brooks. Filmed situat 
General Foods, via Young & Rub 

Mr. and Mrs. North. Filmed 
Colgate, via Sherman & Marquett 


Audience participation. CBS, 10 to 11 a.m, 


C, 8 to 8:30 p.m. RCA Victor, via 
8:30 to 9 p.m. Gulf, via Young & 
edy. CBS, 8:30 to 9 p.m. Cavalier 
ion comedy. CBS, 9:30 to 10 p.m. 
icam. 


hodunits. CBS, 10 to 10:30 p.m. 
e. 


OCT. 4 


It’s News to Me. Panel. CBS, 


6:30 to 7 p.m. Simmons Co., via 


Young & Rubicam; Jergens, via Robert Orr (alternate sponsors). 
Columbia U. Seminar. Education. ABC, 7 to 7:30 p.m. Sustaining. 


My Little Margie. Filmed situa 
Dunhill cigarets, via Biow. 


tion comedy. NBC, 7:30 to 8 p.m. 


Ozie & Harriet. Situation comedy. ABC, 8 to 8:30 p.m. Hot- 


point via 
sponsors), 


Maxon; Lambert, via 


Lambert & Feasley (alternate 
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WNEW, Losing Haymes, 
Rayburn, Sez It’s Show, 
Not Talent, That Counts 


Programs on an indie should be 
“personality-proof,” according to 
Bill Kaland, program chief at 
WNEW, N. Y. Station’s schedule 
has been built so that the show it- 
self, rather than the talent, is what 
attracts the dialer. 


Losses of performers, such as 
Bob Haymes (who went to WCBS) 
and Gene Rayburn (who'll leave 
for WNBC as soon as Dee Finch 
finds a new partner), won't hurt 
the indie’s rating, Kaland said, 
because listeners are tied to a 
block of programs rather than to 
specific disk jockeys. 

Thus, the WNEW program topper 
said, when Bill Harrington took | 
over for Haymes, there were only a | 
couple of inquiries about the shift. 
On the other hand, when changes 
were made in the format of one 
platter show, there was a large! 
number of protests. When he began 
introducing other performers’ disks | 
on the Bing Crosby record show, | 
which has been on for almost two 
decades, audience reaction was 
strong. 

WNEW hasn’t been worried by 
the “raids” of its talent from net- 
work keys, Kaland explains, part- 
ly because it has made money 
when it releases them from a con- 
tract. In the case of Haymes 
WNEW will get about $20.000 dur 
my the first year at the CBS out- 
et. 

At the same time it is de-empha- 
sizing personalities. The trend is 
to minimize talk, Kaland said, and 
to step up research on what music 
the specific group listening at vari- 
ous times of the day prefer. 

Upcoming show’s on the WNEW 
agenda include a space series, 

(Continued on page 38) 
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'CBS-TV’s ‘Studio 


Without Walls 
New Gitlin Entry 


In one of the first major at- 
tempts to adapt television’s inher- 








,ent mobility to a studio production, 


CBS-TV’s new daytime entry, 
“Everywhere I Go,” bows in Oct. 


_7 originating from what the web 


calls a “studio without walls.” As 
explained by producer Irv Gitlin, 
the twice-weekly half-hour stanza 
will take advantage of several of 
the new special effects devices 
worked out by the web’s engineers 
in an attempt to create the illu- 
sion of taking viewers to the 
actual scene of each of the human 
interest vignettes around which 
the show will revolve. 

Dan Seymour, producer-emcee 
of the defunct “We, the People,” 
will star in the show, which is to 
be aired Tuesdays and Thursdays 


(Continued on page 43) 
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Hal Hough Vice Doan 
On WCBS-TV Programs 


Hal Hough, until recently pro- 
,gram manager of WJZ-TV, key 
|outlet of the ABC video web in 
|N. Y., has assumed the same job 
for WCBS-TV, the CBS video 
'web’s N. Y. flagship. He succeeds 
Richard Doan, who resigned about 
a month ago to join the C. E. 
| Hooper organization as a veepee. 
| Prior to his job at WJZ-TV, 
|Hough was program manager of 
| ABC-TV's midwest division, Op- 
jerating out of Chicago. He was 
| replaced at ABC’s Gotham o&o’er 
by Paul Mowrey. 
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WANNA BUY AT 








a Daytime Radio 7.2; Nighttime 5.3 


Pulse’s multi-market radio rati 


ngs for July and August are in- 


dicative of the “AM Story” today and accent the current netwerk 


jockeying and reappraising of ni 
“ The Pulse Top 10 for the two- 
Nighttime 


Best of Groucho Marx.... 5.3 
Godfrey's Talent Scouts... 5.2 
Philip Morris. Playhouse... 5.2 
Doris Day «ccccececerves oe 
Dragnet ...ccscccccccecs a ae 
GangbusterS ...cccesccess 5.1 
ROMAMOE: pas 0:5 ses cdecces eo: on 
Broadway-My Beat ...... - 48 
F.BI. In Peace & War.... 48 
Frank Fontaine .......... 4.7 
Countenty © .4 03 2S t cbc 4.7 


ghttime vs. daytime values. 
month period follows: 


Daytime 
Arthur Godfrey ...4:... %2 
eT ose CT 
Helen Trent ........ ea tee 
Be. SI . s wckeseee 6.7 
Our Gal Sunday ....... ~ ee 
Wendy Warren ......... 6.7 
re 6.6 
The Guiding Light ..... 6.1 
Young Dr Malone ...... 6.1 
rr. 











Ben Cottone May Get Jones’ FCC Spot 





sliekiineiaal 


Due to Knowhow on Knotty Problems 





Washington, Sept. 23. + 


With resignation last week of 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sioner Robert F. Jones, it’s ex- 
pected that President Truman will, 
fill the post from the Commission 


ranks, because of the importance 
of having a member familiar with 
the weighty problems now facing 


Morgan’s Post-Midniter 


the post-midnight gabbers on Mon- 
day (29) when he takes on a mid- 


}a week, from Hutton’s, 
eatery, via WMGM, N. Y. 
gabbers who've beamed from Hut- 


eastside 





the agency. If this consideration 
should prevail, it appears that 


Benedict Cottone, general counsel, | 


will be the foremost contender for 
she job. 

Although Jones was one of three 
Republicans on the Commission, 
the President is not required to 
name a successor from the same 
party. Under the Communications 
Act, four members affiliated with 
the party in power may be named. 
The present Commission, minus 
Jones. is composed of three Demo- 
crats (Walker, Hennock and Bart- 
ley), two Republicans (Hyde and 
Sterling) and one Independent 
(Webster). 

Another reason why a career 
man may be picked is that it may 
be difficult to find a qualified out- 
sider who would risk an interim 
appointment, subject to confirma- 
tion when Congress convenes in 
January. If a Democrat should be 
picked. an 


ability want a Republican in the) 


spol. Ii a Republican were chosen, 
a new Democratic administration 
may desire a Democrat 

Such considerations, however, do 
not deter a career man or woman 
from wanting the post. Many agen- 
cy staffers have their eyes open 


for connections in private practice | 


‘AllStar’s’ All-Out 
For Tallu’s Bow 





Dee Engelbach, producer-direc-| 


tor of the upcoming Tallulah 
Bankhead “All Star Revue” seg- 
ment on NBC-TV, scheduled for 
Oct. 11, apparently plans to give 
tall the trimmings of a major 
Broadway production transformed 
to video. Appearing with Miss 
Bankhead on the show will be 
Groucho Marx, doing his first live 

\ bit. and Ethel Barrymore. 
Both are veterans of the ill-fated 
NBC radio “Big Show,” which 
Miss Bankhead femceed. 

Meredith Willson, who was mu- 
sical director on “Big Show,” will 
baton the TV program. Settings 
Will be by Richard Day, of films. 
Who Was scenic designer on the pic 
——_— of “Streetcar Named De- 
kK ‘ve. pic, “Hans Christian Ander- 
Sen.” Choregraphy will be by Ron- 
nie Fletcher, of Bill Miller’s Riv- 
era nitery in Fort Lee, N. J. 
Mort, Green and George: Foster 

scripting the show. Miss Bank- 
“aa is scheduled for six “All 
‘' appearance during the ’52- 

s@ason, 
_. Rite Bros. have been signed for 
a 5. They've been given $50,000 
“" the total package. with $25,000 
+ lo the comedy trio. 


a a 


a 


eUli 


incoming Republican | - ; : , 
Administration would in all prob- | ‘he aeewny Satrene ie Coeenen 


|ton’s have been Jack Eigen, Bea 
| Kalmus and Laraine Day. 

| Show won't affect Morgan's 6 
| p.m. chatter show for a used car 
| dealer over WJZ, N. Y. 


1007, Acceptance 





New Rate Pattern 


CBS Radio wrapped up 100° af- 
filiate acceptance of its new dis- 
|} count formula this week, almost a 


month after the network and af- 
filiates committee had gotten to- 
| gether on the plan. Last holdout, 





tand Detroit, came through this 
week, accepting the same deal as 


had previously been adopted by: 


the other CBS outlets. 

John Patt, prez of the two Good- 
| will stations—WGAR, Cleveland, 
and WJR, Detroit—had nixed the 
-new rate setup originally on the 
general principle of being averse 
to any type of rate cutting in radio 
at this time. Under the plan as 
finally worked out, no actual rate 
cut is involved, but the web’s ad- 
| vertisers benefit up to a 35° cut- 
| oes in nighttime charges via new 
| discount formulas. Patt had report- 
|edly mulled the idea of dropping 
out of CBS entirely to go independ- 
ent, but reconsidered and inked a 
_hew deal with the web this week. 

CBS’ San Diego outlet, KCBQ, 
will not be included in the plan, 
since it is shifting its affiliation 
ever to ABC late next month. CBS 
| at that time will pick up KFMB as 
its new outlet in that city, and the 
latter station has already agreed 
| to the new discount structure. 
| NBC, meanwhile, says that thus 
far it has obtained 90°% affiliate 
_acceptance of its new rate setup. 


KILIAN ANKLES Y.&R, 
RETURNS TO CHI ABC 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 


| In a sudden switch, Fred Kilian 
has ankled his berth at Young & 











and the forthcoming Danny Rubicam to return to WENR-TV |, 


,as director of the station’s and 
| ABC's central division tele pro- 
gramming. Kilian is back at a post 
/he held for nearly two years, prior 
to resignifg in July. 1951, to join 
| Y&R on the Joseph Schlitz beer ac- 
‘count which subsequently has gone 
to Lennen & Mitchell. 

The ABC job had been filled on 
an interim basis by Monte Fass- 
nacht since the departure of James 
Pollak last July. Fassnacht takes 
jover now as program manager. 


Henry Morgan joins the ranks of | 


night to 3 a.m. stint, seven nights / 


Other | 


For CBS Radio On 


N.Y. THEATRES 





In sharp contrast to only a year 
| ago, when the major television net- 
works were buying up all avail- 
able N. Y. properties, including 
| legit and film houses, lofts and 
| Other makeshift buildings extend- 
ing through Manhattan into the 
| Bromx and Brooklyn, today a flock 
|i these properties are gving beg- 
| ging. There’s no longer the danger 
| Of a legit famine because uf ny 
| housing problem. The majority of 
| theatres have or will revert back 
}to their original owners in short 
order. 

Increasing number of shows go- 

| ing on film. is main reason for the 
| turnabout. Plus the fact that more 
and more network TV_ shows. 
though still live, are shifting to 
| the Coast. Result is that the webs, 
‘committed to longterm deals on 
{some of their acquisitions, are 
| stuck with them while they re- 
| main vacant. 

It’s been the case with NBC, 
CBS and ABC. There are 48 coast- 
to-coast sponsorship shows now 
pacted to celluloid. In the “live 
| era” of TV that would have neces- 
sitated facilities for at least two 
dozen studios, either in N.Y. or 
on the Coast. 

Since CBS-TV’s acquisition of 
the mammoth Sheffield Bldg. floor 
space on West 57th St., New York, 
the network has been relinquish- 
ing all the properties around town 








that were used for storage and} many thousands of ticket requests | 


the |turned down, the U. of Pennsy!l- 
next year, the renovated Sheffield | yania. 


equipment purposes. Within 


building, in addition to housing all 


for studio purposes. This will per- 
mit for the release of still more 
theatres. 

NBC-TV _ reportedly 
down about $500,000 for a lease 
on the ex-Warners. studio in 
Brooklyn. Since the .abandonment, 
| at least for the present, of the pro- 
jected ‘Hometown, USA” daytime 
TV series, which was scheduiec 
'to premiere this fall, it’s now 
| planned, however, to shutter the 
Brooklyn plant completely only 
sting that can change NBC’s mind 


web this week started a concerted 
push to wrap up clients. 

Status of the Center Theatre, 
N.Y., NBC-TV’s No. 1 showcase 
| studio, is still in doubt. Lease has 


| another year to go and at present | 


|the “Hit Parade,” daytime “Kate 
| Smith Show,” Milton Berle show 
jand the upcoming once-monthly 
| Buick circus-musical 
‘from the house. However, the 
/ owners want to hike the tab to a 
commensurate rental figure for 
l office building space and NBC 
| may decide to let it go. 

| Practically the entire Times 
|Square “theatre belt” is dotted 
| with ex-legit houses with NBC or 
'CBS studio marquees. They were 
‘all SRO on the TV time a year or 
two ago. Today a uumber of them 
'are shuttered. 


ELEVISION STUDIO’ 








GO A-BEGGING 


equipment, will also be converted | Collegiate Athletic Assn. yester- 


plunked | 


‘NBC, CBS in Major TV Splash On 
New Coast Bldgs.; Junkets ‘n’ All 


+ The radio-TV junket season, 
Sporting Gesture beeen ne has lain dormant for several 
NBC-TV found itself faced | years, breaks out in a rash during 
with a sponsorship conflict in- poy 4 ter ep ny CBS 
volving the General Motors | 2% Bi involved in considerable 
pickup ef the National Col- promotional-exploitation ballyhoo 
legiate Athletic Assn. football attending new premieres and the 
schedule and the World Series official launching of their respec- 
tslecast ter Gillette. tive TV centres on the Coast. 

In view of the high sponsor- Meanwhile both networks are 
ship coin at stake and the engaged in  blueprinting _ star- 
realization that neither client studded super-productions to offi- 
could be sluffed off, NBC-TV cially kick off the new buildings, 
eased out of the situation by | With considerable jockeying to see 
negotiating for a Coast foot-. | “Who gets there first. 
ball game pickup (Stanford vs. Primary motive of the NBC-TV 
Michigan) on the World Series N.Y.-to-L.A. press junket, sched- 








Saturday. uled for Oct. 9, is to kick-off the 
Coast game doesn't begin un- j|new General  Electric-sponsored 
til 5 p.m. (EST). Baseball Joan Davis TV film show. Young & 


Rubicam, agency on the account, 
is sharing half of the $28,000 tab 
with the network to underwrite 
the expense. 


* 
| That will give the visiting gronp 
U. of Penn Again la chance to 0.0. the network's new 


Burbank studios, which officially 


. ;preems with a coast-to-coast full 
| hour show. NBC is anxious to get 
S S ll on ; in its showmanship licks before 


| the more ambitious and widely 


‘ | publicized CBS-TV City officially 
| unfolds, but the Columbia boys 
Yr] ac oll |are all set to originate one of its 


| own top airers the night before, 


telecast is due for a 3:30 or 
4 p.m. windup. 














with “My Friend Irma” getting the 
nod on Oct. 3. Meanwhile, starting 
this week, local KNX live origina- 
|tions begin from TV City 

| CBS has put back its TV City 
k | formal dedication until Nov. 15, 
perennial foe of football! when a 90-minute all-star attrac- 
| telecast blackouts, asked the Natl. | tion will emanate from the new 
. | building, with Columbia flying out 
| day (22) to ease its limited TV rule | 4 press group from New York. Fol- 
‘and permit a telecast of the Penn-|jowing the show, CBS-TV will 
Notre Dame game Saturday (27). stage a ball at TV City. 

Francis Murray, Penn athletic; This week found a veritable de- 
director, wired Robert Hall, chair-| |yge of Gotham cocktail parties, 
man of the NCAA television com- |! juncheons and dinners to bally new 
mittee, and Asa Bushnell, director network premieres, with even “con- 
of the NCAA television program, | flicts” existing. 
offering the telecast without com- 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 
With 74,,711 Franklin Field seats 
'sold out a week in advance and 








|pensation, with receipts going to 


an interfaith charity. Murray urged ° 
‘granting the request because of uc tri e uys 
widespread interest in the game, | 


is a sale on “Hometown” and the | 
NCAA members in the Philadel- | 
|phia area 
| Penn 
'NCAA to decide on charitable dis- | 


| 
| 


originate | 


| 
} 
! 


inability of many to attend and the | 
fact of no competing games by | 


Saturday afternoon. | 


offer also permitted the | 








First major half-hour radio sale 
position of the telecast receipts.,in a longer period than the net- 
-eived vet. the immediate future, as result of 
saanitesati des Lucky Strike buying the Horace 

Sheldon to CBS-1 \ Which network gets the program, 
however, remains to be resolved. 
for Young & Rubicam who | has | there, pitching like mad. NBC says 
been directing “Mr. Peepers” 0M) jt’) clear the Thursday night 9:30 
shows for Robert Montgomery this! js being switched to Sunday after- 
summer, shifts to CBS-TV in 4) noon. 
morrow’s edition (24). ' , | decision. Show isn’t scheduled to 
First assignment will be “There's | take the air until Jan. 1. Heidt will 
strip which starts Monday (29). Heidt’s last time up on radio was 
| for Philip Morris. 








Comedy Hour.” 





poses. 


| gomery’s 18.0. 


} 
j 


against the 23° for “Toast.” 





season. 


Schnoz, M&L’s Topdog Status 


In the season's first major test of competitive network strength 
on television, NBC-TV swept the field over the weekend with its 
Saturday night (20) “All Star Revue” and Sunday night “Colgate 
; With Jimmy Durante starring in the Saturday 
opus, NBC came up with a 2 to 1 edge over Jackie Gleason, mak- 
ing his bow on the CBS-TV web in the 8 to 9 slot. With Dean Martin 
and Jerry Lewis taking the honors on Sunday night. NBC's “Comedy 
Hour” beat out Ed Sullivan's “Toast of the Town” by over 3 to 1. 

CBS-TV’s “Life with Luigi’ preem Monday night (22) brought 
that web back up in the rating honors, however, blasting the first 
half-hour of NBC’s Robert Montgomery show, which directly op- 
According to Trendex figures, “Luigi made a highly 
auspicious video bow with a hefty 42.6, as compared with Mont- 


Ratings were taken especially for the two webs by Trendex, 
| Which surveys 10 cities. all with three or more stations. 
| outfit gave Durante a 28.3, compared with Gleason's 14.2, and a 
58°% share of audience, exactly double Gleason's 29°%. 
Lewis, according to Trendex, came up with a fat 37.6, compared 
with Sullivan’s 12.1, and copped a 70°: share of audience, as 


It’s pointed out, of course, that since Saturday night was Glea- 
son’s preem, he had no chance to build any audience prior to 
air time. His rating, however, compared with what Ken Murray 
was drawing on CBS last season opposite “All Star” whenever 
Durante topped the NBC lineup. As for Martin & Lewis. their 
| edge over “Toast” about equalled their record each time out last 





Heidt Radio Show 

eidt Radio Sh 

NCAA answer hasn't been re-| works care to discuss shapes up for 
Heidt Show. 

James Sheldon, former director| npc. CBS and ABC are all in 
NBC-TV as well as occasional|tg 109 period, since “Counterspy” 
staff job. “Peepers” exits after to-| Client is taking its time about a 
One in Every Family,” daytime tour the program. 

OBJECTS TO HADACOL 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 

Reason announced by George 
Grim, one of the top local radio 
news analysts and personalities, for 
quitting WCCO after 10 years with 
the CBS station and shifting to 
KSTP, the Twin Cities NBC affil- 
iate, with the expiration of his con- 
tract Oct. 31. is disagreement over 
| commercial copy on one of his nu- 

merous shows. 

Grim objected to a patent medi- 

icine (Hadacol) spiel on the pro- 
| gram and asked to be excused from 
Rating | doing the show, but, he says, his 
request was denied. On KSTP, he 
says. his contract will give him the 
right to approve or reject sponsors 
and commercials. 
On its part, WCCO’s spokesinan, 
| ation manager Larry Haeg. said 
“Grim was unwilling to adjust him- 
| self to the WCCO long-established 
policy, though the policy In no way 
changed the status under which he 
has been associated with the sta- 
tion.” 








Martin & 


SPIEL, ANKLES WCCO 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 24, 1952 





MARTIN & LEWIS SHCW 
Guest: Rosemary Clooney 


Producer-director: Dick Mack 

Writers: Ed Simmons, Norman 
Lear 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. j 

CHESTERFIELD 


IBC, from Hollywood 
* "(Cunningham & Walsh) : 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
rang the bell with their madcap 
melange mixed up for a seasonal 
opener on NBC Tuesday (16) with 
half-hour moving at a swift, enter- 
taining pace, assuring the duo a 
front-running spo: in the radio 
sweepstakes. Team picked up w ith 
their crazy antics right where they 
left off last season. 
References by Martin & Lewis 
to their video show (Colgate Com- 
edy Hour) uppointed for the listen- 
er the fact that via audio he was 
missing a good deal he can catch 
watching the team on_ teevee. 
Lewis’ mugging, while penetrating 
the ozone, is obviously better suit- 
ed to the visual medium, and re- 
minder of their TV show actually 
was reminder the audience was get- 
ting a “part-time” version of the 
team. 
Since studios apparently aren't 
as sensitive to satires of their pix 
on radio as on TV, the team did 
a socko takeoff on Paramount's 
“The Greatest Show On Earth, 


| 
} 





‘ 


| 


| 


ANNE FRANK: DIARY OF 
YOUNG GIRL } 
With Paul Lukas, Joan Lazar, 
others; Alfredo Antonini orch 
Producer: George Crothers 
Director: Bruno Zirato, Jr. 
Writer: Meyer Levin 


TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES 
With Ralph Edwards, Ken Carpen- 


, others ‘ 
Oe or: Edwards (Al Paschal, 


Director: Ed Bailey 
Writers: Ralph & Paul Edwards 


30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 25 Mins.; Thurs. (18) 10:05 p.m. 
PET MILK Sustaining = 
NBC, from Hollywood CBS, from New York 





In a special program marking 
the Jewish New Year, CBS (in as- 
lsociation with the American Jew- 


(Gardner) : 
Ralph Edwards is back with his 
“Truth or Consequences” perennt- 





al in the same general framework | ish Committee) dramatized the 
but slotted Thursday instead of| best-selling Doubleday tome, 
Tuesday. While a good deal of the|“Anne Frank: The Diary of a 


A| 


YOU BET YOUR LIFE 
With Groucho Marx, George Fen- 
Predueet: John Guedel 
ucer: John 
Directors: Bernie Smith, Bob Di- 


van 
30 Mins., Wed., 9 p.m. 

De SOTO-PLYMOUTH DEALERS 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(BBD&O) 

Groucho Marx remains one of 
the more gifted trigger-tongues in 
the business. This transcribed 
show emanating from Hollywood 
‘taped version of TV film), has the 
best Known of the Marx Bros. mak- 





— 


RED SKELTON SHOW 

With Rod O’Connor, Lurene Tut. 
tle, Martha Wentworth, Pat Mc. 
Geehan, Smith Twins 

Director: Keith McLeod 

Writers: John Murray, Ben Freed. 
man, Edna Skelton 

Music director: David Rose 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC, from Hollywood 
The wear and tear of triple. 

threating (TV, radio and pictures) 

started taking its toll on Red Skel. 

ton toward the end of last season, 

and for many an idle day he'd hole 


| goings-on at the bow seemed more 
geared for the studio audience 
than listeners at large, Edwards’ 
up-and-at-’em, never-at-a-loss-for-a- 
| word deportment managed to con- 


Young Girl.” It was an excellent 
choice. The story of the girl whose 
family went in hiding in the Neth- 
erlands to escape the Nazis is 
charged with emotional values. 








ing with the always funny and fre- jup in a hosp to build up new 
quently biting lines that has made | strength for his next stint. Being 
‘this stanza one of the landmarks;that radio must take last call, it 


! 
| 


| 
| 


| 
' 


| 
' 


| 


| tion of old friendships. 


with guess-who playing the titular | 


role in “The Greatest Shmo on 
Earth,” and Martin as John Ring- 
ling South. 

Guestar Rosemary Clooney join- 
ed in the general buffoonery to help 
shape the half-hour as top AM en- 
eriainment. She punched over 


“Botcha-Me,” while Martin croon- | 


ed, “Once in a While.” 

Dick Mack rates kudos for his 
chores as producer-director, giv- 
ing the show a cohesiveness which 
never let it drag or stall. Writing 
by Ed Simmons and Norman Lear, 
who’ve been with M&L a iong 
time, was brisk and snappy. Dick 
Stabile and his orch backgrounded 
expertly. George Fenneman ped- 
dled Chesterfield ciggies smoothly, 
and was a capable partner in some 
of the M&L madness. Daku. 


THE ALDRICH FAMILY 

With Bobby Ellis, Johnny Fiedler, 
House Jamison, Katherine Raht, 

.. Patricia Hosley, others 

Director: Edward Duerr 

Writer: Clifford Goldsmith 

30 Mins.: Sun., 7:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC, from New York 


After a year’s layoff the famiiiar 
“Coming, Mother” trademark of 
the Aldrich clan is again being 
heard on NBC. Return Sunday (21) 
marks the family’s 14th season on 
the airwaves. With this heritage 
there’s much that’s familiar other 
than the opening label about these 
shenanigans of Henry Aldvich and 
friend Homer. Fortunately, radio's 
audience isn’t as unchanging as 
some of its formats so there’s like- 
ly a whole new crop of fans mov- 
ing in to take the place of those 
who have dropped off because of 


repetition. 
The now glossy-smooth §trap- 
pings of AM situation comedy 


were all present on the teeoff seg- 
ment. Clifford Goldsmith’s yarn 
was deftly blocked out, and as un- 
spun by the able cast added up to 


‘ 
' 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 
| 
j 
i 


| 
| 


'vey over the ozone some sense of | But it also has the additional val- 
ithe humor and antics with which|ues of presenting a_ portrait of a 
\he has long been identified. He | sensitive adolescent, which would 
| will throw in an occasional 1 
liner with tongue in cheek that | pense in which the diary is framed. 
| acknowledges the presence of corn, | Further, as a document of the 
such as a q. on the main function | Jews’ fight for survival under fas- 
of liver bringing his own a. that|cism, it holds interest for Jew and | 
“it serves as the base for the| Gentile alike. 

onions.” Script by novelist Meyer Levin, 





i | who i riti lay based on 
As per previous setup, the for-| Who is also writing a play based on 
mat rides between shenanigans |the book for “~ i 
stemming from an unanswered | tion this season, achieved a blen 


wr F “ |of dramatic and narrative seg- 
question and a kind of “long lost |° ‘ 
articles” gimmick, plus materializa- | ments (the latter handled both by 


._| Paul Lukas, as the girl’s father. | 
Both hard | and 14-year-old Joan Lazar as! 
| Anne). Those sections which were | 
acted out, as the coming of the| 
Gestapo, the air raids, the flight} 
into hiding, Anne’s discussion with 





backs are pitched up for human in- 
terest. For the initialer, Edwards 
had one contestant milking a cow 
(it says in the script) to the tune 
ot ete oamube™ Wa Runctuated | young Peter came. over with more 
ankle a|impact. Nevertheless, the iary 
pe mae A, BH. Pag Rae in the | Soliloquies, so different from ra- 
aud her long missing nutcracker. |dio’s usual superfieial handling of 





| 





: ‘emotions (‘and particularly those 
Middle punch slotted a veteran | of teenagers), made good listen- 
actress, Katherine Sheldon, relat- | ing 


ing her stock company days (1909) | 
in Mansfield, O., and presto, Pro- | fe 
ducing an actress from that group | 
for what was presented as a heart- | 
warming reacquaintance (with | 
plugs for the airline and the Hol-| 
lywood hotel figuring in the ar-| 
rangements, and a TV set for Miss! 
Sheldon). | BARNYARD BALLOTBOX 
Windup was “Mystery Caller No. | With Stewart MacPherson, May- 
3” in which the anonymous gent! "4rd Speece - 
came knocking at a Prescott, Ariz.,| Producer: Robert McKinsey 
door to give the resident clues for | Director: Jim Bormann 
the $1,500 boodle that’s increased | Writer: Charles Sarjeant 
$250 each week (when identity is| 39 Mins., Sat. (13) 
muffed) via a Chicago mail order | Sustaining 
house. Other prizes awarded are| WCCO, Minneapolis 
accompanied by donor plugs. This skillfully assembled tran- | 
Ken Carpenter handled the Pet sribed show capitalized well on the | 
Milk commercials smoothly. present tremendous interest in the | 
“Trau. presidential campaign and _ the 
natural concern hereabouts regaré- | 
| ing the two parties’ standard bear- | 
}ers’ attitude on the farm problem. | 
This interest and concern were | 
intensified by the candidates’ re-| 
cent appearance in Dodge county, | 
Minnesota, on the same platform | 
the same day when they expressed | 


Airer was given a highly pro-| 
ssional production, with topflight | 
acting throughout. Music com-| 
posed by Ben Ludlow, and played | 
by an orch under Alfredo Anto- | 
nini, was sock. Bril. 


- 











WINS APPRECIATION DAY 

With Jack Lacy, emcee; Charlie 
Stark, Brad Phillips, Art Scan- 
lon, Paul Arnold, Josephine Hal- 
pin, John Bosman, John Brad- 
ford, Lew Fisher, Stan Burns, 


lon the Wednesday night radio | was decreed by his packager, Free- 
| spectrum. | man Keyes, that in this medium 
Groucho, when in form, works | he'd ease off. So for his takeotf 


like he picks his lines out of the 
| air. 
cellently edited that the air 
spontaneity 
session’ retains most of the ear- | 
marks of a live session. 

On his season’s preem, Groucho | 
got three diverse couples up to the 
mike, and he toyed with them most 
entertainingly, He hasn’t changed 
to any extert. His lines do not 
follow a pattern, they retain tre- 
mendous surprise and they pack a} 
great deal of humor. 

One of the facets of this show 
that seems to have changed is the 
fact that, if the opening stanza 
is any criterion, a contestant has 
to bet the entire wad if he’s to get 
a chance at the jackpot question. 
One couple held back a minute 
amount in reserve and came out 
third: another couple held back 
only a half-cent and came in sec- 
ond after answering all questions. 
Winner went for broke. Queries, 
incidentally, seem to have gotten 
easier and considerably less in- 
genious. Jose. 








SGT. PRESTON OF THE YUKON | 


With Paul Sutton, others 

Director: Fred Flowerday 

Writer: Fran Striker 

30 Mins., Tues., Thurs., 5 p.m. 

QUAKER OATS 

MBS, from New York | 
(Sherman & Marquette) 


Now i its sixth year on the, 
airlanes, gt. Preston of the Yu- 
kon,” returned to Mutual's kid- 


die bloc last week (16) for a twice- 
weekly series of 30-minute adven- 
tures in the wild north. Pegged | 
for the sub-teen level, show is of | 


plete with a stalwart Mountie 
(Preston), a superdog (King) and} 
a stock assortment of scoundrels. } 
It fills the moppet’s need for aired | 
adventure. 

On show caught Thursday (18). | 
Preston and his ever-faithful husk- 
ie, King, tracked down a gang of 


| no stature. 


| will be Skelton’s 
| radio. 


and ‘rest of the season he’ll be 


Actually, this isn’t exactly | patch-taped with new and old. Best 
one-| have appeal even without the sus-|the case, since the show is so ex-| bits of the past four seasons are 
; of | being: resurrected. and tagged on 
is maintained and the|to new spots, made necessary be- 


cause-of Skelton’s toying with topi- 
cal tidbits. ~ 

In the non-tele cities he'll lose 
On the kickoff (16) he 
was little short of his old potency, 
Audience howls pointed up sight 
gags that were too visual to be 
relished with such glee at the sets, 
It’s no idle speculation that this 
last season on 
In his 11th vear he is with- 
out a sponsor, locally, at least, and 
NBC may sheive the co-op idea ox 
keep playing back old tapes. 

Skelton’s old characters, the pug 
who's always hearing bells; Junior, 
the mean widdle kid, and Clem, 
the squirt from the milk barn, 
made up most of the uninterrup- 
tive flow of organized disorder and 
lacked none of the old wallop—for 
AM fans. Skit with Polly, the si- 
lent cinema star, didn’t come off 
too well due to weak material. 

Skelton took time out only for 
the Smith Twins in a swingy bop- 
per and David Rose’s band num- 
ber, loud and brassy. Rod O’Con- 
nor did a good straight job and 
Lurene Tuttle was capital as jun- 
ior’s custodian. Only plug went to 
Metro for allowing Skelton to de 
the series. Helm, 


MORAL SIDE OF NEWS 

With Dr. Duke K. McCall, Mon- 
signor Felix N. Pitt, Dr. Joseph 
Rauch, Rev. Robert T. Weston; 
moderator, Harry W. Schacter; 
announcer, Ed Mills 

Producer: Dorcas Ruthenburg 

30 Mins.: Tues., 9:30 p.m. 


ithe current comic book genre re-| WHAS, Louisville 


Back on the WHAS airlanes 
with the original panel, made up 
of prez of the Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Dr. Duke K. McCall; 
Dr. Joseph Rauch, rabbi of Temple 
Adath Israel; Rev. Robert T. Wes- 
ton, Unitarian minister; Monsignor 
Felix N. Pitt. secretary Catholic 


R. D. Wilbur and the Little Band, 
Robert Alda, Vaughn Monroe 
and Moon Maids, Tony Bavaar, 
Marion Morgan, Frank Stevens, 
Joe Allegro, Arti Polachek and 
the McBurney Corn Huskers. 

Producer: Robert G. Criar 

Director: Stanley Ediss 

Writer: Irwin Lewis 

55 Mins.; Sat. (20), 1:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WINS, N. Y. 


“WINS Appreciation Day,” a 
| 55-minute show aired from th 





| Yankee Stadium, N. Y., Saturday 
(20), was described as a “salute to 
the Yankees.” But at the same 
time it served to ,.omote a variety 
of the indie station’s house pro- 


a pleasant if not enthralling 2 
minutes. No big laughs but several 
chuc" les. 
Business npg mee a 
iven a strong turn obby Ellis) - 7 mo 
pal Fo ae pape ® erie ” (competently | 88s bm — several recording 
played by Johnny Fiedler) had a oe Sw © guest appearances 
do with a school dance and 12/0" the session. 
bushels of corn the pair had been | Emcee Jack Lacy, one of the 
— by a farmer for a job of work. | station's staff disk jockeys, introed 
hrough twists and turns too nu-|some of the sports staff who han- 
merous to recount, the boys’ at-| dle the Yankee ballcasts and also 
tempt to use the corn as their con-, brought a number of other station 
tribution to the hop fund. Project | personnel to the microphone for 
runs aground when Henry's dad | brief comments before tackling the 
gets into the act and trades the! guest celebs. Latter included Rob- 
maize for a mess of spuds and then | ert Alda, Frank Stevens, Marion 
Homer's pappy takes over and bar- | Morgan and Tony Bavaar, among 
ters =~ get 7 25 baskets of | others. 
spinach. By 7:59, however. every-— Throughout th , ‘ . 
thing gets happily unraveled. tures a en ‘Rig on WINS" 
House Jamison continues in fine and the station’s numerous disk 
manner as Mr. Aldrich and Kath- | jockey stanzas were stressed. Like- 
erine Raht does okay as Mrs. A. | wise, the outlet’s harmonious rela- 
Ditto Patricia Hosley as Henry's tions with the Yankee manage- 
girl friend and the supporting ment were also pointed up. From 
crew. Dave. {a promotional standpoint, “WINS 
'Appreciation Day” probably 
achieved its objective. But tech- 








R i § 1 nically, this remote was marred | 
egent Cigs ponsoring (from a “feedback” from the sta- 
dium’s own p.a. system.  Gilb. 





CBS “America Calling’ 


Riggio Tobacco, for its Regent | 
cigarets, has bought the 4 to 4:30 | 
p.m. Sunday slot on CBS Radio for | 
a new show titled “America Call- 
ing.” in which femme deejay Rebel 
Randall, besides spinning records, 


WOAI’s 30th Anni 


San Antonio, Sept. 23. 
WOAI, one of the nation’s pio- 
neer outlets, will observe its 30th 


their agricultural views. 


The natural curiosity as to the 
impressions Eisenhower and Stev- 
}enson created and the manner 
in which they influenced voters 
provided the happy inspiration for 
an engrossing, smooth professional 
job which revolved around a straw 
vote taken by WCCO’s research de- 
partment in Dodge county after 
the candidates’ appearances. 


While the poll’s results formed 
the show’s basis, the substance was 
largely supplied by supplemental 
!recorded interviews with farmers 
|and small-town business people 
| who either heard the candidates 
|} speak at Plowville or over 
| radio or read the addresses in the 
/ newspapers. The expressed 
;opinions regarding the candidates 
and speeches, indicating prefer- 
,ences and the probable way in 
| Which the ballots would be cast if 
ithe election were being held now, 
| imparted a dramatic element as 
| well as contributing to listener en- 
| lightenment. 
i bald results and helped to explain 
| the latter. 

The statistics came at the very 
,end and were held to a minimum. 
| By making them the climax sus- 
pense was created and interest held. 
| Accompanying narrative helped to 
| elucidate the material while in- 
'serted clips from the candidates’ 





, talks contributed to the high de-| 


igree of listenability and amplified 
; points mede in the interviews. The 
/way in which all the foregoing 
| material was interwoven added up 
;to a clever construction chore. 
Names, addresses and occupa- 
tions of the people interviewed 
j}were given, except in 
{when they flatly announced how 
‘they would vote, and nothing more, 
and these latter announcements 
| were run off in a manner to speed 
| up the show's pace. 
| Prior to “Barnyard Ballotbox,” 
| WCCO had whetted setowners ap- 


robbers who had been looting the| School Board, and Harry W. 
; town. Thieves were led by an en-; Schacter, prez of one of town’s 


|ergetic and attractive femme but! largest department stores, re- 
lit didn’t stop the good sergeant |ligious leaders discussed the big 
from turning her in. King, how-| news item of last week, the 





ever, was the hero of this opus.; WHAS-TV telethon, which had as 
since it was his nostrils that recog-! its names Rosemary Clooney and 
nized the gal’s perfume at the! Garry Moore. 

scene of the robbery. His barks of The United Cerebral Palsy tele- 
recognition alerted Preston who) thon provided common ground for 
jimmediately followed the dog to the panelists who discussed the 
the gal’s hideout. From then on it broad moral principles involved. 
| was an open and shut case. | All agreed the most beautiful part 
Paul Sutton as Sgt. Preston was of the show, staged at Memorial 





the | 


These preceded the | 


instances | 





will place telephone calls to serv- 
icemen around the country. Show 
kicks off Oct. 19. 

Show will occupy the time heid 
until now by “Quiz Kids,” which is 
being dropped from the CBS pro- 
gram roster until a new time is 
found for it. 


; Quality Network. 


anniversary on Thursday (25), Out- | petite in the joint Minnesota Eisen- 
let was founded by the late G. A. C,| hower-Stevenson appearances by 
Halff, and went on the air with a | 22 elaborate show presented on the 
power of 500 watts. It is now q| (lay the talks were made and also | 
50,000 watt, clear channel outlet. j Dy varsous radio broadcasts and 
Bais ‘ _., | telecasts. Inasmuch as the event is 
Station is an affiliate of the NBC | still a topic of newspaper and other 
web and of the regional Texas | attention. this particular show 
}stacked up as timely. Rees. 








essayed King barked 
| fully. 
lokay in their assignments. 


Gros. 





|GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD 

Producer-director: Henry Denker 

30 Mins.: Sun., 5:30 p.m 

GOODYEAR TIRE & 
ABC, from New York 
(Kudner) 

“The Greatest Story Ever Told” 

| began another season on the air- 


" RUBBER 


the Sermon on the Mount. Series, 
which presents dramatized Bibli- 


| 
} 


| 


cal stories, displayed in its inili- | 


| tasteful and dignified groove that 
| has distinguished it in the past. 

| Opening program, “Do Ye Even 
|So To Them,” was an interesting 
| and effective playlet centered on a 


— of justice and love. Plot 


concerned a Gallilean who had the | 


| power to save a Roman’s life, if he 
returned a leather pouch he had 
|tound, but felt that the Roman 


| of his friend who 
|crucifixion after an unjust sent- 
/}ence. Through the efforts of his 
;mother, however, the Gallilean is 


was 


| aler that it’s continuing in the same | 


j 


properly gruff and the thesp who! Auditorium Sat. (13) was the co- 
meaning- | operation of all Americans in an 
Other cast members were} outpouring of goodness by the 
The | community. 
Quaker Oats commercials were for | $100,000 raised was the largest per 
kiddie consumption and hit home. | capita gift on the part of any tele- 


Pointed out that the 


thon so far staged. Dr. Rauch, 
European born, made a_ strong 
point that nowhere in the world is 
found such generous response to a 
common cause. He also stressed 
the place of religion in this out- 
pouring. 

Moderator Schacter modestly 
kept in the background of the dis- 
cussion, and summed up the 


lanes Sunday (21) with a poignant salient facts at the shows close. 
,drama based on a teaching from| Ed Mills, WHAS staffer, introed 


the participants and signed off. 
Airing is probably the outstanding 
session £com the good will and 
nublic service standpoint in this 
area, Wied. 


‘Kukla’ Option Time Payoff 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
Burr Tillstrom’s insistence that 
his “Kukla, Fran & Ollie” show be 





| berthed this season by NBC-TV in 
|a network-option time period has 


should die in exchange for the life | 
awaiting | 


| convinced that he hasn't the right | 


to decide who can give or take a 


official Roman order freeing nis 
friend is contained within. 
Thesps, who are cloaked in an- 
onymity by the producers, gave an | 
excellent reading. Henry Denker's 
direction was fluid and effective. | 
The Goodyear spots were limited | 
to brief opening and closing iden- 
tifying announcements. Gros. 


life. He returns the pouch and an! 


apparently paid off. Latest check of 
outlets beaming the program in ils 
new Sunday afternoon half-hour 
slot, shows that 30 stations are 
airing it live and 17 are carrying it 
via the kine route. 

It was the defections in the sta- 
tion lineup last season when KFO 
was riding in the 6 o'clock cross- 
the-board strip which is station 
time that was a big factor in mov- 
ing the show to its present location. 

Troupe this week is in New York 
to take part in the RCA color TV 
demonstraiions being aired at 9:45 


jam. over WNBT. 
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Wednesday, September 24, 1952 


RADIO-TELEVISION. 





DENNY’S ‘WHAT'S 





Pix, TV to Play Footsie Again 


Television and film industries will make like they love each 
other again in the near future via a stanza on NBC-TV’s “Ameri- 
can Inventory” series which is to be devoted entirely to the motion 
picture business. “Inventory” is staged by NBC in cooperation 
with the Alfred P. Sloan foundation and the film biz show will 
attempt to depict how the film industry’s expansion has expanded 


the American economy. 


Producer Cecil B. DeMille has been set to narrate the show, ex- 
act date for which has not been set. “Inventory” producer Bill 
Hodapp and writer John Latham, working with Paramount home- 
office radio-TV publicity manager Bert Champion, have received 
permission from most of the major film studios to take their own film 
cameras on their lots to shoot whatever material for the show they 
desire. In addition, they have been promised the use of clips from 
almost every major feature ever produced, dating back to De- 
Mille’s “Squaw Man,” generally credited with being the first fea- 
ture-length film ever turned out in the U. S. 

Show is aired Sunday afternoons on NBC-TV from 2 to 2:30. 
Hodapp is now in Europe shooting material for other stanzas, and 
is due back Oct. 7. Film biz program will be aired some time after 
that. Previously, Edward R. Murrow and Fred Friendly devoted 
an entire stanza of their CBS-TV “See It Now” show to Samuel 
Goldwyn’s “Hans Christian Andersen” and Ken Murray presented 


a history of the film industry last season on his CBS-TV vaudeoer. 
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WENR-TV's Peak Biz on 4th Anni 


Accents Chi Video's Spot Affluence 





Chicago, Sept. 23. + 


An indication of the pronounced 
upswing in local and national] spot 
TV billings here of late in this 
four-station markst is found in the 
fall bookings registered at WENR- 
TV. the Chi ABC-owned station. 
WENR-TV notched its fourth an- 
niversary last Wednesday, with 
August-September biz running at 
peak levels and October looming 
as the biggest month in the sta- 
tion’s history. 

Logged in on the books the past 
six weeks has been over $1,200,000 
in gross billings, figured at card 
rate. Biggest proportion is new 
coin, resulting from the general 
upbeat and the fact the parent 
web's piecemeal programming has 
left its Chi outlet with a sizable 
block of prime time open for local 
peddling. 

Emphasis has shifted heavily to 
film fare with most of the local 
sales being feature film bundles 
and most of the national spot reve- 
nue coming via the vidpix route. 
WENR-TV has boosted its weekly 
operating schedule to 100 hours, a 
new high. Surprisingly, Sunday 
Shapes up as the station’s best 
money maker. When the new ad- 
ditions come in the next few 
weeks, WENR-TV will be working 
a 13-hour Sabbath with over 10 
hours earmarked for either local 
or network commercial offermgs. 

New live shows on the agenda, 
are with few exceptions, outside 
packages brought in by the clients. 
They include: a new untitled kids’ 
show going Sunday afternoons for 
Bowman Dairies; Beatrice Food’s 
“Meadowgold Ranch” also Sunday 
afternoons after a ride on WBKB 
and Wieboldt’s “Cinnamon Bear,” 
Starting Nov. 14 as a 15-minute 
strip. Purchase of house shows in- 


(Continued on page 38) 


o) New TYers 
Now Okayed 


Washington, Sept. 23. 
New authorizations for commer- 

cial TV stations have now passed 
the 50 mark with issuance by the 
FCC last week of seven more video 
construction permits, including an- 
Other (the fourth) for Denver. 

In addition, nine noncommercial 
authorizations have been handed 
Out with award of a permit to the 

Y. State Board of Regents for 
an educational station in Syracuse, 
sixth of a projected eight-station 
Statewide network. Authorizations 
had previously been issued for ed- 
Ucational outlets in New York City, 
Albany, Buffalo, Rochester and 
Binghamton. 

, including the noncommercials, 
ie total of TV stations authorized 
Since the lifting of the freeze last 
spell now stands at 60. Thus,>in 
ss than three months since proc- 


‘Continued on page 43) 





Kopf’s TV on Wheels 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
Even when he’s driving to 
and from the office, Chi NBC 
veep Harry Kopf is as close to 
WNBQ’s Channel! 5 as the rear 
of his car. As a gag chief en- 
gineer Howard Luttgens rigged 





MY 


CRIME” 








i 


PROBE OF TV | 
SHIFTS TO NLY. 


| 

Congressional subcommittee in- 
vestigating AM and TV program- 
ming and advertising played a 
panel game called “What’s My 
Crime?” yesterday (Tues.) in New 
York and quizzed NBC veepee 
Charles R. Denny, Jr., on crimel- 
lers and alleged commercial ex- 
cesses. 

Denny, who told the committee 
his background in the Justice De- 
partment and as chairman of the 
FCC, stressed that control over 
radio-tele content is the broad- 
casters’ responsibility and must re- 
main in their hands. Melvin L. 
Gold, prez of the National TV Film } 





| Council, similarly urged that “no| 
| legislation could add to thé high) 
- | standards” 


bankrollers, 
and networks adhere to. 

Committee’s questioning stressed 
that the most numerous com- | 
plaints it has received concerned | 
the repetitiousness, length and/| 
lack of taste of beer and cigaret 
plugs. It also covered blue humor 
and the prevalence of violence. 

Denny presented his case in a 
prepared statement which said 
that good taste cannot be legis- 
latéd, but must grow from an “in- 
ner awareness and a continuing 
resolve to operate in the public in- 
terest.” He said that broadcasters 
“have this resolve, have taken sys- 
tematic action on the matter” and 
have the determination and ability 
to “keep their own house in or- | 


agencies 





-, 
a 


ABC, UPT in Joint 


Findings Cite 





Benefits Stemming From Merger 


Masterminding 

Something new in closed- 
circuit TV manipulation has 
been evolved at NBC, whereby 
the daily editing of all the net- 
work’s news films can hence- 
forth be masterminded from 
N. Y.’s Radio City headquar- 
ters, miles distant from the 
film laboratories. 

Ail the processing for films 
used on the web’s various TV 
news shows is done at the old 
RKO-Pathe building on 106th 
St.. N. Y¥. But by means of 
specially laid cable, Davidson 
Taylor, Jr:, NBC-TV’s news 
chieftain, can view all the un- 
cut film and participate in the 
editing through the simple ex- 
pedient of turning on a set 
in his midtown Manhattan 
office. 








ABC Talking Ads 


As a Kickoff For 


Radio Promotio 


ABC's fall promotion campaign, 
is built 


up a battery-powered TV set der.’ 


| which kicks off Oct. 1, 





for his boss’ car, which under a 
state law banning auto video, 
had to be installed in the 
trunk. 

Kopf, a fight fan, road tested 
the set last week when he 
found he wasn’t going to make 
it up to his home in Evanston 
in -time to watch the Pabst 
bout. So he pulled up to a 
filling station, parked the car, 
opened the trunk and dialed in 
the bout. 

Reception was perfect on the 
CBS-TV beamed show. To 
square matters, Kopf also used 
the car set to watch the Fri- 
day night bout on NBC-TV. 


‘Hot Potatoes On 
Chi TV Council's 
Six-Pomt Agenda 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
The Chicago Television Council, 





| going into the new season with a 
--new slate of officers and a new 
(board of directors, voted approval | 
cludes W. F. MeLaughlin’s (Manor | 


of a six-point plan at its meeting 


last week which is expected to 
spark a great deal of fireworks 


‘once the proposals get circulated 


around the ingustry here. 

Included in the blueprint previ- 
ously drafted by the new board 
and tentatively okayed at the mem- 
bership meeting were such con- 
troversial matters as a suggestion 
that all Chi TV stations subscribe 
to the National Assn. of Radio- 
Television Broadcasters’ video code 
of conduct; that the organization 
work out a resolution banning 
marathon commercials, and that 
the Council lend aid and support 
to a Windy City educational sta- 
tion. 

The proposals were outlined by 
WNBQ program director George 


/around a “talking advertisement” 
NBC-TV’s Record |concept. Print ads use “balloons” 
Denny screened a film summary | to get the effect of conversation 
of 60 NBC-TV programs, showing and on-the-air plugs use the same 
a variety of cultural and informa- | kind of conversation approach. 
tional subjects covered in the net’s| Mitchell De Groot, ABC ad-pro- 
schedule, including classical music,| motion chief, said that the cam- 
opera, ballet, religious programs, | paign was designed to meet these 
discussion forums, political de-| requirements: (1' Fit the budgets 
bates, Presidential conventions, | of affiliates: (2) be flexible enough 
drama, news, science and history.| so that both the network and the 
He argued, “If we offer people op-| affiliates can use the same mate- 


portunities to develop their tastes | rial; (3) all ads having a “family | 


and broaden their interests, they | resemblance” providing continuity 
will respond. One of the ways we and station identification; (4) per- 
reach them is through their com-| mit the network ads to be adapted 
mon interest in being entertained. ! for the station’s own local shows; 
Broadcasting cannot do its job by| and (5) permit the station to adver- 
meeting the lowest common de-|tise its cali letters strongly, and 
nominator of taste.” not merely the programs. 





Heinemann, newly-elected Council 


NBC exec said that of the web’s 
mail, 69° was critical in the first 


half of 1951, but that only 3.8% | 


was critical in the same period of 
52. He said he feels “we’re mak- 
ing progress.” Queried about the 
most frequent audience beef in ’51, 
Denny answered that it was “cos- 
tuming”—low necklines, etc.—but 
that this problem no longer is in- 
spiring big viewer gripes. 


Asked about the number of beer | 


sponsors on the skein, Denny said 
there were none on NBC-TV and 
only one on NBC-AM, “but I’m not 
saying we're happy about that.” 
He also ran down ‘the roster of 
cigaret bankrollers, adding that 
they backed worthy programs such 
as “Camel Newsreels” and “Robert 
Montgomery Presents.” 
Smoke Gets in Eyes 

Subcommittee chairman Oren 
Harris said that he had received 
complaints about ciggie commer- 
cials in which “smoke is blown out 
of the TV screen.” Later Rep. F. 
Ertel Carlyle (D., N. C.), who hails 
from a tobacco-growing state, said 


he saw nothing wrong in this and | 


(Continued on page 38) 


SEGAL NIXES ‘OMNIBUS’ 





FORD FOUNDATION NOD. 


Although he’s still contractually 
committed to ABC-TV. where last 
season he produced and directed 


prez, and were over whelmingly | the widely-kudosed “Celanese TV 
approved through a secret ballot | Theatre,” Alex Segal remains with- 
by the 40 members present. Mem-| out an assignment, with the web 
bers not present at last week’s still lacking a major dramatic show- 
meeting will be given an opportu- | case, 
nity to vote on the proposals at the Radio-TV Workshop of the Ford 
October meeting. Foundation made overtures to Se- 
Although the plan advanced by | gal to take over production reins 


| Accerding to De Groot, meeting 
| the affiliates’ needs on these-points 
|ensures that the stations, which 
foot the ad bill, will go out and 
| buy space to promote the network 
_airers. The conversation theme is 
| built around eight pictures of two 
| people talking; women to women, 
| kids to kids, men to men, husband 
| to wife, etc. Above each of the pic- 


(Continued on page 38) 





Politicos Tailoring 
Hookups for Radio; 





| The political parties are tailor- 
| the radio hookups they buy, select- 
ing certain outlets and bypassing 
others, which is causing the net- 
works some trouble. 

The webs feel that the politicos 
‘may be doing some shrewd station 
selecting, eliminating the big cities 
when a spokesman is wooing the 
farmers, dropping Southern affil- 
iates when the fair employment 
practices issue is discussed, etc. 

In one case, the national com- 
mittee of the party knocked several 
cities off the hookup, and the local 
committee decided to pay for the 
pickup itself. That raised the prob- 
lem as to whether the time would 
be paid for at the national rate or 
the local rate. 





9 e 7. 
Hageman’s Cincy Shift 
Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 
Dick Hageman, who sprouted to 
local popularity as am emcee on 
| WKRC AM and TV stations, has 
been granted permission by Hul- 





Set Specific Sectors 


the new regime wasn’t designed to 
deliberately stir up controversy but 
rather to get the all-industry tele 
outfit off and running on a dynamic 


in connection with the upcoming | bert Taft, Jr., chief of those opera- 


“Omnibus” series on CBS-TV, but | 
Segal rejected the offer. Had the | 
deal materialized, ABC would have | 


tions, to break a contract and hop 
to Crosley’s WLW-T Dec. 15. 


Washington, Sept. 23. 

{| Merger of ABC with United 
Paramount Theatres will provide 
|“a potent contribution to the com- 
| petitive development of network 
| broadcasting, particularly in the 
|emerging television art,’’ the FCC 
| was told yesterday (Mon.) in joint 
| findings filed by the companies in 
|connection with the Paramount 
| package proceedings. 

| Merger, said ABC and UPT, will 
have these beneficial results: 

| 1. It will enable the merged 
company (American Broadcastinzg- 
| Paramount Theatres) to provide ef- 
fective competition expected from 
separation in 1941 of the old 
“Blue” Network (now ABC) from 
NBC 

| 2 It will provide ABC with 
capital needed to take program 
|risks and expand its programming 
| te compete more effectively with 
| NBC and CBS, 

| 3. By creating greater competi- 
tion, it will in turn stimulate NBC, 
| CBS, DuMont and Mutual to better 


| programming. 


4. It will give AB-PT diversified 
sources of revenve a’ong with other 
| radio and TV networks. 

5. It will bring to ABC showman- 
ship “proven managerial ability” of 
| UPT and financial resources “indis- 
| pensable for the maintenance of a 
| third network in the TV industry. 

Merger will create no monopoly 
problems, findings declared, inas- 
much as AB-PT “will have in every 
area in which it operates vigorous 
| and substantial competition in each 
|medium involved.” Further, com- 
panies maintained, this competition 
“precludes any possibility of de- 
, basement of any of the media or 
| the manipulation of one for the ad- 
|vantage of the other and assures 
that. AB-PT will assert itself 
|strongly and vigorously to the 





| benefit of the public.” 


Declaring that network business 
“does not readily attract the in- 
fusion of uew competitive blood.” 
the companies to!d the commis- 


Univ. of Minn.’s 
Gridcast ‘Don'ts’ 


Although the Univ. of Minnesota 
is imposing stringent restrictions 





|in connection with the play-by-play 


broadcasting of its football games 
from Memorial Stadium this fall, 
the contests again will be aired by 
WCCO, WLOL and WTCN of the 
Twin Cities and WDSM, Duluth, 
as well as the university's own non- 
commercial station. Also, a num- 
ber of outstate stations will have 
the games relayed to them. 
For the privilege of broadcasting 
the five home games directly, the 
commercial stations must pay the 
university on the basis of their 
last published highest daytime na- 
tional rate. For an AM station con- 
tracting for all of the five games, 
as WCCO, WLOL, WTCN and 
WDSM are doing. it’s the two-hour 
rate with a minimum charge of 
$200 per game, and for an FM sta- 
tion it’s the one-hour rate and a 
minimum $100 charge. 

The university also will derive 


(Continued on page 43) 


LEVENSON DICKERING 
FOR ABC-TV PROGRAM 


Sam Levenson is negotiating a 
deal with ABC-TV, with possibility 
he may go into the Sunday 6:30 
to 6:45 p.m. period, preceding the 
Walter Winchell quarter-hour 
telecast. 

Move, too, would be predicated 
on Levenson obtaining a release 
from his present CBS-TV contract. 
Comedian has been anxious to 
break loose from his present coim- 
mitment to Columbia, because o/ 








The change was announced by 





the web’s failure to slot him in hi 


program this fall and winter, seV-| released him from his year-to-go | John T. Murphy, Crosley TV vice| own show. He continues, of course 





(Continued on page 38) contract. 
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president. 


with “This Is Show Business.” 
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TELEVISION REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 24, 1952 





LIFE WITH LUIGI 

With J. Carroll Naish, Alan Reed, 
Jedy Gilbert, Ken Peters, Joe 
— Sig Ruman; Lud Gluskin 
ore 


Producer: Cy Howard 
Director: Mac Benoff 
Writers: Benoff, Lou Derman 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 
GENERAL FOODS 
CBS-TV, from Hollywood 
(Benton & Bowles) 


CBS-TV has come up with an- 
other powerful addition to its al- 
ready well-muscled family of situ- 
ation comedies. Unless it stumbles 
on later laps, and the prospect 
seemingly is unlikely after the 
classy breakaway (22), Cy How- 
ard’s “Life With Luigi’”’ seems a 
cinch to sprint right up to the top 
10 winners’ circle. 

Switching from radio to televi- 
sion is always a tough hurdle, and 


it’s an especialiy tough hurdle for | 


situation series where the listeners’ 
sound—only notions of characters 
play such major roles. The best 
indication that the video version 
of Luigi and his friends has sur- 
mounted this obstacie with unusu- 
al success is that fact they appear 
on teevee like they sound on radio. 

This is not to say that the tele 
cycle is merely an AM show with 
Thanks to 


camercs turned on. 
truly fine acting jobs, headed by J. 
Carrol! Naish’s portrayal of the 


title role; standout production ac- | 


coutrements, including five sets no 
less, and errorless lensing, the ce- 


but segment filled the full dimen- | 


sions of the sight medium. Warmth, 
humor and wnderriding thread of 
respect for the immigrant groups 
characterized, which marked the 
AM treatment, comes through with 
plus drive on TV. 


As needs be, obvious care has, 
been taken in handling of Luigi, | 


slightly confused Italian immigrant 


who on this installment success- | 


fu'ly passed his citizenship test de- 
spite the machinations of his friend 
Pasquale, who’s trying to unload 
his out-sized daughter Rosa on the 
bewildered guy. Naish’s Luigi 
emerges not as a one-sided stereo- 
type, but as a many-faceted indi- 
vidual with a flair for getting him- 
self into jams on which laughs are 
hung. And there were yocks 
ap'enty on this first chapter—par- 
ticularly Luigi’s trip to the big 
city bank, where his naivete aH but 
throws a stuffy veepec. 
Supporting parts, although cer- 
tainly acceptable to the most sensi- 
tive, come closer to stock charac- 
terizations. Pasquale, done so ably 
by Alan Reed, looks likely to be- 
come a big TV figure. Jody Gil- 


bert as Rosa literally fills her as- | 


signment and will be good for lots 
of laugh mileage. But Ken Peters, 
as Olson, Joe Forte as Horowitz, 
and especiaily Sig Ruman.. as 
Schultz, this time anyway, were 
used primarily for broad dialect 
effect. 

All in all, the web and General 
Foods appear to have a lively hit. 

Dave. 


PRELUDE TO HIGH HOLIDAYS 

W'th Rabbi Herman E. Schaalma», 
Sam Siegel, John Ma'iow, Frank 
Babcock 

Director: Chalmers Marouis 

Writer: Francis Coughlin 

30 Mins.: Tues., 7 p.m. CDT 

DnVONT. from Chicago 
WGN-TV, the. originating sta- 

tion, and the DuMont network 

came through last week (16) with 

a fine example of religious pro- 


gramming, designed to acquaint 


members of other faiths with the) 


Hebrew religion. Half-hour was 


NCAA FOOTBALL (TCU-Kansas 
University) 
With Mel Allen, Russ Hodges, Bill 


Henry 
Director: Jack Mills, William Ben- 
nington ; 
Producer: Adolph J.. Schneider 
Saturdays; 3:45 p.m. 
GENERAL MOTORS 
NBC, from Lawrence, Kansas 








(Kudner) 
Switching from last season’s eX 
perimental status of collegiate: 


| football games telecasts, the Na- | 
tional Collegiate Athletic Assn. has 
given NBC the right this year to 
pipe the games to its full network | 
of 63 stations. The TV blackouts 
for some areas, which were used 
as NCAA’s control in its analysis | 
of the effect of TV on attendance, 
has been scrapped and with that 
goes one of the more controversial | 
factors in the NCAA setup. 

What effect the telecast had on' 
the opening game between Texas | 
Christian and Kansas might be 
gauged by the fact that Kansas’ 
Memorial Stadium, which holds 
38,000, was some 10,000 below ca- 
pacity. The disappointing attend- 
}ance may have also been due to 
the rain which fell right before 
game time. The full impact of TV 
on the stadium turnstiles will be 
mere accurately measured after 
NBC completes its schedule of il 
games winding up Nov. 29 with 
'the Army-Navy contest in Phila- 
delphia. 

The NBC staff did a crackerjack 
job of covering the TCU-Kansas 
fray. Although Kansas employed 
the deceptive T-formation, the 
| cameras were remarkably accurate) 
in keeping on the ball with medi- 
um length shots. A zoomar lens on 
the 50-yard line and two cameras 
on the 20-yard lines kept the view- 
er in the center of the action at all 
times. The closeups on the line 
work and the blocking, tackling 
and backfield maneuvers were pin- 
| pointed so clearly that the home 
| viewer undoubtedly saw more of 
the game than anybody else in the 
| Stadium, including the officials, 
| Sharp ptiay-by-play announcing 
|by Mel Allen kept pace with the 
| excellent camera work. Without 
| attempting to anticipate the quar- 
| terback calls, Allen cued the dialer 
| to the fine points of the game, par- 
| ticularly the line play. Bill Henry 
| supplied good supplementary color 
;commentary with Russ Hodges, 
still with the N.Y. Giants’ baseball 
| coverage, doing some of the Gen-| 
| eral Motors’ plugs via film. 

The major GM plugs were spot- 
ted appropriately during the time- 
|}outs but several five or 10-second 
icommercial clips were inserted 
during the huddles. These were 
| somewhat annoying. Helm. 


Se ee 











Joe E. Lewis may have gained 
only spotty laughs Sunday night 
(21) on “Toast of the Town” (CBS), 
but he was certainly laboring un- 
der a handicap. The vet comic is 
one of the funniest cafe entertain- 
ers around, with“the kind of ma- 
terial that one doesn’t do on TV’s 
family time—and that was the 
rub. Lewis Sunday night was a 
cleaned-up performer. 

The result was what looked like | 
a patchwork of scrubbed comedics | 
rustied up especially for the occa- | 
sion though Lewis’ uninhibited | 
personality and good humor were | 
always evident. 





U. S. A—11:59 

With Daniel J. Riesner, Thomas 
J. Curran, William F. Pfeiffer, 
Alger B. Chapman, Ray Ghent, 
John Crosson, Tom O’Hara, Paul 
Lipson, Margaret Stewart, Stew- 
art Bradley, Mitchell Agruss, 
Curtis Wheeler. 

Director: Wesley Kenney 

Writer: Howard Merrill 

30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m, 


Sustaining 
WABD, N. Y. 

Provocatively titled, “U. S. A.— 
—11:59” is produced and _ pre- 


sented by the N. Y. Republican 
County Committee to sell the na- 
tional ticket (Eisenhower - Nixon) 


|as well as local candidates. It’s ap- 


parently aimed at dissident Demo- 


lerats as well as the key independ- | 


ent voter who’s yet to make up his 


mind, or, having made it up for) 
the opposition can be persuaded | 


to change in favor of the GOP 
camp on or before Nov. 4. 

To work the pitch, the commit- 
tee assembled some of its most 


potent N. Y. area bigwigs for the 
initialer to serve as the panel. 
These were Thomas J. Curran, 
county chairman and secretary of 
N. Y. State; William L. Pfeiffer, 
state chairman, and Alger B. Chap- 
man, chairman of the Republican 
Committee for Eisenhower - Nixon 
and state tax commissioner. The 
moderator for the series is Daniel 
J. Riesner, the county org’s secre- 
tary. Tossing the questions at the 
panel after establishment of topics 
dramatized via, vignettes, montages 
and films were three N. Y. news- 
papermen, in the World-Telegram 
& Sun’s Ray Ghent, Daily News’ 
John Crosson, and Herald 
Tribune’s Tom O'Hara. 

As events turned out,.the lead- 
ins to the setting of the stage plus 
the dramatizations themselves (by 
a small cast) carried greater 
strength than the q. & a. portions, 
some of which, besides being long- 
winded, had a tendency to veer 
from the subject at hand. The 
plain fact is that the forepart’s 
documentary style gimmick, with 
the: necessary expansion, could 
have stood by itself sans the studio 
interview, to the advantage of the 
whole setup. Moderator Riesner 
proved a poised, slick conferencier. 


The playlets, each given in suc- | 


cession after “don’t change ad- 
ministrations” lampoonery by a 
thesp in sharp closeup, pertained 
to the Korean war, Government 
corruption and the high cost of 
living. Only the latter, set in 
a food emporium, struck an un- 
realistic note in .the proprietor’s 
pat way of discouraging a house- 
frau from buying costly meat cuts, 
etc. Trau. 





Tele Follow-Up Comment 





up the string of performers with 
his intro of Look mag’s award- 
winners for outstanding baseball 
ing, namely Phil Rizzuto, Bobby 
Shantz, Allie Reynolds, Yogi Berra, 
Ferris Fain, Hank Bauer and 
Mickey Mantle. A dog was introed 
here, too, in some vague connec- 
tion with this portion of the show, 
but the only thing that could be 
guessed at from this bit was that 
the canine, by his chortling, was 
a 

ok had not given an award. 

A speedy display of acrobatics 
and assorted balancing was socked 
over by the bill’s closers, the Van 


disgruntled umpire to whom} 


|deVeldes, two-man, two-woman 
}unit. It was an unusual spot for 
|this kind of turn, invariably an 
}opening act, but it served to get 





Edith Piaf, aided by some nice 
lighting, socked over with her 
| dramatic flair for selling a French 


aired in cooperation with the Chi-| $0". Doubling from the Versail- 








cago Federation of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 
Thanks to adroit, yet simple, TV 
framing by the WGN-TV crew un- 
der Chalmers Marquis’ direction, 
and a_ well-round’ explanatory 
script penned by Francis Cough- 
lin, much of the true flavor of the 
age-old Hebrew observances mark- 
ing the span. between’ Rosh 
Heshana and Yom Kippur was cap- 
tured. The various chants and 
rayers were led by Rabbi Herman 
. Schaalman, with a studio con- 
gregation making the responses. 
Music was supplied by an excel- 
lently balanced chorus under the 
direction of Max Janowski. 
Without undue dramatization, 
the moral abstractions of the faith 


were brought down to a personal, | 


specific level through the device of 
training the camera on actor Sam 
Siegel’s face as he meditated on 
the meaning of the “Al 
while actors John Mallow and 
Frank Babcock read ar off-screen 
dialog on the Hebrew concepts of 
good and evil as they apply to the 
present. It was a moving scouence. 
Dave. 


Chet,” | 





les nitery, the Gallic songstress 
;|did two numbers in what was a} 
| repeat performance for her on this’ 
| Show. 
| In Ed Sullivan’s constant (and | 
| successful) attempt to inject show- 
/‘manship and new ideas, there 
were also the Balinese dancers, 
currently playing the Fulton Thea- 
tre, The native Balinese 
troupe went over in two appear- 
ances. They were a distinctly un- 
{usual entertainment for TV, 
though on, perhaps, a trifle too 
long. They were backed by their 
native Gamelan orchestra. Pre- 
senting them on TV, incidentally, 
was a special novelty in that here 
was a native troupe, never before 
off their islands, suddenly thrust 
on magical television 12,000 miles 
away from home! 

Pat O’Brien failed to project the | 
late Bert Williams’ masterful | 
sense of pantomime in the latter’s | 
“Poker” turn, being frozen-faced 
in this as well as his “What Is a 











| Girl?” reading. He looked as se- 


rious as Rockne sending out Notre 
Dame in a last-half rally for War- 
ner Bros. 


Sullivan as emcee helped break 


the show off effectively. Kahn. 





Although the criminal career of 
master bank robber Willi2 Sution 
no doubt offers excellent material 
for a TV mystery show, “Gang- 
busters” missed the boat on NBC- 
TV Thursday (18). For in present- 
ing the first episode in a trilogy 
on Sutton, the Phillips H. Lord 
package emerged as a hodge-podge 
of sequences that were poorly 
written and ineptly performed. 

“Authentic highlights” drama- 
tized on the opening session were 
Sutton’s $130,000 holdup of a 
Broadway jewelry store in 1930, 
his interview of a bank guard to 


secure information on alarm sys-| 


tems and his seizure in a Childs’ 
restaurant after the moll of a con- 


| federate fingered him indirectly. 
Despite use of a documentary | 


technique, the film seldom was be- 
lievable. Jay Novello, who physi- 
cally resembles Sutton, did a fair 
job in portraying the criminal. 
However, that much can’t be said 
for the direction and supporting 
players. If the police are as dumb 
as the sleuths appeared to be on 


Gilb, 


KNOW YOUR CANDIDATES 
With Mrs. Samuel Gale, Richard 

Kozelka, Mrs. Clyde Russ, Rich- 

ard Kleeman, John. E. O’Hara 
Producer-director: Bili. Metchnek 
15 Mins:; Wed. 4 p.m. 

Sustaining 
WCCO-TV, Minneapolis 

Since Sept. 10, WCCO-TV has 
been performing a commendable 
public service by staging these 15- 
minute daily shows which permit 
setowners to see and hear nomi- 
nees for public office give their 
views under the competent query- 
ing of a representative panel guid- 
ed by a moderator. Presented in 
conjunction with the non-partisan 
League of Women Voters, each 
{show brings before the camera a 
candidate from the gubernatorial 
| level as far down the scale as time 
permits. 

With the candidate telling why 
he believes he’s qualified for the 
cffice and why he thinks he merits 
'a vote and what he stands for and 
proposes to do if elected, the voter 
|is enabled to size him up from his 
; words, appearance 
| bearing. 





Samuel Gale, 


prominent 


| League of Women Voters, was the | ice 


moderator and the panel comprised 
Richard Kozelka, a University of 
|Minnesota professor; Mrs. Clyde 
| Russ, a prominent clubwoman, and 
Richard Kleeman, Minneapolis 
| Morning Tribune assistant city edi- 


j 


| tor. Their questions drew out from 
jthe candidate, John E. O’Hara, 
| Farmer Labor state treasurer nom- 
jinee, his qualifications and _ his 
| stands on various matters affecting 
the office’s conduct. 

Mrs. Gale and the panel mem- 
|bers carried out their tasks ca- 
pably and the show moved smooth- 
ly. O'Hara, however, seemed to 
have considerable trouble in ex- 
|pressing himself and making him- 
| self clear on technical propositions. 
If elected, he said, his principal 
task would bé to convince the state 
legislature that the office should 
be made appointive, instead of 
elective, with the governor em- 
powered to select a person best 
qualified. 

It seems regrettable that the 
show can’t be scheduled in the 
early evening when more male 
voters could catch it. At least, 
however, it should make for more 
intelligent feminine ballot casting 
if enough of the fair sex tune in 
on it. And maybe the gals will in- 
| Struct the boys. Rees. 








BEN TUCKER’S STARLET 
REVUE 
With Tedd Lawrence, Dr. Marie 
Moser, others 
Producer-director: Sid Robbins 
15 Mins.; Wed., 5:15 p.m. 
HUDSON BAY FUR Co. 
WOR-TV, from New York 
“Ben Tucker’s Starlet Revue” 
has the elements te make a pleas- 
ant tele show but they didn’t jell 
on preem show Wednesday (17). 
Format is hinged on moppet tal- 
ent and fashions and if biended 
properly could work into okay fare 
for children and parent. Opener, 
however, got off on the wrong 
foot by seemingly careless plan- 
ning and coordination. Everyone 
connected with the show, in front 
or behind camera, impressed as 
being unsure of what was to be 
done or said making for uncom- 
fortable viewing. Better planning 
and more rehearsal time probably 
could straighten out these flaws. 
The tyro talent displayed on 
opener was appealing and the 


young fashions modelled held 
| some interest. Dr. Marie Moser, 
who interviewed stylist Laura 


Newman, added little to the seg- 
ment by sticking to fashion copy 
Dr. Moser’s bit could be 
developed into an important fea- 
ture for the parent who’s worry- 
ing about the children’s wardrobe. 
Tedd “Lawrence had tittle more to 
do than emcee the 15-minuter and 
deliver the Hudson Bay Fur spiels. 
He handled it nicely but the com- 
mercials are strictly for the grown- 
ups and are bound to drive the 
young viewers away. Gros. 


cliches. 





FOOTBALL SCOREBOARD 
With Jim McKay 
Director: Frank Moriarty 
15 Mins.; Sat., 6:15 p.m. 
WCBS-TV, from New York 
Sportscaster Jim McKay, who 
handles the six-a-week “Sports of 
the Night” series on WCBS-TV, 
launched his “Football Score- 
board” Saturday (20) in neat 
reportial style. Series, which’ll 
run through the pigskin season, 
has McKay covering the nation’s 
major grid tilts as well as the 
small college battles in the New 
York area. 
McKay's personable manner and 
| topflight patter delivery gave the 
He rat- 





| Session plenty of appeal. 
| tled off the scores at machine gun 
| pace but managed to slip in a lit- 
| lle inside info on the college, 
;coach or players. Imaginative 
| Camerawork, which moved fluidly 


|this show, no wonder Sutton was | : 
lable to°fGll the tons S|from McKay to scoreboard, held 


; . . 
i viewer interest, Gros. 


KUP’S COLUMN ON TV 
With Irv Kupcinet 
Producer: Ben Ades 
Director: Jim Holmes 
15 Mins.; Mon-thru-Fri., 11 p.m. 
MANHATTAN MOTORS 
WBKB, Chicago 
(Ades) 

After some abortive attempts to 
do an Ed Sullivan as a variety 
show emcee, Sun-Times columnist 
Irv Kupeinet is. now showcasing 
his talents to best advantage on 
this nightly roundup of behind. 
the-scenes news, topped off with a 
celeb interview. 

With the best developed pipe. 
lines in town, plus his rep in show 
biz and political circles, the scribe 
has no trouble knocking off 15 
minutes of broadly _ interesting 
| gab, sandwiched around a chinning 
| bee with a top personality. Much 
|more at ease in his natural news. 
|man role, Kup romps through this 
| assignment in fine style. 

Plus a bundle of topical items, 
nging from Hollywood to Man- 





Ira 


and general | hattan, columnist had Sonja Henie 


|on board for segment viewed (15), 


On this particular show, Mrs. | She flashed her trademarked smile 
in the | and worked in a hefty plug for her 


revue, currently appearing 


here. Dave. 


TODAY AND TOMORROW 
With Frank Reynolds 
Director: Phil Ruskin 

i5 Mins.; Sun., 3:2¢ p.m. 
Sustaining. 

WBKB, Chicago 


With weekend TV news pro- 
grams few and far between on the 
local scene, WBKB has launched 
this midafternoon headline and 
commentary ereree delivered by 
Frank Reynolds. It’s strictly a gabe 
ber-plus-desk-and-mike setup with 
no visual trimmings but neverthe- 
less goes a long way toward filling 
the Sunday news void. 

Reynolds, on version viewed 
impressed as a highly come 
petent spieler, capable of mov- 
ing from one yarn to another with 
just a quickie glance at his copy, 
Final half of the show is given over 
to spontification on various issue¢ 


|of the day. Here again Reynolds 


showed he'd done his homework 
thoroughly. 

The commentary dealt with the 
question as to how effective in ine 
fluencing the voters are the politi- 
cal campaigns just now getting un- 
derway. He pointed out that most 
of the major newspapers had al- 
ready picked their candidates and 
argued that this indicated that the 
editors feel that the campaign 
speechifying still to come will have 
little meaning in proving the worth 
of the two presidential slates. I€ 
was a well-developed presentation 
and the sort of thing that garners 
attention over and above the mere- 
scanning of the news front. 

Dave, 





SPEAKING PERSONALLY 
With Eric Linklater 

15 Mins., Sat, (6), 9:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 

BBC, from Edinburgh 


Author-playwright Eric Linklater 
made his TV bow. on this program, 
telecast direct from Edinburgh stue 
dios on the national network. He 
made an unusual admission for an 
author of his rep, that he had never 
personally seen television working 
and spoke as a man rather amused 
that viewers at home could see him, 
His talk was witty and provocative, 
covering activities of the Edin- 
burgh Festival. Setting was a lit- 
erary man’s desk, with books and 
various literary paraphernalia 
around. 

_ Linklater tried hard to give the 
impression that he was not reading 
from a note guide, but failed here. 
In his talk, he broke the BBC rule 
that there must be -no advertising, 
mentioning on three occasions the 
Scot national morning journal, The 
Scotsman, He was introduced by 
kilted announcer Alastair MclIn- 
tyre, who looked too glowering an 
serious under the camera lights. 
Program had major interest for 
Festivalities and the literati. 
Gord. 





YOUR RESERVED TABLE 
With Del Moore, Anne Howard 
Producer: Bill Mason 
Director: Philippe deLacy 
Writer: Bill Mason 
6 Mins.; Sat., 11 p.m. 
TV ASSN. 
KTTV, Hollywood 

Optimistically billed beforehand 
as a “brand new night club re 
view,” this late-hour effort turn$ 
out to be about as messy an hour 
of TV as has been seen in this area 
since the medium’s early day# 
Little more than a string of amae 
teur acts woven in between blurbs, 
“Table” lacks everything a pro- 
gram should have except pitches. 
M.C. Dei Moore, loaded down with 
43 blurbs, tries to sell everything 
frem vitamins to cars, with the 
amateurs apparently on hand to 








give him a breathing spell between 
commercials, Daku. 
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STUDIO ONE 
(The Kill) 


JIMMY DURANTE SHOW 
(All Star Revue) 


With Dick Foran, Nina Foch, Grace With Margaret Truman, Phil Har- 


Kelly, Lynn Lering, Allan De- 


ris, others 


vitt, Paul Langten, Carl Frank, | Producer-Director: Joseph Stanley 


Frank Marth, Don 
pee Mitchell, Joe Maross, 


Hanmer, | Writers: Charles Isaacs, Jack Elin- 


son 


Harry Townes, Arthur Junalu-| 60 Mins., Sat., 8 p.m. 
| Participating 


, Jim Coots 
hewn Donald Davis, Dorothy 
Mathews 
Director: Franklin Schaffner 


NBC-TV, from Hollywood 
Jimmy Durante, in his season’s 


opener for the NBC-TV Saturday 


Adapted by Reginald Rose from night “All Star Revue,” put on a 
Owen Cameron novel | personal performance that can be 


60 Mins.: Men., 10 p.m. 
WESTINGHOUSE | 
CBS-TV, from N.Y... 
(McCann-Erickson ) 
CBS-TV’s “Studio One,” one of 
the first major hour-long dramatic 
shows on video, returned for its 
fifth seasonsMonday night (22) with 
a show that held maximum inter- 
est mostly because it was off the 
beaten track for TV. A_ western 
meller about a manhunt titled “The 
Kill.” the yarn was reminiscent of 
the -tamed “Ox-bow Incident.” As 
adapted by Reginald Rose for TV, 


labeled a gem. The Schnozzola, in 
company with Margaret Truman 
and Phil Harris, parlayed the ses- 


| sion into a constant flow of laughs. 


the show had its drawbacks but | 


generated considerable L 
because of the fine production and 


suspense | 


direction work and the standout | 


cast. 

Dick Foran, 
plaved a hot-headed western farm- 
er unjustly accused of murdering 
the youngest member of a family 
with whom he was feuding over 
rights to a water hole. In a deft 
portrayal of mob fury, the rest of 


' 


the family sparked the neighbors | 


into setting out to kill Foran. Nina 
Foch, as the wife of one of the 


other brothers, was cast as a lustful | 


dame who gave Foran his first clue 
on the real killer. Posse’s hunt for 
the star, taking place in authentic- 
looking western scenery, came off 
well but the punch was somewhat 


| 


It was terrific comedy and a charm- 
ing period. 

The Schnoz can virtually do no 
wrong in this medium. The Dur- 
anteisms were in top form. He’s a 
sock entertainer from any angle. 

However, there were some res- 
ervations about the show in its en- 
tirety. Durante should start in 


with a new opening number. He’s | 


been using “Starting Each Day 
with a Song” to open the “All 
Star” since he came into video. A 
new tune in that spot would height- 
en the variety. 

Another important phase of the 
show was the miscue of the two 


in the lead role. top names assisting him. Miss Tru- 


man has deyeloped into an ex- 
tremely able performer. Her sense 
of timing is now excellent. She’s 
charming enough even for GOP 
viewers. Unfortunately. she was 
given too little to do. Her major 
sequence showed good sportsman- 
ship and she was completely dis- 
arming. 

Phil Harris, an important radio 
personality. indicated a great po- 
tential on teevee. He has a dom- 
inant personality, an item which 
caused Durante to ask “whose show 
is this?’”’ He’s an extremely capa- 


dulled by a cornfed denouement. | ble sight entertainer as well. Even 

Foran, Miss Foch and Grace| forgiving him the fact that he 
Kelly, latter as Foran’s young wife, | muffed an important line and the 
came up with generally good per-| rendition of his single song sound- 
formances to top the lengthy cast. | ed as though he had a mouthful of 
Don Hanmer, as the killer, and | marbles, he left little doubt that 
Paul Langton, as Foran’s longtime | video was cut out for him. 


friend who turned against him, 


There were few new gimmicks 


were good in the lead supporting to start Durante off. He enlarged 


roles, with Allan Devitt. 


Carl| the conscience puppets to include 
Frank, Frank Marth, George Mitch-| one for Miss Truman, 


and two 


ell, Joe Maross, Harry Townes, Ar-| dolls, each representing his good 


thur Junaluska, Jim Coots 
moppet Lynn Loring turning 
competent performances. 


and | and bad side. The Club Durant bit 
in| with Eddie Jackson came off ex- 


ceedingly well as did the various 


Franklin Schaftner’s direction of | Sketches which included a ship 
both the cast and cameras was top-| launching scene. 


drawer. Producers Donald Davis 


| 


Joseph Santley. producer direc- 


and Dorothy Mathews backed the | tor of the layout, kept the pace 


show with the fine production 
mountings for which “Studio One” 
has became known. Sets, musical 
backing and other accoutrements 
were all on the credit side. 

Betty Furness, as usual, pitched 
the Westinghouse blurbs in socko 
fashion. Stal. 


ROLFE’S SCRAPBOOK 
With Rolfe Peterson 
Producer-Director: Alden Richards 
30 Mins., Fri., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KSL-TV, Salt Lake City 

Despite the fact that show biz is 
about as unpredictable as anything, 
it’s still possible sometimes to see 
an unknown and say, “this guy’s 
going places.” That's the first re- 
action to Rolfe Peterson. 

A tall M. A. from Columbia U. 
and former English teacher at 


his work that stamps him as a pos- 
sible future TV -topnotcher. 

“Scrapbook” is built around 
showing of “Film Music Hall Var- 
leties,” three minute musical num- 
bers that are strictly on the corny 
Side. Peterson introduces them 
and makes no effort at treating 
them too seriously. 


cull, he carries on an easy going 
line of chatter spiced liberally with 
humor that. is Strictly on the 
smooth and «somewhat  sophisti- 
Cated side. He deadpans -his way 
through the whole show and when 
ie lets go with a gag either you 
Bet it or you don’t. He doesn’t 
eat you over the head for a laugh. 
Session caught opened with 
some talk about his new suit and 
included a pantomime of a record- 
ed song and an interview with 
Ha midget car racing drivers. 
“ Interview stint highlighted 
What a slick operator he is. In- 
Stead of its being the usual deadly 
bore, Occasional well timed quips, 
pen hy angled queries and a gen- 
a ‘ Casual approach to the whole 
ling made it an interesting break. 
ite npoet ty really has a problem on 
enpeands. As Peterson gets more 
_ rience he’s bound to get even 
—" and that will mean the sta- 
~4 Will lose him to bigger time. 
. ‘rector-producer Richards 
an tie Most of Peterson's type 
Me lane He uses the same sort 
ig vlightly offbeat technique with 
lis ‘camera that Peterson uses with 
> ‘umor. The result is the best 
ha uhour of its kind put on local- 
y. Berl. 


Working almost entirely off the | 


moving rapidly and the proceed- 


ings on a laugh-laden level. Jose. 

| HERMAN HICKMAN 

| (Football Roundup) 

‘With Herman Hickman, Chuck 
Conerly, Andre Baruch 


| 


| Yale 





| Hickman 


PONTIAC 


115 Mins.; Sat. Nite 


| 


NBC-TV, from New York 
(McManus, John & Adams) 
Herman Hickman, the Tennessee 
behemoth, is just.so jolly reading 
football scores that it’s almost a 
pleasure to listen to him, except, 
of course, if your team is on the 
wrong side of the score. He is so 
jolly even reading an upset score 
that you’d never for a moment 
think that this is the same bone- 
crusher of a great Tennessee U. 
team of two decades ago. Or did 
laugh his way to All- 


| American fame? : 
Brigham Young U., Peterson in- | 
Jects a distinctive personality into | 


At any rate, in the opening show 
of his new deal with NBC—for 
which he recently departed his 
coaching chores—Hickman 
read a few scores, interviewed the 


MARTIN & LEWIS SHOW 
With Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis, 


orch, others 
Producer - director: 
Glucksman 
TV Director: Bud Yorkin 
Executive Producer: Sam Fuller 
60 Mins., Sun., 8 p.m. 
COLGATE 
NBC-TV, from Hollywood 
(Bates, Sherman & Marquette) 
NBC-TYV last Sunday (21) brought 
forth its biggest comedy artillery 
—Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis— 
to get the Sunday night “Cotgate 
Comedy Hour” off the ground for 
the third season. A few more like 





ithis one, however, and the tumult | 


|and shouting over the outstanding 
|show biz phenomenon of the era 
| may die down. 
| It could have been the zanies had 
been overdoing it this summer. To 
jall intents and , arposes, the idea 
| behind a summer hiatus is to per- 
|mait stars_to approach the new TV 
| semester with renewed freshness. 
M & L, on the other hand, when 
not grinding ‘em out on the Para- 
mount lot, were running wild all 
summer in and out of theatre and 
al fresco performances. Not that 
the boys betrayed their physical 
tiredness. If cwnything, Sunday 
night’s seasonal teeoff was as 
frantic as anything they’ve done. 
| But there was little else to accom- 
| pany the frenzy. 
| When a comic quips: “We teld 
|’em (NBC) we shouldn’t open the 
season,” or again puts the onus on 
his audience or the writers, in- 
variably there’s something wreng. 
It was wrong here, for the at- 
tempts to “laugh it up” at forgot- 
ten lines, miscues and unoriginal 
material that inevitably dissolved 
into slapstick of the bediam 
variety, at times made the viewer 
forget what an_ excruciatingly 
funny fella The Jerry can be. 
There was nothing the boys did 
here that they hadn’t done before 
—but with a_ difference. 
M & L are “repeat artists,” with 
the ability to pyramid their laughs 
and popularity with each succes- 
sive reprise of the same _ trade- 
marked zanyisms, has been more 
of a virtue than a detriment in 
their fabulous career — but only 
when they’re’ generating that 
spark, and when they’re getting 
an even adequate assist from their 
writers. Last Sunday, neither the 
spark nor the script assist were in 
evidence. It was one of the rare 
occasions on TV when the duo rode 
along on a “we-can-do-no-wrong” 
kite. 





Martin & Lewis vacationing in 
Italy on a visit to the former's 
family, and a wedding scene with 
L: wis as a Sherlock Holmes-at- 
tired sleuth protecting the silver- 
ware—seemed designed pure and 
simply for the slapstick curtain 
buildup. Not that they were de- 
void of laughs. Even a poor M & L 
show has its quota of Lewis comi- 
calities. But it could be that. Mar- 
tin & Lewis audiences have been 
conditioned to a 
boffs. 

Lewis’ encounter with a dead- 
pan moppet; the M & L bustup of 
a psychiatrist conference as the 
show’s opener; guestar Rosemary 
Clooney’s brace of vocals, and 
Martin’s cwn singing contribs pro- 
vided some pleasurable ———- 

ose. 


ARMED SERVICES FOOTBALL 
With Jim Simpson, Red Grange 
Producer: Judson Bailey 

Sat.; 1:45 p.m. to conclusion 





Rosemary Clooney, Dick Stabile | 


Ernest OD. 


!JACKIE GLEASON SHOW | TEXACO STAR THEATRE 

| With Louis Armstrong, Eileen Bar-| With Milton Berle; Martha Raye, 
ton, Art Carney, Mayo Bros.,| Dennis King, Bobby Sherwood, 
Marilyn Taylor Dancers, Audrey| Ala. Roth Orch, others 
Meadows, Zamah Cunningham, Director: Gregg Garrison 

| Joyce Randolph, Ray Bloch orch Writers: Goodman Ace, Aaron Ru- 


| Producer: Jack Hurdie ~_ ben, Arnoid Auerbach, Seima 
‘Director: Frank Satenstein | Diamond, Ray Golden, Jay 
|Writers: Harry Crane, Marvin: Burton 


| Marx, Walter Stone, Ray Allen, | 60 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m. 
Reuben Shipps, Arthur Phillips TEXACO 
| NBC-TV, from New York 


60 Mins.; Sat., 8 p.m. 
Participating 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 


| (Kudner ) 
Somewhere along about the mid- 


That 


Certainly the two major skits— |} 


succession of | 


t on ee oe die of the “Texaco Star Theatre” 
o . with som ss | , ks aa . 
than the full power of which he is | Premiere last Tuesday night (16) a 
capable and which generally | Somewhat befuddled Milton Berle 
marked his series on DuMont | commented: ‘Whatever became of 
he pee Meg Min Fenny: Be ig: ~ 'the Berle show?” It was one of the 
on pon el pte and especially most apt cracks on the program. 
a preem that seemed at times to| For somewhere along the line in 
| be racing against the clock, doesn’t | the widely-touted attempt to inject 
— a a ane nage hey Base © some adrenalin into the slipping 
oul og - -y ha up: dowed | Lexaco stanza, they forgot to make 
nr la click for less endowe Berle funny. 
Mayhap too much was expected | The only resemblance to be 
of the big guy at his CBS start af-| found in the “new Berle” show 
lter the buildup stemming from his | 0Ver Previous years are the posters 
being snared away from DuMont at | decorating the 49th St. side of the 
|a fancy hike in coin along with ex-|Center Theatre, N. Y. (originating 
panded production accoutrements, | Point for the show), which still 
‘That the bow was not entirely |Show the comic going through a, 
|from the top shelf can be account- | Series of the “old Berle er 
‘ed for by less worthy scripting of | For too many moments during last 


son’s & : ialties plus) W¢ek’s preem one couldn't help 
week anelepmamt af Genet acte . | wishing that the comedian would 


| The nifty pre-star intro-fantare | "evert back to em. 
with the sterling job by the Mari-| That something had to be done 
lyn Taylor Dancers (16) and a) bout the high-priced Texaco show 
‘quickie’ panto representation of | W@S apparent long before the cur- 
President Truman with an off- |tain rang down last season. Granted 
'sereen voice telling daughter Mar- | that single-handedly Berle, as un- 
|garet that, so sorry, he’d be look- disputed kingpin among TV comics 
ing in on Gleason instead of her | SP8nning four years, gave the me- 
slotting with Jimmy Durante (same | dium a bigtime stature. The fact 
\'time, NBC-TV), gave promise of a|Te™ains that by season's end, he 
|bright session never achieved ex- | WS barely edging into the Top 10 
cept in isolated spots. poe , sti tie 
| The promise still seemed on the 2 Bere ase DAS subsided as 
lroad to fulfillment upon Gleason's | the. Lucille Balls and the rival 
‘ : CBS-TV situation comedy formula 
| breezy entry in song and dance|tiok hold. NBC-TV stations, even 
accenting a mock soft-shoe and a|. eat abedl k mead 
couple of gags via the curtain |/", Single station markets such as 
For “hands” of “Joe Di- Pittsburgh, Kansas and Indianapo- 





. » hic | lis, served notice that they weren't 
is {| 2 A 

— ad on! ge picking up the Berle show this sea- 
son. So for-the “new Berle” they 

drastically altered the format to 
embrace situation comedy; _in- 
stalled a whole new set of writers, 
topped by Goodman Ace, who jus- 
tifiably rates as one of the alltime 


| ete. Here the segue was away 
| from the topper and into the siaall 
platform tapology, with splits and 
acre stuff, of the Mayo Bros.—a | 
solid turn but too early and too 
— in the standard vaude house | «+, ,gout wits in broadcasting, and 
at got into his “Poor Soul” | turned the directorial reins over 
characterization forthwith and did | to Gregg Garrison. 
his customary grade-A job. Sketch} The result was an entirely dif- 
was surrounded by some neat trim-| ferent but somewhat incongruous 
mings including a cake of ice, a| Berle—a Berle who for practically 
big Scout band running roughshod | 4 full hour found himself playing 
over his easel, shenanigans with a | S‘T2ight to guests Martha Raye and 
leop (Alan Carney) and reprised | Dennis King, orchestra leader Alan 
‘chuckle business with a beagle. It | Roth and Bobby Sherwood. If the 
‘ran too long. jintent was to throw the old Berle 
| Second skit was his standard, /0Ut the window and substitute a 
'“The Honeymooners,” with Audrey | restrained, sympathetic fall guy for 
|Meadows established in the Mrs.|the others, it succeeded. But in 
‘spot (vice Pert Kelton) as a fine|the process there were long 
‘foil for the master of the humbie |*tretches that were tiresome and 
domicile. ‘Here the top device for | few comedy moments that could be 
laughs was a billiard ball in a gen-.| !abelled sock. Certainly the dyed- 
erally meritorious stanza. Between | in-wool Berle fans won't be grati- 
these sketches were two vocais by; £2? by the outeeme, 
Eileen Barton who has been heard The Ace touches were apparent 
to better advantage, though the | throughout, even to the story line, 
songstress bears the stamp of per-| which had the show’s producer 
sonality. reading the riot act to Berle as 
Poorest showcasing framed Louis | he was cautioned to lay off the old 
Armstrong with his Dixieland | stuff and subsiitute sophistication 
quintet. Satchmo fronted in trum-|and refinement. Yet, ironically 
pet and vocal on “Kiss to Build a| enough, it was the “punch line” 
Dream On” but the second work- | switch, which found the producer 
out, on “That’s-a-Plenty,” was /| himself making like Berle with the 
thrown off via the P. S. trumpet | feet as he walked off stage, that 
participation of Gleason that made | Came as something of a welcome 
no sense and impaired the other- | respite. 
pee oi _—_ Armstrong jazz a enete was no gr the glib 
SES. s | Ace scripting contrib: the long list 
Third skit and windup’had the of screen credits that followed 














New York grid Giants’ Chuck 
Conerly on quart@rback maneuv- 
ers, and then plugged in the Kan- | 
sas U. coach, on TV, for some in- | 
side dope on the latter’s 13—0 de- 
feat just a few moments earlier of 
Texas Christian at Lawrence, 
Kans. Hickman’s TV-er followed 
NBC’s videocast of the game im- 
mediately afterwards. 


The pace of the show depends 
pretty much on the rapidity with 
which the scores roll off the ticker, 
and this is a wrong cue, since there 
doesn’t seem much else for Hick- 
man to do except ad lib football if 
the scores don’t come rushing 
through. On the opening show 
there was some out-of-focus film 
of the Yale victory over Connecti- 
cut, taken the same afternoon, and 
Hickman’s Yale _ partisanship— 


CO-OP 
CBS-TV, from Great Lakes, Il. 
With NBC-TV having grabbed 


CBS-TV is picking up service foot- 
ballers, It will offer NCAA rela- 
tively minor competition. Actu- 
ally, on the kickoff date Saturday 
(20) the two sportscasts were not 
directly opposite each other. since 
the Columbia show started a 


airer, and this situation is likely to 
be repeated during the season. 
The teams 


naval trainees, both of which have 
some ex-college stars 
archino, former San_ Francisco 
Forty-niner: Bucky Curtis, ex-Van- 
) derbilt; Odie Posey, of the Los An- 
with the over-emphasized plugs for| geles Rams; Gallie McCormack 
the new coach, Jordan Oliver—|(SMU) and Skippy Giancanelli, 
was much too obvious. Hickman from Loyola of L.A. However, it 





is now a reporter of sorts and must| was a onesided affair, with the) 


be more objective. In a 15-min- | S.D. eleven romping to an easy 
ute show there isn’t time for much | 36-0 victory over the midwest ag- 
beyond football scores. Perhaps gregation, scoring in every quar- 
reading the scores and discussing ter. Although Great Lakes had 
some of the more important games| some strong individuals, the team 
with an aide wouid be the sim- | lacked the coordination of the 
plest format rather than the cur- Coast unit. 

rent attempt to crowd the pro-, The service games lack the 
gram. | spark of long-standing traditional 


Andre Baruch did the commer-| feuds which should perk interest 
in the NCAA sked. Game was. 
played in a field, rather than ina 
packed stadium (as was the Kan- 
sas-Texas Christian game on NBC), 


cial, bringing out, in a Conerly in- 
terview, that the latter had a 
Pontiac, and so did many of the 
other Giants. Kahn. 


off the $3,000,000 National Collegi- , 
ate Athletic Assn. grid package, | 


couple of hours ahead of the NBC | 


in the CBS entry | 
were Great Lakes and San Diego) 


(Jim Mon-| 


buffoon in his Reggie Van Gleason 
character, this trip as an over-full- 





and Zamah Cunningham as a grand 
dame customer. 


| 


It was funny in a);My Show?”: 


Berle’s ‘“‘who can take my place?” 
crack; the introduction of a cigaret- 


dressed shoe salesman with Alan | size king; Berle’s threat (it could 
Carney as worried store proprietor | have some kidding-on-the-level) to 


start a panel show called “Where's 
the satirical ‘Mac- 


slapstick sort of way, with Gleason | beth” takeoff as Jack Webb would 
cavorting all over the emporium. | do it on “Dragnet” (as the follow- 


‘It was obvious here that show was 
running toward an overtime hitch, 
;and finished abruptly—production 
credits, etc., going by the board. 
|There was but one Schick com- 
mercial, this at the 8:40 or so 
mark. Show is SRO, with addi- 
tional clients set to come in later. 

There was never any doubt of 
Gleason’s stature as a_ physical 
comic and his previous scoreboard 
hints that he will head up better 
shows. That's an easy prophecy. 

Trau. 


| 


j 





and thus didn’t communicate as 
much tension as the NCAA offer- 
ing. 

Nevertheless, there were some 
good runs, intercepted passes and 
other plays that held interest. Lens- 
ing was good and play-by-play de- 
livered by Jim Simpson was com- 
petent. Color commentary by Red 
Grange, who as a former grid 
great was able to give some learned 
| explanations of field strategy, etc.. 
was topflight. There were severai 
plugs for recruiting. appeals for 
‘blood donations and similar mes- 
| sages and a drill demonstration be- 
ltween the halves. Bril. 


} 
| 
| 


up to a Dennis King soliloquy from 
“Macbeth” which seemed singular- 
ly out of kilter). But these were 
Goodman Aces. Writing them for 
Berle was something else again. 

Miss Raye, who wasn’t compelled 
to change, had her own shining 
moments, both in the vocal and 
clowning department. However, 
her major effort, extolling the vir- 
tues, pleasures and frustrations of 
show business, with accompanying 
background exposures, added up tc 
a big disappointment, with the 
camera distortions as a contribu- 
tory factor. 


As though to demonstrate that 
the “Uncle Miltie” appellation 
will never die, whatever the at- 
tempt to vest Berle with a mw 
personality, a couple of moppets 
from Jersey were brought on to- 
ward the finale to sing their en- 
dearments. It was rather mawkish. 

At the show’s close, the uncom- 
fortable feeling prevailed that, 
whatever the reasons for the Berle 
decline in popularity, you don’t 
make over a comic. Certainly not 
one whose trademarked comedics 
span nearly-three decades in show 
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spirited housewife and treadmill Hausfrau. It’s the 


5 ae NEVER SEEN Grace Matthews in 

magazines, movies, or television... but as radio’s \ 
“Big Sister,” her image is as clear as can be in the 
minds of her many listeners. They know her smile, 
her hair-do, her walk, the clothes she wears. 

And no listener would trade her own idea of “Sister” 


with any other. 


It’s the same with the millions of listeners to “Our 

Gal Sunday”...or “Young Dr. Malone’... or | 
“Aunt Jenny”...or 10 other daytime serials on 
CBS Radio. 


What listeners create from the things they hear is } 
what they’d like to buy. For people buy their 
own notions of what you’d like to sell—for their own 


special needs and wants. 


Bess ee se eee 


+ aetna. 


And so, through radio, through these Monday- 


re 
irs a a 
"a 


to-Friday dramas, a voice becomes a person...and 


a product comes into one’s own home. 4! 


All day long, radio is all through the home. It has 
a facile way of going wherever people go—of 


fitting most everything they do. 





Se ae aegis ea Sn nee ep ree 
Spee ea 20 


This happens with the greatest enjoyment—and 
advertising effectiveness—on CBS Radio. For here, 
daytime radio is not only the most popular 

serial drama—but it’s also Arthur Godfrey...the 
gayest music...the best news service...the most 


entered-into audience participation. 


It’s the kind of listening that livens up a day’s 


routine... that can make the difference between y 


kind of listening that last season gave CBS Radio 


nine of radio’s top ten daytime shows. They continue’ | 
into the new season, building images—and sales. a 
This fall you can easily tell where radio is at its best | i 
as a household medium: | u 
The weekday schedule on CBS RADIO t 


is completely sold out. - = | 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW: YORK CITY... 7 


mation of the Radio Executives Club. and American Tele- 
vidos deca into the Radio & TV Executives Club has been wrapped 
up ... Don Prindie and Sidney Reznick repacted as scripters on Jan 
Murray's “Meet Your Match”... Siebrand H Niewenhous, Jr.,.ex- 
BBD&O account exec, has joined Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles 
as on exec... .Jocko Maxwell, WWRL sportscaster, begins his 
ball Scoreboard” on Saturday (27) at 10:15 p.m... . Vocalist Stuart 
Foster added to the Dave Garroway NBC stanza -s 
to bow*off “Philip Morris Playhouse on Broadwa; 





show Sunday (28) 


due to Coast commitments and Madeleine Carroll is taking over the | enrolled at St. Vincent's College . : pt. Bloc she at 
role. Marlene Dietrich stars on the airer Oct..5 . . . Sherman H. Dryer | other hitch in the Signal Corps, will rejoin KDKA continuity depart- | 
series of medical documentaries, “Search that Never ment .. . Ernie Neff who plays the organ at nights in the Hotel Sheraton 
. Beatrice Cameron has | Lounge, spends his days on the announcing staff at WEIR in Steuben- 
. Leonard Kapner, general manager of WCAE, appointed 
- Frances Carlon, Ralph Camargo, William Red-j| chairman of the Radio and Television committee for the annual ob- 
. Julie Stevens new | servance of Pennsylvania Week this year Oct. 13-19... Bernie Arm- | 


preems a new 
Ends,” on Mutual Tuesday (30) at 9:05 p.m. . 
joined George F. Foley as a production assistant . 
of “Front Page Farell” 
field, Jacqueline Billingsley and Alan MacAteer .. 
to “Stella Dallas.” 

Edward J. Noble, ABC board chairman, will head the N. 
of Dimes campaign for '53 . . . Gail Smith upped to associate manager 
of Procter & Gamble’s advertising. production division. P&G Produc- 
tions, Inc., appointed W. F. Craig director of TV, with Ww. M. Ramsey, 
director of radio, continuing in charge of daytime and nighttime AM 
for the soap outfit . ... Bill Corum will handle the color commentary 
on Mutual's World Series. ballcasts . . .Bob Finnegan launches. a cross- 
board sports summary on ABC Monday (29) at 5:55 p.m, 


IN HOLLYWOOD . 


NBC. newscasters must be more the executive type than their con- 
temps at other stations. Outgoing prexy of Radio and TV News Club, 
Dave Anderson, turns over the toga to George Martin, both NBC. Other 


= 


officers. are Sam Zellman, ABC, Anne Davis, NBC, Jack Beck, 
CBS, Chet Huntley, ABC and Wilfred Brown Don Lee. . 

Bob Schuetz, whose engineering feats include designing of 
first TV transmitter atop Empire State, -was named plant | 
manager by NBC in charge of all properties in Hollywood and 
Burbank . . . David. Nowinson called off his lawyers when a clothing 


outfit agreed to pay him royalties on use of “Cabbages and Kings,” 
which is his copyright . . . Friends of William B. Ryan, former manager 
of: KFL and now heading up Broadcasting Advertising Bureau, were 
saddened te learn that-his-son was the first football casualty of the 
season. Previously, Bill is said to have suffered a heart attack . 
Lou Derman,; who co-writes “Life With Luigi,” turned songwriter to 
collab on a novelty tune called “Third Side of the Record” ... Tom 
Harrington of Bates around to test campaign the new Life ciggie... 
Three of Hollywood's top comedy writers, Larry Gelbart, Artie Phillips 
and Reuben Ship, hopped.east with their typewriters ... L.A.’s new 
station, KPOL, will play six hours of polka music daily ... Jack Run- 
yon came off his vacation sporting a moustache but he couldn’t take 
the ribbing and off it came ... Leon Wray checked out as sales man- 
ager of KHJ to manage an office in Denver for Frederick Ziv. Terry 
Mann of the Don Lee sales staff moves up. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


KYA to vacate its Fairmont Hotel studios within 30 days. Station 
plans to lease quarters in downtown building for executive offices and 
central studio. It’s also building extra studios at its Candlestick Point 
transmitter for news and platter spinning ... Milton L. Levy, ex of 
Oregon, named KLX advertising manager . . . San Francisco City Col- 
lege preparing a “Making Music” radio course in KSFO with college 
credits for listeners who follow through . . . Red Cross installed eight- 
bed blood bank mobile unit in KCBS studios for Bill Weaver’s seventh 
“B-Day” blood drive ... Ziv zooming premiere of “Freedom, U.S.A.,” 
(KGO, Oct. 1) with private previews for civic groups ... Foy (“Riders 
of the Purple Sage’) Willing, now deejaying at KSJO, also dance-band- 
ing Saturday nites at Mountain View. 


IN CHICAGO... 


WGN news director Robert Hurleigh has been named chairman of 
the board of directors of Chicago Unlimited, organization being formed 
to promote Chi radio and TV. Red Quinlan, WBKB program director, 
will serve as vice-chairman; John Weigel, freelance announcer, named 
secretary, and James E. Jewell, package producer, treasurer .. . Sun- 
Times columnist Irv Kupcinet slated to resume his nightly “Column of 
the Air” via WBBM next Monday (29) ... Mrs. Kay Ashton-Stevens 
has been filling in during his hiatus . . . Continuing to showcase the 
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| jay session on WBBM Sunday mornings . 


} 


| 


“root- | 


' 


.. Added to the cast iville, O. .. 


biggest roster of 


morning display featuring its stable 
Inc., has picked up the quarter-hour prece 
college football airers which kicks off Saturday (37) ss 
WBBM educational department is readying a taped docu 
Is Chicago,” being produced in cooperation with Loyola 
Oct. 5... Soprano Nancy Carr and tenor David Poleri hav 
“Chicago Theatre of the Air 


the warbling leads in the 


live talent in town, has WLS logged in a new half-hour 


of folk music makers . . . Shulton 
ding WGN’s schedule of 10 
. Dorothy Miller’s 
mentary, ‘“This 
U and starting 
e been handed 
treatment of 


“La Tosca” which curtain raises the 13th season Oct. 4 for the WGN- 


originated Mutual show . 


other year. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


_. Josh Brady hosting a new 150-minute dee- 


.. Pacific Garden Mission 


|has renewed “Unshackled,” religious dramatic series on WGN for an- 


Bessie Hardy, of the Carnegie Library, is the new narrator of WCAE’s 


favor of matrimony . 


. Roz Russell had | “Let’s Tell a Story” series. She replaces Mary Steele, who retired in 
_. Jimmy Murray, Jr., son of the KQV boss, has 
. . Capt. Si Bloom, finished with an- 


| strong’s Wednesday evening quarter-hour of organ music on KDKA for 


Y. March | Dairymen’'s Cooperative Assn. is being rebroadcast by transcription for 


same sponsor over WKBN, Youngstown, O., Thursday evenings and 


WCHS, Charleston, W. Va., Saturdays . 


. Jay Michael, WCAE deejay, 


received an Americanism citation from Langliey Post 496 of American 
Legion. He m.c.’s a pair of teenage dances weekly for the Post... 


Carmella Conte, of the KDKA acounting department, off on a six-week 
trip to California . .. Pfc. Bill McKibben, former manager of WACB in 
Kittanning, now producing a Camp Brackenridge, Ky., series for five- 
station hook-up ... Ruby Whalen’s backinjury better and she’s back on 
| the job at KDKA again. . . Moe Woolsey, technical director at WDTV, 
| upped to a full directorship ... Beckley Smith celebrating ! ran 
'niversary in radio this week. Eighteen of newscaster’s 25 years have 
| been spent at WJAS; first seven were at WSAZ in Charleston, W. Va., 
where he got his start. 
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'\IN CLEVELAND... 


| Ed Stevens has been named program director WERE and Mary Man- 
|gan steps into flack spot 
| Milo Townes, formerly WAND, with WSRS news room ... Glenn W. 
Gilbert finished his air force stint and is now back with WGAR sales 
. .. Jim Graner doffed his army captain's uniform to resume WJW's 
sportscasting . . . Soupy Hines has left the WJW announcing staff... 
Jim Stratton, formerly production manager American Forces Radio in 


Berlin, is doing continuity for WHK ... Kathy Conway has left WHK 


.. . Jack Hoffman, back from the army and | 


for WGAR’s record library . 


. John Wellman has switched from 


WERE to WTAM where he'll do statistics for Ken Coleman’s football 


broadcasts of the Browns . 


. . John Wyman new flack for WHK suc- 
ceeding: Lou Oswald who moved to sales promotion . . 


. William F. 


Westerhead, formerly news editor WLEC, now with Nelson B. Moore 


Associates. 





+ 
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Twin Cities Grid 
AM-TV Bonanza 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 

In this red-hot football town 
the gridiron sport again this fall 
will be a source of considerable 
revenue to Twin Cities’ radio and 
TV stations which have lined up 
a large number of football shows 
and broadcasts, all of them spon- 
sored 





All University of Minnesota 
home and out-of-town games are 
being broadcast directly, play by | 
play, by radio stations WCCO, 
WLOL and WTCN here. WMIN | 


carries the St. Paul high school 
games in the same manner. 


The Monday night WCCO-TV 
show starring Wes Fesler, the Go- 
phers’ coach, and sponsored by 
the town’s leading department 
store, which brings Fesler a hefty 
fee, has been cut to a half-hour. | 
Last season, when it had its in-| 
ception, it ran a full hour. | 

There’s again a Sunday after-| 
noon WCCO half-hour radio show 
starring Bernie Bierman, former 
longtime Minnesota coach. KSTP- | 
TV on Saturdays carries the NCAA | 
college games. The Chtcago Bears | 
and Cardinals’ professional con: | 
tests’ telecasts reach here Sunday 
afternoons over WCCO-TV, which 
also has a locally-sponsored show | 
preceding them. A new Tuesday 
night half-hour WCCO-TV football 
show brings films of the greatest 
Minnesota games of champion yes: | 
teryears. Numerous sports casts 
on radio and TV also will empha- 
size the pigskin activities here- 
abouts and over the nation. 


Philly’s Grid Coin 
Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 


Three Philco dealers and Philco 
Distributors, Inc., are sponsoring 
the Villanova football team’s nine- 
game schedule over WIP. 

Jim Leaming, WIP’s sports direc: | 
tor, will travel more than 11,000 
miles covering Villanova's six away 
and three at-home games. Sched- 
ule lists Villanova vs. Kentucky, 
Sept. 20; Clemson, Sept. 27: De- | 
troit, Oct. 4; Wake Forest, Oct. 11; | 
Boston College, Oct. 17; Xavier, 
Oct. 26; Parris Island, Oct. 31; 
Tulsa, Nov. 8, and Boston U., Noy. 
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film concept, and pix were beamed 
only when supplied by a sponsor. 
New policy will also hit other de- 
partments, such as engineering. 
since fewer technicians will 


eration. 
Industry Picture 
While there have been firings 


}among engineers and cameramen 


in the past year (as at ABC-TV), 
the demand for technicians is still 
great and they have found new 
berths relatively easily. Directors, 


| associate directors and production 


coordinators have found it tougher, 
however. Recent wholesale dismis- 
sals made by NBC-TV, for exam- 
ple, under its integration blue- 
print, have resulted in large num- 
bers of qualified men applying for 
the few posts that have been open- 
ing up. Cutbacks in production 
staffs at agencies have similarly 
sent a brigade of job-seekers out 
knocking on doors. 


Although lifting the freeze on sta- 


tion construction has been regard- | 
ed as a potential for creating new | 
jobs, the demand has not yet been | 
felt. Some TV-ites don’t want to | 
“get lost in the sticks.” Others who | 
have applied for situations in the | 
hinterlands report that stations are | 
many network and/or | 


taking so 
film shows that local programining 
is negligible and pay scales are 
“substandard.” 

‘Particularly hard hit are actors 
in the east. Swing to film, with 
production moving to the Coast, 
has lefé slim pickin’s in the Goth- 
am production centre. A frequent 
cry from N. Y. talent agencies is 
“we're starving.” 

With film demonstrating the 
ability to supplant sports, one of 
TV’s most staple commodities, per- 
formers and production personnel 
are asking themselves some ques- 
tions, particularly about the ad- 
visability of relocating on the 
Coast. A number of actors and 
other creative workers have al- 
ready decided to “go West.” where 
the TV pastures appear greener. 





Detroit—“Cinderella Weekend,” 
WW4J-TV and AM simulcast, is cele- 
brating its fourth anniversary. It 
was the first simulcast in the mid- 
west and has enjoyed the longest 
continous run of any audience par- 
ticipation show in the area. Johnny 
King continues" as emcee. Dave 
Zimmerman is the announcer, 


be | 
needed to man a largely-film op- | 


—, 











é 
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| Share in Residuals | 


Davis show, for General Electric: 
Arthur Lubin, Mickey Rooney 
show; John Brahm, Edward Lewis 
Productions; Robert Florey, 
Sharpe Enterprises; Richard w 
CBS-TV; William Asher, Desilu’s 
“I Love Lucy.” Only case on ree. 
ord of a studio making ioanoy! of 
|}a director to a vidpix company 
that of Republic’s Phil Ford 
to Revue Productions. 

Other directors who are or have 
been in video include Alan Davis 
Felix Jacobes, Lew Landers, wij. 
| liam Cameron Menzies, George A,. 
chinbaud, Rodney Amateau 
| McDonald, George Blai 
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aned 


Frank 


Derwin 


Abbe, Thomas Carr, Jear ire 
| brough, Ralph Murphy, E. A. Dy. 
| Pont, Frank Wisbar, Richard Bare 
| Wallace Fox, Reginald LeBorg. 
|John English, Robert Aldrich, 
|Roger Andress, Wesley Barry. 


Charles Barton, William Beaudine, 
Howard Bretherton, Phil Brown, 
| William Claxton, William Berke. 
Edward Bernds, George Blair, Fred 
| Brannan, Irving Brecher, 





Lewis 


|Collins, J. T. Coyle, Harold 
| Daniels. 

Also on the roster are Jules 
Bricken, Eddie Davis, Harry Frank. 
|}lin, Seymour Friedman, Gunther 


Fritsch, Charles Haas, Arthur Hil- 
ton, Richard Irving, Leigh Jason, 
Vernon Keays, Roy Kellino, Erle 
Kenton, James Kern, Pau! Landres, 
| Ross Lederman, Del Lord, Edward 
Mann, Fletcher Markle, Sobey Mar- 
tin, John H. Morse, Earl McEvoy, 
Ray Nazarro, Ron Ormond, Irving 
Pichel, Arthur Pierson, Jack Rey- 
|nolds, Arthur Ripley, William Rus- 
isell, Harold Schuster, Edward 
Sedgwick, George Seitz Jr., Lesley 
Selander, Lee Sholem, Donald Sie- 
gel, Robert Stevenson, Victor 
Stoloff, Andrew Stone, Frank 
Strayer, Richard Talmadge, Wil- 
liam Thiele. James Tinley, Nate 
Watt, Sam White, W. Lee Wilder, 
Frank Woodruff, Basil Wrangell 
and Hal Yates. 

Directors guild execs are highly 
optimistic about the vidpix situa- 
tion, feeling increasing importance 
| of the media in the overall enter- 
jtainment picture will unquestion- 
ably prove more and more bene- 
| ficial for the meggers. 


Plymouth’s MBS Gridder 


Plymouth cars have bought the 
| East-West football contest on Mu- 
| tual for Saturday, Dec. 27, via N. 
| W. Aver. 

| Show will follow the Blue-Gray 
; contest, for which Mutual report- 
1 edly has another spdnsor on tap. 








| 
| 





Detroit—Sinclair Refining Co. 
will sponsor nine college football 
games over WXYZ beginning Sept. 
27, it was announced by James G. 
Riddell, WXYZ prexy. Don Wat- 
trick will handle the play-by-play. 
i soieenseiniehininasieeeneametieniaeiaatenrenteenntiiememennmnamentatadianamee 














Eileen BARTON 
|| AMERICAN MUSIC HALL 
and 
U.S. COAST GUARD SHOW 


EVERY SUNDAY, ABC, RADIO 
CORAL RECORDS Dir.: MCA 














DO YOU— 


Need the services of @ highly ¢oP- 
able MUSIC SUPERVISOR (using 
records) for your radio oF 
show? 
Top Composer-Conductor of mary 
radio, TV and film scores qualified 
to “cue” your comedy or dramatic 
scripts most effectively! 
Suite 803 
STEINWAY HALL 
113 Ww. 57th , N.Y.C. 
JUdson 2-4153 
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Radio Network Premieres 


(Sept. 24-Oct. 4) 


ing is a list of shows, either new or returning after a 
Png ne Pad which preem on the four major radio networks 
during the next 10 days: 


SEPT. 25 

News as It Happened. Dramatized News. ABC, 9:30 to 10 p.m. 
Sustaining. SEPT. 27 

Fun for All. Quiz. CBS, 1 to 1:30 p.m. Prom, via Weiss & Geller. 
SEPT. 28 

Amos ’n’ Andy. Comedy. CBS, 7:30 to 8 p.m. Rexall, via BLD&O. 
SEPT. 29 


Sports with Bob Finnegan. Football highlights. ABC, 5:55 to 6 
p.m., Monday-thru-Friday. Sustaining. 

“Woman of the Year. Drama. Mutual, 8 to 8:30 p.m. General 
Mills, via Tatham-Laird. ; 

Off and on the Record. Disk Jockey. Mutual, 9:30 to 10 p.m. 


ened SEPT. 30 

Black Museum. Drama. Mutual, 8 to 8:30 p.m. General Mills, 
via Tatham-Laird. 

Search That. Never Ends. Semi-documentary. Mutual, 9:05 to 
9:30 p.m. Sustaining. 

Two for the Money. Quiz. NBC, 10 to 10:30 p.m. Lorillard, via 
Lennen & Mitchell. 

OcT. 1 


M-G-M Musical Comedy Theatre. Musicomedy. Mutual, 8 to 
9 p.m. General Mills, via Tatham-Laird. 

Life Begins at 80. Panel. ABC, 8:30 to 9 p.m. Sustaining. 

OCT. 2 

Modern Adventures of Casanova. Drama. Mutual, 8 to 8:30 p.m. 
General Mills, via Tatham-Laird. 

Junior Miss. Situation Comedy. CBS, 8:30 to 89 p.m. Sustaining. 

OCT. 3 

Adventures of Maisie. Situation comedy. Mutual, 8 to 8:30 p.m. 
General Mills, via Tatham-Laird. 

Best Plays. Drama. NBC, 8 to 9 p.m. Sustaining. 

Ozie & Harriet. Situation comedy. ABC, 9 to 9:30 p.m. Hot- 
point, via Maxon; Lambert, via Lambert & Feasley, alternate 
sponsors. 

Meet Corliss Archer. Situation comedy. ABC, 9:30 to 10 p.m. 
Electric Cos., via N. W. Ayer. 

OCT. 4 

Vaughn Monroe Show. Music. CBS, 7:30 to 8 p.m. Camel ciga- 

rets, via Esty. 





CARL SANDBURG RADIO [Grapher winds up the frst volume 


SERIES SET FOR NBC 


NBC has negotiated a deal 
whereby Carl Sandburg will do a 
13-week series of radio programs 
featuring readings from his own 
works. 

Series will be taped at Sand- 
burg’s home. They’re not sched- 


uled to start, however, until the 
_ Sanne sai ah me A 











of his autobiography, dealing with 
his childhood. (He’s_ currently 
reading proofs on the work.) 

Sandburg will also do a 30- 
minute program on film for NBC- 
TV as part of the series encom- 
passed in the formerly-titled “Op- 
erations Frontal Lobes,” which 
was inaugurated a few months 
back with the Bertrand Russell 
program. 
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BAYLOR, WICKHAM IN 
CLEVE. AM-TV SHIFTS 


Cleveland, Sept. 23. 
Two major administrative ap- 
pointments in the television field 


‘spotted Dave Baylor, formerly 


general manager of WJMO, joining 
WEWS, and Ben Wickham resigned 
as radio-TV editor of The News to 
move to WXEL. 


Baylor’s appointment, announced 
by James C. Hanraham, general 
manager, follows “vastly increased 
work at the management level. . . 
indicating a need of an additional 
general executive.” 

Wickham, named radio-TV edi- 
tor last April, will coordinate vari- 
ous programming units. 


Football Com For 
Everybody in Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

WCFL and WGN have wrapped 
up bankrollers for their fall foot- 
ball skeds, thus rounding out the 
Chi radio gridiron picture for the 
upcoming season. 

WGN, using the popular flexible 
top game of the week format, is 
lining up 10 midwest collegiate 
games into a package to be spon- 
sored by the Chi Chevrolet dealers. 
First game is Sept.°27, with Jack 
Brickhouse calling the contests, as- 
sisted by Harry Creighton and 
Frank Korch. 


WCFL has put together a week- 
end touchdown parade built around 
the full schedules of Notre Dame 
and the Chi Cardinals pro entry. 
General Finance is lifting the tab 
on the nine Notre Dame games 
and Sinclair Oil is backing the 
12 Card tiffs. Games will be called 
by Joe Boland, with Bob Elson 
and Don MacCarthy doing the 
color. 


Peoples Pontiac has picked up 
the pre- and postgame quarter- 
hours for the Saturday college 
games and M. J. Lanahan, Dodge- 
Plymouth dealer, has ordered the 
adjacencies following the Card 
airers. 
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(law or engineering) and being a 
commissioner, even for a _ few 
months, holds considerable pres- 
tige in the communications indus- 
try. 

Jones’ resignation was announced 
Friday (19) after a White House 
visit. The former Congressman 
from Ohio, who has been a mem- 
ber of the Commission for five 
years, will enter radio law prac- 
tice in Washington in association 
with Arthur Scharfeld and The- 
odore Baron, both former FCC’ers. 
The firm name will become Schar- 
feld, Jones & Baron, with the ex- 
Commissioner an equai partner. 

Often in the spotlight during his 
tenure on the Commission, Jones 
has been a vigorous d@fssenter on 
many major policy questions. He 
strongly opposed the recent lift- 
the-freeze TV _ allocation plan, 
charging in several speeches that 
the assignment of channels on a 
city-by-city basis is without legal 
sanction and favors the large cities 
to the detriment of the smaller 
communities. Probably as a result 
of his stand, several court tests 
of the plan have been instituted. 

An enemy of monopoly in some 
fields, Jones is credited: with hav- 
ing had a big hand in persuading 
the Commission to hold hearings 
on the qualifications of Paramount 
Pictures Corp. as a_ broadcast 
licensee in the light of its anti 
trust record. This question was 
consolidated with the Par-DuMont 
eontrol and the ABC-United Para- 
mount Theatres merger issues in 
the current package proceedings, 
hearings on which were recently 
concluded. 

Jones’ outstanding contribution 
to the FCC was his instigation of 
the color TV investigation, which 
is generally credited with having 
advanced the art of color video by 
at least 10 years even though the 
effect of the decision, authorizing 
the CBS color system, was thwarted 
by court action and, subsequently, 
national defense restrictions. Al- 
though he had no previous techni- 


Cottone May Get FCC Nod 


; Continued from page 27 








eal background, the Commissioner 
amazed top engineers of the nation 
with his knowledge of the intrica- 
cies of color eléctronics. 


Ziv in Sales Expansion; 
Freedom’s’ 315 Stations 


With sales of its’ “Freedom, 
USA,” series climbing, the Frederic 
W. Ziv Co. has added four new 





\salesmen in the south and midwest. 


They'll handle “Freedom” and 
other shows in the Ziv stable, in- 
cluding additional transcribers 
which are now in the planning 
stage. 

New reps are: Earl J. Brewer, 
ex-district manager for the George 
S. May Co., Chi; Arthur E. Wat- 
son, former sales manager for the 
Americana Corp.; George J. Wil- 
liams, an account exec with the 
Craigie ad agency; and Jesse S. 
Peavear, ex-WAFM-TV, Birming- 
ham, sales staffer. 

Ziv has inked 315 station sales 
of “Freedom” to date, with banks, 
financial institutions and insurance 
companies heading the list of spon- 
sors, many ef whom are backing 
the show in several saarkets. In 
Columbus, Ga., the series is being 
bankrolled by the local American- 
ism Information Assn. 





Sanka Sponsors Drake 
In CBS Radio Briefie 


With Carter Products having 
trimmed its “City Hospital” on 
CBS Radio Saturday afternoons 
from a half-hour to 25 minutes, 
the web this week sold the open 
five-minute segment to Sanka Cof- 
fee for a new Galen Drake pro- 
gram. Drake will hold down the 
1:55 to 2 p.m. slot, with “Hospital” 
now in frem 1:30 to 1:55. 

New show gives Drake almost as 
much time on CBS as Arthur God- 
frey has. He also has a network 
show cross-the-board on the web, 
plus another Monday-through-Fri- 
day program which is aired twice 
daily on WCBS, the CBS net’s 
N. Y. flagship. 
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FRANK COOPER ASSOCIATES 


521 Fifth Ave. 


The new radio and television season of 1952-'53 shows that 
our clients and programs cover the evening broadcasting 
periods practically every hour, and during the afternoon 
schedule, Monday through Friday, we cover fifteen half-hour 


This is an acknowledgement with thanks to all of my clients, 
and those sponsors, networks and agencies and to Sy 
Fischer, Robert Schultz, Martin Sperber who have. helped 
make this possible. 
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New York, N. Y. 
VA 6-5661 















FRANK COOPER ASSOCIATES 


7225 Hollywood Boulevard 
Hollywood 46, California 
Hollywood 9-3737 
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HOPALONG CASSIDY 


A new look at the Old West with the mos? 
famous Western stor of all. Now sold in 42 ‘ 
markets. In production are 26 new Hopalong 
Cassidy adventures this year, and 26 next year. 
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LILLE PALMER SHOW 






DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS JR. PRESENTS 








Original stories and established classics: Drama, Sophistication, wit and cultured charm 
Comedy, Suspense in Paris, London, New York, and with that great lady of theatre, scree” 
Hollywood — all filmed actually on location. Pro» and television, Lilli Palmer. Twenty: 
duced, directed and starring Douglas Fairbanks Jr. six 13 minute shows available nom 
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Now you can be sure of quality when you buy NBC-TV film 
programs on a market by market basis. NBC backs every one 
of its film program offerings with the industry’s longest 
continuous experience in television and radio network 
programming. Each NBC film program gives you these 
exclusive network-caliber advantages: 


... TV programs as fine as those produced for the 
national network advertiser 


... Famous stars—like Hopalong Cassidy, Douglas | 
Fairbanks, Jr., Lilli Palmer, Brian Donlevy 


... Wide audience- and sponsor-appeal: mystery, drama, ; 
Western and sophistication | 


. New films produced expressly for television—new stories, 
new angles, new thrills, new pleasure a 


. Films that sell your product—films with proved, certified, 
documented sales records 


‘OR ELEVISION ... Complete advertising packages. NBC goes all the way to 
help you promote every film program locally—with 

eae exploitation assistance, on-the-air aids, press 

advertisements and merchandising. 








And remember, every NBC-Quality film program is produced 
from a background of programming knowledge that 

creates and holds audiences from credit-titles to final fade-out. 
Most important, you can place these network quality 
productions where you want them, when you want them, 


Like to know more about NBC-Quality TV Films? 
Write, call, wire: . 


DANGEROUS ASSIGNMENT 


f theatre, scree? brian Donlevy in @ series of thrilling 
calmer. Twenty “<"ement-packed adventures. Already 


available now pulling big-time soles in 58 markets, a 
Proved program, 





30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N.Y. Offices in: New York, Chicago, Los Angeles 
A Service of the Nation’s No. 1 Network 
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Television Chaiier 





New York 


Wife of Dave Jacobson, CBS-TV 
public relations chief, is enrolled at 
Columbia Univ. for the radio-TV 
course which is run in cooperation 
with NBC ... Arnold Faberman 
has produced a one-minute com- 
mercial for Nylast, new product be- 
ing handled by Weintraub agenc; 
with Arthur J. Ornitz lensing... 
DuMont’s Bill Silbert to do a col- 
umn for TV Day mag on “Music 
Makers” “Kukla, Fran and 
Ollie” troupe will*be in New York 
for the show of Oct. 12 and cele- 
brate their fifth anni of TV the 
following day . . . Mervyn Framer, 


ex-secretary-treasurer of Spotlight | 


Productions, named a partner in 
Walt Framer Productions : 
Ronald Dawson into “Lights Out” 
on Monday (29) . . . NBC gratified 
with George Jessel’s initial appear- 
ance on “Ali Star Revue” Saturday 
(13), has signed him for two more 
on series. 

Penny Morgan, back from sum- 
mer in Europe, now liaison be- 
tween CBS and the Army, 


and Marines on the upcoming Jane | 


Froman “USA Canteen” TV show. 


Opera singer Lona Kenney sold | 


her first script, “Youth on Tap,” 
to “Tales of Tomorrow” for Fri- 
day (26). Robert Alda has lead role. 

A. J. Russell scripted “Dead- 
lock” as preem show on CBS-TV’s 
“The Web” Herschel S. Stein- 
hardt’s play, “Sons of Men,” bought 
for the Rebert Montgomery show 
on NBC-TV Monday (29). It’s re- 
titled “Precinct” and will star Pat 


O’Brien Joyce Evans won the 
SRT-TV school’s scholarship as 
most promising comedienne. . .14-| 


year-old George Steiner appears 0 
“Kraf® Theatre” tonight (Wed.). 
Soprano Marguerite Piazza has a 
number of dates lined up for the 
next month, in~«<addition to her 
weekly stint on NBC’s “Show of 
Shows.” She thrushes for .the 
American Bankers Tuesday (30) in 
Atlantic City; the General Motors 
top exec meet in Lake Placid Oct. 
5: a Communiiy Chest benefit at 
Fairfield, Conn., Oct. 6; General 
Motors truck meet in N. Y. Oct. 7; 


n 


a concert date in Chicago Oct. 19, | 
and in Syracuse and St. ee Oe | 
Lew | 


22d and 23d, respectively . . 


Wallace, of Affiliated Artists, is 


working with the National Concert | 


& Artists Corp. in packaging and 
seiling the upcoming radio-TV 
package starring Veep Alben W. 
Barkley ... Anne Russell planning 
to commute to Hollywood for the 
upcoming Ralph Edwards’ “This Is 
Your Life” show for Hazel Bishop. 
She does the blurbs for all the 
lipstick firm’s video shows 





San Francisco 

Dr. Allen B. DuMont due here 
(24) for one-day confab with deal- 
ers and officials at KPIX, local 
DuMont outlet .. . McClatchey in- 
terests granted TV permit on 
Channel 24, Fresno, first in Cali- 
fornia since the freeze .. . Samuel 
Gompers Trade Schoo] installed 
two RCA television cameras and 
other necessary equipment for 
technical classes . . . NBC-TV Di- 


Navy | 


,;rector Dave Crandell here from 
|New York, vacationing with his 
bride, Norma . . . KPIX Director 
Frederick Gadette called to Holly- 
wood to direct Art Baker’s “You 
Asked For It,” beginning Oct. 
Robert L. 
manager 

TV's “Man 
swank new 
Vallejo Street 


Davey, former 
Lee Giroux, 
the Year.” 


local 
of 


with his partners 
Dick Dinsmore, and John and 
Maggie Atterbury . Bill Me- 
Kavanaugh preeming (20) new va- 
riety show on KPIX . . . Frank Al- 
len signed to voice “The Unexpect- 
ed” commercials . . 
bound: KGO-TV Boss Jim Con- 
nelly to Hollywood for ABC net 
meeting: KPIX Boss Phil Lasky to 
New York. 


| 

Chicago 

| Reinald Werrenrath, Jr., back 
from a two-year hitch in the Navy 
Air Corps, is now producing NBC- 
TV’s Sunday afternoon “Zoo Pa- 
|rade” ... Al Morey, new midwest 
sales chief for Prockter Syndicate 
International, racked up his first 
sale last week, selling “China 
Smith,” half-hour vidpix starring 
Dan Duryea, to Cribben & Sexton. 
Series starts Oct. 2 in the Thurs- 
day night 9:30 slot on WNBQ... 
With City National Bank checked 
off “Impact,” Daily News is pay- 


WENR-TV documentary’ which 
since its inception has been joint- 
ly produced by the station and the 
| daily ... WBKB’s “Creative Cook- 
|ery,” hosted by Francois Pope and 
}sons Bob and Frank, goes into the 





| fall season SRO WNBQ's 
|femme chinner Dorsey Connors 
working the commercials on the 


station’s new 11 p.m. Sunday fea- 
{ture film bankrolled by Trifari, 
|Krussman & Fishel Jewelry 

| Dick Crown, national sales man- 
|}ager of NBC-TV film sales, pre- 
|viewed web’s new vidpix for 
agency reps here last week .. . 
| Marie Linehan, for the past eight 
| years secretary to Abe Saperstein, 
|owner-manager of the Harlem 
Globetrotters basketball team, has 
joined the Lea Salkin TV booking 
|}shop .: . WGN-TV snagged the 
film recaps of both the Chi Bears 
and Cardinal pro football games 
with Standard Oil backing the 
Bears’ ‘Quarterback Show” and 
Boyer Labs paying the bills on the 
Cards’ show. Two half-hour pro- 


grams will be slotted back-to-back 
Monday nights 


WENR-TY 


Continued from page 29 








House Coffee) order for three days 
of Austin Kiplinger’s 6 p.m. news- 
casts and Campbell Cereal’s and 
Westclox’s participation in John 
Weigel’s nightly weather show. 
Because of its prime time avail- 
abilities, the Chi ABC outlet has 
been able to grab off some choice 
tele pix slottings. McLaughlin has 











Your Top TV 


Sales 





~Wilming 


opportunity 


ton, Del. 


In the market which has highest 


income per fam 


~ 


Represented by 


ily in the country 


3, 


ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


New York Los Angeles 





San Francisco Chigago 


5 | 
. He’ll be replaced at KPIX by} 
floor | 


opened | 
production offices on | 


Outward | 


ing the tab on the Thursday night | 





also picked up the “Foreign In- 
trigue” vidpix due to start next 
month; Miller Brewing, the new 
“March of Time” series; Van 
Camp, the new Hopalong Cassidy 
package; Kellogg, the “Superman” 
series, and Hamm’s Brewing, the 
weekly pro football - highlights 
filmed by Tel-Ra Productions. 

The new local accounts, many of 
them using the pitchman routines, 
have gone in for the Hollywood 
oldies. A total of 25 feature pix 
weekly has been booked for 
sponsorship. Allen Christopher 
has ordered four solid hours of! 
celluloid on Saturdays from 11 
| a.m. to 3 p.m.; the Marmel Co. has 
taken over the daily 3 p.m. feature 
and Young Products the daily 
| “Movie Mart” at 2 p.m., plus the 
| Tuesday night final pic. 


| Besides the Saturday 





afternoon 
grind policy there’s the Saturday 
evening “Tri-Star Theatre’’ start- 
ing at 8 p.m. which unsprockets 
|three complete features. 
Star” is currently SRO. 


Major renewals tallied are the | 


Friday night “Courtesy Hour,” 


hour-long variety stanza sponsored | 
and emceed by Jim Moran, Hud-| 


|}son dealer, and “Mr. Fixum” 
| backed by the Harvey Lumber Co. 
| Thursday nights. 











| Denny 


Denny 
| hurt 








Continued from page 29 


observed that it wouldn't 
anyone “until 
fourth dimension.” 
noted gripes about 


smacking their lips after quaffing 


Harris 


it is “merely the natural desire of 
the sponsor to show that the prod- 
uct is enjoyable.” 

On the question of commercial 
excesses, Rep. Harris said, “Some- 
body should assume responsibility 
in that field.” Denny replied that 
| it is the network’s responsibility to 
police commercials and described 
continuity acceptance procedures. 


sonnel take part in the entire proc- 
ess of producing programs, consult- 
ing with agencies, sponsors, di- 
rectors, etc., adding that commer- 
| cial copy is carefully checked for 
| the claims made, as well as for 
length. 


Questioned on how much of its 





| 


self, Denny said that the fall TV 
lineup of 75 hours weekly includes 
73.3%, which NBC produces, and 
| 26.7°° bought on the outside. 


ny, got him to state that radio and 
tele are “part of the American 
home” and thus “there is a differ- 
ence between 


on American minds” and comment- 
ed that broadcasters are aware of 
the responsibilities this entails. 
When the committee raised ques- 
tions about TV crimellers inspiring 
crime, Denny said only 2.7% of 
TV shows were whodunits, and 
quoted a psychiatrist on 11 other 
influences, such as overcrowded 
prisons and mental hospitals, war 
tensions, inadequate housing, etc. 
Committeemen commented that 
the NBC film was “interesting and 
fine” but added that it didn’t touch 
many problems the solons are con- 
cerned about. Group inspected net- 
work facilities in the afternoon. 


Reconvening today (Wed.) it will 
hear J. L. Van Volkenburg, CBS- 
TV prez. 





E—————————— 


Chi TV Council 


Continued from page 29 
eral points are believed certain to 
generate sparks. 


The two network-owned stations 
WNBQ (NBC) and WENR-TV 











Seal. WBKB has held off joining 
NARTB or signing up for the Code, 
pending the United Paramount 
Theatres merger with ABC when 
the local indie melds with WENR- 
TV. WGN-TV, the Chi Tribune- 
owned outlet, although a member 
of the industry association has not 
subscribed to the Code on the 
grounds that it has. an adequate 
standard of conduct of its own 
Sterling (Red) Quinlan, WBKB 
program director, is new vice-pres- 
‘ident of the Council but there is no 
WGN representation on the board. 

Also likely to stir up some in- 
ter-industry friction is the pro- 
posal that the group take a stand 
against “bad and  over-lengithy” 
blurbs. A watchdog committee is 
to be set up to report on local 





fall | 


“Tri- 


TV gets the 
also | 
announcers | 


a glass of beer. Denny noted that | 


He said continuity acceptance per- | 


programs the network produces it- | 


Chairman Harris, quizzing Den- | 


broadcasting and | 
newspapers.” Denny admitted that | 
AM and TV have “great influence | 






(ABC) both fly the NARTB Code | 


Inside Stuff—Television 


| Problem of dealing with “blacklisting” and allegations of subversive 
| affiliations of talent will be taken up by Television Authority and Amer. 
ican ‘Federation of Radio Artists after details of their merger are 
worked out. ea 

A meeting of the merged union, Assn. of National Advertisers anq 
American Assn. of Advertising Agencies will be called. It will discuss 
the report prepared by Dr. Robert E. Cushing of Cornell U. on ihe 
question. Dr. Cushing drew up a blueprint which ealls for the creation 
of a three-man board of distinguished citizens to sift cases brought to 
its attention. It would have a staff of investigators and researchers tg 
aid its work and would give the artists involved a chance to have their 
say. 


Problem of confusion arising from performers with the same na 
will be brought up at the next convention of Television Authorit 

An appeal to deal with the situation was made by Lee Graham, 
13-year-old tele actress and charter member of TVA, who finds that 
several casting agents think she is occupied on “Letter to Lee Gra. 
ham,” on WJZ-TV, N. Y. 

Latter features the adult authoress Lee Graham, in a cross-the-board 
stanza in which she helps people with their marital and personal prot. 
lems. The moppet Miss Graham is also a member of American Fed. 
eration of Radio Artists and Actors Equity. 


ne 





To serve advertisers who don’t want or can’t afford vidpic com. 
mercials, WNBT, N. Y., has unveiled a “House of Station Breaks.” 

“House” is a small studio equipped with special equipment to pro- 
vide a wide variety of backgrounds requested by sponsors. It in- 
cludes a complete kitchen unit, a group of store fronts and interiors, 
equipment for flip cards, craw! titles, drum titles and other identifica- 
tion equipment and other display aids, such as “window shade” 
grounds which can be quickly put into position. 

It’s designed to stress personalized selling. First sponsor using ihe 
“house” is Robert Hall Clothes. 


ba Ke 





George Chandler, Screen Actors Guild treasurer, trekked east to at. 
tend last week’s American Federation of Labor convention and sit in 
on negotiations for telefilm commercials. 

While at the AFL convention he was paged. Call was from “Lux 
Video Theatre” asking Chandler to play a featured part in “Message 
for Janice” an the tele show Monday (29). 





| 


An FBI telecast led to the arrest in Lancaster, Pa., of Albertus Reed 
| Bollacker, alleged to have embezzled $28,500 in Federal funds from 
| the officer’s mess of the Charleston, S. C., Naval Base. 

Bollacker, who had been sought by the FBI for eight months, was 
employed as a butcher. His photo flashed on the “Wanted Persons” 
i TV show caused two persons to notify authorities. Bollacker had moved 
|to Lancaster only two weeks ago, after living in Philadelphia for several 
| months. 
| A 13% jump in purchase of TV sets in L.A. area in August brings 
total sets there to 1,347,154, it was reported by Glen L. Logan, man- 
aging director of the Electric League of L.A. He said 23.066 sets were 
sold in August, that set distribution in that area is 20°) above the first 
|eight months of last year, adding survey he had taken indicated the 20 
and 21-inch screen sets were running 31 to 1 over combined total of 
all other sizes. Logan opined fast growth of TV on Coast points to 
L.A. as eventual video capital of the world, both in audience and pro- 
| gramming. 








shows, as to their content and com-! music stanza outlining the Ameri- 
mercials. ican heritage in terms of the 
| The Council voted to establish | Struggle and sacrifice it entailed. 
|yearly TV Awards for “the great-| “Record Session,” which goes into 
est contributions made towards es-|the stories behind pop _ disks, 
tablishing television techniques as | Kicked off Sunday (21) night. 
an art form and a medium of its Kaland is prepping a group of 
own.” | Spots urging registration for the 
| elections. He'll depart from the 
_— 4 station’s jingle approach and use, 
ABC ‘Talking pas’ | ic quickie dramatic vig- 
ee Continued from page 29 | 


| nettes. 
os 
| tures is a series of four balloons, 
|in which the stations can insert | 


ARRANGEMENTS 
| appropriate copy. Thus, the shot of | ORIGINAL MUSIC 












































| husband and wife can have copy | 
about “Ozzie and Harrict” inserted | SPECIAL MATERIAL 
| into the balloon blanks, or lines | 
about another show appealing to a} 1 FRANK W. METIS : 
| couple. Cut of children will be 650 a wena York City 
, used for “No School Today,” or | cl ane 
| other juve airers. - 
In addition to using the mats for | 
preparing ads on network shows, 
| they can be used to plug local air- HA 
| ers. Husband-and-wife picture, De 
Groot suggests, could be used to 
| tout the local “‘wake-up” show or NBC-TV 
| carry institutional copy for the out- 
| Jet. Ads are one column wide by RCA-VICTOR 
seven inches, and may be run in- Mgt.: GUMMO MARX 
, dividually or grouped, 
| The web itself will spend $9,000 
during October on newspaper space 
tin the five cities in which it has 
owned-and-operated outlets. This 
| does not include special campaigns | 
for Walter Winchell, returning to 
AM and preeming on TV Oct. 5. 
and for “Ozzie and Harriet.” com- | 
ing back from summer hiatus and | 
bowing on Tele. Separate ads will | 
be placed for AM and TV. 
Concentration for October is the 
daytime AM shows. In November | 
De Groot will place major em- 
phasis on the Friday night lineup. | 


| WNEW 


~=—_—as Continued from page 26 














Wes Whitcomb 


MIKE WANTS YOU ON SPOT 











(Please Contact at Once) 























AVAILABLE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


10 years with internationally famous stage 

and screen personality, now available for f* 

sponsible position in New York City. 

Box V 360, Variety. 154 West 46th Street 
New York 36. N. Y. 











—_~ 
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based on the growing interest in 
‘interplanetary travel. Concept will 
| be to do it on a documentary level, 
on the.theory that the actual facts 
| are more fabulous than science fic- | 
tion. and relating it to the experi- | 
ence of the average man. Another | 
; will be “America For Sale,” a folk | 


Position Wanted 
SECRETARY-GAL FRIDAY 


Formerly with radio-TV personality: 
Bight years experience. Volume Ret 
responsibility. Travel if required. 412 
erences. Write Box 927, Variety: 

N. Michigan, Chicago 11, Il. 
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The underlined word in the caption is the key to all three of the shows described below 
. « - Quality in subject material . . . Quality in writing . . . Quality in casting . . . Quality in 


direction ... and Quality production. 


The reason we stress the word Quality is because we 


believe it is the best insurance for a profitable and successful TV production company. 


Many people in TV, with more enthusiasm than experience, talk optimistically about 
the rosy future ... residuals ... all the product that will be needed for the new: markets 
and 2,000 stations . . . but we believe that in the great future of TV the successful product 
will be limited more and more to the Quality produ. 





in 


"PRIVATE 
SECRETARY" 


This is a comedy — and we know that 
Is a risky word to use as comedies aren't 
easy to come by. .. . But we're confident 
that we have one because of these rea- 
sons: .. First, we have one of the best 
comediennes in the business as the star— 
Ann Sothern . . . Second, we went over- 
board in the writing and direction 
Third, we have a subject that's funny, 
timely and inexhaustible. 


"HOW TO 
GET THE MOST 
OUT OF LIFE” 


with 
DALE 
CARNEGIE 


This show promises to do something 
completely out of the ordinary in TV 
it's an exciting and fascinating series 
with a vital plus ingredient that will reach 
straight into the heart and home of every 
American. The plus ingredient is some- 
thing we believe everyone wants—a 
helpful clue on how to achieve happiness, 
security, self-confidence and freedom from 
worry 


SEND FOR COMPLETE DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL 3 SHOWS 


A WESTERN 


. « With the following ingredients. 
First, a six foot three inch star named 
Doug Kennedy who can really ride and 
rope. Second, the best team of western 
TV writers in the business. Third, top qual- 


ity production supplied by the man who - 


has produced more than 100 hours of 
westerns for TV The first film is now avail- 
able for screening and we would like 
you to see it and compare it with any 


other western on the market. 








ss TELEVISION 


COMMERCIALS 


Chertok Production Company has produced commercial films for such outstanding 4 
DY a national concerns as Westinghouse. Union Oil, Procter & Gamble, Gillette and many 


oh others. The Gillette commercials seen on the Gillette Cavalcade of Sports has been +z 





recognized by business as a powerful sales tool and acclaimed by the public for their 
taste, imagination and humor .. . if your TY program has a commercial problem 


perhaps we could help. 








JACK CHET 


GENERAL SERVICE STUDIO 





ODUCTIONS 





HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
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Holliday, Ives, 


at parties given by the United 
American-Spanish Aid Committee, 
saying the unit had played many 
benefits. Asked about whether she 
sponscred the Committee for the 
Negro in the Arts, she replied: 


“That is something that I looked 
into last summer. As you can 
understand, my employers, Colum- 
bia Pictures, were very disturbed 
about all the things that have been 
happening and coming up, and 
they investigated me, so to speak, 
and asked me all of the questions, 
and last summer they showed me 
a letterhead. 

“They said, ‘Now you have dis- 
claimed all these things, but here 
is a letterhead with your name 
on it,” and that was the organiza- 
tion, and I said, “Well, I don’t 
remember being a member of the 
Organization or allowing them to 
use my name.’ 

“IT wrote the organization a letter 
saying that since I had no knowl- 
edge of what the organization was 
about and had no activity in it, 
I would appreciate it if they would 
remove my name from their letter- 
head. That was last summer; that 
was the first time I knew I was 


connected with it.” 
Picket Publicity 
Arens asked if it wasn’t true 


that on Nov. 30, 1946, she marched 
as a picket in front. of Pier 53 in 
Manhattan during a Communist- 
sponsored strike. Miss Hollidzy 
Said she couldn’t remember, but 
that she had once picketed. She 
said it was unirue that she had 
ever picketed the Spanish consu- 
late, because that was one of the 
things Columbia Pix investigated. 

“But you do have a recollection 
of being in a picket line?” Arens 
persisted. 

“Yes, not in a picket line, but 
I had a publicity picture taken. 
I don’t know what it was for.” 
Sen. Arthur V. Watkins (R., Utah) 
asked if it wasn’t arranged by her 
agent. 

“This sort of thing,” she replied, 
“I don't think would have been 
arranged by an agent, because I 
don’t think it would have been 
publicity for me, but probably for 
the picketers. I don't think it ap- 
peared anywhere, because I never 
saw it.” 

“Were you in a bathing suit, 
or what?” asked Arens. 

‘ “It was cold,” said Miss Holli- 
ay. 

She said she didn’t remember 
who had asked her to picket, be- 
cause she got requests from many 
people to help out in different 
things. 

“It seems to me,” commented 
Senator Watkins, “that a person 
in your profession has to have a 
trained memory.” 

“Now I'm getting one, but I 
didn’t_ know then that I needed 
one. Now I am so careful that I 
don't side on anything and I don’t 
answer anything. I have answering 


Continued from page 1 





Levenson, Loeb 


| services saying that I am not in. 
I didn’t know I would have to have 


” 


that kind of memory. 
Under questioning, she said she 
sent a telegram to the Governor 
of New York or some other state 
| official protesting the Peekskill 
|riot in which Paul Robeson and 
ithe Communists were involved. 
| “I said there should have been 
| police protection for people who 
|were not armed, who were being 
lattacked by people who were 


| armed and I felt it was a terrible | 
lthing. This was to me a civic out-| 
|rage.” She said she didn’t know | 


| Robeson or discuss the matter with 
| him. : 

| “You've heard of other riots 
jin America during your life- 
time,” said Senator Watkins. “Have 
you ever, on any other occasion, 
sent a telegram protesting or ask- 
ing protection for certain groups?” 

“IT once sent a telegram to Wash- 
ington about something. I think 
probably to our senator, but I don’t 
know just what.” 

“Which senator?” 

“Whoever it was, or maybe it 
was the President, I do remember 
it was something about protesting 
something by telegram to Wash- 
ington.” ] 

“What were you protesting 
about?” “I don’t know.” 


telegram?” “I don’t know.” 
Ne Commy Friends 


She admitted sending a message 
to Russia in 1948, congratulating 
the Moscow Art Theatre on its 
50th anniversary. “I didn’t send 
greetings to Moscow,” she said. “I 
sent it to actors.” A little later she 
amended. 

“I didn’t send it. Someone said, 
‘Don’t you think it’s a good idea?’ 
I said, ‘Yes.’ They said, ‘Can we 
use your name?’ I said, ‘Yes’” 

“Did you not have any friends 


who were Communists?” asked 
Senator Watkins. 

“Never.” 

Arens said, “Alvin Hammer, 


however, refused to testify Defore 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee as to whether or not 
he was a Communist.” 

“That is correct.” 

“Adolph Green and Betty Com- 
den,” continued Arens, “with 
whom you were associated in The 
Revuers, have Communist Front 
records, do they not?” 

“No. I am as sure of that as I 
can be of anybody that isn’t me,” 

“Adolph Green, your friend, was 
a sponsor of the Committee for 
the Reelection of Benjamin Davis.” 

“I certainly never knew that.” 

“Betty "Comden, your friend, was 
reported to be a sponsor for the 
Committee for the Reelection of 
Benjamin Davis.” “I never knew 
that and I really doubt it.” 

Miss Holliday was asked about 
her connection with the Com- 
munist-backed Scientifie & Cultur- 
al Conference for World Peace, 
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| nagging and pestering. I 
|folk songs intensely. 


‘What was the subject of the} 





held at the Waldorf in New York 
in 1949. She said some youngsters 
rang her doorbell, asked her to 
sign a petition and that “I was 
sort of flattered.”” She said she 
signed, not knowing they would 
use her name as a sponsor. 

She said she has since learned 
the true nature of that conference. 
Asked about the Daily Worker re- 
porting her as an entertainer at a 
Commy Front affair, she replied: 

“My name has‘often been used 
without my knowing anything 
about it. They say, ‘Judy Holliday 
is coming.’ A great many of these 
things I know nothing about. I 


never knew about that, because I | 


don’t read the Daily Worker, until 

the Columbia people told me.” 
“Have you been affiliated with 

People’s Songs?” 
“I gave them much 


dislike 


after 


$1 


People’s Songs are terrible. I have 
no interest in it at all.” 

“You are listed as a member of 
the board of sponsors,” said Arens, 
“in a letterhead dated March, 
1948.” 


“That’s what they told me. That | 


is probably because I gave them 
$1. I didn’t even know they were 


Communist. I just hated their 
stuff.” 
“You realize, do you not, and | 


you did realize 
were atfiliated with all these Com- 
munist Front organizations, that 
your name could be used to in- 


fluence public opinion?” 


Name Value 


“I didn’t know they were Com- | 


munist Front, but I knew that my 
name had that kind of value.” 

“You watch it now, do you not?” 

“Ho, de I watch it now!” 

In response to questions, she ad- 
mitted her uncle, Joseph Gollomb. 
was “a very radical Communist” 
and onetime employee of the Daily 
Worker. She said he had broken 
with the Party, however, about 
1941 and had become rabidly anti- 
Commy. 

Asked why she registered Amer- 
ican Labor Party in 1948, she ex- 
plained that she regarded it as a 
“sort of middle party. It was the 
party that wasn’t in power and it 
wasn’t the Republican Party.” 

“Is your husband a member?” 
she was asked. “I don’t think so.” 

“Did you ever discuss politics?” 

“Only lately. And. boy, we talk 
about nothing else now. My hus- 
band’s friends talked either music 
or records, and my friends talked 
show business and who was getting 
where, and what you had to do to 
get a job.” 

At another place she explained, 
“I have had my eyes opened like 
they have never been opened in 
the last year by Columbia, by law- 
yers, by people that I have hired 
to investigate me. I wanted to 
know what I had done.” 

“You hired people to investigate 
you?” asked Senator Watkins. 

“I certainly did, because I had 
gotten into a lot of trouble.” Ex- 
plaining how careful she has been 
recently about appeals to her, she 
said, “I don’t say ‘Yes’ to any- 
thing now except cancer, polio and 
cerebral palsy, and things like 
that.” 

Arens asked her, “Do you know 
a lady by the name of Yetta Cohn, 
C-o-h-n?” “She has been my best 
friend for about 12 years. She is 
a policewoman for the city of New 
York.” 

“Has she anything to do in any 
respect. with your signatures and 


affiliations with these Communist | 


Front Organizations?” 

“No. I was told that she was a 
Communist.” 

“I beg your pardon?” said Arens. 

“I was told that she was a Com- 
munist by Mr. Bierly, who was in- 
vestigating me and my friends.” 
Rifkind explained that Bierly was 
an investigator hired by Columbia 
Pictures and was a former FBI 
agent. 

“The only way that I could fig- 


ure out that anybody could say ! 
that she was a Communist,” vol-| 


unteered Miss Holliday, “is be- 
cause she knows me and they say 
I am, because she is the most 
blameless creature, the most patri- 
otic and honest creature that I 
know, and she is not only a mem- 
ber of the police force but she has 
been promoted to be the editor of 
the police magazine, and I have 
full confidence that the police 


force of New York investigate 
their employees rather thor- 
oughly.” 


u 

Miss Holliday gave the commit- 
tee a statement about her feelings 
which she had prepared with the 
help of Nate Spingold, eastern 
head of Columbia Pix, and Ray 
Bell, a Col publicity man. In this 
she stated in part: 

“I am not a member of the Com- 


'to me to be subversive. ) 
posed to Commuuism. I resent its | 





I think the | 


at the time you! 











munist Party: I never was a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party; I am 
not a Communist; I am not a sub- 
versive: and I have never asso- 
ciated with any movement known 
I am op- 


threat to our existence.” 
In the Middle 





Burl Ives, who said he came to 


New York as a music student in) 


1933, detailed his long, varied 


background in show biz when he | 
testified before the committee on | 


May 20 last, amd explained his | 
position as follows: 

“T made a decision a good many 
years ago in regard to Commu-| 
nism. I realized I was not a Com-| 
munist and did not believe in the | 
Communist philosophy. But hav-| 
ing been for many years around | 
New York and in what they call | 
the general labor movement, and 
at the time of the New Deal, I 
was in the middle of all these 
artistic things that were happen- 
ing. As a matter of fact, my first 
audience as a singer was various 
unions and so-called progressive 
organizations.” He stated that in 
1950, “when this thing became a 
little more agitated,” he volun- 
tarily went before the FBi and 





“for the record, told my story that 
I was not subversive and was not 
against my country.” 

Asked about a wide variety of | 
“fronts” with which his name has 
been linked, he admitted that he 
had lent his name to some under 
the impression that they were good 
things. 

He said he had no recollection 
of any type of association with 
some of them, however. He was 
asked about a broadcast in which 
he participated in Noveniber, 1947, 
on behalf of the Hollywood 10 and 
explained, 

“There seemed to be an attack 
on the film industry and writers, 
and at that time it appeared to me 
that it was against a man’s civil 
rights, this investigation, and I felt 
it was wrong.” 

Ives said he had been for a while 
on the board of sponsors of Peo- 
ple’s Songs, Inc., and that Peter 
Seegar had probably invited him 
to join. He added, “I was asked 
to join them a long while ago, but 
I didn’t for the reason that they 
wrote a song called ‘I Hate War 
and So Does Eleanor’ which was 
against the President, and I 
thought this was in bad taste and 
didn’t agree with it.” He said his 
only connection had been in the 
furtherance of folk music, “and 
certainly never to further the pur- 
poses of the Soviet Union or any 
other organization that would be 
against our Government.” 

Ives told how he started in radio 
in 1940 at CBS on a folk singer’s 
program called “Back Where I 
Come From.” 

“At the end of this program,” he 
said, “I was the one person that 
they kept on the air as a single, 
and the others were let go, which 
probably had something to do with 
the antagonism.” 

ng It Up 

Ives continued later: “There are 
a couple of things I would like 
to clear up. 

“At the passport division in the 
U. S. Passport Dept., they told my 
wife in April, 1952, that there were 
two accusations against me, signed 
by some people. The first was that 





during 1943 and 1944 I gave $250 








each week to the Communist Party, 
I want to go on record as sayin 
that this is absclutely untrue, be. 
cause I would never have given 
that amount of money to anything 
because I didn’t have that amount 
of money and because I didn't 
make but $100 a week up until 
1944, and then I only made $259, 
Later in the year, 1944, I went 
into a show, ‘Sing Out Sweet Land’ 
and there I only started at $2509, 

“So in the first place it would 
have been impossible, and in the 
second place I just want to go on 
record as saying that this is a lie, 

“The second point is that some. 
body has signed a statement that 
I am a member of the Communist 
Party; three people have.” 

Ives said he is not, but that in 
the spring of 1944 he attended 
some open meetings of the then 
Communist Political Assn. to find 


|}out what it was all about. 


“T went to a few of those meet- 
ings over a period of time and re- 
jected this idea, the possibility of 
being a Communist, because I am 
against that philosophy.” He said 
he was taken to the meetings by 
“an old friend of mine,” Richard 
Dyer-Bennet, but that Dyer-Ben- 
net reached the same conclusion 
about Communism and also stopped 
attending the meetings. 

“Do you recall whether or not 


|}you were issued a membership 
card in the Communist Political 
; Assn.?” 


“I don’t know, but I may have 
been. I may have been issued a 
card beeause I remember I had 
something that got me in.” 

Sam Levenson testified before 
the Senate Committee on March 
20. He ‘appeared at his own re- 
quest. He said he was on the 
panel of the “This Is Show Busi- 
ness” TV show, sponsored by 
Lucky Strike, and that “I also have 
a show for which I have no spon- 
sor and would be very grateful for 
one.” 

He said he had once done six 
columns a week for the N. Y. Daily - 
Compass for $75 per week, later 
raised to $100. He joined at the 
invitation of Ted Thackrey, in the 
belief that it was a liberal publi- 
cation, but after he was on people 
began to comment to him. 

“I went te Mr. Thackrey. I 
asked him the $64 question, ‘Are 
you a Communist, Mr. Thackrey”’ 
Mr. Thackrey denied it complete- 
ly and said that, if anything, he 
had difficulty with the Commu- 
nists.” Levenson later discussed 
the situation with Paul Denis, an- 
other columnist on the paper. They 
decided they were being hurt by 
their connection, so both quit. 

“Mr. Levenson, are you or have 
you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party?” 

“I have not ever been. 
at present, either.” 

“Are you acquainted with Josh 
White?” “I have seen Josh White 
work as a performer.” 

“Are you aware of any Com- 
munist affiliations or associations 
of Josh White?” “No.” 

Alimony 

Appearing before the committee 
last Apri] 23 was Philip Loeb, New 
York actor, who was accompanied 
by his attorney, R. Lawrence Sie- 
gel. Asked about his present ac- 
tivity, by committee staff director 
Arens, Loeb replied: 

“I am receiving alimony rigit 

(Continued on page 41) 
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rom Mrs. Goldberg. I was 
tl off the air because my 
name was in ‘Red Channels,’ and 
J am living on the money that she 

avs me to satisfy the contract I 
Pad with her.” 

“What was that?” asked Sen. 
Homer Ferguson (R., Mich.). 

“Tt was joking. I am an ex-hus- 
pand of Mrs. Goldberg on the air, 
and therefore I get money every 
week for satisfaction of a contract 
that I had. I also do some teach- 
jng. She is Molly Goldberg, of 
the Goldbergs, and she is really | 
Mrs. Gertrude Berg.” 

Loeb said he had several weeks 
of employment with the Group 
Theatre. He was on the board of 
directors of Stage for Action for 
several months, and made a 
speech at the Racial Freedom 
Rally in 1945. 4 

“Have you ever knowingly been 
connected with any Communist 
movement?” asked Senator Fergu- 
son. 

“No sir. Not in the sense that 
I recall any Communist move- 
ment.” 

“Did you try to ascertain wheth- 
er or not they were Communist 
movements?” 

“No, I don’t think that I did. If 
the purpose of the movement 
seemed to me a laudable one, I 
had no compunctions in joining 
with those that I assumed were 
good American citizens.” 

Loeb added that things are dif- 
ferent today, because “we have 
troops fighting in Korea against 
people who are probably egged on 
by Communists, and sponsored by 
Communists, and the international 
situation is much, much different 
now than it used to be.” 


Loeb said “Red Channels” cited 
him for 17 Commy-Front associa- 
tions. “It is the inference that 
people draw from your listing there 
that affects you.” . 

Loeb said that while he fought 
against Actors Equity complying 
with the non-Communist oath, this 
was merely on principle and that 
he personally signed the -oath. 
Arens asked him, “Do you feel that 
the proceeding here today is fair 
and in the public interest?” 

“I think so.” 

“Have you been treated discour- 
feously or taken advantage of in 
any way?” 

“No; but I do say this, Mr. Arens, 
that in all fairness, it hurts me in 
the profession to be summoned 
here.” 

“What would you suggest as the 
alternative?” 

“I don’t know.” 

“Do you or did you know John 
Howard Lawson?” “Sure; I ap- 
peared in one of his plays once.”: 

Arens asked about a split in 
AFRA over the subject of Com- 
munism, 

“There is a feeling, I would say, 
among some members that there is 


Holliday, Ives, Levenson, Loeb 


Continued from page 40 





a Communist movement there. A 





so-called artists committee was 
formed to combat their activities.” 

“Which one of these forces are 
you identified with?” “I don’t 
know whether I am identified with 
either of them. I don’t do much 
radio work and never did, although 
I am a member.” Loeb said he had 
been. involved in various Commu- 
nist Fronts because “I thought they 
were laudable purposes.” He add- 
ed that he doesn’t approve of the 
purposes of “real Communists.” 

“Then,” asked Arens, “how do 
you account for your protests 
against duly authorized committees 
of Congress in making inquiry with 
respect to Communist activities 
and Communist membership?” 

“If I am a Communist—which 
I am not—and you were authorized 
by the Government to interrogate 
me to find out if I am a Commu- 
nist, which is a laudable purpose, 
if-you flagrantly violate my rights, 
I think you do more harm than I 
could do as a Communist.” 

“What is the basis of your be- 
lief that the interrogation of the 
Communists from Hollywood vio- 
lated their rights?” 

“That was in 1947. I thought 
it was a violation of their rights 
to ask them what political party 
they belonged to.” 

Loeb said he didn’t know his 
name was used in a protest against 
the trial and conviction of the 11 
topflight Communists in New York. 





Ives Statement 
Burl Ives yesterday (Tues.) is- 


sued the following statement: in | 


connection with the McCarran re- 
port: 

“In Europe this spring I found 
much Communist-inspired  senti- 
ment against our country that 
made clear to me that Communists, 
anywhere, are enemies of all es- 
tablished governments except their 
own, and not professional do-good- 
ers on a political level, as they 
have long masqueraded. 

Accordingly, upon my return 
from Europe last spring, I volun- 
tarily and in good will appeared 
before the Committee. As you 
will see by reading my sworn tes- 
timony before the McCarran Com- 
mittee, I am not and never have 
been a Communist. However, as 
a public figure, who at one time 
sang for, or unwittingly let my 
talents and name be used by or- 
ganizations later exposed as Com- 
munist-manipulated, I felt it my 
duty to disavow these groups, so 
that there would be no misunder- 
standing in the public mind of the 
nature of my association with 
them.” 





Greensboro, N. C.—Henry Sulli- 
van has resigned effective Oct. 16 
as manager of WCOG, a position 
he has held since July 5, 1949. He 
will become manager of WGTM at 


Flack Jackpot 


In what was probably the 
biggest cuffo ad given to a vid- 
eo program, the New York 
Post yesterday (Tues.) devoted 
its entire front page to touting 
the tele talk by GOP Vice- 
presidential candidate Richard 
M. Nixon. 


In type two inches tall, the 
tabloid’s screamer head read: 
“Television Highlights—Chan- 
nel 4—9:30, Nixon.” 
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WBKB-TV to Pay 
For Itself Within 
4 Years, Sez CBS | 


Washington, Sept. 23. 
CBS purchase of WBKB-TV in 
Chicago for $6,000,000, subject to 
FCC approval, will pay for itself 
in less than four years, according 
to findings filed with the agency 
last week in connection with the 

Paramount package proceedings. 
The network brief brought out 
that the Balaban & Katz station 
lost an aggregate of approximately 
$2,500,000 in the first 10 years of 
its operation (it went on the air in 
1940), made $652,000 in 1950 and 
had profits (before taxes) of about 
$1,600,000 last year. The manage- 
ment of the stations, said CBS, 
“anticipates that the rate of profits 
will continue at the same level.” 


The web told the Commission 
that there is no reason to believe 
that the price being paid for the 
station would result in ever-com- 
mercialization at expense of pubiic 
service. On the contrary, it de- 
clared, it plans a higher proportion 
of public service programs and a 
reduction in the amount of time 
devoted to commercials. 


If the proposed merger of ABC 
and United Paramount Theatres, 
on which purchase of WBKB is 
contingent, is approved, CBS said, 
the WBKB operation “will be ex- 
panded and strengthened in terms 
of facilities, staff and programs. 
The Chicago audience will have, 
through WBKB, a greater oppor- 
tunity than heretofore to view CBS 
network religious, discussion, edu- 
cational and other programs; it 
will also have a greater opportunity 
to view a large variety of local 
programs, including news and 
agricultural programs.” 


The web said its purpose in ac- 
quiring WBKB is to strengthen its 
operations and competitive posi- 
tion in the TV network field. 
As evidence of its ability to 
finance the purchase, it pointed to 
aSsets as of last Dec. 1 in excess of 
$90,000,000, including $11,000,000 
in cash, $19,000,000 in temporary 
cash investments and $23,240,000 
in notes and accounts receivable. 
The network listed its consolidated 








Wilson, North Carolina. 


Detailed technical problems of 
merging two unions, Television 
Authority and American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, will be 
tackled when the national beard of 
the new American Federation of 
Television & Radio Artists meets 
for the first time tomorrow night 
(Thurs.). 

New York members of the board 
will get together tomorrow, with 
Chi and L. A. members to follow 
suit shortly. AFTRA board con- 
sists of the 57 board members oi 
AFRA and their 50 TVA counter- 
parts. Among the problems to be 
taken up are’ such questions as 
combining the two organizations’ 
treasuries, disposition of staffers 
and policies on negotiating with 
the networks. Radio talks start in 
a couple of weeks and TV bargain- 
ing will follow in less than a 
month. An open question is 
whether the two bargaining ses- 
sions will be combined. 

It’s certain that the AFTRA 
board will accept the four condi- 
tions stipulated by the interna- 
tional board of the Associated Ac- 
tors & Artistes of America when 
it okayed the AFRA-TVA wedding 
last Wednesday (17). On that night 
and the next the AFRA and TVA 
boards accepted the conditions and 
so the AFTRA acceptance is mere- 
ly a formality. 

Conditions in the 4A’s resolution 
were: (1) AFTRA constitution be 
amended so that members of other 
branches would have until Jan. 1, 
1954, to become members of 
AFTRA without paying initiation 
fees; present deadline is next 
Jan. 1 


(2) AFTRA constitution must 
pattern its TV jurisdiction as de- 
fined by the 4A’s, which the pre- 
ceding week recognized Screen 
Actors Guild as having control 
over film TV (although leaving 
some gray areas still to be ham- 
mered out); 


(3) AFTRA will have to repay 
coin advanced to TVA by Chorus 
Equity, Equity and American 
Guild of Musical Artists, when 
TVA was set up as a trusteeship; 
and 

(4) AFTRA must agree to par- 
ticipate in present and future in- 
terchangeability agreements, such 
as on discount of dues and initi- 
ation fees. 

Further, AFTRA will agree to 
confer with other branches on five- 
branch or seven-branch merger. 

As forecast in VARIETY last 
week, it was the reversal of 
Equity’s opposition to AFTRA 
which permitted the blending. The 
legit union had claimed that an 
AFRA-TVA welding would inhibit 
a five-branch consolidation. How- 
ever, when Equity nixed the 
merger blueprint drawn up by reps 
of UCLA and Cornell U., that ob- 
jection’s validity was questioned. 





net income for 1951 as $6,360,000. 




















PRODUCED AND DIRECTED 
IN HOLLYWOOD BY 


Sponsor: PROCTER & GAMBLE 
Agency: COMFTON ADVERTISING, INC. 


FRANK WISBAR PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
Eagle-Lion Studios, Hollywood 


Equity later indicated it would 





AFRA, TVA Launch Final Huddles 
To Set Up Merged Union—AFTRA 


reverse its opposition if the TVA- 
SAG dispute were settled and 
other conditions met. TVA-SAG 
bickering was toned down by the 
4A’s resolution of two weeks ago, 
Vote on the TVA-AFRA linkup 
was unanimous, with the screen 
guilds abstaining. 


George Heller, TVA national 
executive secretary, said, “We're 
not out of the woods yet. There 


is still a mass of details to be 
cleared away.” TVA convention, 
skedded for this weekend, is auto- 
matically cancelled. 


CAMEL YIELDS MONROE 
VIDEO EXCLUSIVITY 


Stymied in efforts to peddle his 
show for TV because of an ex- 
clusivity on his services held by 
William Esty agency, on behalf of 
Camel cigarets, Vaughn Monroe 
has finally obtained the ciggie com- 
pany’s release. Camel sponsors the 
Monroe radio show on CBS but 
permitted its TV exclusive to lie 
dormant. 

As result, a Monroe TV show is 
now being peddied around the 
agencies. It’s available to anyone 
but a rival ciggie company. 


WCAE Axes Staff Band 
In Pitt Radio Cutback 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 

Radio pictures in general getting 
grimmer all the time, and WCAE’s 
presenting a good example of the 
growing retrenchment. For first 
time in a dozen years, station won't 
be using a staff band, and has so 
notified Baron Elliott. He was the 
studio maestro for eight straight 
seasons, not counting the time out 
he spent in the service during 
World War II. As a result, Elliott 
will job around, and is booked al- 
most solid on one-niters until the 
first of the year. 

Also at WCAE, Tom Duran, 
salesman there for 10 years, hag 
resigned to join Videopix, Inc., 
here, and will not be replaced. 
“Amateur Hour,” sponsored by 
Wilkens Jewelry Co., which station 
has had for the last five years, 
isn’t going back, and that’s a heavy 
loss in revenue. 


Okay Hawaii's Ist FMer 


Washington, Sept. 23. 

The first FM station for Hawaii 
was authorized last week by the 
FCC. The permit was issued to 
Heriry Lee in Honolulu. Lee’s ap- 
plication does not indicate how he 
will make the station pay. 

There are no FM sets in the ter- 
ritory, but Lee may have a Transit 
Radio, storecasting functional mu.- 
sic operation, planned. 











YEARS AHEAD 
IN KNOW-HOW AND SUCCESS! 


FRAN 








Associote Producer: SIDNEY SMITH 
Director of Photography: BENJ. H. KLINE 
Supervising Editor: HOLBROOK N. TODD 

Coordinator: ERNST JAEGER 
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Inside Stuff—Radio Circling the Kilocycl 
é Suli—ha Gridcast ‘Don'ts’ ircling the Kilocycles 
Robert W. Friedheim, general manager of World Broadcasting Sys- | Samas Continued from page 29 Fort Worth — A new quarter-;came Tuesday right after the start 


tem, has been upped to veepee. Pierre Weis, formerly sales manager 
‘of the transcription library, moves up to general manager and his 


assistant, Richard Lawrence, takes 


John L. Sinn, World prez, announced that Friedheim-will also co- 


ordinate various activities for the 


Co., as manager of the N. Y. office. 
the chores previously -handled by Herbert Gordon, who shifted from 
-Gotham to the Coast. 





Ralph N. Weil, veepee of WOV, 
the Advertising Club of N. Y.’s adv 


Among the leaders of the various meetings will be: Sydney Roslow, 
head of The Pulse, Inc.; Joseph A. Moran and Rodney Erickson, 
Young & Rubicam veepees; Frank Silvernail, BBD&O time buying 


manager; John Cowden, CBS-TV; a 
of WNBC-T, N. Y. 





WNYC, New York’s municipal station, will open its third annual 
Art Festival on Oct. 19. During the week-long fete, it will beam 50 
special programs, including museum tours, lectures, quizzes, forums 
and informal talks on phases of art. 


the sales post. 


parent firm, the Frederic W. Ziv 
Friedheim takes over some. of 


N. Y., directs the AM-TV clinic of 
ertising and selling course. 


nd Richard Pack, program director 





Various museums, galleries, professional groups and schools will 
participate. Regular programs, such as the “Masterwork Hour,” will 
be given an art flavor, featuring music inspired by art and artists. 








ATFP 


| Continued from page 25 


lasted until the wee hours of the 
morning, talking at length about | 
the SWG discussions which were | 
resumed last week. It was agreed | 
another meeting with the writers | 
should be held, and it’s skedded for 
tomorrow night. 

Johnson said “we're hopeful we 
will both get down to a common)! 
approach and solve these prob-| 
lems.” He said that, while the two | 
have not yet come to an agree-| 
ment, he was considerably heart- 
ened at resumption of talks, and | 
felt there was an area for common! 
agreement, 


a 














ABC-UPT 


aaa Continued from page 28 = 


sion, “the proposed alliance be- 
tween ABC and UPT affords a 
rare opportunity, to stimulate net- 
work competition at this formative 
point in the development of a 
nationwide TV system.” 

Approval of the merger, they 
argued, “will promote the public 
interest by providing for the first 
time a third combined AM and 
TV network strong enough in re- 
sources, showmanship, skill and 
managerial ability to challenge ef- 
fectively the existing and potential 
AM and TV stations throughout 
the country and the public which 
they serve with an urgently 
needed, high quality network pro- 
gram service. This has long been 
a commission objective.” 

Companies said “it is fallacious 
to suggest that UPT’s motion pic- 
ture and theatre TV exhibition in- 
terests would tempt it to retard 
the fullest deveiopment of tele- 
Vision. If its purpose were sup- 
pressive, it would be wasting its 
time in merging with ABC or, for 
that matter, with NBC or CBS. It 
can benefit from an investment in 
LL 














Now starring en NBC’s 
ALi STAR REVUE 
Saturday’s 8-9 p.m., EDST 


Mst. Williem Morris Agency 





essing of applications began (July |f 


v 


, ABC only to the extent that it suc- 


ceeds in developing the merged 
company so that it will be able 
to compete effectively with the 
dominant forces in the field.” 


60 New TV’ers | 


Continued from page 29 























1), the Commission has already 
certified for construction half again 
as many siations as are now on 
the air (109). 

With issuance of grants last 
week, the Commission decided to 
concentrate its limited staff facili- 
ties on uncontested applications in 
order to expedite establishment of 
TV stations in non-TV areas. This 
means that, effective Oct. 15, proc- 
essing of applications requiring 
hearings will be suspended until 
the agency has caught up with its 
present backlog of hearing cases. 

The agency explained that the 
233 applications so far marked for 
hearings will occupy its hearing 
examiners for some time and that 
therefore “no useful purpose would 
be served by designating additional 
applications for hearing at this 
time.” However, the Commission 
pointed out, suspension of process- 
ing of contested applications won't 
cause delays, as it will be “a con- 
siderable period” before examiners 
are caught up with their existing 
schedules (first. hearings on con- 
tested applications begin next 
week). 

Denver's fourth TV station, to 
operate in the UHF band, will be 
built by Mountain States Televi- 
sion Co., headed by Irving Jacobs, 
half owner of the Mammoth Sports 
Garden Co. Jacobs, according to 
the company’s application, is also 
identified with film production. 

Other commercial permits, all 
for UHF, went to radio station 
WCOV, Montgomery, Ala.; Little 
Rock Telecasters, Little Rock, Ark; 
station KMJ, Fresno, Cal.; station 
WCOS, Columbia, S. C.; station 
WNOK, Columbia, S. C., and sta- 
tion WROV, in Roanoke, Va. 

The noncommercial authoriza- 
tion to the N. Y. Board of Regents 
was voted over the opposition of 
two commissioners, George Sterl- 
ing and Edward Webster, who ob- 
jected to handing out permits 
without funds being on hand to 
cover construction. Noting that 
costs of the station were included 
in a budget “being prepared” by 
the Regents, Sterling pointed out 
that the state legislature does not 
meet until next January, which 
would be the earliest date appro- 








Ad Agencies 
Package Producers 


1. A Top-Notch Film 


(With 3 


Just Contact 


~ LEONARD 


115 West 45th Street, New 








Everyone Who Uses Motion Pictures 
If Your Film Problem Needs: 


(Who Knows the Answers) 
2. A Top-Notch Director 


39 Fifteen Minute Shows, ard 
500 T.V. $ 
3. A Top-Notch Editorial Service 
{Backed by 30 years ex 
the Finest Technical 


Formerly V.P. and Production Chief, Video Varieties Corp. 


———— ee EE 


Consultant 


9 Half-Hour Shows, 
to His Credit). 


ience and 
quipment) 


York 36, N.Y. PL 7-4162 














additional revenue from numerous 
outstate stations coming in for in- 
dividual games. They’ll pay a two 
and a half hour rate with a mini- 
mum $250 charge. It'll only cost 
the NBC net telephone _iine 
charges and other expenses in- 
volved to air the game with Cali- 
fornia over the national network 


rogram, “Doctor’s Orders” | of his nightly platter session in the 
oan ae its debut here on| downtown Colony restaurant. | it 
WBAP and will be heard each|was to the announcement: We 
Sunday. Series is true to life} now return you to the WCPO home 
dramas of health and the doctor's | studio. 


tinuous war against disease. “a 
Series ie sponsored by the Alcon n cpevene bg the! | tenemone 
ipti ri as been 
Prescription Laboratories. St cease theca 3. 
Maurer who purchased WHKK ... 








Minneapolis — Robert McKinsey, 





because it’s not sponsored. Each of 
the out-state stations taking a feed 
off a broadcast direct from the 
Stadium, however, must pay the 
regular fee. 

The university requires that the 
sponsor, narrator, program partici- 
pants and broadcast outline shall 


|be approved by it in advance and 
|bars out candidates for political 


office, political parties’ representa- 
tives, religious organizations and 
special interest groups and parties 
from the football broadcasts. 

It also stipulates that commer- 
cials, after being approved, should 
be broadcast only from the origi- 
nating studio and should be limited 
to a single presentation within the 
five minutes before the game's 
start and should not be longer 
than two minutes in duration. 

No banners, pennants or signs 
are permitted to be displayed on 
the outside of the press bex or 


broadcasting booths. 


Studio Without Walls 


Continued from page 26 


from 2 to 2:30 p.m. Gitlin, recipi- 
ent of several awards last season 
for his “‘Nation’s Nightmare” series 
on CBS Radio, tagged “Every- 
where” as the “show with an all- 
electronic setting.” He explained 
that one of the vignettes on the 
preem, for example, will centre 
around Joan Edwards and her 
nine-year-old daughter and their 
respective show biz careers. Duo 
will play against a rear-screen pro- 
jected slide of their actual living- 
room which, Gitlin said, will be 
combined with a new. special 
effects device to give viewers the 
impression that the living-room is 
actually the set. 

In addition tc a similar show 
biz bit each stanza, the series will 
also present one emotional situa- 
tion, such as a street mugging; 
a comedy bit, and a human in- 
terest bit. Gitlin has -lined up a 
special production crew for the 
show, including Lloyd Gross, as 
director; Charles Romine, as 
scripter; Mel Heatter, as story 























editor, and Dave Moore, as report- 
er. 





Larrp Krupp has been appointed 


assistant program director and night supervisor of WJW 


|producer and director of number) wnpK has added Ernie Benedict 


of shows at WCCO, named radio | .14 the Kendall Sisters in a 11:30 
acting program director to succeed | 4 across the board polka, west- 
Robert Sutton who is being trans- | ory and hillbilly songfest . . . Rep. 
ferred to a CBS station in Los An-| 4 Gian B. Fink has a daily 15- 
|geles in same capacity . . . Peter) minute newscast on WDOK .. . 
|Card, 23-year old son of Clellan| Former OPS Director Mike DiSalle 
Card, WCCO-TV personality, killed | ;.. .edding a six to nine hour TV 
when his air force training plane |taixathon here to stimulate his 
|crashed and burned at San Angelo, campaign for the Senate .. . Kranz 
Tex. He was finishing first phase | prewing Corp. has placed its Old 
jof basic training and would have | hutch Beer account with Marcus 
been commissioned as an air force | advertising Inc. and will continue 
} pilot in December .. . Frank Buetel hourlong Old Dutch Polka, Mon- 
|has resigned from WLOL staff to day, 11 p.m., from WEWS to To- 
| become sports director for WDGY | jeg. Dayton and Columbus . . . TV 
|where he succeeds Don O’Brien | <etc’in this area now total 648.876, 
|who is on absence leave because of | 2, increase of 9,000 as against 
| iliness, August. 

| Louisville — WHAS, Louisville,|; Detroit— Edythe Fern Melrose, 
/has been notified by the National! WXYZ-TV's “Lady of Charm,” has 
|Council of Churches of Christ that | been named radio and television's 
its service program “Moral Side | outstanding woman of the year by 
Of the News” has been given spe-|the Cleveland Women’s Advertis- 
cial honor award “for courageous | ing Club. Miss Meirose will be the 
attempt to provide insight into | principal speaker at the club’s an- 











contemporary events and issues.” nual meeting Sept. 27. 
ave wears wit WHASTV ae news | WMGM’S SPORTS SPREE; 
writer and TV News coordinator 200 EVENTS ON SKED 


will leave Oct. 1 to become — 
Relations assistant to former Ken- ; Cee 2 
WMGM, Loew’s-owned indie in 
tucky Governor Keen Johnson at Gotham. will launch its biggest 
lineup of winter sports next month, 


Reynolds Metals Co. 
Worthington O.—Phil Sheridan with about 200 sports events to be 


centinuity director of WRFD, has beamed. Se 
moved ret to the promotion man-| . Bertram Lebhar, Jr., director = 
ager’s post to fill the vacancy cre- the outlet, said that W MGM et 
ated when Gene Miller left to join| beam a play-by-play almost every 
United Broadcasting Co. Jack H.| night. Sked will include 35 N. Y. 
Packard now heads continuity. Rangers hockey games from Madi- 
son Square Garden and 15 away 
Boston — Harvey J. Siruthers,| games; 25 N. Y. Knicks pro basket- 
general manager of WEEI, has| ball games at home and 20 away; 
been elected Director of Advertis-| 62 collegiate hoop games; 10 Ivy 
ing Club of Boston replacing Wil-| League college basketball events; 
liam B. McGrath, WHDH managing | three college basketball contests 
director, who resigned because of | from the 69th Regiment Armory, 
press of his many duties. land 12 college grid games, includ- 


ing eight on the Army sked. 
Cincinnati—Turntables here are| awake a Tip From Me,” 20-min- 


—e yaa from one | ute airer which is gareiee before 

: * and after every football game on 
a wane Bm mec ‘_ | Saturday and Sunday, will start its 
who also left WSAI in a budget- 12th year on the station. Indie’s 
cutting move, is expected to wind | Staff includes Bert Fe “—— 
up at WLW. Walter ‘Phillips, who| Glickman, ‘Ward on a 
took sudden departure from WCPO | Husing, Kal Ross, Johnny Mos 
last week, appears to be headed| and Chris Schenkel, with a few 
for WKRC. The Phillips fadeout | others still to be set. 
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HARRIET VAN HORNE OF THE N. Y. WORLD-TELEGRAM & SUN says: 


“WORDS IN THE NIGHT” - 


NBC Radio, Friday, 10:15- 10:30 P.M., EDST 


“THE BEST, THE BRAVEST, THE MOST BEAUTIFUL RADIO PROGRAM 
I'VE COME UPON IN A LONG TIME IS “WORDS IN THE NIGHT” .. . 
| can’t say enough in praise of “Words In the Night”. 1! only wish it 
were on the air every night. It has the kind of beauty that nourishes 
the spirit.’ 


Thanks for those 
brave and beautiful words. 


DAVID ROSS 


PRODUCER - CREATOR - NARRATOR 
OF “WORDS IN THE NIGHT” 


Management: 





Thanks Also te 





Sally Sweetiand, Soprano 
Tony Mottola, Guitarist 


George Voutsas, Director 
of “Words in the Night” 










Dick Rubin 
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Jocks, 


Peggy Lee-Gordon Jenkins Orch: 
“Sans Souci’-“River River’ The 
same collaboration. betwen Peggy 
Lee and Gordon Jenkins, which 
produced “Lover,” has come up 
with another unusual side in “Sans 
Souci.” It's a compelling cut with 
a Latin beat and an offbeat, slight- 
ly melodramatic lyric which Miss 
Lee projects in restrained style 
against one of Jenkins’ fancier ar- 
rangements. “River” is another ef- 





fective slice in a slow but arrest-| 


ing tempo. 

Jo Stafford-Frankie Laine: “To- 
night We're Setting The Woods 
On Fire”-“Piece A-Puddin’” (Co- 
lumbia). This coupling of rhythin 
sides should attract some attention 
via the colorful duet of the Staf- 
ford-Laine team. Neither tune is 


Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 





“You Darlin’” (Columbia). . Art 
Lowry'’s new sides are more ini- 
pressive than his initial slices for 
Columbia last month. Lowrys 
keyboard attack on “Dardenella” 
hits hard and commercially and 
could be a strong jukebox entry. 
Lowry’s piano again dominates the 
orch on “You Darlin,” in a solid 
rhythm attack also slated for 
plenty of spins. 

| Jackie Jocko: “Lover Come Back 
To Me”’-“You Can’t Get Too Far 
| With a Broken Heart” (Mercury). 
Jackie Jocko is Mercury’s latest en- 
| try in the male stylist sweepstakes. 
| Jocko has one of those extreme de- 
liveries which is a biend of John- 
|mie Ray, Frankie Laine and Bill 
| Farrell. The pipes, however, sound 
| slightly raucous on these sides. His 





RCA Victor's Coin Operators Sales Mgr. 
James J. Lennon 
discourses on the 


New Horizon for the 
Coin Machine Industry 


* * * 


one of the many byline pieces 
in the special 
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spinning time. 
Me, Kiss Me,” 
ber which is matc 
and Jack Pleis’ orch 
Dream” is in the 





| 


; 
} 


| duplicated in some 20 cities in the 
| United States with populations of 
|over 200,000, Dr. Warren S. Free- 


lat a 


ey, 


RIAA Projects 20 Fetes After 
Hartford; ‘Oscars’ Also in Works 


. Hartford, Sept. 23. 
If the Greater Hartford Record 
Festival, scheduled for the week of 
September 30 Irere at the Bushnell 
Memorial, is a success, it will be 


man told Variety here last week 
Kickoff cocktail party for the 
festival which is being sponsored { 
by the RIAA. In addition, the ex- 





| Boston University music dean, who | 

“Hold Me, Thrill | 
is an exciting num-| 
hed by her vocal | J | 
backing. “One| try is planning a series of “Oscar | 
lilting ballad | Awards” next March in New York 


is lining up the first festival of re- | 
corded music under the sponsor- 
ship of the RIAA, said the indus-| 


} 


the establishment of a numberin 
system similar to the Dewey Degj. 
mal System (numbering setup to 
identify bgoks in libraries). 


The record festival will als 
mark the 75th anniversary of the 
invention of the phonograph py 
Thomas A. Edison. Some 43 rec. 
ord companies are cOsponsoring 
the festival through the RIAA 
with none of them taking any spe. 
cial credits for efforts. It’s al] in 
the interest of the industry. 

In addition to Dr. Freeman, the 
following others are taking an ac. 
tive participation in the festival: 


| Joseph C. Martin, promotion chief 


of the RIAA; Barbara Nelson, g 
nite club songstress who resides 
here and is familiar with local ra. 





standout but the renditions are| version of “Lover Come~Back To d is enhanced by a mel-| City at a dinner meeting at the| 4; A ; 
clever enough to reach mid-hit| Me” races in commonplace man- ew multiple-voice gimmick. Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. Pag: a and Jim 
levels. “Fire’’ has more generes (See and the flip is only fair ma- . sak Ghkdak Gialieed olll coneiad mith, local publicist. 
possibilities while “Puddin’” is an | terial. t agent ed ag bree tn 

attempt to repeat this duet’s ‘“Ham- | Cindy Lord: “My — My Platter Pointers bb path ange giey om pa ene La ee H 

bone” click. It’s too close to the} Life’-*Mighty Lonesome Feelin’ ” has a pleasing | , siness. § 

Original, however. Paul Weston '(M-G-M). “My Love, My Life,” a Champ Butler has P According to Freeman, the festi- ITy pier In osp 





Best 


PEGGY LEE-GORDO 
(Decca) $e yee 


N JENKINS 


Bets 


SANS SOUCI 
.. River River 


JO STAFFORD-FRANKIE LAINE..SETTING WOODS ON FIRE 


(Columbia) 


GEORGIA GIBBS 
(Mercury ) 


ee 


“tee eeeeeeeeee 


Piece A-Puddin’ 


MY FAVORITE SONG 
.. Sinner Or Saint 





orch and Norman Luboff Choir as- 


sist with excellent rhythm back- 
grounds. 

Georgia Gibbs: “My Favorite 
Song”-“Sinner Or Saint” (Mer- 


cury). “Favorite Song” is not as 
strong fare as “Kiss of Fire’ for 
Georgia Gibbs but it’s delivered 
for maximum impact on this slice. 
It’s an okay tune with an easy beat 
for easy listening but lacking heavy 
impact. “Sinner Or Saint’ gets a 
good workover by Miss Gibbs and 
may step out as the top side. Fred- 
dy Martin orch's version of this 
tune for RCA Victor is fair, Stuart 
Wade delivering an unimpressive 
vocal. 

Johnny Standley: “It’s In The 
Book” (Capitol). This is a two- 
sided comedy talking number which 
might garner some attention. 
Standley delivers a psuedo-revival- 
ist discourse on “Little Bo-Beep’ 
with a ponderous style which has 
some satirical tite. Audience laugh- 
ter on the disk makes this sound 
like a radio comedy show. Disk 
also contains: some parodied re- 
vivalist choruses sung by Standley 
and audience. 

rt Lowry Orch: “Dardenella”- 


beautiful ballad which merits spins, 
gets another fine interpretation by 
Cindy Lord, a promising vocal tal- 
ent who needs the right tune to 
break through. Miss Lord handles 
the lyrics with taste and sensitivity. 
“Lonesome Feelin’” is a good slow 
ballad with a torch quality which 
Miss Lord projects with bluesy 
pipes. Sarah Vaughan’s slice of 
this tune for 
help launch this tune. 


Henri Rene Orch: “I'm Never 
Satisfied’’-“‘Little White Rosebush” 
(Victor). “Satisfied” is a cute polka 
novelty with a bright beat which 
Henri Rene’s orch socks over with 
a snappy vocal by Lou Dinning. 


a juve-styled item which gets a 
pleasing production by Miss Din- 
ms and Rene. 

aren Chandler: “Hold Me, 
Thrill Me, Kiss Me’’-“One Dream” 
(Coral). Karen Chandler makes 
an effective debut as a Coral label 
warbler on this coupling. Her 
vibrant piping quality and song- 
selling know-how make her a po- 
tent entry in the femme disk 
sweeps. Miss Chandler scores on 
both sides with each due for hefty 





Columbia will also | 


It’s fine juke fare. “Rosebush” is | 


country tune in “You Win Again 
for Columbia. ..“Smada” is a first- 
rate sampling of Duke Ellington’s 
work on the Okeh label...Woody 


Kerman also impresses 
slice of “Blues in Advance” on the 
Mars label...Ricky Vallo is effec- 


There’s Heaven” (M-G-M)...On 
the same label, Barbara Ruick and 
Carleton Carpenter have a cute 
version of 


“Won'tcha Stay” for Universal... 
Rusty Draper, 
much like Frankie Laine, betts 
hard on “I Gotta Have My Baby 
Back” (Mercury)...Ellen Sutton 
vocals impressively on “Then I'll 
Know” (Kem).. 


is not one of 
(Decca)...On the same label, Guy 
Lombardo has a pleasing side in 
“Hide-away Harbor” (Decca).. 
Bell Sisters have an okay tune in 
“If'n” (Victor)...Johnny Mercer 
has a fine slice of “Glow Worm” 
for Capitol...In the honky-tonk 
vein, Jack Fina orch hits a bright 
pace on “Rinky 
(M-G-M). 


strumentals in “Curtain Time” and 
“My Love-My Love” 
Paul Darnay makes an impressive 
wax debut with “Don’t Cry My 
Heart” on the indie Brewster label 


keyboard form on “Malaguena” 
(Decca) . . . Dolores Hawkins does 
a fine job on “I’m in the Mood for 
Love” (Coral) .,. . Frankie Carle 





(Victor) . 
Dream”’ on Capitol rates spins. 





VarteTY }() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines “ee ° Set. 20 


$4 0406466444404 
TPO BUTE... cccee aces Columbia 
1, YoU BELONG TO ME (4) (Ridgeway) . eevee eeeeee Dean Martin Si eababaned Capitol 
2. I WENT TO YOUR WEDDING (2) (St. Louis).............. Patti Page ...... .....Mercury 
3. WISH YOU WERE HERE (7) (Chappell).................. Eddie Fisher ........... Victor 
. { Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol 
4. MEET MR. CALLAGHAN (2) (Leeds)......... ceccccveces ¢ Harry Grove Trio ..... London 
Mitch Miller ......... Columbia 
_ HIGH , Oe....-.. { Frankie Laine ........Columbia 
5 NOON (4 (Feist) ee ee . ee ee ee ) Bill Hayes ey See MGM 
6. AUF WIEDERSEH ’ Vera Lynn ..... an . London 
N (14) (Hill R) re ee eeeeeeee } Eddy Howard Préwkn an Mercury 
7. JAMBALAYA (3) (Acuff-R)......... cocccccee JO Stafford ........5: Columbia 
8. HALF AS MUCH (15) (Acuff-R)............... aee-epes Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
9. SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY (6) (United)............. | Sneee. °°, raat 
| Tony Bennett ....... Columbia 
10. SHOULD I (1) (Robbins)....... tt fr) ae err 000 SN UROOR- bess pa'edinre os Decca 
‘ 
Second Group 
en: Se. Cs Me Ds ince nn cae vee Wn cbewecescees -» Hugo Winterhalter ...... Victor 
FOOL, FOOL, FOOL (Progressive) ............ccecceces ccccge ae DUO. os Rist wad Capitol 
WALKIN’ TO MISSOURI (Hawthorne) ..... ° sv ddeccccccciccs Mammy Kage .....5., Columbia 
EAs Meee GevG a... .. ack ae. its s nae she t DiWhee sé seuee ee a as eee MGM 
BOTCH-A-ME (10) (Hollis). ................0005. ks btancasee » Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
ee I. wie icedececeretuctcoccs «.++ Frankie Laine-D. Day .Columbia 
MY LOVE AND DEVOTION (Shapiro-B)................cccceee 4, Othe Victor 
ee ES, tc tee enebenecéeeceeseces Patti Page Pied € « 05 Mercury 
MAYBE (10) (Robbins)............ P. Como-E. Fisher ......Victor 
WALKIN’ MY BABY BA y . Sylva-B- {Johnnie Ray ......... Columbia 
CK HOME (15) (DeSylva-B-H).......... ) Nat (King) Cole ...... Capitol 
HERE IN MY HEART (13) (Melliny..............00cc.cccccecce. ) Al Martino ....... +++... BBS 
| Tony Bennett ........ Columbia 
DELICADO (13) (Witmarh)....00 05... ..c cc ccecetececcoseseeces ¢e. Do  Cofemmite 
par tS. Kenton . Capitol 
Ss eu mnabe saubeees Vie Damone ......... Mercury 


SO MADLY IN LOVE (Shapiro-B) 
BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE (Feist) 


GLOW WORM (Marks) 


(Figures m parentheses wdicate nuinber of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 


ee a a a 


| 


Bing Crosby-J. Wyman . Decca 
Georgia Gibbe Mercury 
Nat (King) Cole ...... Capitol 
es ie ae oe Decca 


SCHOO FS CEFECCCCO? 22a ope hb ppb babi hh AAA AAAAAAAAAAALRne 


| 


with his} 
tive on a big ballad, “As Sure As} 


“No Two People”... | 
Lorry Raine has a neat side in| 


still sounding too) 


Louis Armstrong’s | 
version of “Takes Two To Tango” | 
his better efforts | 


Dinky Melody” | 


Acquaviva has a pair of vivid in- | 


(M-G-M) .. .| 


Carmen Cavallaro is in top) 


has a clicko cut of “Mademoiselle” | 
. . Bob Eberly’s “When I | 





val will be mainly for the purpose 
|of exciting public interest to the| jin Mt. Sinai Hospital, New York 
|sale of turntables and_ records. | for two more weeks following mi. 
| More of the former sold, he noted, | nor surgery. : 
means more of the Jatter sold | He was operated on last week 

He also pointed out that the in-| and is over it 100%, but a fort- 
night’s rest has been deemed ad- 
visable. 


Music publisher Larry Spier js 


| dustry is planning other stabiliz- 
|ing features. Among these will be 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index, 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director. Alphabeticatly tisted. 


Survey Week of September 12-18 





Auf Wiederseh’n Sweetheart ...........0. eoocese. Hill & R 
a Te, BO COMES A ois icec ecteccse osccceee -DeSylva-B-H 
Botch-A-Me... ee ee ee Te 00080000 See 
SP >, g 3) 0S 0-6 Oe ob 6 ol00 6 eS TSS OPP TTT TT) fy 
ne meee”. 20 sss cacccsunseebd eeues ecoces ACUU-R 
mere Comes That Mood 2... ccc cetiasddeas 6 §eeuede aae 
|. he Sa eee reer eee evceceee aare 

I Went To Your Wedding...........cseee0e obésvec ee 1eGis 
yo el $idnetesetakewes codecs Wwaemark 
er a Pane Pabintd: cuende cocveeee- Algonquin 
OE gers. por rer Se eeenre rt ee «eee» Duchess 
BRE” SUE, 6.66.05 06 0s 00s 80 weds <eAb b000 secccemervan 
er ne ree ee ee eccccses Bregman-V 
SN LN oe” fo eka ea eee Mee dees seceeees RODbINS 
Meet Mr. Callaghan... ....+e0c8 deta dlPnaeed% oceses OES 

My Love and Devotion.......c.ccccceccecs cbs descee MEOen 
Once In A While........ Scectuseeseer WreevT Trey 
Roses Of Yesterday.......... reer rey ass e060 serene 
ee Seba eae és eeeeccdee 
Somebody Loves Me....... ee oe PITTI TT YT ee 
Somewhere Along Way......ccccccccees scceceeee Wee 
SOenene WOEs F MGW. oo dc vc ove vc covee ceerceuds Bale 
ey a veeeeeee RODDING 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home............ eececceee DeSylva-B-H 
Walkin’ To Missouri...... TECTITERTTTTT Tr 
Wedding Bells Will Soon Be Ringin’........ cccece Laurel 
Lo RB. FE Seer es 
Wish You Were Here—*‘Wish You Were Here”....Chappell 
We Ble oo kc Cbd. cc cebee Adie che «ee. Ridgeway 
poe ES eae hee ee bess ce ce 
Zing a Little Zong—i“Just For You”. ..... ee eeees. Burvan 


Second Group 
Because You're Mine—{“Because You're Mine”.....Feist 





>: | eee ‘ TTS Pee RME KEL coece aun 
hoch 6. ans 0hamk’ 1500046600 000006608660080n0 NNO 
ead san & om MTTTTITITTTTTTh i 
Early Autumn eeeeo00e0060 Rp a Ge A 
Here In My Heart ...... (eben dbiedeseessoeteges saan 
ED -49:045 000.03 06504 Merrit? ty 
High Noon—7“High Noon” .........0005 ceépnensouee 
Se We OD...» sous 00cennscbesesesscesaensereeee 
cane oe YO Th Bahia... ccna Peni kss 000066600 ee Mw 
a 9 3:0 +05 00000006000R Rees Ce 
Just For You-—i“Just For You”....... concocecosce DUrvan 
cna ick bas ceded ae cae ca thé ccccccdccccsoceee PUmMmOUS 
Mademoiselle....:.. 00 0n0seencdecsesseesbneens taen meee 
Need Me eee ee ee eees ee WEUYTITITINEEEX Err Pe 
Should I eee ee o wee cecdoccecceccscese cog cme 
String Along “eee eee eee 09.00060860460000006000606060EE 
Takes. Two To Tanga....... etbédccctecdeccoeretene 
Till The End Of The Worle. cccdedoesviesceeveseeeee 
Trumpeter’s Lullaby........ WITT TIT Tie 

. esi ares: seednewes 900eee0ces Me 
Were By TRO RIVGl. ic cc csccccecccad seseeeeees Sheldon 

Top 10 Songs On T¥ 

Down By the O-hi-o............ 56h0es ¥en ccooboage BULeCeL. 
Half As Much Merete ce ree eree 
High Noon—j“High Noon”........scescecccccece Feist 
fe pees: ecce decoded écncocecocccdeee 
SE fa wa deeeé viens 900645000 64%nnank keane 
8 8 eae ceceecccccccccccccencse capeemeee 
See America First............. edeveedcecescosonsae 


Walkin’ My Baby Back Home............... veeee DeSylva-B-H 
Wish You Were Here—*“Wish You Were Here” ....Chappell 
You Belong to Me scones Ridgeway 





FIVE TOP STANDARDS 


| All Of Pa sisi s wet cech bbe etcdedheesenese coos 
Carolina In The BEOURING. « c00ene+epcsesceeetaene 
1 Got Rhythm. . éseresee TTT TETTTITT TT TTT TT Te iad Worl 


|} Sunny Side Of The Street..........ceesecececeess Shapiro-B 
No Business Like Show Business........eeeeeeee++ Berlin 





+ Filmusical. 








* Legit musical. 
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But Soar on Radio 


Tin Pan Alley hepsters are cur-+ 
rently studying an industry para- 
gox whereby tunes that are find- 
ing it impossible to get wax ver- 
sions from any of the major disk 
companies are getting plenty of 
jive performances from New York 
pands on remote broadcasts. The 
paradox is deepened by the fact 
that these tunes are all published 
py the same firm, Life Music, which 
has a BMI deal giving it over $40 
er network shot. 

Currently involved are three 
tunes, “The Sweetest Words I 
Know,” “How Close” and “Here 
Comes That Mood,” all in the Life 
catalog. Although it’s now axio- 
matic that a tune has got to have a 
hit disk to be programmed, these 
tunes have defied that thesis by 
getting high on the performance 
sheets without the help of any 
wax push. In fact, on a listing of 
the John G. Peatman sheet for the 
week of Sept. 11, these tunes 
ranked above such other potent en- 
tries as “Kiss of Fire,” “Jam- 
balaya,” “Maybe,” “Lovely To Look 
At.” “Luna Rosa” and “Delicado.” 

Barney Young, operator of the 
Life firm, has hypoed these tunes 
on the live performance sheets by 
getting them liberally spotted on 
the N. Y. remotes. In many cases, 
the bands on remotes only play a 
fast chorus of the Life tunes but 
they still count as plugs in the 
BMI logging system. 

Following is a breakdown of the 
number of plugs received by the 
Life tunes from the various bands 
playing remotes during the week 
of Sept. 5-11. 

“The Sweetest Words I Know” 





Bernie Cummins........... 4 
Vincent Lopes. .icsctcccers 3 
Tommy Reynolds...see-ee. 1 
Henry Jerome..... HGrddse SB 
Geer DOMONE. «scicdicoecet & 
Art Waner...... Terre Tee 
Irving Ficlas, . ..i+sssasees a 
“How Close” 
Bernie Cummine.... cs veoks q 
Tommy Reynolds.........< 1 
Henry Jerome...... AA RS 
Gecar Dumont ..s.26e% dbase 1 
Mit Wate... i vactcedemsale 
Vincent Lopez...... ey eet 2 
Irving Fields....... Baaeene 4 
“Here Comes That Mood” 
Bernie Cummins........... 4 
Vincent Lapet...sicccoccte SB 
Tommy Reynolds.......... 1 
Henry Jerome....cccccceee 3 
Gecar Dumont. «ssccccvecse 2 
Me WOl. . : cédhuvedéaciee 
Irving Fields...... Ty Tih. 


The hypo for these three tunes 
is no accident since Young has 
kept a whole string of tunes high 
Up on the list for the past couple 
of years via his unique plugging 
methods. 





Lombardo’s 23d Straight 
Year at N.Y. Roosevelt 


Guy Lombardo orch returns to 
the Hotel Roosevelt Grill, N. Y., 
Monday (29) for its 23d consecutive 
fall-winter season. 

Hank D'Amico’s combo will 
again be the relief outfit. 





Coral Records has picked up the 


option on Pearl Bailey’ ntra 
or another year. opti " 


Tops in Australia 


(Week of Sept. 16) 
Walking Baby Back Home 


Johnnie Ray Cc : 
winnie Ray........ olumbia 
Fickle Fingers 


ohnnie O’Connor. . .Fidelit 
Walking Baby Back Home 
(“King”) Cole. ...Capitol 
andy Dancers Ball 
fankie Laine...... Columbia 
Betend Heart 
a OCU. os case sei Capitol 
mee Enchanted Evening cd 
AL Rare i 
piacksmith Blues ew 
a Mae } i 
oe Morse.......Capitol 
The Weavers. ..., eases. Decea 


The Three Bells 


wme Valli... .....ccc H 
Ay-Round the Corner __ nia 


© Weavers...........Decca 





$250,000 A 


3 Top-Plugged Tunes Can't Get Disking 


Via Band Remotes 





Alan Kayes 
writes on 
The Longhair Hit 
- Parade 


(From Caruso te Toscanini) 
* 7 


one of the many editorial features 
in the special 
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RCA to Press In 
Italy Early 53 


G. A. (Joe) Biondo, head man for 
Radio Corp. of America, is joining 
RCA prexy Frank M. Folsom in 
nome this weekend. He is flying 
over tomorrow (Thurs.) to make 
Rome his permanent home and for 
that reason delayed accompanying 
Folsom to Europe last weekend. 
Biondo is giving up his 5th Ave. 
(N. Y.) apartment, his wife and son 
follow him back to Italy by boat 
in mid-October. 

An expansion program by Bi- 
ondo, as co-partner with RCA, will 
necessitate intensive application to 
the manufacturing and merchan- 
dising of the new RCA line of rec- 
ords, all speeds. Biondo will apply 
himself to encouraging licensees to 
manufacture the 45 rpms and also 
three-way players—78s, 45s and 
LPs (3314 rpm). RCA Victor’s new 
Extended Play (EP) will come later. 

Biondo has a pressing plant all 
set for spring operation, situated 
some 12 miles outside of Rome, 
en route to Tivoli. Folsom will 0.0. 
it on his current junket, as he will 
also RCA’s expansion program in 
Spain where, likewise, a site near 
Madrid has been selected. 

Both Rome and Madrid are im- 
portant also for artistic reasons as 


.| focal points for talent. The Spanish 


fountainhead of pressings made in 
that country means a vast South 
American market and other over- 
seas sales potentials. 

Biondo has been huddling in the 
U. S. with RCA Victor a.&r. chief- 
tain George Marek on his first line 
of surefire standards — Toscanini, 
Horowitz, Heifetz, Rubinstein, et 
al., and ditto on a line of pops. 
The moneyed Italians pride them- 
selves on importing disks from 
England, France and tne States; it 
is Biondo’s idea to bring the price 


down to a domestic merchandising | 


level and expand the orbit both 
in phonographs and-:records. 


Balinese Dancers Music, 
Orch in Col Album 


Columbia Records has come up 
with a unique original-cast album 
in picking up the rights to the 
Dancers of Bali and the Gamelan 
orchestra, the Balinese troupe cur- 





rently playing at the Fulton Thea- | 


tre, N. Y. 


Diskery will issue the music from 


the show on a single 12-inch LP 
platter. 


ASCAPers’ Infringement 





Action Vs. Tenn. Hotel | 


Another $250 ASCAP suit claim- 
ing copyright infringement was filed 
in U. S. District Court, Ga., last 
week in an action brought by Feist, 
T. B. Harms and DeSylva, Brown & 
Henderson against the Iokout 
Mountain Hotel, Lookout Moun- 
tain, Tenn. 

Tunes involvéd are “My Blue 
Heaven” (Feist), “Why Do I Love 
You” (Harms) and “September 


Song” (DeS, B & H). 


WRITERS FUND T0 
BACK COURT FIGHT 


Marking another challenge to 
Broadcast Music, Inc., vis-a-vis the 
American Society of Composers, 
| Authors & Publishers, a group of 
| topflight songwriters is reportedly 





NITY 








building a fund with which to fight | 


| BMI in a projected legal action. 


Goal of the fund is reputed to be, 


$250,000, and it’s understood that 
many top writers, affiliated both 


with ASCAP and the Songwriters | 


Protective Assn., have 
kicked in substantially. 


already 


Although details of the fund’s| 


|;operation are being kept under 
|} wraps, 
| ASCAP writers are concerned over 
ithe dip in the Society’s perform- 
| ances in face of the surge of BM1 
tunes on the air and bestseller lists. 
Since the broadcasters ewn BMI, 
the writers are claiming that sta- 
tions are in the untenable position 
of being ASCAP customers and 
|competitors at one and the same 
| time. 

| Part of the writers’ fund, it’s un- 
| derstood, will be used to gather 
data on the licensing operations of 
both ASCAP and BMI. The larger 
part of the fund would be used to 
defray anticipated legal expenses, 
since any court action would likely 
be taken through many appeals up 
to the Supreme Court. 


Neither ASCAP nor SPA is in 
any way involved as organizations 
in the building of the writers’ fund. 
It is strictly an individual opera- 
tion, although both ASCAP and 
SPA are known to be sympathetic 
with the writers’ objectives, 


Henry Spitzer Suicide 
Attributed to Low Ebb 
Of His Publishing Biz 

Suicide of veteran Tin Pan 
Alleyite, Henry M. Spitzer, Mon- 
day (22) was attributed by his 
close associates to the low ebb of 
his publishing business. In recent 
weeks Spitzer had been conferring 
with former employers Max Drey- 
fus (Chappell Music) and E. H. 
(Buddy) Morris about his financial 
difficulties and both had been 
working on future plans to ease 
his situation. 

Spitzer, 54 years old, had under- 
gone a couple of operations in the 
past year but there was no indica- 
tion of cancer. He was found 
asphyxiated by gas in his New 
York apartment. He left four 
notes, which are now in police 
custody. ‘ 

Spitzer opened his own firms in 
1948 after a seven-year stay with 
Morris as general professional 
manager. Henry Spitzer Music 
and Vogue Music were affiliated 
with the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers, while Spitzer Songs was with 
Broadcast Musie, Inc. BMI had 
given him a five-year deal at $50,- 
000 yearly and, although the ter- 
mination date Was nearing, there 
had been no talk of cancellation. 
Spitzer began operation with the 
Warock Music catalog of which he 
owned one-third. Mills Music had 


(Contihued on page 50) 














Steve Carlin 
spotlights 
The Growing Sales 
Potentials of 
Children’s Records 
| * * * 


| an informative editorial feature 
; in the special 
| RCA VICTOR NUMBER 


| VARIETY 


it’s known that the top! 














OUT NEXT WEEK 
\ 





Ballroom Assn. Nears ASCAP Deal But 
Still Brushes Off BMI Licensing Pact 





RCA Victor Sales Manoger 
Larry W. Kanaga 
discourses on how and why the 
Record Biz Is Big 
Business Today 


* sd * 


one of the many interesting 
editorial features in the special 


RCA VICTOR NUMBER 
in 
ARIETY 
OUT NEXT WEEK 











Col to Release 


45 EP Albums 


Linked to RCA Victor’s current 
promotional sp'ash in behalf of 
its new 45 rpm “extended play” 
disks, Columbia Records has moved 
to issue similar EP disks starting 





this year. Columbia, however, will 
not use EP’s in the longhair field, 
as Victor is doing, but will con- 
centrate the new platter releases 
in the pop, country and interna- 
tional fields. 


All albums in these fields will 
henceforth be released by Colum- 
bia on 33, 45 and the new EP’s. 
Latter will. be packaged two to a 
set, instead of the normal four 
platters to each album. Columbia 
is not planning to issue single 
EP’s at this time although Victor 
has been using the EP disks, which 
it developed, to revive the single- 
record business in the longhair 
field. 7 

Columbia has priced its two-disk 
EP sets at $2.95, which is slightly 
higher than Victor’s $1.40 tab for 
the single EP’s in the pop field. 


Nat Cole’s 4 Clicks 
Top Capitel’s Roster 


With four platter releases rack- 
ing up big sales around the coun- 
try, Nat (King) Cole is currently 
Capitol Records high riding pac- 
tee. Cole’s latest etching “Faith 
Can Move Mountains” and “The 
Ruby and the Pearl,” which hit 
the market two weeks ago, already 
has pulled in more than 250,000 
in sales. Preceding release, “Be- 
cause You’re Mine” and “I’m 
Never Satisfied,” on the market 
four weeks, also is showing indi- 
cations of building into a disclick. 
» Cole is still riding the hit lists 
with “Somewhere Along The Way” 
and “Walkin’ My Baby Back 
Home.” “Way,” which was released 
about four months ago, has passed 
the 400,000 sales mark, while 
“Home,” which came out a month 
later, hit 300,000 sales last week. 








Kaye’s New Vocalist 


Sammy Kaye's orch has inked a 
new gal vocalist, Peggy Powers. 
Miss Powers has been active re- 
cently in TV choral work but has 
had no previous band. experience. 

She replaces Barbara Benson, 
who left Kaye three weeks ago to 
marry a St. Louis shoe manufac- 
turer, Jerry Potachnik. 





Jimmy Archey in Accident 
Boston, Sept. 23. 


Trombonist Jimmy Archey, who }. 


opened last Thursday (18) at new 
Mahogany Hall with Peewee Rus- 
sell’s band, was involved in an 
automobile accident while enroute 
to New York eariy Friday morning 
which resulted in his being hos- 
pitalized for about 10 days. 


Dick LeFave, local jazz tooter, 
is subbing in Russel)’s band, 


; Chicago, Sept. 23. 

While National Ballroom Oper- 
ators’ Association is nearing a 
meeting of mind with the American 
Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers for a royalty contract 
based on a percentage of the box- 
office, leaders of NBOA are still 
holding off. signing any pact with 
Broadcast Music, Inc. Contract 
with ASCAP which might be 
signed before three-day convention 
here next week would start Jan. 1, 
1953. 


BMI, which has been patiently 
waiting for the past five years for 
a contract despite the anti-licensing 
bias in certain quarters, will make 
a swift pitch to be included in any 
royalty agreements. It’s believed 
that BMI will point out that any 
exclusive fee arrangement will be 
in line for restraint-of-trade action 
by the Government similar to that 
which has been filed against other 
business organizations. 


Certain midwest factions are still 
violently against BMI, and while 
dropping the clause in the con- 
tracts prohibiting the playing of its 
music, are sending letters to band- 
leaders restating the prohibition. 
However, with the vast flood of 
BMI tunes in the top 10 listings, 
many of the diehard ops are drop- 
ping the ban, and signing contracts 
with the company. 

Government quarters have also 
expressed interest in the matter of 
restrictions and this may have a 
bearing on actions in the next few 
weeks as to new licensing papers. 
It’s assumed that some ballroom 
groups will still fight for the “con- 
tinuing” meetings with BMI, but 
several operators have indicated 
that matter must be met with soon, 

Indications are, despite moaning 
in high quarters about the effect 
of the admission taxes, that terpers 
will enjoy a new high in attendance 
this year and with the amusement 
tax removed, grosses will also be 
much bigger. Operators have re- 
ported the best summer in several 
years with a half dozen new spots 
opening in the midwest. From the 
booking sheets in the agencies, 
spots are buying more name bands, 
with the budgets on the lures being 
as high or higher than last year. 
In addition, promotions have 
reached an all-time record this 
year. 


Another Problem 


However, one of the problems 
facing the. ballroom ops is the con- 
cert field with many. of the best 
bands preferring to do non-dancing 
dates, which also garner them more 
loot. The concerts cut into attend- 
ance, but several are mulling over 
the success of the Karzas chain, 
which has been bringing in top disk 
soloists along with a band for one- 
nighters. Policy has been paying 
off in the midwest. There’s also the 
success of Ben Lejcar’s Melody 
Mill, which through a series of 
half-hour telecasts each Wednes- 


(Continued on page 48) 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Sept. 13) 
London, Sept. 16. 





Homing Waltz.......... Reine 
OY ae are Robbins 
Auf Wiederseh’n.....Maurice 
Blue Tango...... -+s+... Mills 
I hes oho s 00 00 0's Mellin 


Walkin’ My Baby....Victoria 


Day of Jubilo ...... Connelly 
Kiss of Fire.. ...... Duchess 
Time Y’u Say G’dbye. Pickwick 
Rock of Gibraltar.......Dash 


Somewhere Along Way. Magna 


ry, FP ee Wright 
Second 12 

es See Hit Songs 
Meet Mister Callaghan.. . Toff 
Sugar Bush ........ Chappell 
When In Love...... Connell 
~Nevér eA F.D.& 

Here in My Heart..... Mellin 
Isle of Innisfree..... Maurice 
Blacksmith Slues... Chappell 


Pawnshop Corner. .Cinephonie 
Delicado ......0. ...- Lafleur 
Live Till I Die..... Connelly 





My Sugar to Tea. . Brad. Wood 
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Wednesday, September 24, 1959 
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VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 








Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 


Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Coin Machines _— Retail Disks 


as Published in the Current Issue 


for 


WEEK ENDING SEPTEMBER 20: 











Retail Sheet Music 

















NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with VARIETY. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL ‘IMPACT de- 


veloped from the ratio of points seored: 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


7 


TALENT 


two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 


POSITIONS 
This Last 
week. week. ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
' {You Belong to Me 
1 1 JOSTAFFORD (Columbia)...... seaewee +e+e*** ) Jambalaya 
2 2 PATTI PAGE (Mercury)...... jes-wwesewes ..-.-. 1 Went to Your Wedding 
3 4 EDDIE FISHER (Victor)............ sseeeeeees Wish You Were Here 
|Half as Much 
“ 3 ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) ..........-/Botch-A-Me 


5 VERA LYNN (London)...... en aaa 

6 6 FRANKIE-EA'tNE (Columbia)........... inaeeas High Noon 
7 7 LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) .......... 
8 8 
9 


NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol)........ 


|Blues In the Night 
Auf Wiederseh’n 


Meet Mr. Callaghan 
weeeeese Somewhere Along Way 











¢ -- HARRY GROVE TRIO (London)......... ae Meet Mr. Callaghan 
10 oo. WOU BC COeEe)... 0... ewe cece Perr 8 8=—h 
TUNES 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
week, weck. TUNE PUBLISHER 
] 1 YOU BELONG TO ME............ (dba thetadinweadedennes Ridgeway 
2 3 I WENT TO YOUR WEDDING ...... C4Ged die abessdaidiéenaer St. Louis 
3 2 WISH YOU WERE HERE ........... is settle «inthe isthe deeakinn eeu Chappeii 
4 4 AUF WIEDFRSEH’N SWEETHEART..................-0 eeeees: Hill-R 
5 > PIII ics. «4 50 0000a0eeseeesas bes ddeeenen te sacaen VaReeeD 
6 20: Fe ey GU ag ccs cccccepss cegancereseeveee SP Leeds 
7 ar it a Sie eee okbenksbé sdeosi den vaiae ee eee 
8 © “SUR os ce cine Sc tivcbrecess pathexkseidedsddakedetissaces Te 
9 8 SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY ..............cccccecececes United 
10 D . , IIE JL '<s oe vues oe case ec hbhads Died hake seeds bhi bh 6 Sach Hollis 
~ |RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS Pm 
2 
Survey of retail snvet music | Ps a : 
sales, based on reports obtained E ~/Plsia 5 
from leading stores in 12 cities £ § 13 > Sig8ie 
and showing comparative sales ‘| 1318 S\2'2/Ol8leol 
rating for this and last week. Siz sale, isole ome o |8|o 
—— P a eo a“ c = 2 z 4 Ge 2 ‘ T 
vi 2 f Ela “ E26 =i\2¢ia A 
alesis lé/e/s/3 12/5) 8 |2| t 
. = 4 Fe ad -. = e M 
pec Week Ending ’ 5 gle z B/ 2/4 2/8 ~\ZlePe 
ating ~|/siz - Oo;|gifg |e Fy g| 0 
Sept. 20 S)Slelelslelsisleieiziz] 
This Last . i Sis H § 3 . Zig 5 - 
« 
wk. __wh. Title and Publisher 216/318 Zlzlelsilals g\zls 
~—|__“You Belong To Me” (Ridgeway), 1 1 1 2 2 1 38 3 1 6 3 1 107 
kM I. “Auf Wiederseh’n” (Hill-R)...... , >? ee oe ee - oe + ee 2 je 
“ __5 “I Went te Your Wedding” (Hill-R) 2 2 a RE oe eB a 
SK “Half As Much” (Acuff-R)....... ee oe ee a a | a ee 
ae, * “Wish You Were Here” ( (Chappell) 4.3 6 8 4 S§ 1°43 9 4 7 
—— Somewhere Along Way” (United) 5 mw © 846 8 #.¢€.:6 3: 6: 2 
——~ “Meet Mr. Mr. Callaghan” | ( Leeds)... oo a yA ie ue 29 
— 1 “Walkin? My Baby | Home” (D.B. BH). 5.9. 2 10 7 9 8 27 
ea emalaga (Acuff-R).......... i me cet 6 0 10 9 24 
ro _10__ “High Noon” (Feist)........ A gy AS SPT UT HE Ta ee 
i; —~—_Blue Tango” (Mills)......... RTE a i ee a 6 18 
194 - “Botch-A-Me” le” (Hollis) ee vecicoees TU aT a eae BPP 8 5 .. 13 
12g ~;~—_ Because You're Mine” (Feist)....10_...... 10... 4 oe 
Lac 13 “Here In My Heart” (Mellin)..... ee 60” Owe. 06 1 5s 56h Jaen 8% 9 
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Disk Majors Hold B 


ack on Releases 


To Milk Flock of Potential Hits 





Stephen Foster Plaque 


A plaque memorializing§ the 
death of Stephen Foster will be 
| presented to New York City Mayor | 
| Vincent R. Impellitteri today | 
| (Wed.) by Otto Harbach, prexy of 
the American Society of Com-| 
| posers, Authors & Publishers, and | 
| Ed Sullivan, columnist and emcee- 
| producer of the CBS video show, 
\* ‘Toast of the Town.” 
| will be held at Bellevue Hospital, | 
| N. Y., where Foster died in 1864. 
Presentation is being made as 





yart of the beginning of a two-week | 
the | 


| tribute to the 
“Toast” show. 


Society on 





CIO Threatens 


RCA Walkout In 
Custom Dept. 


Negotiations for.a new pact be- 
tween RCA Victor and the CIO 
union representing employees at 
the company’s Custom Records Di- 
vision have run into a snag, with 
union reps threatening to walk out 
Oct, 1, expiration date of the old 
pact. Although admitting difficul- 
ties in the talks, Victor denies that 
the negotiations have -collapsed,; 
and say they expect to. resume 
huddles with the National Assn. 
of Broadcast Engineers & Techni- 
cians shortly. 

Union, repping some 140 work- 
ers in Victor’s N. Y. plant, has 
asked for a 32% wage hike, shorter 
hours and increased vacation time 
plus numerous fringe benefits. Vic- 
tor execs have indicated they will 
not meet these demands but are 
ready to continue efforts for an 
eventual settlement. 


Sears, Roebuck Chain 
To Extend Disk Dept. 
Via Majors’ Album Line 


Sears, Roebuck & Co., depart- 
ment store chain, is moving deeper 
into the retail disk picture this 
season with a change in the pat- 
tern of its disk buying practice. 
In the past, Sears, with about 250 
of its 600 stores having record de- 
partments, carried only low-priced 
disks and several major company 
single releases but it’s now in- 
creasing its biz with the majors 
by taking on an album line. 

During the past few weeks, 
Seng record buyers have been in 

ew York huddling with diskery 
sales execs on the best way to 
make a bid as an important record 
retail outlet. The confabs result- 
ed in Sears’ decision to start car- 
rying the diskeries’ top album 
product. Each company already 
has submitted lists of its best sell- 
ing albums to Sears’ Chicago head- 
quarters. 

Sears’ move is seen in trade cir- 
cles as further indication of the 
disk sales upbeat around the 
country. 


Granz Troupe Hits 156 
In 2 Philly Concerts 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 

Norman Granz’s “Jazz at the 
Philharmonic” raked in more than 
$15,000 Saturday night (26) with 
two capacity performances (7:30 
and 10:30) at the Academy of Mu- 
sic. Concert was at a $4 top, which 
is high for hep music sessions 
here. 

Jazz troupe reopened 3,000-seat 
concért hall which had been closed 
for summer. Granz roster included 
Ella Fitzgerald, Gene Krupa Trio, 
Oscar Peterson Trio, Flip Phillips, 
Lester Young and other stellar 
sidemen. 











M-G-M inks Jiila Webb 


M-G-M Records has signed song- 
stress Jilla Webb to a longterm 
pact. 

Miss Webb’s initial sides are 
skedded to hit the market Sept. 26. 
For her M-G-M bow she cut “Love 
In Your Eyes” and “My Baby’s 
Arms.” 





Ceremony | 


* Off to a strong early Septsiaher 


start with potent disk entries, the 
record companies have been easing 

off on their weekly releases. Most 
| of the diskeries blitzed the market 
) in late August and first week in 
| September with their top properties 
|}and are holding down on future is- 
| sues until full sales potential is 
realized. It’s expected that there'll 
| be a steady decline in releases now 
until the Christmas sales push be- 
{gins in mid-October. 

Top example of a diskery swamp- 
ing the market with its star talent 
for a big fall drive was Capitol’s 
| powerhouse package released Sept. 
1. The all-star release included wax- 
ings by Nat (King) Cole, Kay 
Starr, Ella Mae Morse, Tennessee 
Ernie, Billy May, Stan Kenton and 
Margaret Whiting. Cap expects to 
ride with this release for some 
time as indicated by its one new 
issue last week.-It was a “cover- 


ing” platter by Cole of “Faith Can 
Move Mountains” and “The Ruby 
and the Pearl.” Tunes had been 


previously cut by Johnnie Ray and 
Frankie Laine, respectively, on the 
Columbia label. 

Columbia, which has been pac 
ing the field, had no new releases 
last week but is still riding the hit 
lists with a string of waxings by 
Laine, Ray, Jo Stafford, Rosemary 
Clooney and Guy Mitchell. RCA 
Victor had only two pop releases 
last week, an Eddie Fisher and a 
Frankie Carle, platter, but it’s 
counting on Fisher’s slice of ‘Wish 
You Were Here” and Mario Lanza’s 
“Because You’re Mine” to continue 
their hot selling pace for several 
more weeks. 

Decca and its subsid, Coral, hit 
the market last week with a flock 
of new waxings. It was, however, 
a cutdown from its normal release 
schedule Decca is setting a hot 
sales pace with its early September 
releases of the Mills Bros.’ “The 
Glow Worm” and etchings by Guy 
Lombardo, Four Aces and Louis 
Armstrong — Velma Middleton. 

Mercury, which had no new re- 
leases, is riding with Patti Page’s 
“I Went to Your Wedding,” Eddy 
Howard’s “Mademoiselle” (both re- 
leased several weeks ago), and 
Georgia Gibbs’ early summer wax- 
ing of “So Madly in Love.” M-G-M, 
which. issued three waxings last 
week, is counting on its previous 
releases, Alan Dean’s “Luna Ros- 
sa,” Billy Eckstine’s “Early Au- 
tumn” and. Acquaviva’s “Beyond 
the Next Hill” to carry it through 
until the Yule sales drive. 





3 More Opponents ~ 
| Of Administration 
Get Sack at 802 


Factional heat at Local 802, N. Y. 
wing of the American Federation 
of Musicians, continued to grow 
last week as three more opponents 
of the administration lost their 
jobs. Trio were Al Brown, Tony 
Mulieri and Vincent Rossitto, who 
were business representatives and 
delegates. . 

The three business reps were 
ousted from their posts as a re- 
sult of their joining up with Al 
Knopf and Hy Jaffe, both former 
leaders of the incumbent Blue 
Ticket group. Latter two have 
formed their own caucus, the Mu- 
sicians’ Group, which will run 
their own ticket in the December 
elections for new officers of the 
local. There’s a likelihood also of 
the Musicians’ Group forming an 
alliance with a faction headed by 
Al Manuti, who has been an un- 
successful candidate in recent Lo- 
cal 802 elections. 





4 RCA Victor's Custom Record 
Division Chief 
James P. Davis 
has some interesting inside stuff on 
What the RCA Custom 
Record Setup. Means to the 
‘Little Guy’ 


. * * 
one ef the many informative byline 
pieces in the special 
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Chief Recording Engineer 


Albert Pulley 


reviews the 


Engineering Advances 
in Records Over the 
Years 
* + * 


an interesting byline piece 
in the special 
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Ballroom Assn. 

















Continued from page 45 joe 


day, has hypoed attendance over | 
25% during the summer months 
with Jejcar expecting a 50% 
this winter, on his Wednesday and | 
Friday offnights. 


There’s also a bone of contention | M-G-M. Guy Lembardo cut 


with the booking offices in that the | 
bands are seeking out the college 
dates for the better money. Schools 
are now exempt from Federal ex- 
cises and have been making some 
fine offers to the agencies for the 
proms. Some of these deals have 
been for bands that nearby owners 
want and the nod has been going 
to the universities. 

In the wind is a growing demand 
by some of the east coast terperies 
for more representation in NBOA, 
most of the important positions and 
heads of committees being headed 
by midwest people. Some of the of- 
fices presumably will be filled by 
others than in the midwest in order 
to stop any rump movement. 


Convention will ally itself with 
the other theatrical divisions in an 
effort to have amusement tax re- 
moved and will also ask for support 
for a drive to increase year-around 
terping with a program to be 
worked out with the booking of- 
fices, dance bands and record com- 
panies. Expansion of the licensing 
survey, which has been incomplete, 
due to the lack of BMI numbers in 


| and Fran Warren for M-G-M. “No 
hike | 


alino,” 


| has etched “Wander” 


Loesser’s Score For 
‘Andersen’ Pic Gets 
Wide Disk Coverage 


For the first time in several years 
| the major record companies are all 





; hopping on the score of a pic musi- 
cal. Score getting the wide diskery | 


Andersen,” 


|'wyn pic. Tunes were penned by | 


Frank Loesser, who, incidentally, is | 
publishing them via his own firm, | 
Frank Music. 

Already out on the market are} 


disk jockey, for their latest Coral tune, “The Hookey Song.” 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Don Cornell and Teresa Brewer owe Art Pallan, WWSW, Pittsburgh, 


Few 


months ago Pallan came across a German-Victor platter called ‘Pack’ 
die Bodehouse Ein!” (“Take Your Bathing Suit Along”) by Die Kleine 
Cornelia and began to give it a whirl on his WWSW record sessions. 
It started to catch on almost immediately and impressed by the number 
of requests for the platter, Pallan went to Ben Herman, the Coral dis- 


: tributor here. 
coverage is from “Hans Christian | had it Anglicized by Vaughn Horton into “The Hookey Song,” 
forthcoming Sam Gold-/ Cornell and Miss Brewer getting the first crack at it. 

Number has only been out little more than a week and shows signs | 


Coral execs thought the thing had possibilities, 


of catching on big. 


Novel exploitation stunt being used by the New Jersey Philharmonic 
this season .has aroused interest in the longhair field. Gimmick con- | 





and 
with 


| Danny Kaye’s etchings for Decca of | Sists of the symph’s season ticket trip, utilizing pictures of various 


“Wonderful Copenhagen,” 
“Anywhere I Wander” 
“No Two People.’ 
reut with Jane Wyman. Columbia | 
with Tony 
Bennett and “ Copenhagen” with 
| Paul Weston’s orch. “Wander” also 
| was sliced by Jan Pierce for Victor 


Two People” already has been 
etched by Doris Day and Donald 
O’Connor for Col and Barbara 
Ruick and Carlton Carpenter for 


“Co- | 
penhagen” and “Thumbalina” on | 
the Decca label. Latter tune also 
has been given shellac treatments 
by Jimmy Boyd (Col), Hugo Win- 


terhalter (Victor) and Les Baxter 
(Capitol). 

Other sings from the pic, “The 
Ugly Duckling,” “The King’s New 
Clothes,” “Hans Christian Ander- 
sen” and “The Inchworm” have 
been set for waxings with Johnny 
Desmond (Coral), Georgia Gibbs 
(Mercury), Lawrence Welk (Decca), 
Vic Damone (Mercury), Arthur 
Godfrey (Columbia), Robert Q. 
Lewis (M-G-M), Patti Page (Mercu- 
ry) and David Rose (M-G-M). 





Jack Mills to Europe 

Jack Mills, Mills Music topper, 
leaves for Europe today (Wed.), for 
a two month business-vacation trip 
Mills is heading for London first 
for confabs with execs of Mills, 
Ltd,. his branch in England. 

He then heads to Paris, where 
he’s mulling opening a branch of- 
fice, for several weeks of meets 





with music pubbers there. 





some spots, might be asked for. 
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HIGH NOON’ 
B/W 
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MGM 11266 78 RPM 
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MGM RECORDS 








SAY YOU'LL 
WAIT For ME 
B/W 
MY SEARCH for YOU 

iS ENDED : 


MGM 11296 
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“Thumb- | 8uest 
and | the strip 


” Latter side was | the front ticket. 


artists and brief accompanying explanatory 





...Disk Companies’ Best Sellers.-. 


| 


CAPITOL ARTIST 

1. MEET MR. CALLAGHAN Les Paul-Mary Ford 
TAKE ME IN YOUR ARMS AND HOLD ME 

a . >) RP > yy - > ree 0090 Hehe ecess Kay Starr 
COMES ALONG A-LOVE 

3. BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE .....ccescceees- Nat (King) Cole 
I'M NEVER SATISFIED 

4, SOMEWHERE*ALONG THE WAY ........ Nat (King) Cole 
WHAT DOES IT TAKE 

5. I'M HOG-TIED OVER YOU. .Tennessee Ernie-Ella Mae Morse 
FALSE HEARTED GIRL 

COLUMBIA 

Be We Pee AO) DEE oct écccseecee 020000 ¢064%.° Jo Stafford 
PRETTY BOY 

i ee kek oe Ske Cee .Jo Stafford 
EARLY AUTUMN 

Se Se I i as Ss  wseceueseeénee c Frankie Laine 
ROCK OF GIBRALTAR 

4. PIECE OF PUDDING ...........Frankie Laine-Jo Stafford 
SETTING THE WOODS ON FIRE 

i HEE, 3 3 vd oa rcv s cc0e abeeeen eee eau Frankie Laine 
RUBY AND THE PEARL 

“oS 
YOU’LL NEVER GET AWAY...Don Cornell-Terega Brewer 
THE HOOKEY SONG 

i, MPU MARINE vive cc ecccccccccaminceosccsews Ames Bros. 
ABSENCE MAKES THE HEART GROW FONDER 

3. TAKES TWO TO TANGO......... coccccceses- Pearl Bailey 
LET THERE BE LOVE 

4. MY FAVORITE SONG eeeveeee Seeeeeeeeeeeese . Ames Bros. 
Al-LEE-O0-AL-LEE-AY 

J 6: a arene eveceesceseess- dOhnny Desmond 
WILD GUTARS 

DECCA , 

1. ZING A LITTLE ZONG.......... Bing Crosby-Jane 
MAIDEN OF GUADALUPE . dponsecih eas 

2. BLUE TANGO..... Ceceeddisccce et Mt 
BELLE OF THE BALL | ee 

_, SHOULD I eee eeoereseveeses eeereereeeseeeeeeeeees 
THERE’S ONLY TONIGHT wie. Aone 

4. AUF WIEDERSEH’N SWEETHEART..... 
HALF AS MUCH + ay ‘Saumeagde 

5. WISH YOU WERE HERE..... Toceboceces 
HONKY TONK SWEETHEART a Bn 

MERCURY 

1. I WENT TO YOUR WEDDING ...... 
You BELONG TO ME eeececees .Patti Page 

2. MADEMOISELLE .............. reer 

£ I DIDN’T KNOW ANY BETTER en 

= RRS F< er See 
LEO LEA eeeeeeeeees . Vie Damone 

Se A Preece Patti Page-Rust 
WEDDING BELLS WILL SOON BE RINGING : 

5. FORGETTING YOU .............. bavi / 
FORGIVE AND FORGET tat oe aay Rives 

M-G-M 

1, LUNA ROSSA eeeesee eer eee eereeeeeeee eee eee eee: Alan Dean 


I'LL FORGET YOU 


2. SneAoie nee Remaut***8eroesorenepes -Billy Eckstine 
3. in oe Cece ee eeeeeeseecoeseeesss -AQquaviva 
4. waanow ausebana Ceeeeeverovecevesecess- Hank Williams 
5. pe BI ste eeeecereceveccesesss Lommy Edwards 
RCA VICTOR 

1, any oe yg SE teecescecccceccceees. adie Fisher 
2. Pan Bane wt teevcovccevecceess Mudie Fisher 
THE BOOGIE WOOGIE FLYING cLoup "7" Hank Seow 
4. Sul gan tee men PLEAD seeveeecececess Mario Lanza 
i Men Acs ons ese ccepenminadéns Sunny Gale 


FATHER TIME 


matter on back of | 
Each picture coincides with the particular concert date on 


me i Remote From Ballroom 
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RCA Victor's Chief of Country. 
Western Music 


Stephen H. Sholes 


tells why he thinks 
Country-W esterns No 

Longer ‘Poor 
Relations’ of Disk Biz 





one of the many senitiins edi- 
torial features in the special 
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| Near Chi Boosts Biz 257 
AFM Waives Its Video Fee 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Although it has been only four 
| weeks since Melody Mill ballroom 
lin nearby Riverside, IIl., started 
| telecasting its dance sessions Wed. 
|nesday night for a half-hour on 
|WGN-TY, business has already 
| jumped 25% over the same period 
last year. According to Ben Lej- 
| car, operator of the dancery, the 
| trend indicates a few more weeks 
| will find the business up more than 
| 90% ( 

Not only has the attendance 
risen, but the two formerly poorest 
nights were helped the most. Wed. 
nesday, the night of the video cast, 
is packed partly because the pa- 
trons want to be seen on TV by 
their friends at home. Friday also 
was helped. Ballroom is shuttered 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

Lejcar picks up the tab for the 
remote. In this respect, he’s been 
helped by the American Federation 
of Musicians, which for this series 
has waived the usual telecast fees, 
AFM feels such shows will increase 
interest in music and dancing, and 
if other dance spots reopen, more 
work will be provided for the 
union’s members. 

Jimmy Palmer’s orch was used 
on the first four shows; Jan Gar- 
ber does the next three. . Bands are 
booked by General Artists Corp. 
and the program’s guest artists are 
generally supplied by the disk 
company for whom the orchestra 
records, 





Jay Leipsig took over the post 
of advertising-promotion manager 
at Mills Music last week. 
a 
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it's Music by 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


JUST YOU 
JUST ME 


ROBBINS 





THE EPIC BALLAD 
FROM THE EPIC FILM 


HIGH 


ye ON 


_(DO NOT FORSAKE ME) 

















MUSIC TEACHERS AND 
STUDENTS 


Practice and Teaching studios with 
pianos available . . . part tine basis 


CAPUTO CONSERVATORY 
Cc le Hall Annex 
1S2 West 57th Street Cirete 7-5314 




















WESTERN SONGS 


Successful sole right material, new f° 
U.S.A. Writer wishes to contact radio 
recording ‘artists to share mechanical 
royalties. Ford, 39, Elim Ave. Eastcote, 
Ruislip Middlesex, England. 
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OPENING 

LUCKY PIERRE 

LOVE IS A SIMPLE THING 

BOSTON BEGUINE 

NANTY PUTS HER HAIR UP 

GUESS WHO | SAW TODAY 
_ BAL PETIT BAL 

THREE FOR THE ROAD 


PENNY CANDY 
DON’T FALL ASLEEP 


I'M IN LOVE 
WITH MISS LOGAN 


Wrel ‘Teh ie) Tolth; 
LIZZIE BORDEN 


HE TAKES ME OFF 
HIS INCOME TAX 








tops! 


The ORIGINAL CAST AL6U 


Original Cast 


with VIRGINIA BOSLER, JUNE CARROLL, 
ROBERT CLARY, ALLEN CONROY, VIR- 
GINIA de LUCE, MICHAEL DOMINICO 
ALICE GHOSTLEY, RONNY GRAHAM, 
PATRICIA HAMMERLEE, EARTHA KITT 
JOSEPH LAUTNER, CAROL LAWRENCE, 
PAUL LYNDE, BILL MULLIKIN, CAROL 
NELSON, ROSEMARY O'REILLY, JIMMY 
RUSSELL 


78 vpm OC 1008 AS5vpm WOC 1008 33% LOC 1008 
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| Fh: ose tN 
RCA Victor Manager of internat onc! ‘| William I. Alexander 
Record Soles (Domestic Dept.) meen RETAIL Di (Advertising and Sales Pp, ; 
OMotion 
Frank S. Amaru Maneger) 
discourses on the discourses on 
Large U.S. Market for $ | 3 3 ‘ | 8 Servicing the Record 
Foreign Language Survey of retail disk best eS io =| eile Dealer 
sellers. based on reports ob $ 413/12 oe S lsisle 
Platters tained trom leading stores tn s sfElOlsia c zi is = si oe *e 
12 cities c d showing com- S2iSizlzvxi2ei§ 7 
til a paratire sales rating for this ei=@iszisizié S| 5 fad = > - an interesting byline feature jg 
aa interesting editorial feature and last week. eielcls | 8 = am E cis 5 A the special 
in the special = eieiale|/ fi Syal Zin leis] L RCA VICTOR NUMBER 
of vation Week Ending LF lelelZiglsli lz izigia| ¢ ARIETY 
VARIETY Rating sisi Sillé gis ilizis ing 
ve Sept. 20 elSizlelSizisi els isliElsi a OUT NEXT WEEK 
OUT NEXT WEEK iSift#iZsisg iS | Gini is * 
NEL This Last tis z SiS itisia sisigis T a 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title 1ZIDIS IS INISIE |Site iain i Oi § , 
- | = = 4 New Sidemen Added 
avega- n s) wont 0 Your Welling”... 2 1 1 1 1 3 1 3 1 a 4 4 113 
1 1 “I Went o Your Wedding”...... 7 13 e : 
JO STAFFORD (Columbia) é To NY. Philharmonic 
F 2 2 “You Belong to Me”............. 1 2 3 ee ieee 1 2 82 Four new sidemen will join the 
(E FISHER (Victor) New York Philharmonic-Symphony 
€ 3 4 = You Were Here” i ok Sones 3 410 4 §$ 2 4 s? 2S Orchestra when it goes into re 
———-"TERA LYNN (London) hearsal next month under the di. 
6 VERA LYNN (London 3266 6 4 3 9 55 rection of Dimitri Mitropoulos 
rice as 4 3 oe NE << = EaEe. : . The new members are Walter 
FRANK AINE (Columbia) a Botti, double-bass; Edward Her- 
5 7 “High Neon” . ana -. » fF F Be Ee OS A TR man, Jr., trombone; Paige Brook, 
Long-brewing hassle between —_—_ JO STAFFORD (Columbia - = 4s flute, and Bernardo Altmann, cello, 
London Records and Davega, chain 6 & “Jambalaya” ..- , 3 eer ee ee er. 3 Joseph De Angelis, leader of the 
of 27 stores in New York, West- ROSEMARY CLOONEY iCol) x 39 double-bass section, will take over 
chester and New Jersey, was 7 5 “Half As Much” .- --¢ 8 ‘ 4.3 3 8 5 as the orch’s —, manager, ree 
. : Z : LES PAUL (Capitol) placing Maurice Van Praag, who 
touched off last week when latter . 9 - “Rect Mr Callaghan” ae ae 4 7 xr % 5 10 31 retired last spring. 
dumped hundreds of London 12- ‘ - : : de 
i h l ] . l e t 70C- ff DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) 
“4 taal Ne me “ » pen 9 10 “You Belong to Me”............ ie e 1 27 5 ; 
e LPs, which are listed at $5.95. 
? NAT COLE (Capitol) | 
were being peddled at $1.77. 10 11 “Semewhere Along Way”........ 4 8 9 5 10 9 6 26 Henry pitzer | 
Although Davega advertised that | HARRY GROVE (London) mums Continued from page 45 ——— 
some of the disks had imperfec- il 13__ “Meet Mr. Callaghan” a 6 S : — two-thirds. This catalog contains 
tions, London claims that the sale SLIM WHITMAN (imperial) songs penned by the late Joe 
was injurious to its standing with|} 12 12) “Indian Love Cail” wsseeees 6 = 17 Young in collaboration with Sam 
other retailers in the Metropolitan | ROSEMARY CLOONEY ‘Col) id Lewis. 
area. On the other hand, Bernie [| 13 6 “Botth-a-Me” ..... Seeeeeeeee 9 6 79 13 It's still undecided as to whether 
Stein, Davega record buyer, claimed | SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) the firms will continue to operate 
that if he didn’t pick a pee a 14A 13 “Walkin’ to Missouri”........... 1 3 11 | or be liquidated. Outcome will be 
gain some other New York retailer MD decided after a complete audit of 
would. Stein added that he had psy 3 o oy ede 6 5 11 |! the books and huddles between at- 
; 14B “Too Old Cut the Mustard Re PT F d nn 
gotten the disks from a source out- NT torney Lee V. Eastman and Spitz- 
side of New York, whose name he F. LAINE-DORIS DAY (Col) . ‘- 8 10 9 er’s widow, the former Jeanne 
preferred to keep under wraps. and 15A_ 11 “Sugarbush” ...............---. Murphy. Elmore White has been 
that the sale was “just good biz.” PEARL BAILEY (Coral) general professional manager for 
According to Harry Kruse, Lon- 15B PU Te We I 4 ww ccs te te be 2 a the firms and may carry on if the 
don sales exec, the LP sale was FOUR ACES (Decca) executors decide to continue op- 
another example of Stein's anti- 16 ... § SS Serre 810 7 8 erations. 
London attitude which had been ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col) Mrs. Spitzer planed in from the 
pointed up in the past by his 17A “Blues im the Night”............ a 6 Coast, where she’s resident. for 
brushoff of Londo. releases. Stein HILL TOPPERS (Dot) the funeral today (Wed.). Michael 
stated that the Kruse squawk was | 17B “Trying” ti? 2 a ee SS Pa ee ee ee 6 Spitzer, 16-year-old son by a pre- 
unfounded and that he’s not obli- || ——__-_____— = Ss 4 r 5 ~ § vious marriage, planed in from 
gated to any diskery or distributor | 2 | Tucson, Ariz., for the funeral. He 
in his disk ordering. ° WISH YOU WERE THE MERRY WIDOW BIG BAND SASH LIBERACE =| LOVELY TO LOOK JT had left New York over the past 
IFIVE TOP HERE Hollywood Cost | Billy May Columbia | ay * |} weekend for schoo! in Tucson 
’ . Bwey Cast M-G-M Capitol CL-6217 Hollywood Cast Spitzer began his music biz ca 
Monroe’s Campus Kick Victor | M-G-M-157 KCR-S29 B-308 Hey reer in the early 1920s. He was 
Vaughn Monroe's orch, currently | ALBUMS LOC-1007 K-157 DCN-329 C-308 M-G-M-150 general professionah manager of 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., Star- : ~1007 oe K-150 Witmark Music before moving 
light Roof, closes at that location OC-1007 E-157 L-329 E-150 over to Chappell as general man- 
Sept. 30 and embarks on a series” 





of college dance daies in October , 
and November. The “back to 
school” movement by Monroe com- 
mences with a Duke Univ. booking 
Oct. 17-18, with Lehigh Univ. on 


On the Upbeat 


° Inn, Akron. Oct. 6 for a week, then 
png _ a Queens College date | Chicago | a date at Evansville Theatre, 
eats thet Rice Hotel, Houston, has set! Evansville, Oct. 9 through Oct. 12. | 


Monroe will also play his own Warney Ruehl for four weeks be-| 
showspot, The Meadows, Framing-| ginning Oct. 30, then Den Reid | 
ham, Mass., Oct. 1-9. | goes inte the spot for a month .. . 
Texas Hotel, Ft. Worth, has inked 


New York 


Robert Q. Lewis opened at the 
Town Casiffo, Buffalo, Monday (22) | 











Tommy Cunningham for a month) 
starting Oct. 10 . . . Lee Pieper 
changed his last name to Pepper 
© o and starts a three week engage- 

j}ment at the Muehlebach, Kansas 

City, Oct. 1... Ray Pearl goes 
Se Bley Schroder, Milwaukee, Dec. 1 


TOPPING ALL LISTS 











°.. | for two frames ... Pee Wee King | 

ie « @ | does his first one-nighter swing in 
~~ |Ilowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin | 
° i Starting Oct. 24... Kirby Stone 

°*° Bo group. have been pacted for the 
4 ky Way Club Nov. 3. . . Phil Spi- 

ad By talny headMnes the RKO Theatre, 
© LEROY. | Kansas City, Nouv. 7... Three 


Twins set for three frames at Club 
ANDERSON | Lido. Huron, S. D., Oct. 3 . . . Har- 
MILLS MUSIC, Ime. (monicats scheduled for Yankee 


Bi May orch...Georgia Gibbs 


Mindy Carson, closing at the 
Chase Hotel, St. Louis, Oct. 2, 
opens at the Brown Palace Hotel, 
Denver, following day for a week's 
run Buddy Basch handling disk 
promotion for Connee Boswell 
Guy Mitchell into Frank Dailey’s 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
Oct. 3... Nellie Lutcher begins a 
four-day engagement at the Bay- 
brook Club, New Haven, , today 
(Wed) ..Gene Sava hancling per- 
sonal management ayee for singer 
Joe Negro ..Car Gastel in 
town from Coast en route to Eu- 

te set up concert tour for-the 


booked into the 








Seville Theatre, 
| Montreal, Oct. 2. 


Boston 


| Bob Norris rejoined Hildegarde | 
/as musical director....Jack Ed-| 
|wards band into Nuttings for se-| 
|ries of Saturday nights... Vaughn | 
'Monroe slated for 10-day stint at) 
Meadows first of October... Harry | 
* Marshard will follow Monroe into 
: the spot while Charies Wolke, who 
= has fronted the band there for 
| past 13 months, will go on tour of 
college dates... Saxists Sam Mar- | 
cus and Bill Dewey have been) 
added to Mike Gaylerd’s orch .. 
skinbeater Jack Adams has ankled 

















Another BMI pie-vp nie! 


STAY WHERE YOU ARE 


Publisied by BMI! 


ON RECORDS: Tony Bennett — Co- 
Johnny Desmond — Coral; 








sion pianist. 


Pittsburgh 


Billy Eckstine-George Shearing- 
Count Basie package booked into 
Syria Mosque night of Nov. 6. . .| 


INC. 


Ywoos 





BROADCAST MUSIC 


Caco -e 


MEiWYoer « CH 


mbia; Blinstrub’s to join Ray Hill’s band 
lu , Ca itol: Blue Bar- 'at Coral Gables with Russ (no re-| . 

Jane Froman — piel, | lation) Adams replacing at South 

Boston spot. ..Joe Battaglia into 

ron — MGM. new Mahogany Hall as intermis- 


ager, under Dreyfus, in 1935. He 


(left Cha Hi 1941 after a 
Wayne Pascuzi replaced Beb) oe 2. 

Sheets on drums with Luke Riley | hasste. He then joined Morris 3s 
orch at Club 30. Sheets left to go 8¢€neral professional manager. Big- 
with Bobby Cardille at Monte Car- est hit for Spitzer after launching 
lo .. . Eugene Zallo, with Pitts-| his own firms was “Cruising Down 
burgh Symphony last season, has | the River.” 

joined Tulsa, Okla., Philharmonic, In addition to his wife and son, 
as solo ‘cellist and will also SBS ro tee son, age five, and an 


at the University <— tee... adopted daughter age seven. sul- 
sg + sang Meg Cae nag Baek Br vive. Services will be held at 2:15 
West Virginia U-to study medicine | 2”- sotey (Wes) af the Riverside 
.. . Lewine Stuart Quartet pen-| Memorial Chapel. 

cilled into Bill Green's cocktail |— 
lounge for two weeks, will stay at} 
least four ... Four Aces coming to” 
Twin Coaches week of Oct. 6.../ 4 
Fred Waring plays Mosque tomor-| | 
row (Thurs.) and will be followed | 
there one night later by Norman | 
Granz’s Jazz at Philharmonic. 


Kansas City 
Warney Ruhl orch heads for}— 
Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee, for 
three weeks opening Oct. 7. Mc- 
Conkey agency currently has the 
erew in the Terrace Grill, Hotel 
Muehlebach. on a three week 
stand .. . The Beachcombers and 
Robert Maxwell open for two 
weeks in Eddys’ Restaurant be- 
ginning Sept. 26. They follow Nine 








Direction: GAC 8 ® 


Nanni now doing his thing stata ————_—_—— 
ee a ss » Hogg: 4 eR in -——CAPUTO CONSERVATORY — 
or two wee ephyr m of 

—— ey 5 tes oe eels ot MUSICAL ART ote 
closes in the Drum Room of Hotel |] °* betiaguiched Americss 98 
President Oct. 4... Tiny Hill orch |) fenticas es raat ete Nason 


classical and pepetar, veeal and instrumen'® 
Progressive Courses for Adult Seginnt™ 


CARNEGIE HALL ANNEX 
15? West 57th St. Cirete 7-53!4 


doing one-nighters in Iowa, Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin and Colorado in 
September and comes in here for 
private club date in mid-October. 
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. oH ECOA ‘America’s Fastest! 
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Percenters Upgrade 1-Nite Divisions 


AsNew Ballroom Bonanza for Combos: 


The major agencies are putting 
ater stress on the one-night de- 
partments to stimulate talent book- 
Formerly, this sector was 
oncerned only with bands, but 
vith the vaude slump, agencies 
's studying ballrooms as an act 
odie Even the William Morris 
agenc which dropped the band 
gepartment some years ago, is con- 
sidering reentry into the one- 
nighter field. 


ings. 





Necision at the Morris office 
came with the pairing of Don 
Cornell and the Elliot Lawrence 
band on a tour; and Billy Eckstine 
who's now lined up with Count 
Basie and George Shearing on a 
onenighter jaunt. The former was 
pacted by Joe Glaser’s Associated 
Booking Corp., and the latter's 
itinerary is being lined up by the 
Billy Shaw office. 

The Morris agency, in consider- 
ing reestablishment of the one- 
nighter division strictly as an out- 
let for acts, theorizes that with a 
pair of percenters who know that 





field, some of its singers can be 
booked with various acts in antl 
rooms. 

Originally, Cornell was to have 
gone out with the Lawrence band, 
but maestro later begged off be- 
cause of a radio show. Glaser of- 
fice was faced with cancellation of 
41 dates, but managed to persuade 
17 ballroom operators to hold onto 
Cornell and book him with a local 
band. 

The Morris agency feels that the 
major concentration is now on 
singers pointing to Guy Mitchell’s 
four-week booking into the Palla- 
dium Hollywood, as ample proof of 
the new trend. They also feel that 
with their stable of singers and 
acts, they could hold a key posi- 
tion in the ballroom field. A cur- 
rent disclicker could be the bait 
that would help sell a comparative- 
ly weak band in many one-nighter 
situations, 

Revival of the one-nighter de- 
partment would also mean a great- 





er emphasis on concert dates. Both 


fields would complement. each 
other inasmuch as they are worked 
on a one-night basis. 


Other major offices such as Gen- 
efal Artists Corp. and Music Corp. 
of America have on various occa- 
sions made combination bookings. 
At this point, both outfits are study- 
ing the use of disk singers as an 
aid to bands that have fallen down 
on the onenight trail. It’s an- 


| ticipated that combo bookings of 
; bands and singers will become a 


standard procedure before long. 





‘Fabulous Job,’ Sez Hutton 
Of Firing-Line Talent As 
She’s Cited by Camp Shows 


Betty Hutton paid tribute to all 
entertainers in USO-Camp Shows 
in her acceptance of a citation from 
the organization last week at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. Miss Hutton de- 
clared that all performers playing 


near the front lines “do a fabulous | 


job,” but minimized her own role 
in entertaining in Korea as one 


that should be done by “a human! 


being and a good American.” 


Miss Hutton was awarded the 
citation at a luncheon by USO-SC 
prexy James Sauter, who praised 
her as a “great talent and a great 
heart.” She was given a certifi- 
cate and an inscribed compact. 

Feed was tendered by the New 
York USO Defense Fund, which is 
seeking $2,500,000 in that area. 
Advance contributions from cor- 
porations and foundations already 
have reached $750,000. 

Miss Hutton left for London Fri- 
day (19) for her opening at the 
Palladium next Monday (29). She 
departed prior to the opening to- 
day (Wed.) of her pic, “Somebody 
Loves Me,” at the Roxy, N. Y. Star 
also confirmed that she'll biopic 


Riverside, Mitw., Reprising 
Vaude on Spot Bookings 


Milwaukee, Sept. 23. 
Riverside Theatre here is return- 
ing to vaude policy Oct. 3 with 





Rosemary Clooney headlining the 
| first show. 
Bobby Wayne, Helene & Howard, 
and the Four Evans. 


in Chicago. 

| Acts will be set on a spot basis. 
Al Martino is being pacted for next 
bill, possibly in November. 


Palace 2-a-Day 
| Nears Via Kaye 


Deal for Danny Kaye to go into 
the Palace Theatre to kick off two- 
a-day at the Broadway house is 
virtually completed. Kaye is now 
slated to go in shortly after Jan. 1 
and will remain for several months 
/on an aption basis. 

General manager Abe Lastfogel 
of the William Morris Agency 
came into New York last week to 
work out the deal with Sol A. 
Schwartz, RKO Theatres prexy. 
| Lastfogel left for the Coast yes- 
terday (Tues.). 

Comic played the Curran Thea- 
tre, San Francisco, and wil! return 
for another engagement there Oct. 
|5. Kaye is also slated for Christ- 
mas week at 
| Dallas. 
| Schwartz and Lastfogel haven't 





|yet decided upon the type of deal- 


|that will be made. Several blue- 
prints are under consideration. It’s 
expected that Lastfogel will hud- 
die with Kaye before-a- pact is 
| finalized. 





Kaye’s 111G S.F. Record 
San Francisco, Sept. 23. 

Danny Kaye concluded his sec- 
|ond and final week at the Curran, 
; Sunday night (21), chalking up an 
jall-time house record with $110,- 
'900 for 21 performances. 

Included was a Sunday 5:30 to 


Also on the bill is’ 


House is, 
, booked by the Charles Hogan office | 


the Cotton Bowl, | 


N.Y. Spot for Henie 


Icer a Question 


As Armories Limit Seating; G.M. Exits 


A New York booking for the 
Sonja Henie show is in the doubt- 
ful stage. According to a spokes- 
man for the armory at 62d and 


was penciiled in to start on Christ- 
mas Day for three weeks, no con- 
tracts have been returned by Miss 
Henie for that date. At this point, 
the spot is still being reserved for 
her from Dec. 25 to Jan. 15, pre- 
dating the. Arthur M. Wirtz “Holly- 


wood Ice Revue” at Madison 
Square Garden. One of the rea- 
sons why Miss Henie may be 


forced to forego the N. Y. date is 
the fact that the armory has been 
limited to 4,000 seats. This, coupled 
with the fact that it costs approx- 


Frisco’s Downtown Peelery 


In Sudden Folde to Make 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 

In an almost overnight move, 
the Downtown Theatre, operated as 
a burlesque house since April 18 
by Jack Blumenfeld and Irving 
| Ackerman, was shuttered last 
| Thursday (18), and will be torn 
| down to make way for a garage and 
| parking lot. 


House, a 1,900-seater, was re-| 
cently purchased by the Con- 
|tinental Assurance €o. Suddén 


|move to close appears to be predi-| 


| cated on the recent burlesque shut- 
;down and resultant publicity and 
drop in business. 

; A local landmark, the "swntewn 
| mee built in 1917 and operated as 
the Casino by Ackerman & Harris, 
housing the Will King shows for 
more than six years. It was re- 
modelled in 1941 and run by 
Ackerman as a pix house. Blu- 





‘menfeld moved into the picture in 


poe and for a time tried unsuc- 
icessfully both legit and films. Its 


limminent passing frorft the scene | 





Columbus Ave., where Miss Henie | 


Way for Metal Bodies. 


imately $20,000 to install and rip 
up the ice, may make it impossible 
|for Miss Henie to go into the tall 
| coin. 

It’s recalled that Miss Henie 
| Skipped a N. Y. shewing last sea- 
json. She had been scheduled to 
| play the Kingsbridge Armory in 
ithe Bronx shortly after the col- 
lapse of the portable seats in Bal- 
| timore The poor advance follow- 


ling that had Miss Hen‘ calling off 
the N Y. stand 

It’s also understood that after 
the 3altimore accident many 
armories were reclassified Gen- 
erally, seating canacities were 


mace smaller Miss Henie, along 
with other shows, was forced to in- 
stall steel framework for grand- 
stands. More space had to be al- 
lotted for aisles. Whie these dif- 
ficulties are comparatively minor, 
the major headache is the dimin- 


| ished seating capacity. 
It's also reported that Miss 
Henie’s backstage has been rife 


with dissension. Jim Colligan was 
let out last week and he was re- 
placed as general manager by Ken 


Stevens. who stili doubles as 
| show's vocalist. A group compris- 
ing Miss Henie, her mother, 


| brother and husoand along with 
| Stevens, remain the governing 
| board of the show. 

Colligan is considering action 
| against Miss Henie despite the fact 
| that his paper with her was oral. 

A spokesman for the icer de- 
clared that business is excellent 
jin Chicago where show winds up 
| Sept. 28. It was said that there 
|; were turnaways over the weekend. 
| Show opens in Indianapolis Oct 3, 
| ahead of the Wirtz show. 


Daniels’ 3-Week Rest 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
Billy Daniels, who closed at the 
| Chicago Theatre Thursday (18), 
| cancelled out of a two-week en- 
gagement at the Four Dukes, De- 
troit, which was to start the next 





Sophie Tucker in “Some of These |7 benefit with proceeds to an ail-'is remindful of the old Orpheum,| day (19). 


Days,” which will be her first indie 
film venture. 


| ing member of the Frisco Drama 
| Critics Council. ° 


| which also wound up as a parking 
‘lot. 


His physician ordered a three- 
| week rest for the singer. 
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+ MR ARE Theo by 


featuring 


AMMY DAVIS, 


SoS SPREE ee ren terete _ 


Guest Starring 
September 28 


“The 


EDDIE CANTOR 
: TV Show” 
NBC 


x * 


Opening Oct. 16 


FLAMINGO HOTEL 


Las Vegas 


x * 


October 30 


FAIRMONT HOTEL 


San Francisco 
* * 


November 27 


LATIN CASINO 


Philadelphia 





Thanks, Mr. Hover, tor holding us over at Ciro's, Hollywood 


» WILL MASTIN TRIO . 
STR. 


* 
* 





Wrieu Mastin TRIO 

c/o Antuun SILser 

1565 Crossroaps or tHE WorLD 
Hottywoop 28, CALIFORNIA 


Dean Bors: 


4ND MY CONGRATULATIONS, 


FRIBUTED TO CAPACITY ATTENDANCE 


Sammy Davis, JRe, ALWAYS BRINGS 


DEMAND FOR MANY YEARS TO COME. 


WEEKS. 


BELIEVE MEe 


BDH / wn 





a: &@ 6433 Sunset Bouleverd © Hollywood 46, Californie 


PLEASE ACCEPT? MY THANKS FOR THE WONDERFUL RECORD- 
4 BREAKING ENGAGEMENT YOU ARE CURRENTLY PLayine a? CIR20'S 


THr1s IS THE THIRD TIME YOU HAVE PLAYED OUR SUPPER 
CLUB DURING THE PAST 12 MONTHS AND ON EACH SUCCESSIVE VISIT 
YOUR POPULARITY WITH OUR REGULAR PATRONS HAS NOT ONLY CON@ 


JOUR PRESENT RECORD BREAKING ENGACENENT af CIRO 'S~~ 
IP TRIS IS a CRITERION -= SHOULD KEEP YOUR ACT IN CONTINUOUS 


WILL HAVE OPEN AT LEAST ANOTHER FOUR WEEKS TO CIVE US 
DURING THE wEXT YEAR, SO THAT CIRO'S CAN HEADLINE YOU AGAIN. 


THE RECORD YOU HAVE SET DURING THIS ENGAGEMENT MORE 
THAN WARRANTS MY HOLDING OVER THE ACT FOR AN ADDITIONAL TWO 
Ir 17 WERE NOT FOR PREVIOUS ConmiItnEeNTS, J WOULD 
ASK YOU TO PLAY FOR EVEN A LONGER PERIOD. 


WITH EVERY GOOD WISH FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUCCrss, 


HUdson 22-7211 


Sepremsgn 16, 1922 


NICHT AFTER NIGHT, BUT THE 


WORD-OF-MOUTH COMMENTS ABOUT YOUR ACT, AND PARTICULARLY , P 


US A FLOOD OF NEW PATRONAGE. 


HOwEvVER, i HOPE THAT YOU 


Yours vERY CORDIALLY, 


H.D. Roven 








Exclusive Management: ARTHUR SILBER 
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Philly Niteries Beat Boxers to Punch 
With Major Openings Prior to Fight 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. _, 
Philadtiphia cafes beat the gong | 
- t with 

on eee cage ee | Latin Casino, the town’s top name 
three of the largest spots kicking! showcase, and club management 
off the new season over the week-| reported heavy advance interest 
end. The recently enlarged Latin) even before ads began to hit papers. 
er Closing; and the Little Rath-| heavily with banquet and dinner 
skeller, which reverted to its speed party reservations for its first eight 

—__—_—__—— | weeks, 


New Omaha Aud. ‘who ran Little Rathskeller for 17 
Omaha, Sept. 23. | years before they retired from cafe 
Construction of new City Audi-| biz in 1949, have resumed preity 
torium is going swiftly. It takes| much where they left off. Jackie 
up nine blocks of downtown dis-| Winston, initial headliner, is a vet- 
trict. Bids are under way for old|eran of former Rathskeller days 
arena, which housed Golden Gloves | and the Victor Hugo orch, which 
boxers, rasslers, Shrine circus,| played the spot for 12 years, is 
wildiife shows and flower exhibits. back on the bandstand. Kaliners 
New spot will vie with Ak-Sar-| have rounded up about 80% of 
Ben for ice shows, concerts, etc. | their former service staff. 
Palumbo’s ‘Cabaret - Restaurant, 


owners last spring, made its debut 
under the new matagement. 


Frank Sinatra is headliner at the 











resumed officially 
(18) after a 
Catering largely to dinner and ban- 
quet trade, Palumbo’s offer ‘custo- 
mary two-hour shew, headed by 
comedian Guy Marks, dancer Joe 
DeMafco, comedy terpers Baro & 
Rogers, and singer Gaye Dixon 
with Howard Reynolds orch back 
for 1ith season. 


S.F. Hotelier Wins RFC Nod 


last Thursday 





} 
The Kaliner Bros.,. Si and Joe, | 


summer shutdown. | 











$. BARON LONG 

HARRY E. WALSH 

Managing 
Owners 
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ROYAL GUARDS 
Currently 


‘NEW GOLDEN 
RENO, NEVADA 


fost Bway Now York NY 





Meee enke ese RR KEK 


“The Richards' rosette this week goes to Georgie 
Kaye at the Palladium. An amiable comedian 
with a wonderful line of patter. He's the Pal- 
ladium's newest Kaye and that's praise." 





On Nev. Casino Via 2256 
Bid, Beating St. L.’s Koplar 


St, Louis, Sept. 23. 

A cash offer of $200,000 by Har- 
old Kopfar, manager of the swank 
west end Chase Club, for the de- 
funct -Tahoe-Biltbore 
bling casino in Nevada fell short 
by $25,000 of the next best cash 
bid, and the Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Corp. last week sold the 


Francisco hotel owner. 


All four. bids received, two of 
which were for term payments, 
were below the 75% of ‘a $488,000 
construction loan the RFC granted 
in 1946. When the casino went 
bankrupt in 1949, only $10,000 had 
been paid. A Sacramento, Cal., 
bank financed the construction 
with RFC support. Greenback’s 
offer to pay $75,000 now and the 
balance before 1954 was accepted 
by RFC. 


One of the original partners in 
the Nevada enterprise was the late 
Charles Bigannio, murdered Kan- 
sas City politician-gangster who 
promised to make the casino “the 
biggest gambling joint west of the 
Rockies.” However, the spot con- 
tinually lost money. 





Evelyn Knight wili open Oct. 27 
for a fortnight in Century Room 
of Hotel Adolphus, Dalias. 





Hotel-gam- | 


premises to Jeseph Greenback, San | 








750-seater in South Philadelphia. | 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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N.Y. Havana-Madrid Now 
500 Club and Sepian 


The Havana-Madrid, N. Y., which 
closed early this week for a bit of 
refurbishing, will reopen tomor- 
row (Thurs.) as the 500 Club with 
a Negro revue policy. Dancer Bill 
Bailey will headline the first show. 

Spot has attempted to revive the 
old Club 18 policy during the past 
show, but gate failed to lift appre- 
ciably. 


Salt Lake Fair Gate Up, 
Sex, Gambling Downed; 





Allentown Off—No Bingo 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 23. 
Uiah State Fair wound up its 


10-day run here on Sunday (21) | 
paid attendance .of | 
over 200,000. Boxoffice was hypoed 
by “Holiday on Ice,” a consistent | 


with record 


grosser at the Fair (see separate 
story), and the addition of such 
grandstand attractions as_ auto 


‘lracing, wrestling and Joie Chit- 


wood’s Auto Daredevils. 
For the first time the midway 


was taken away from local op-| 
erators and turned over to Sie- | 
brand Circus & Carnival Shows, | 


which may have been the reason 
for police stepping in to close a 
girl show. After complaints of 
“indecency” 


up the shutters. 


Allentown 29,000 Off 
Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23. 
A ban on skilo and bingo report- 
edly accounted for part of the drop 
in attendance at the Allentown 
Fair Here last week. Paid admis- 


had been received,|sian Revue,” 
| J. A. Theobald, fair manager, put | at the Aylmer Fall Fair here. | 


Palladium Séts Revue 
To Follow Hutton Date 


London, Sept. 23, 

The engagement of Betty Hutton 
at the Palladium for three weeks 
beginning next Monday (29) 
marks the end of the current 
vaudeville season. Her-date winds 
on Oct. 18, and three days later 
Val Parnell launches his fall revue 
which will continue until the 


Knorr & Hale New Roxy 
Production Team; Had 
Worked Cap 20 Yrs, Ago 


Chester Hale has been signed to 
direct the dances for two bills at 
the Roxy Theatre, N.Y. First show 
goes on today (Wed.). Hale wil) 
-work under Arthur Knorr, recently 
appointed production head at the 





Christmas pantomime. The revue, 
like the vaude, will be on a twice | 
nightly basis. 

The fali production is titled, | 
“Wonderful Time.” It will star | 
Max Bygraves, Joy Nichols, George | 
& Bert Bernard and the Billy Cot- | 





ton band. For his annual panto, | 
Parnell has chosen “Dick Whit- 
tington,” and will star Frankie | 


Howerd, Richard Hearn and Son- 
nie Hale. 





'Ex-Sadler’s Ballerina 
| Terps Straight to Rate 
Kudos at Canuck Carnie, 





Alymer, Que., Sept. 23. | 
A ballerina who danced at Lon-} 
|don’s Covent Garden last year 
|with the Sadler’s Wells Ballet ap-| 
| peared in a girl show called ‘‘Pari- | 
seen on the midway | 


She didn’t do a cooch, though, | 
but a straight dance. The style was | 
broadened a little for the carnie 
crowd and sweeps were some- 
what foreshortened because of the 
bandbox stage. She got more ap- 





|plause than the show’s bump-’n’- 
sions for the five days declined | grinder, and the Ottawa Journal's 
from 144,800 in 1951 to 115,340,a/ theatre and ballet—critie, Richard 





decrease of 29,540. The best at- | 
tendance was Saturday (20) with} 
34,850, compared to 39,240 on cor- 
responding day of previous year. 
The take that day was $20,900, a 
drop of about $3,000 from a year 
ago. 

Skilo and other forms of gam- 
bling at fair stands was taboo this 
year. This suited police who 
handled fewer complaints, but 
women who like skilo and bingo 
did not take too well to the pro- 
hibition. 

George A. Hamid’s “Grandstand 
Follies of 1952” did good business, 
with an overflow crowd Saturday 
night. 


‘HOLIDAY ON ICE’ BIG 
1056 AT UTAH FAIR | 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 23. 
“Holiday on Ice” topped all its) 
previous hefty gates here in a 10- 
day stand at the Coliseum during 
the run of the Utah State Fair, 
pulling a sock $105,000. Fifteen 
performances, including five mati- 
nees, one of which was an extra 
tossed in because of the heavy 
sale, were scaled to $3.60. 
Icer left here for Council Bluffs, 
Ia.. and then heads for Ft. Wayne, 
ind. i 











| good, and took it when they agreed 


|she hopes to audition for either 


B. Coates, trekked the 15 miles 
across the river into another prov- 
ince to cover her performance, So 
did the Quebec Chronicle when 
she played there recently. 


The terper is Nadja Tores Krko- 
vic, 24, once a featured dancer 
with the Yugoslav National Ballet 
in her homeland, and in 1950 she 
appeared by invitation at the Salz- 
burg Festival. Her Sadler’s Wells 
stint was during the Festival of 
Britain, after she’d gone to Eng- 
land to have her eyes treated by 
a specialist. 

Her husband was a member. of 
the Yugoslav water polo team 
which toured and never went 
back. He’s now studying afchitec- 
ture in Toronto, where Nadja 
taught bailet this year till the sea- 
son ended. She saw a carnival ad, 
applied because the money was 


she could stick to her style. She's 
been out since the beginning of 
May. When the carnie season ends 


Ballet Theatre or the New York 
City Ballet. 

The management can afford to 
pay good money. The show-——only 
live one on the midway—is in a 
standup tent, with a velvet back- 
drop, two cotton side curtains and 

(Continued on page 54) 








house. Under present plans, there's 
a likelihood of guest choreog. 
raphers following Hale's two stints, 
He’ll design both the ice and stage 
terps. 

Hale’s Roxy stint marks the re. 
union of Knorr and Hale after 
about 20 years. 


Both were asso. 


| ciated at the Capitol Theatre, N.Y, 


under the late S. L. (Roxy) Poth. 
afel. Hale for the past several 
years has choreographed “Ice Ca- 
pades.” 

In another Roxy change effective 


today, Bob Bouche, former as 
sistant conductor of the Roxy orch, 
steps up as maestro, succeeding 


Paul Ash who leaves that post 


| after many years. 













THE CHOR 
instrumentalists without Instruments 
Sept. 22-24: Club Dates, Louisville, Ky. 
Sept. 25-27: Club Dates, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Miéwest Club Dates and Fairs! 
HARRY GREBEN 
203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ili. 
Direction: G.A.C. 
































WHEN IN BOSTON 
t's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 
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Caczeiwg@ Ait 

comic $7 
COMEDY CARAVAN 
- by ROBERT ORBEN 
—a 55 page printed 
book containing 1074 
gags routined into 65 soc bits! 

Only $1 including @ free catalog of Je 
books. Send to: LOUIS TANNE 
{20 West 42nd Street, New York %4, N. Y. 


one-line 

















$50 to $150 Weekly. Salary 


WON.EN OVER 21 

FREE TO TRAVEL U.S. 
Transportation paid. Ne experience necessary. 
We train you te model hair styles, Salary 
while training. Write giving age, height. 
weight, color hai® end education, to Mr. Coty— 

LOCKS LABORATORY 

200 E. 3rd St., Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
or call Mount Vernon 4-1900 
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DICK RICHARDS, - 


Sunday Pictorial. 


CURRENTLY 
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"His impressions are 
to solid hit. His performance is a must and 
should quickly be as popular here as he evi- 
dently is in his native America." 


ene and he comes age 
@ 


..... THE PERFORMER. 


“Really funny comedy." DAILY TELEGRAPH. 


x GEORGIE KAYE x 


LONDON PALLADIUM 


Thanks LEW AND LESLIE GRADE, VAL PARNELL, EDDIE ELKORT 


Direction: JACK DAVIES 


* eS Sees? ew sevea 


xk kk * 


ee een di eee Se - Fees 








/ - Poe ses coral pes. 
ts Sener ee Te ee . Pa wav i 
: : : a heen cena 
’ tin 


te a) eee 








a 1 eo ee =" 
aa. 


nt eer TE 

















14t 


wv 
° 
° 
> 
= 
36 
= 


BR somes. 





























Opening OCT. 






















































































































































































Oa de 


as 

















© POP RIOR. QO ee 
Oe. 
tae kd . 


oe 























September 24, 1952 





RARER DORI OD DOL ESELE PICEA AS ARE 





Wednesday, 





VAUDEVILLE 


Wednesday, September 24, 1952 





Cafe Production Units Hit the Road 
~~ In Bid to Make Up Hiked Nut 


The mounting costs of amortizing + 


a large nitery show is causing more 
bonifaces to offer their floor dis- 
plays intact as units for. work in 
other cafes. Latest units to be put 
on the block aré those of the 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., and the 
Sans Souci, Havana. 

The French Casino and Latin 
Quarter, both N. Y., have previous- 


ly been mentioned as being avail-| 





|More Gold in Teeth, Dentist 
Pulls Out of Nitery Field 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 
Dr. Emory Neubauer has decided 
that pulling teeth is much easier 
than operating a nightclub, so he’s 
going back to his old profession. 
Neubauer thought after a stretch 











able for other clubs. A smaller in the Army that getting away 
Gotham unit, Bill. Hardy’s “Gay from from dentistry might be a | 
90's Revue,” is also being submit-| happy idea. He bought Johnny) 


|Brown’s Club in East Liberty, re-| 


ted. 
: |named it the Famous Door and was | 
Most of the packages coming out | is business. 


of niteries are being offered to Las | ey 

Vegas and Reno spots. There are| But the deal didn’t pan_ out. 
occasional weeks around the coun-| After taking a shellacking for a 
try such as the area around Cin- | couple of months, Neubauer sold 
cinnati. Miami Beach and various | Out, taking a substantial loss. He s | 
cafes which operate with casino | resuming the practice of dentistry 
adjuncts that can afford these high- las head of the dental clinic in 
priced traveling units. However, | Johnstown, ‘Pa., for the Veterans 
the amount of time is limited. Administration. 


Unit idea has caught on in Las | 
Vegas, where several niteries are | 


experimenting with the formation | Mass. Theatre on Prowl 
For TV Tests; Vaude Set 


of their own units. It’s felt that | 
the opening of two more hotels in | 
Las Vegas, Sands and Sahara, will | The Court Square Theatre, 
pringfield, Mass., will make’ a 
pitch to get tele shows to preview 


stimulate the unit idea in that area | 
because of the impossibility of get- | 

their programs there. House book- 
ers Abe & Joe Feinberg will ask 


ting top names for all those spots. 
5 networks and ad agencies to book 
AGVA « Hope sketches and production numbers 


: ; at the theatre in an effort to get 
Execs of the American Guild of | audience reaction and as a means 
Variety Artists wiil confer with | of shaping the layout. Bookers hope 
president-elect Bob Hope upon his | to get-name shows-at—cut- rates in 
return from Europe Monday (29).|tnis manner. Bob Hope previously 
Union officials hope to learn to |trieg this gimmick at the Para- 
what extent comedian will partici- | mount Theatre, Brooklyn. 
pate in union affairs. House will resume its three-day 
vaudfilm policy Sept. 26 with a 
Eva Franklin wrote special ma-/| bill comprising Bob Howard, Don 
terial and music for Frank Sennes’ | Cummings, Chester Dolphin, Dor- 
“Minsky University” revue caught |raine & Ellis, Phelan Trio and the 





























at New Golden, Reno—not Ellen | Del Rios. 
Franklin as erratumed> 
= = Bebe Shopp’s Trio | 
Bebe Shopp, a former “Miss 


America,” has formed a vocal and 
|musical trio and is now breaking 
}in at the Burgundy Room, Detroit. 
|She plays the vibes. 

| Miss Shopp recéntly signed with 
| Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking 
Corp. 








Ted Mack's Tex. 1-Niter 


San Antonio, Sept. 23. 
Ted Mack’s “Original Amateur 
Hour” will play the Municipal Au- 
ditorium here Nov. 5. 


BLACK 


DUNDEE 


(Beauty and 
the Least) 

A new nete in 
Glamor Comedy 
Village Hotel 
Erie, Pa. 
Management: 
Nat Dunn 
$650 Broadway 
New York 























COZY MORLEY 


OF THE NATION" 
‘Corn Cob Humor" 


Recently Completed 
Successful Engagement 


CAFE SOCIETY ROOM 


of the WONDER BAR 
Montreal, Canada 


Currently 
CIRO'S, Phila., Pa. 
3rd Return in Five Months ; 


Available: October 13 





















and CANASTA the Cat 


ENTERTAINING THE 
BOYS IN KOREA 


Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGE!.C Ys 


Persenal Management: 
EDDIE SUEZ BERNIE ROTHBARD 
500 Shubert Bidg., Phiia., Pa. 
Kingsley 5-1665 PEnnypacker 5-7083 
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Plane Talk ° 
Kokomo, Ind., Sept, 23. 

When Olsen & Johnson 
climbed off.a plane at the air- 
port here last week they were 
met by a photographer from 
the Kokomo Tribune; ‘who 
asked for @ picture. They 
posed, and then the photog 
asked it they'd just closed a 
show somewhere. 

They didn't, 

Weren't they Olsen & John- 
son, stars of “Hellzapoppin ” 
and currently’ in “Skating 
Vanities”? 

They weren't. 

They were Mal Olsen, secre- 
tary of a Milwaukee manuia’- 
turing firm, and Floyd E. 
Johnson, Fond du Lac, Wis., 
purchasing agent for a retrig- 
erator firm. « 

When they boarded a Lake 
Central plane at Chicago, the 
airline had notified the Ko- 
komo Airport that “Olsen & 
Johnson” were aboard. 


MCA’s Talent Hypo 


Dallas, Sept. 23. 








Four young singers with record- | 


ing contracts are each skedded for 
two-week appearances at Pappy’s 
Showland here under a plan ar- 
ranged by Music Corp. of America 
to help develop talent. They will 
play other spots in Texas. 

Singers are Lennie Forrest, Fran 
McKenna, Billy Shepard and Ricky 
Vallo. 


Hub’s Cisco Kid Rodeo 
Cisco Kid Rodeo has been 
pacted for 





year the Hub rodeo was topped by 
Gene Auiry. 


Fireman’s Show in St. Louis re- 


cently. 
Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Saranac Lake, N.Y., Sept. 23. | 
Kendric Parker, manager of the 
Saranac Lake Summer Theatre, re- 
ported that he signed a lease for! 
the Main St. IOOF Opera House 
for next season. Company closed | 
this season in the black, most pop-| 
ular shows being “Harvey,” “Tam- 
ing of the Shrew” and “See How | 
They Run.” 

Eugenie (Legit) Reed came here | 
in 1948 on the sick side of the| 
ledger, and ditto Otto Hayman, ex- 
theatre manager. Major surgery | 
and excellent care gave these two} 
their good health back, so they got | 
married. They left for Gotham for | 
a short stay before sailing for Paris. | 

Helen Vick, staffer of Warners’ | 
Dallas office, all excited over weeg- | 
end visit from her husband, James, 
who is with an Albany film ex- 
change. 

May Sullivan motored in from | 
Ozone Park, L.I., for her first bea- | 
side chat with her husband, | 
George, who’s from the N.Y. Madi- | 
son Square-Garden- personnel and, 
a new guest here. 

Jerry (Loew) Hornsby former as- | 
sistant manager who made the 
grade here in class of 1950, in from | 
Newark for that annual checkup | 
and goes back to work with an all- | 
clear. | 

Charlie and Julia Kaufhold, 
Yost Theatres, Harrisburg, Pa., in 
from there for that annual check- | 
up and both received the green 
light to resume work. 

Observation patients who are 
skedded for surgery are Jesus 
(Gracia) Dominguez, Warner Bros. 
Cuban manager; Ray (Loew) 
McCarthy; Robert Dutton, South- 
ern Pines, N.C., theatre manager, 
and Patricia Payne of the Switow 
Theatre circuit Louisville. 

Pearl (Loew) Grossman, Gloria 
Davis (National Screen Corp.) and 
May Coates (Interstate circuit 
staffer) all rated top clinics that 
upped them for meals and te the 
ambulatory department in a spe- 
cial progress comeback. 





Mickey Shaughnessy Up 
On 2 Counts in N.J. Switch 

Wildwood, N. J., Sept. 23. 
Mickey Shaughnessy. who has 
held the stellar spot for the last | 
four seasons here at Eddie Suez’s | 
Club Avalon, has signed for. 1953 | 
with the rival Oscar Garrigues. | 
owner of the Bolero. 
Long a fixture on the Philly .and | 
South Jersey nitery scene and now | 
a Columbia Pictures contract play- | 
ler, Shaughnessy surprised. show 
| circles here when he wound up his 
10-week season at the Club Avalon 
Aug. 30 and walked right over to 
the Bolero to play Labor Day week. 














/CAPADES’ FAT 3256 


IN N.Y. 11-DAY RUN 


“Ice Capades” playing its first 
New York date in 10 years, hit a 
tall $325,000 in its 15-show run 
at Madison Square Garden. Gross 


|exceeded expectations of Arena 


Mgrs. Assn., which routes the Joha 
H. Harris icer. 

“Capades” opened at the Garden 
Sept. 11 and wound up Sunday 
night (21). Toward the latter part 
of the run, house was sold out at 
virtually every pérformance. Seats 
that were gobbled up _ inciuded 


i} those on the upper shelf behind 





the Boston Garden| “Kiss of Fire,” in which she uses | 
rodeo from Oct. 22 to Nov. 2. Last | castanets effectively; and, at the 


Show, which features Duncan | down after a few seconds, and the 


Renaldo and Leo Carrillo, grossed | 
$137,000 in 11 performances at the | 


| feathers, before Nadja had finish- 


l the bandstand which obscured the 


| . view. It’s expected that on the 
if) Ballerina basis of the showing this year, 
it “Capades” will hit the Garden 











Continued from page 52 jee 


again next season. 





a pair of spots. Music is provided | 
by worn-out records on a tinny| 
phonograph. The complete cast} Tulsa, Sept. 23. 
numbers three—all girls—who| “Ice Cycles,” companion show to 
double on bally between the 12-| “Ice Capades,” has been forced to 
minute shows, for which they nick| relinquish its date at the Arena 
the customers 50c. Susan Crystal,| here because of extensive damage 
also part-owner of ‘the’ show, |to the building when it was struck 
| shares in the spieling. | by reer gg oon — ee 
‘ : “Cycles” ha een skedded to 

, Kiss we Cates ; | move in Oct. 20 following its Dallas 
Nadja—billed as Nadine—is a). 
\blonde of medium height, striking | ees 
|rather than beautiful, with a flat. 
|acorn-shaped face, high cheek- 
| bones, vivid, expressive eyes and a | 
|warm smile. Her figure is attrac- 
| tive, though a bit skimpy in the | 
| Dagmar department. She does two 
| numbers with easy skill and grace, | 
‘in a scarlet-and-gold costume re-| 
vealing her legs and midriff. First G 
|in a Spanish fire dance, done to} 


Tulsa Storm Nixes ‘Cycles’ 





Ga. Gibbs Exits Pitt Vogue 
On Throat Rap; Torme Fills 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 

Attack of laryngitis gave Georgia 
ibbs an out on her booking at 
1,100-seat theatre-restaurant Vogue 
Terrace here last week. Singer 
opened last week (15) but pulled 
out for Mew York again the next 
morning, with understanding that 
she’d return for the weekend if the 
doctor gave her an okay. 

Vogue Terrace had:a flock of 
private parties booked for the 
weekend on the strength of the 
Gibbs date and had to get some- 
body in fast to make good. It 
rushed in Mel Torme,.who came 
in for last Friday and Saturday 
nights only. 

ee 


NICK 
LUCAS 


Now Appearing 


ITALIAN VILLAGE 


San Francisco, Calif. 
Sept. 24 thru Oct. 7 


Personal Management 


BILL LOEB 
Beverly Hillis, Calif. 


| Saturday night show caught, even 
the “take it off!’ shouters piped 


applause was heavy. 

There was probably no connec- 
tion between this and the sudden 
appearance behind her of the 
shaker, in bra, G-string and a few 


ed her second dance. done to 
“Blue Tango.” This action forced 
Nadja offstage before the end of 
her number and effectively elim- 
inated her exit applause. 


The other two performers were 
pretty redhead called Ginger 
who managed to follow the beat of 
a samba, and Miss Crystal, a thin- 
lipped, big-hipped Chicago striper. | 
Her “shim-sham-shimmy” consist- | 
ed of a hodge-podge of pelvic pro-| 
jections, mammary and_ funda-| 
mental quivers, and a ginmill | 
grind. Her finale was just for a} 
bra-and-G-string flash. | 
| 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


ccasows FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the Stars) 
35 ISSUES $25 
First 13 Files $7.00. All 35 issues $25.00 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE Only 
(Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping) 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES r book $10 @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 © 
@ 4 BLACKOUT SBKS., ea. ok. $25 $ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIE 
(reissue), $3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 
NO C.0.D.'$ 


BILLY GLASON . 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 
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Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 
* TALENT CONTEST * 

MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Ties 


JACK DENTON 






















FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


sEnor 
CA 













Now Appearing 


CASINO, VENICE WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN 
Italy (In the 175-Lb. Class) 








Write to those who are ill. 
LN AE LETS 











American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL-MAROQUANI AGENCY, PARIS 














NAT KALCHEIM 





FRED SANBORN 


BACK IN GAY PAREE AFTER 
COMPLETING TWO MARVELOUS WEEKS 


AT 


THE LONDON PALLADIUM 


HARRY FOSTER 
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Smalf @ Sens tie 
In Versailles Ovens * 


By LEE MORTIMER 


It Was o 
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Ost Satisfy. 
S$ ever h y 
now Mary Smaiy reebouts, 


Beers with ee be- 
sn? w 
er oft sed Wr sole 
oSeoa gpeeee ato A ee a gmail sings & t@ 
~ 4 RONG . “miss Sma she is ¥ 
yp ©9 yr 


jeague style - - - 


EARL WILSON (New York Post) 


“Mary Small at the Versailles is so 
much better than the ne 


WwW crop of singers 
that they're pathetic b c : 








y comparison.” 


BOL nal-American? 


all 
. Mary Sm 
indorsemer pest ac 








BEN GROSS (Daily News). 
“...here’sa 


salute to Mary Small, now 
the singing star of the Versailles ...a@ 
vocalist of force and charming personality. 
Her manner of putting over a song makes 
her a welcome guest on video.” 


FRANK FARRELL 
(N. Y. World-Telegram and Sun) 


“Mary Small’s tunes in Versailles gave 
that saloon one of its brisker late-sum- 
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| | eae New Acts 


San Marine Hotel Jackie King 
epper Sans Souci Hote) 
| PAULETTE SISTERS (4) 


Mac P 
The Jesters June Gardner 
V AR LE ‘ 4 B ILL S | Gaiety CluD Eddie Snyder LESLIE RANDALL 
. | | Amy Font Mal, Malina pers | Comeds Songs 
E ly Miller Saxony Hore! 15 Mins. 
re - 
i c 


7 Mins. 
WwEEK OF SEPTEMBER 24 Doe Drak b Palace, N.Y. 
ue Dray Lee Sherwin . 
numerais in connection with bills, Belew week opening day ef show Galety, Gitls 06 Lee Giman Ore ‘young 7 Paulie ee (Jane, Bet- 
wnete woes eae Tano & Dee h intelligence a arbara, Gloria are a pleasant 
rentheses, indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchen marce? @) independent) jonnina Hotel tt muc ° ; 
ee Lette, nes p> Paramount (Ri RKO! far etolty cr) Tivells OW) ronmeer? | Terry Swot Saxonetre club He is former drama errr > sounding quartet who ve been etch- 
(wR) Walter egade Ben Reyno Carlas turne vaudeville. s ne ing 
Eve Moratas Danny, Kline .° style naracterizations, Oe" souid 
city (Mie & Matti will Carr Co Bil & Bi dum preacher Rollo & ply an without frills, oh chee 
sher & Marks Skyrockets Ore SCUNTHORPE Leon & addie’s arpor clue and his delicate style 0 u 
a Savoy wo 22 Babe Baker Revue Joe Mopae wins much admiration n thei anh 
. }and ~ ou'll Never GE way,” late 
Actor 1S still youns, bu appears | ter 4 light excursion in which they 
vein of treas” trot out skimmers with sequinned 


B Warner Palladium Girls 
ANCH 
a Mal 3 Dow! Kay ee 
y alone } Joan ow LLt Aay esters 
aye ae Ramya CHICAGO to have chosen rich . 
“a 2 Jer qwel cnet, core geitte Erete re. fe ci esty oi eed bands for visual effect. 
roxy (!) Moy Longs nny iams Jac carter _ctvles then impe ft : rE : ae 
Mary Small Bob Hatch 4 Dude Ranchers Betty Reilly Donald — lef-<3 romee a her ors. light | Closing ditty Cowboy ‘Sweets 
Don Felipe & Glamour Girls Grace &_Nicco Georse * ® pu ic- ; keoff of ee | nears: is 4 quasi-hillbilly vocal 
Arnold Shods Kike uerwigO, | Cher f Mare Boulevar deaters O | 4 his devastating ‘that gets them off well, Trav 
Romayne & Brent | Jose Moreno Empire (M) 2 Chez Adorabies «g) | Frankie aster® ifferent kinds 0 . 
CHICAGO Ron Carver | petty Driver Brian Farnon orc | gdgewater h » smoker with the croak- ——— 
chicago ‘P) 26 Candy Sis & Eddie | tommy Cooper Conrad Hilton Hot! | weire Bros 3) | the eavy * th a THE FLEETWOODS “ 
Hal Sands Rocks* mewcASTLE = | Kenwy, Baker Adele Inge Bileen & Catv | ing morning cou h to the sect 
Ben Yost Yon Empire (M22 | BO Banks Eric Waite Eilecia Ders 20 | smoker drawing upon his reserve | 
Bil Peet. Issy Bonlimes C George Mares Diana Grafton Grift, Willa eise | ‘and furtively. PU ihg minus enjoy: | 6 Mins. Jy 
°o ' 
WASHINGTON iaicolm wyicchell 3 Petersemciifte Diaries & Lucille ao aan de nt. Randall has a cheeky style | Palaces ©: * 

a ag nas Colvete Bobbie Kim ayaa Darlene “Espana GD compensated for by 3 ; a Male foursome shows good unt- 
Wany Bert _ _ Boryron. & Ward «| Lillian Byers cnn BS, ore \S mood. He dresses simply |son and individual hoofing the 
Wells Sess & La Pierre Andoras «| vou Broder Eddie O'N°@ and quietly i gre ; ove. Members are neatly 
3 shall Jan August Reg Russell & Bartiett & Ross maroon-colored smoking jacket. attired and clean-cut. Work in a 

azie Los ANGELES Act seems Okay or U. S. video. | cavaleade of stepping stones from 
| Bal a Gord. soit-shoe to Charieston to poogie 
——e for their best payoff. 


Symmetricals ambassador ; Hotel 
WANSEA ASady Martin Ore Rudess win ose 
a JACKIE jocKO All chores are in rapid style and 
group displays okay challenge tap 


empire (M) 22 
2 aha ; Stuart wade | 
Twell Mara & Maurice Bebe Norma Laurel & Hardy Murray Arnold | cafe Gals : 4 
rin Daresco : k & Pete Songs-Piano oS 
| 20 Mins. | ology emphasizing buck and wing. 
: Trau. 


T omn 
Lowe and Ladd Eddie H : | Bi a & d 
El Ray & Dorothy it musi a 
: . € Ar 1 ¢ 2 J 
| Bar of ue | Jean F new = Birdl: nd, N. Y 


tonds 
a inlyin# & Konarski Guy Nelson Cc 
: oligo Renta Kramer g TV. Lovie. Cingey Eu tt | Tito GQuizat Phil G 14 «l 
NORWICH 4, | en Buetia & Helen Boice Don Sheffey Jackie Jocko. g2-year-old sink ee 
hr Felix Decola Ciro’s cre from Buffalo, another entry in. the 
vo sweepstakes via & D ti TV 
im aytime 
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int limited to three tunes 
they show Okay harmonics backed 
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n their disk, “Glow Worm,” 


























Patricia Rayne 
Rockettes 
Corps de Baliet 


LBOURNE s v 
MEL tivolt (T) 22 Miriam Pearse 
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will Mas male vocalist 


e 
Eddie Bradford Orc | Sammy Davis #° 
dbex | Teddy & Phyllis Mercury Recor 





mes on 
MacGrene Suzette | 
TT & P Shamva Dennis Lawes resses a> an arresting S* of |\ ; | 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





Hotel Plaza, N. Y. 
‘(PERSIAN ROOM) 
Thompson & Williams Bros. 
LaSalle and Mark Monte 
$2 and $2.50 couvert. 


Kay | 
(4); Dick 
orchestras; 


The Persian Room is jumpin’ 

in—Kay Thompson and the 
again y 
Williams Bros. are back. The re- 
ynion of the energetic songstress 
and her four personable aides 
points up anew the show biz axiom 
_-don’t fool around with a hit. 
Somehow the chemistry of the 
team was surefire when together; 
the moment the freres decided to 
split up into sub-units it didn’t im- 
prove them nor Miss Thompson. 

Miss Thompson has no illusion 
about herself or anything except- 
ing the basic talent. They've got 
to be socko and different in every- 
thing they do, and they achieve it. 
The lyrics are literate but not too 
subtle; the vignettes vivid and 
betimes devastating. 

Most of their stuff is new save 
for the now-standard but sturdy 
“Pauvre Suzette.” Their keynote 
“Quelle” keys them into satires on 
TV, modern art and a classic pro- 
duction all its own on the “Holly- 
wood Party.” Miss Williams opens 
with a characteristic “jubilee” 
number and zings ‘em with a 
“Caribbean Cruise” number which 
is saucy and in the accepted 
“sophisticated” standard. The pre- 
cise production values extract the 
maximum from her “vocal chofe- 
egraphy” presentations. 

Dick LaSalle, piano-conductor, 
{is back for his third year and 
projects a slick brand of “society” 
dansapation, and Mark Monte’s 
Continentals (4) likewise produce a 
fancy brand of specialized terp 
tunestering in quality far in excess 
of their meagre numbers. Maitre 
d’ Fred is the slick major domo at 
the door, and a return to the Per- 
sian Room for another season once 
again points up the suave manner 
in which the old-guard waitering- 
catering staff differs from some of 
the younger waiters in most niter- 
jes. It’s a rather glum com- 
mentary of the times that the 
changing eras has altered service 
standards so sharply. The _ in- 
creased postwar tourism abroad 
also has pene up that shortcom- 
ing in the foreign lands and on 
foreign ships (with the striking ex- 
ception of the British) that certain 
political accents have militated 
against the suavity and good serv- 
ice usually identified with Euro- 
peans. Even the French, tradi- 
tional perfectionists in cuisine and 
Service, seem to have encountered 
that new hazard. (Which is a slight 
segue, of course, from the fact that 
there are only a few spots like the 
Plaza or the St. Regis that main- 
tain that certain standard). PS— 
Kay Thompson & Williams Bros. 
are still socko. Abel. 


Chez Paree, Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Jack Carter, Betty, Reilly (Bill 
Russell and Roy McNair), Grace & 
Nicco, Johnny Martin, Chez Ador- 
ables (8), Brian Farnon Orch; 
$3.50 minimum, $1 cover. 











This is the last of the two-week 
bills that Chez Paree has been 
booking for its greatest season in 
its 20-year history. Danny Thomas 
comes in Oct. 14 for a month and 
then Sophie Tucker for four or 
Six weeks, Nov..14. While this was 
Somewhat of a quickie booking, 
bill stacks up with most of the 
Previous shows. There’s improve- 
ment in each act since last seen 
here and while there are minor 
adjustments necessary, it's a 
smooth revue. Accent, of course, 
is on comedy and the laughs are 
plenty throughout. This should be 
an _ excellent word-of-mouth show. 

Jack Carter hasn’t been at a 
pe a —_ in several 

. Meantime playing legit, the- 
net and TV. Comic has improved 
mmensely, especially in his tim- 


ming. He still h 
tide on be as a tendency to 


uips with the audi- 

— not getting some of the 
saatios, He's blue, but evidently 
hat’s what the customers want 
judging from the yocks he garners. 
i Some of Carter’s material is a 
ittle too rough and he could slice 
Vulgarisims here and __ there. 
Strangely enough, his biggest 
ushs are not from the tinged 
ate but from his takeoffs on 
oreign characters and his aping 
= Singers. His earbon of Billy 
paniels “Old Black Magic” is ex- 
r.. close, He follows with his 
Punchy standard on types of screen 
Villains, Instead of closing with his 
any . newsreel bit, he stays on 
ry winds up with a strong piece 
whine other comics did to him 
ité he was on video. Carter gets 

® big mitt for his begoff speec 
B tek honors with Carter is 
= ty Reilly, making her annual 
*ppearance here. However, blonde 
2 ~e has dropped practically every 
Mt age of her old act and has 
Futined herself, with aid of Jeff 
ailey, as a singer even more 


‘+ Russell and also added is a bongo 


she relied strongly on her ability 
to chirp in several languages, she 
now has made a production out of 
her act. She’s more than capably 
supported at the piano by Bill 


player. 
Songstress starts ‘out with a 
flashy treatment of “Kerry Danc- 
ers” and then goes into a solid 
bit about songs from the dreary 
30s in which she sells a group of 
the lesser-known pic itunes from 
the first talkers. Her one conces- 
sion to the Latin library, outside 
of her closer, is a Cuban ballad 
which goes over well. But it’s 
“Molasses” done a la Sarah 
Vaughan, Margaret Truman, Bette 
Davis and Johnnie Ray that is a 
real pleaser. She switches to the 
ballad side to score with “More 
Than You Know” and then takes 
up the beat with “Begat.” A bit 
of her new materiai, which falls 
in the Dorothy Shay category, is 
a special about a miss that goes 
from the mountains to Paris, and 
the group singing on “La Vie En 
Rose,” replete with jug, is hilari- 
ous. Gal heats up the bistro with | 
with her spirited rendition of 
“Cumbanchero” taking over the 
hand drums for several moments 
too. Chanteuse also has to beg off. 
Grace & Nicco, while continuing 
to commit mayhem on each other, 
seem to have speeded up their 
comedy dance act. They have also 
added a “Kiss of Fire” number 
which leads to eye-gouging and a 
few more pleasant sports which 
the audience finds such clean fun. 
Johnny Martin deserves a bow for 
his emcee work and production 
vocals, with the line carrying over 
two numbers from previous revue. 
Brian Farnon is excellent both on 
the dance and backing cneges. 
abe. 





| 





Riverside, Reno 
Reno, Sept. 18. 
Billy Gray, Patti Moore & Ben 
rds Cheerleaders (5), Larry 
reen, Riverside Starlets (8), 
Mary Marshall, Bill Clifford Orch; 
no cover or minimum, 





This comedy offensive led by 
Billy Gray lasts an hour and 25 
minutes, and considering the color 
of material begins to grow a little 
tiresome. The only relief from the 
comedoldrums is a brief breeze by 
the Cheerleaders quintet near the 
beginning and a quick little gust of 
music near the end, plus an open- 
ing chorus number and a brief 
by them for windup. 
Gray himself accounts for over 
half an hour of monolog which has 
high periods of good humor, low 
periods of innuendo that some- 
times don’t even wear the sheer 
cover of clever wording and might 
better be said in plain language. 
Patti Moore & Ben Lessy take 
up most of what’s left of the time 
with parody after parody. Har- 
mony on “Sweet Violets” and “I 
Wish I Wuz” are best. Vivacious 
Miss Moore encourages the com- 
edy of Lessy who keeps at his very 
funny, senseless action. He tosses 
popcorn out of his pocket with one 
and, for a tricky grab with the 
other and never connects. No 
sense, but hilarious. When she 
breaks off in the middle of song 
to say “dance for mummy,” he 
bounces around like an unbalanced 
puppet. Again senseless but like- 
wise funny. 
In a jam session with orch, Les- 
sy plays — in the high regis- 
ter, stopping to cavort and gener- 
ally creating big yocks. The Moore 
& Lessy duets are sold with plenty 
of vigor in the w.k. strawhat-and- 
cane style for top reception. 

Billy Gray and the duo merge 
for an opening bit in a French cafe 
without ever really beginning to 
register. Their finale is a lesson 
in ballet in which the three cavort 
with chatter and lyrics. A takeoff 
on the Jack Cole dancers gets 
ridiculous, over accented oriental 
motions, eventually winding up 
with everybody aboard for Cole in- 
terpretation that’s charged with 
visual humor. 

Gray's package can turn out to be 
a good unit with some remodelling 
here and there. Perhaps shorter 
periods of comedy scattered 
throughout would be better than 
the two particularly long sessions. 

Cheerleaders never really get a 
chance to show their wares. “Back 
in Your Own Backyard” has plenty 
of action for their initial shot.. A 
carefully balanced “Be Anything” 
without accompaniment rates nice 
attention. Done in small spot, the 
three ip to and two gals huddle on 
a piano bench and concentrate on 
intricate phrasing. “Sugar Blues” 
is closer. 

Cheerleaders are also used to in- 
tro ballet sequence after Starlets 


with four dancers in white and 
four in red. 
show with 


“Golden gs” in 





tent than before. While previously 


have danced a serious toe number 
The line open this 
Gypsy costume with tamborines. A 


raceful tempo to vocal by Mary 
Marshall opens up midway into an 


Versailles, N. Y. 
Edith Piaf & Co. (9); buicsle 
Pettit and Panchito orchs; $5 mini- 
mum. 





On her fifth return to Nick & 
Arnold’s click East 50th St. nitery 
—her first date in two seasons be- 
cause of an ABC (Paris) legit re- 
vue—Edith Piaf has gone from 
about $1,750 to over $6,000 a week. 
Her pyramiding impact warrants it. 
Vet bonifaces that Nick Prounis 
and Arnold Rossfield are, and fur- 
ther attested to by the vet maitre 
d’ Robert, the lodestone in a per- 
sonality like “la petite mome’— 
the little waif, or the little spar- | 
row as she has been sentimentally 
Gallic-aggrandized— is money in|} 
the bank. 

Whatever the chemistry of her | 





appeal, it is apparently interna- | 
tional and transcends language | 
boundaries. She proved it when 


(the late) Clifford C. Fischer first | 


brought her over, when she didn’t 
parle any Anglais at all, and in- 
sured that with the succeeding 
years as she rehearsed her little 
English speechlets which set the 
themes and motifs for her charac- 
teristic songs. (Opening night wit- 
nessed a pleasant little Franco-An- 
glais debacle, as she forgot the re- 
hearsed English ad libs, and 
mumbled the French original in or- 
der to orient her thinking; an in- 


} 
i 


because any national appreciates 
an effort to try and speak a foreign 
tongue, no matter how distorted). 
Miss Piaf could sing in Braille, 
apparently, because her is an ar- 
resting style as she chirps her stuff 
in that wide-eyed, plain  black- 
dressed style. She is a shade less 
severe, with a lighter auburn hair 
but the style is the same and, in 
truth, seemingly more palatable to 
the Francophile American clientele 
than on her own home-grounds. 
(Caught early this season at Le 
Drap d’Or, plus Champs-Elysees 
nitery, here b.o. was by no means 
as boffo there as in Gotham.) 
Backed by a femme choral octet, 
and with Robert Chavignay as 
special accompanist, her repertoire 
comprises “La Fete Continuee,” 
“Hate Sundays,” “Jezebel” (an 
American pop for some reason 
very popular in Gallic chantoosie 
circles), the now standard “Pa- 
dam,” “L’Accordioniste,” “St. 
Peter,” and inevitably her trade- 
mark song, and “La Vie en Rose,” 
and others. 

Miss Piaf is canny in her selec- 
tions which are melodic and have 
basic aural appeal which, not even 
lack of lyric savvy can defeat. This 
factor, coupled with her neo-tragic 
romantic song techniques, interpret 
into big audience values. 
Otherwise, Emile Petti, past 
master in the nitery league among 
maestros, does his stuff to good re- 
sults alternating with Panchito’s 
oe equally tiptop for the 
erps. 

It should be added that the cur- 
rent engagement is not without its 
romantic fillip because of the star’s 
marriage on Saturday (20) to 
French songwriter-singer Jacques 
Peals, ne Pils (& Tabet) who is 
chirping at the competitive La Vie 
en Rose nitery. A morning mar- 
riage and a noon reception at the 
Versailles, where best man-boni- 
face Nicholas D. Prounis (Nick & 
Arnold) hosted along with Marlene 
Dietrich, who was the bridesmaid. 
Miss Piaf and her groom will 
probably spend their honeymoon 
shuttling between the Versailles 
and La Vie. « Abel. 


Cafe Society, N. Y. 

Bob Savage, Betty Lou Barto, 
Erskine Butterfield, George James 
Orch; $3.50 minimum, 








The new administration at Cafe 
Society Downtown is going after 
new sounds in a big way. It’s at- 
tempting to make this spot one 
that will launch the customers on 
the thrill of discovery. 

With Bob Savage there’s a tre- 
mendous chance that discophiles 
may beat a path to that place. He 
cuts a figure that will appeal to 
women and his pipes are such that 
he can arouse a top reaction from 
customers. At his opening night, 
he enticed Sophie Tucker to come 
to the spot. She has taken an in- 
terest in this chap for some time. 


the room and he sings well. 


hit his maximum. 


Ray and Billy Eckstine influences 


tures of each and combined them 
The results are highly effective 


the right touch of levity. 





exciting high-kicking terp. Mark, 


| **Models,” treats of girls who came 


|more important, isn’t too enter- 


cident that might stay in the book | 


Savage is a towering citizen who 
makes a deep physical impact in 
How- 
ever, this Capitol recorder must 
learn to change his pace if he’s to 
: He treats every 
number with extreme dramatics. A 
few lighter numbers to brighter 
up his vocal landscape would make 
for a more interesting floor ses- 


sion. 
Withal, he holds the customers 
with a voice that shows Johnnie 


He’s taken the most thespic fea- 


but efficacy can be increased with 


Other major performer on this 
bill is Betty Lou Barto, daughter 


of Dewey Barto (& Mann), who 
formerly topped the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, and 
she’s a sister of Nancy Walker, 
musicomedy comedienne. Miss 
Barto is.a durable type of perform- 
er who Gan go over with any audi- 
ence. She’s a diminutive singer 
with a comparatively large voice. 
She’s well schooled in performing 
techniques and has sufficient per- 
sonality to have audiences stay 
with her. 

Miss Barto works mainly with 
standards and she goes over well. 
Her major cpus, however, was in 
bad taste. The number, entitled 


into prominence in the Jelke case. 
It’s libelous on that profession, but 


taining inasmuch as it’s not in 
keeping with Miss Barto’s essential 
freshness, and it’s a humorless 
treatment of that subject. 

A new lull entertainer is Erskine 
Butterfield who wraps up his audi- 
ence both at the ivories and vocal- 
ly. The George James orch show- 
backs efficiently. Jose, 


Continental, Montreal 

Montreal, Sept. 20. 
Josephine Premice, Sis & Sonny 
Arthurs, Carmencita Garcia, Leon 
Lachance, Laurel D’Arce Dancers 
(7), Johnny Di Mario Orch (5); 
85c admission. 





The Josephine Premice  cur- 
rently on view at the Continentai 
Cafe is a far cry from the gal who 
appeared here several years ago 
as a hoofer with the Josh White 
revue. Since that time, this tal- 
ented Haitian has switched to sing- 
ing, assembled a socko collections 
of Parisian gowns, groomed a neat 
songalog, and with the backing of 
drummer Luis Martinez offers a 
package that means sure returns 
to any cafe operator. 


Miss Premice is playing the Con- 
tinental for the first time and this 
move out of the uptown show belt 
has done little to affect her popu- 
larity. On night caught, she drew 
a mixed audience giving her a 
chance to exploit both her French 
and English numbers to best ad- 
vantage. Much of material offered 
has been heard on previous visits 
to other boites, but gal has trimmed 
and sharpened most items. Pres- 
ent show is more professional and 
chantootsie wisely avoids the per- 
sonal asides to ringsiders that did 
nothing but prolong and break pac- 
ing of other appearances. 
Surrounding the Premice stint 
is a varied collection of acts that 
do little more than fill in time. 
Best of the group are Sis & Sonny 
Arthurs whose rough and tumble 
ballroom terping picks up a good 
reception. Carmencita Garcia wig- 
gles through a set of Spanish- 
Mexican routines that are active 
and noisy but hardly out of the 
average groove. A rather dis- 
traught pony line manages to get 
through its dances and Leon La- 
chance, the perennial emcee, re- 
tains his usual enthusiasm. Johnny 
Di Mario’s orch does show and 
dance music ably. Newt. 


Statler Hotel, N. Y. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (16) with 
Sandy Evans, Eleanor Russell; 
$1.50, $2 covers. 








Reopening for the fall-winter 
season, the Statler Hotel is again 
resuming its top name band policy 
for the Cafe Rouge, which draws 
fairly consistent business from the 
transient clientele stopping at this 
hostelry. Kickoff spot this year has 
been given to Jimmy Dorsey who 
capably handles this assignment 
with his young crew of musicians 
and vocalists. 
Dorsey’s orch has the right kind 
of beat and style for hotel rooms. 
Comprising a standard aggregation 
of six reed, seven brass and three 
on rhythm, this band plays a 
straight and solid brand of dance 
music that’s varied enough without 
getting too tricky for the one-step- 
ping customers. It’s a melodic com- 
bination with Dorsey’s sax and 
clarinet showcased in reedy ar- 
rangements on the ballads and a 
good brass section for the rhythm 
numbers. 

The band’s book is wide, cover- 
ing the current topsellers and the 
standard library. For the dinner 
sets, Dorsey mutes the sound vol- 
ume in sweet style but opens up 
with hep swing stuff in the late 
hours. rsey features a small 
Dixieland combo, recruited from 
the sidemen, which generates a 


in the standard two-beat groove. 


. 


rhythm numbers 


considerable amount of* excitement 


Among the chief assets of the 
current Dorsey organization are 
his two vocalists, Sandy Evans and 
Eleanor Russell. Evans has~a first- 
rate crooning style and handles 
the ballads for the most part. Miss 
Russell, a pert looker, has a sharp 
set of pipes and projects ballads, 
and novelties 


Hotel Pierre, N. Y.- 

(COTILLION ROOM) 
Morton Downey with Carmen 
Mastren 3; Stanley Melba an 
Chico Relli orchs; $1.50 and $ 
cover. 





Morton Downey gives the Cotil- 
lion Room of the Hotel Pierre 
quite a bounce. The hep Hibernian 
knows how to leaven the tradi- 
tional “Irish tenor” stuff with a 
zingy change of pacing in his 
pacing of pops past and present 
and the end-result is a highly 
pleasing pianology songalog. 
Downey is no come-lately but 
he maintains the effervescence of 
youth and excitement at the Stein- 
way that is a far cry from his Paul 
Whiteman S.S. Leviathan Orches- 
tra days when he sat in with the 
band as a _ pseudo-banjoist and 
proved a “surprise” top tenor. 
Downey has traversed a full and 
rich road that is by no means lim- 
ited to his more obvious prcfes- 
sional pursuits. He has parlayed 
his Coca-Cola holdings into per- 
sonal financial independence, and 
he also has a few things running 
for him, with his Stork Club bud- 
dies Sherman Billingsley, Steve 
Hannagan and Arthur Godfrey, 
such as Sortilege, that insures the 
groceries. 

But Downey has been unique as 
a singing commercial of special 
calibre, both for personal profes- 
sional pursuits, and as a living 
trailer for Coke. He manages te 
keep the trademark and, more 
often, the actual commodity in the 
spotlight, be it in-person, on AM 
or on TV, and probably inspired 
another colleague, Phil Regan, to 
ditto for Anheuser-Busch beer 
brand. 

Downey has pyramided his per- 
sonality following for good b.o. re- 
sults in the slick saloons, and 
trilled himself into an effective 
single in almost any medium. 


Stanley Melba, maestro-entre- 
preneur of the Pierre, has succeed- 
ed in swaying the balance in favor 
of more robust (meaning larger 
budgeted) names for the Cotillion 
Room, and has been succeeding 
the past two or three seasons with 
Hildegarde, the DeMarcos, Mimi 
Benzell, Yma Sumac and the like. 
Besides emceeing the proceedings, 
Melba’s band is the No. 1 dansapa- 
tion outfit, with Chico Relli back 
for the relief Latin emmey 4 
el. 


Biltmore Hotel. L. A. 
(BILTMORE BOWL) 

Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Noonan & Marshall, The Rudells 
(3), Bill Finch, Dorothy Dorben 
Adorables (10) with Marjorie 
Baker and Jack Tygett; Hal Der- 
win Orch (12); $1, $1.50 cover. 





With the summer tourists head- 
ing for home, boniface Joe Faber 
is again concentrating on laugh- 
and-action-packed layouts that will 
keep the regulars coming. -First of 
the fall season looks like a winner 
with local boys Noonan & Marshall 
making good as headliners to give 
the 60-minute bill a fun finale. 
Boys have been getting better 
each time they’ve returned home 
after treks around the country and 
this trip is no exception. They’ve 
still got the Chef Alberni bit for 
the closer, but it’s been sharpened, 
as has the nitery deejay routine, 
and some of the newer material 
evokes constant guffaws, notably 
the British film-making skit. They 
work with ease and polish to earn 
their begoff. 

The Rudells, who come back to 
town all too seldom, are still tops 
on the trampoline with a clever 
mixture of gag and legit acroantics 
that sustains peak interest. Their 
stuff has long been the standard 
for acts of this kind and they con- 
tinue to please, building deftly to 
the bowff after a thrilling back- 
ward somersault through a hoop 
while rope-jumping. 

Opener is Bill Finch, a dexter- 
ous young man with a baton who 
adds some dance stuff to his twirl- 
ing to heighten the effect. It’s 
good, particularly the use of lighted 
batons on a darkened stage, but a 
little too repetitious. 

Dorothy Dorben Adorables have 
two good routines and one that’s 
below standard in this layout. The 
Hal Derwin orch continues to pro- 
vide effective backing and terp 
music. Kap. 





Hampton’s Seattle 3 
Seattle, Sept. 23. 

The Palomar, Sterling circuit’s 
off-and-on vaudfilmer here, has set 
Lionel Hampton’s orch for three- 
day stand, Oct. 3-5. Split week is 
experiment, with belief that band 
will pull better at the b.o. than in 
a full-week stint. 

Following, house has set Royal 
Hawaiian Serenaders and Merry 
Macs to headline bill for week be- 








with a bright bounce attack. 
Herm. 


ginning Oct. 6. 
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See U.S. Symphs’ Future in Small Units 
Of 40-45; LPs, Radio Hypo Audiences 





The future of symphony orches- + 


tras in America, it’s claimed, lies | 
in ensembles of 40 to 45 men, not | 
in the usual big 90 to 100 setups. | 
Most critics, according to Thomas | 
Scherman, can’t support a 90-piece | 
orch (with exception of metropoli- | 
tan centres like N.Y. and Boston), | 
but can stand an ensemble of 45. | 

Scherman is founder-conductor | 
of the Little Orchestra Society, | 
which: begins its sixth season in| 
N.Y. next month. He sees the} 
smaller symph growing, all around | 
the country. Several cities which | 
have fullsized symphs, now have | 
new small orchestras too. “There's | 
s0 much wider an audience for the 
small orchestra the past 10 years, 
and more particularly in the last | 
three years,” says Scherman,}| 
“thanks to radio and recordings, | 
and especially to the growth of | 
LPs.” } 

Scherman, who is son of Harry | 
Scherman, Book-of-the-Month Club | 
founder, organized his orchestra | 
six years ago, in order to present | 
seldom-heard classical music and | 
new, modern works. Orch, com- 
posed mainly of young players, | 
numbers 40. All are at full scale, | 
same as the big symphs, with the | 
men, however, hired on a single- 
engagement basis. 

Orch has made a definite dent in 
the N.Y. music scene already. It’s 
the only permanent small symph in 
N.Y. (There are a couple of other | 
ensembles gotten together each 
season for one or two concerts, but 
these are pickup orchs.) The full- 
size N.Y. Philharmonic is the only 
other Gotham symph giving more 
performances. (The NBC Sym- 
phony plays very few public dates 
other than its radio sked, and the 
al fresco Lewisohn Stadium Or- 
chestra consists mainly of N. Y. 
Philharmonic men.) 

85-Concert Sked 

Orch will give about 85 concerts 
this season. It will present 55 in 
N.Y. from October to March, and 
the balance on tour. It has a sub- 
scription series of eight concerts in 
Town Hall, eight public dress re- 
hearsals for pay at Hunter College, 
and children’s concerts in N. Y., 
Westchester, Stamford and New 
Jersey spots. In March it will begin 
its second annual tour, covering 
eight states (Pennsylvania and the 
south), doing six concerts a week 
for four weeks. 

In addition to the regular Town 
Hall series, orch will move into 
Carnegie Hall this year for the first 
time, for three concerts. If success- 
ful, it will do six there next season. 

Orch is on Decca’s list for the 
second year, having been with Co- 
lumbia previously. Its Decca disks 
have been more or less film music, 
its albums including Aaron Cop- 
Jand’s “Red Pony” and “Our Town” 
and Virgil Thomson’s “Louisiana 
Story” and “Plough That Broke 
The Plains” scores. Orch has re- 
corded its first opera for Decca, in 
Rachmaninoff’s “Miserly Night,” 
with Cesare Siepi. 


Non-Profit Setup 


Orch is non-profit. Although its 
Town Hall series (its mainstay) has 
been SRO since the start, it has 
had a steady deficit (despite tour 
and recordings), due to the hall’s 
small (1,500) seating capatity. Defi- 
cits, however, have decreased each 
year, and a promulgated TV series 
may put the orch in the black. Pri- 
vate contributions have helped it 
thus far. 

Group has specialized in operas 
in concert form, which hadn’+been 
done in N. Y. since the early Leo- 
pold Stokowski-Philadelphia Or- 
chestra days, and which practice 
the N. Y. Philharmonic’s Dimitri 
Mitropoulos has since picked up 
from Scherman. 

Orch opens its °52-'53 season at 
Town Hali Oct. 13, presenting the 
N. Y. premiere of Mozart's opera. 
“La Clemenza di Tito,” in concert 
form. 


Several new works, some 
U. S. premieres, and some N. Y. 
“firsts” are skedded this year. 


Name artists like Rudolf Serkin 
and Isaac Stern and many others 
fill a lengthy guest artist list. 


Longhair Shorts 


Leonard Warren, Met Opera 
baritone, established an annual 
scholarship for young singers .. . 
Roberto Turrini, Italian tenor, flew 
in from Brazil for first U. S. ap- 
pearance, debuting in tomorrow’s 





| Series, 





ja “Aida” at City Center, 


Hartford’s Bushnell Aud. 
To Sked Legit Musicals 


Hartford, Sept. 23. 

Extensive musical program has 
been set up for the Bushnell Me- 
morial this season. As last year, 
the house will be void of straight 
legit attractions because of the com- 
petition of the New Parsons here. 
Latter house opened its second sea- 
son Thursday (18) with “Mr. Rob- 
erts.” In past year Bushnell pre- 
sented six to eight plays a season. 

First offering of the 3,000-seater 
Bushnell will be “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes,” pencilled in for three 
shows Oct. 10-11. Other musicals 
may be booked during the season. 
New Parsons, which is handicapped 
for musical productions, may show 
one or two this semester. 
enlarged its pit and made _ back- 


stage enlargements to accomno-| 


date musicals. 

















It has! 


Other offerings of the Bushnell | 


include the Bushnell Symphony 
Series, Aaron Richmond Celebrity 


necticut Opera Assn. 


‘Macbeth’ Stage Reading 
Seen Lacking as Drama; 





Action, Costume Missed 


Presented by the White Barn 
Theatre at Westport, Conn., Sept. 
14, the concert reading of “Mac- 
beth,” devised and arranged by 
Staats Cotsworth, who also played 
the title role, lacked two basic re- 
quirements for successful dramatic 
readings: the right play and top- 
notch voices to carry it. 

While Shaw’s “Don Juan” is 
conversation and _ needs iittle 
physical movement, “Macbeth” is 
packed with action. “Reading” a 
due! doesn’t seem to jell with audi- 
ence, nor do grimaces of evening- 
gowned witches, or Lady Macbeth 
clutching a bound script for a 
candle in the sleep-walking scene. 

With an announcer, background 
music, reading stands and fancy 
dress, seeing this presentation 
comes close to .watching a radio 
broadcast, and since the latter is 
free, it is hard to see any com- 
mercial value in such a reading. 

Pace seemed slow, and misread- 
ings and mispronunciations did not 
help for clarity. Staats Cotsworth 
interpreted Macbeth as a cruel, 
snarling tyrant his “tomorrow”’ 
soliloquy brought a welcome re- 
straint. Muriel Kirkland was a 
strident, one-noted Lady Macbeth, 
Horace Braham’s Macduff soft and 
frequently inaudible. In contrast 
to these, Paul McGrath’s warmly 
human Banquo was quietly effec- 
tive. Abby Lewis as a witch and 
Robert Dryden as the porter were 
better to hear than te see.-Other 
contributions by the large cast 
ranged from adequate to annoy- 
ing. 

General effect was not helped 
much by offstage tomtoms, and 
lighting of Macbeth alternately in 
yellow and red. Vene. 


Ratoff to Direct For 
Skulnik ‘Business’ Bow 


Gregory Ratoff has signed to di- 
rect “Business Is Business,” George 
Kondolf’s production of a comedy 
by Sylvia Regan, with Yiddish star 
Menasha Skulnik making his debut 
on the English speaking stage. 
Samuel Leve will design the scen- 
ery and lighting. 

With another male star due to 
be signed this week or next, the 
play is slated to go into rehearsal 
end of October. 


Philharmonic Members In 








Carnegie ‘Pop’ Concerts| 


Members of the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic will give a series of “pop” 
concerts at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
Oct. 1-3-4, under baton of Charles 
Paui. Violinist Ruggerio Ricci will 
be soloist for the Oct. 3-4 con- 
certs, and contralto Margaret Roy 
for the Oct. 1 event. Ricci will 
preem Joaquin Rodrigo’s “Concert 
D’Ete” at his appearances. 

Various charities are slated to 
share in some of the proceeds. 
Daniel Rybb, Philharmonic double- 
bass member, is helping set up the 
concerts. 


and operas by the Con-! 





STEPHEN DOUGLASS 
As Billy Bigelow in “Carousel” 
Paper Mill Playhouse, Milburn, N. J. 
Personal Representative 
Jane Deacy 


Ist teats Quartet Sock 
Again in ‘Juan’ Disking 
Of Col Long-Play Set 


Bernard Shaw’s “Don Juan 








in 


Hell,” which was the surprise hit | 


of last year’s legit season in the 
First Drama Quartet (Charles 
Laughton, Charles Boyer, Cedric 


Hardwicke, Agnes Moorehead) 
presentation, is just as brilliant a | 


tour-de-force in Columbia Records’ 
waxing of the event. The two LP- 
disk album is a novelty, if only be- 
cause it’s the first recording of a 
Shaw work. It’s also an exciting 
recording, with a good deal of the 
drama, passion and interest of the 
legit presentation. 

Shaw’s warm, witty, if overlong 
dissertation on war, women, piety, 
morals and human nature in gen- 
eral comes off rather well on 
disks, even if some of the theatri- 
cal quality from the quartet’s live 
readings is absent. Miss Moore- 
head’s enunciation and delivery are 
finest, in a clear, luminous reading. 
Boyer is a little indistinct occa- 
sionally because of accent; Hard- 
wicke’s voice is a little thin, and 
Laughton’s too soft. But in the 
main, the experience and artistry 
of this vet stage quartet comes 
through for sock impact, and a 
high-grade novelty recording. 

Bron. 


Evans, Ex-Columbia Mgt. 
Prez, Signs With NCAC 


In one of the major switches of 
the concert business, Lawrence 
Evans, former prez of Columbia 
Artists Mgt. and one of the or- 
ganization’s tounders, has joined 
its chief rival, National Concert 
& Artists Corp. 


Evans, who was with Columbia 
for 22 years, left it about a year 
ago, due to illness as well as dis- 
agreement with other top Colum- 
bia brass. He’s largely been resting 
in Florida since. At Columbia, he 
personally handled James Melton, 
Yehudi Menuhin, Lawrence Tib- 
bett and many other artists. 


At NCAC, Evans won’t assume 
charge of any talent already with 
the bureau, but plans to bring in 
his own artists in his capacity as 
personal concert manager. 


Music Tent Prepped For 
Hub’s North Shore in ’53 


Boston, Sept. 23. 

Although the local strawhat sea- 
son is now in mothballs, Lee Falk, 
operator of the Boston Summer 
Theatre and County Playhouse, 
Framingham, is already planning 
for next season. He announced in- 
tentions of building an elaborate 
music tent in Beverly next spring. 
Spot will be tabbed the North 
Shore Music Tent, with a seating 
capucity of 1,200 and parking space 
for 909 cars. Falk has earmarked 
$75,000 for the project. 

Despite the fact that the music 
centre will be in neighborhood of 
Marblehead, where strawhat pro- 
ductions have been presented for 
13 years, Falk figures that like the 
South Shore, where both the Cape 
Playhouse and Music Circus in Hy- 
annis flourish, the North Shore can 
also support two organizations. 


Margaret Hartigan, formerly 
with RCA Victor, N. Y., handling 
longhair disk promotion, now with 
Murial Francis publicity office. 














Wednesday, September 24, 1952 


* : * 
Inside Stuff—Legit 
Backers of “In Any Language,” the Jule Styne-George Abbott pro. 
'ductions of a comedy by Edmund Béloin and Henry Garson, with Uta 


Hagen as star, include Burwell M. Abbott, brother of the co-producer 
$2,400; Abbott himself, $1,200; co-author Beloin $600; his son, John 


aD 





Hayden Beloin, $1,200; his wife, Lynn, $600; Abbott's daugh. 
ter and casting director, Judith Ann Clark, $6,000; attorney 
Edward E. Colton, $600; theatre owner Howard S. Cullman, 


$6,000; actress Olga Druce, $600; producer-theatre owner Anthony B, 
Farrell, $2,400; Carl Fisher, company manager of the show, $2,400: 
Liza Garson, wife of the co-author, $600; Mrs. Michael Goldreyer, wife 
of the company manager of “Pal Joey,” $600; souvenir program agent 
Al Greenstone, $1,200; Abbott's sister, Mrs. Isabel Juergens, $2,499. 
Abbott’s secretary, Celia Linder, representing the producer, $2,400: 
Mrs. Howard Reinheimer, wife of the attorney, representing her sons. 
Kurt and Peter, $500 each; composer-producer Richard Rodgers, $1,200. 
and producer Elaine Perry, $600. The show capitalized at $60,000, 
with provision for 20% -overcall. . 








Although he’s a prolific investor in the theatre, Meyer Davis seldom 
reads a script. Instead, he believes in stringing along with top pro. 
ducers and authors. “The public verdict may disagree entirely with 
| one’s own opinion,” he explains, “and it is impossible to forecast ac. 
| curately the success or failure of a theatrical venture. Several scripts 
'I read last season and didn’t like, and refused to invest in, turned out 
| to be big successes. ‘Moon Is Blue’ is one; ‘The Shrike’ another. I do 
| not mean that an investor should gamble his money willy-nilly. But 
if he sticks pretty generafly to competent and reputable producers and 
| good authors his chances are better than average.” 

The orchestra leader’s record—over the last four years, excluding 

the coming season—comprises investment in 48 productions of wihch 1] 
| were money-makers, fiye just about broke even, 16 partially paid off and 
|16 were total losses. Davis invests on his own and as head of a syn- 
dicate of friends. He has produced .several shows, though none in the 
last few seasons. The new season plays in which Davis has thus far 
| invested include “Climate of Eden,” “Deep Blue Sea,” “Two's Come 
pany,” “Time of the Cuckoo,” “I’ve Got Sixpence,” “Those Familiar 
| Spirits” and “Be Your Age.’ 








Elihu Glass, managing director of the Court Square Theatre, Spring. 
| field, Mass., though admitting that a large number of pencilled book- 
ings haven’t materialized, says his house isn’t being sluffed off. The 
United Booking Office, he writes, has done everything it could to get 
him shows, The real problem, says Glass, is lack of enough first-class 
shows to fill the needs of road theatres like the Court Square. “And 
this is a pity,” he writés, “because people break down doors and pay 
$3.60 or $4.20 to see fine actors on the stage. They wouldn't pay 50¢ 
, to see them in films. Everybody knows this.” ‘ 





Leland Hayward, who returned 
last week from a European vaca- 
tion, is now sporting a mustache 
and a crew haircut, the latter re- 
placing the Yul Brynner-type semi- 
shave job he had last summer... 
George Rochford, whose reported 
differences with J. J. Shubert 
created a situation last week 
in which the ticket sale was sty- 
mied for “Fourposter” at the 
Blackstone, Chicago, is local head 
of the treasurers union, besides 
being boxoffice man at the theatre 
and co-owner (with the Shuberts) 
of the house .. . The Long Island 
R. R. will inaugurate a special ex- 
cursion rate Oct. 6 for patrons of 
early-curtain Broadway shows on 
Monday nights. 


Murray Hamilton, who was co- 
starred in the second touring com- 
pany of “Moon Is Blue’”’ last sea- 
son and subbed in the Broadway 
troupe during Barry Nelson’s re- 
cent vacation, has taken over the 
same part in the Coast edition, 
succeeding Scott Brady . . . Shaw’s 
“In Good King Charles’ Golden 
Days,” never produced in New 
York, may be done this season 
with Brian Aherne and Cedric 
Hardwicke as leads ... Herbert 
Kenwith, who spends his summers 
as operator of the Princeton Sum- 





week with Mae West to cast sev- 
eral male parts in “Sextette,” the 
Frances Hope play which the star 
has revised and Alexander Ince 
| will bring to Broadway in January. 
| Elaine Perry confirmed last 
| week the Variety report of several 
| weeks ago that she will debut as a 
Broadway producer with the pres- 
entation of William McDowell 
Stucky’s “Preacher Boy” . . . Frank 
Loesser has agreed to supply the 
songs for the musical version of 
“Ninotchka,” for which George S. 
Kaufman and Leueen MacGrath 
(Mrs, Kaufman) are adapting the 
book, for production by Ernest H. 
Martin and Cy Feuer... Anna- 
mary Dickey is now standing by 
for Constance Carpenter as femme 
lead of “King and I,” which pre- 
sumably means Miss Carpenter is 
| now set to continue indefinitely in 
the part (and that Yul Brynner 
will presently be upped to star 

billing as male lead). 
Roger L. Stevens, William 
Cronyn have 


| Fields and Hume 
dropped their option on “Jezebel’s 
Husband,” the Robert Nathan play 
they tried out on the citronella cir- 
cuit last summer with Claude 
Rains as star... Gordon Pollack 
and Don Hershey plan to bring 
“Season with Ginger,” by Ronald 
Alexander, to Broadway in mid- 
winter. Shepard Traube will direct 
and Melvyn Douglas, who starred 
in the play’s haymow tryout tour, 
will be in it... Katharine Cornell 
ended her summer vacation at 
Vineyard Haven, Martha’s Vine- 
yard, to attend the tryout preem 
Monday night (22) of “Bernardine” 





mer Theatre, left for the Coast last | 





Legit Bits 


in Boston. Her husband, Guthrie 
McClintic, is director-producer of 
the Mary Chase play. Miss Cornell 
started rehearsals yesterday (Tues.) 
for her tour in “Constant Wife.” 


Bruce Becker, production assis- 
tant to Joshua Logan, vacationing 
in Canada with his actress-wife, 
Honey Waldman .. . Legit actress 
Patricia Jenkins playing the in- 
genue lead next week in the WOR- 
TV full-length video edition of 


Somerset Maugham’s “Theatre,” 
starring Kay Francis . . . Sam 
Stratton is manager, Nathaniel 


Shilkret is musical director and 
Les Appleby pressagent for Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner’s tour in “Paris 
90” . .. Morris K. Bauer will be 
partnered with Alexander UH. 
Cohen and Joseph Kipness in the 
presentation of “Be Your Age,” for 
which Phil Adler will be general 
manager ... Samuel Liff will be 
of. manager for “My Darlin’ 
ida. 


Loring Smith leaving N. Y. for 
Hollywood this weekend for four 
weeks of film-making in Metro's 
The Clown.” Then he returns for 
the legiter, “Be Your Age.” ... 
Pressagent Bob Hector back in 
N.Y. last Friday (19) from a six- 
week trip to Sweden. 


» Robert Joseph’s production of 
My Darlin’ Aida” is capitalized at 
$225,000, plus $34,000 in bonds, 
the latter supplied by the producer 
and theatrical textile executive 
Joseph Maharam. The venture will 
have 40 backers who will invest 
amounts of from $20,000 to $500 
- - Depending on whether the Act- 
ors Equity council would okay an 
extra week of rehearsal, “Buttrio 
Square” is now slated to open cold 


|On Broadway either Oct. 2 or a 


week later. After various financial 
complications the tryout tour was 
cancelled ..Because Robert Mor- 
ley has finally nixed a trip to the 
U.S. this season, John C. Wilson's 
proposed Broadway presentation 
of the London hit, “Little Hut.” is 
indefinitely postponed. 

Jill Kraft back in New York yes- 
terday (Tues.) from three months 
in Europe. In Rome she dubbed th 
new. Rossellini-Bergman film, and 
two Bernard Vorhaus productions. 
She'll resume as Audrey Hepburns 
understudy in “Gigi” next month. 

Julia Victor is stage manager © 
“The Gambler”...Playwright Wil- 
liam: Berney is pubiicity rep for 
duPont’s “Cavalcade of America 
tele series on DuMont. He has 4 
new legit script in mind, but has 
put is aside for the present... 
Film producer David ©. Selznick, 
who made “Gone with the Wind, 
has optioned the  legit-film-tele 
rights to the Margaret Mitchell 
novel and plans to do it as a_stage 
musical two years hence... .Heles 
Jacobson, rather than Whitfie 
Cook, will be associated with Len 
uel Ayers in the production of %; 
Richard Nash’s “See the Jaguar 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Ballet Theatre Sees Boff N.Y.Run 
With Guest Stars; Longest Tour Set 


Ballet Theatre, which has had+ 


some strange incarnations lately as 
a filmhouse, al fresco stadium and 
nitery attraction, will revert to 
more familiar status as it opens its 
14th season with a three-week run 
at the Met Opera House, N., Y., to- 
morrow night (Thurs.). 

Season shapes up as troupe's 


most provocative and successful. | With Wooster students as’ regular 
Company is set this season for its | cast, will also mark the 25th anni 
; with over 90 cities | Of Kappa Theta Gamma, local col- 


yngest tour, 
sy U. S. and Canada already 
inked, and total likely to hit 100. 

New York engagement 
aroused unusual interest. Aavance 
on the season is double that of 
last year with over $50,900 already 
in the till. 

Regular roster, headed by stars 
Alicia Alonso, Igor Youskevitch, 
Marv Ellen Moylan and John Kriza, 
is being augmented by guest art- 
ists. Alicia Markova, one of the 
world’s top ballerinas, and last 
with the company in 1946, will be 
back for six appearances. Tatiana 
Riabouchinska, one of the three 
famed “baby balierinas” of the late 
20s (others were Irina Baronova 
and Tamara Toumanova), will 
dance twice, each time in “Gradu- 
ation Ball,’ which her husband, 
David Lichine, has restaged for 
Ballet Theatre. 

Other guests will include Harold 
Lang (now playing male lead in the 
Broadway legiter, “Pal Joey”), 
who'll appear in his old haunts 
Sept. 28 in “Fancy Free” and Oct. 5 
in “Graduation Ball;’” Muriel Bent- 
ley, returning to the troupe for 
two evenings, and Anna Cheselka 
coming back as regular member. 
Gemze de Lappe, dance lead in 
last season’s “Paint Your Wagon,” 
has also joined the troupe as regu- 
lar soloist. " 

Top this year will be $4 (as 
against last season’s $3.60) with 
opening night at $6. This year, for 
the first time, ducats will be tax- 
free, with troupe gaining the bene- 
fit of the tax saving. 

Two new ballets are skedded 
during the Met engagement, in 
addition to the “Graduation Ball’’ 
revival. These are Agnes de Mille’s 
“Harvest According,” to a score by 
Virgil Thomson and sets and cos- 
tumes by Lemuel Ayers, and “Trip- 
tych,” by Edward Caton, the 
troupe's ballet master, to musi¢ by 
Brahms. 

Troupe will also offer an Ameri- 
can Composers. Night Oct. 9. Mor- 
ton Gould has been invited to con- 
duct for “Interplay;” Aaron Cop- 
land for “Billy the Kid;” Virgil 
Thomson for “Harvest According,” 
= Leonard Bernstein for “Fancy 

ree.” 

Joseph Levine is regular con- 
ductor, with Franz Allers as guest 
maestro. 


‘Porgy’ Holds Sock Pace 
In Berlin; Stars Score 
In Concert Recitals 


Berlin, Sept. 23. 


Continuing in the same groove 
of its smash Vienna opening two 
weeks ago, “Porgy and _ Bess” 
opened in Berlin last week (16) to 
rave notices, The troupe, headed 
by William Warfield, Leontyne 
Price and Cab Calloway, were 
given 21 curtain calls. Warfield 
was hailed in a manner that a Ber- 
lin audience reserves for its clas- 
sical opera stars. 

Dr. Lothar Band, music critic of 
Der Abend, said, “Never before 
has one encountered such a style 
in Berlin,” and Prof. H. H. Stuek- 
enschmidt, of Die Neue Zeitung, 
called “Porgy” a “masterpiece.” 

Porgy,” under the sponsorship of 
the U. S. State Dept., heads to 
Paris and London from here. 

Porgy,” which was scheduled 
to close Saturday (27) in Berlin, 
is staying over for two extra per. 
formances Sunday (28), It’s also 
adding a special midnight perform- 
ance tonight (Tues.) for theatrical 
Professionals in Berlin. 

_ Smash success of “Porgy” here 
a emphasized by the personal 
ae of the show’s leads. William 

‘arfield, who plays Porgy, will 
oon & recital here next Tuesday 
+t ent (30), He did the same during 
fe a recent engagement in 
§ a. Helen gam who plays 


€rena, | 
night (29), giving a tal Monday 








| 


has | , - 
| graduating in 1926, and will be the 
| only pro, Equity guest in the play, 





Joe Boland to Guest With 


Wooster College in ‘Swan’ 


Wooster, O., Sept. 23. 
Joe Boland, Broadway legiter, 
will be guest star for four perform- 
ances of Molnar’s “The Swan” at 


Wooster College here Oct. 8-11.f 


Show, done for Homecoming Week, 


lege dramatic society. 
Boland, who'll be back on the 
campus for the first time since 


will take the role of Father Hya- 
cinth. (He’s appearing in N. Y. 
next Monday (29) on the Robert 
Montgomery TV = show),. W. C. 
Craig, head of the department of+ 
speech, will direct “The Swan.” 


Frisco Silo Group 





To Invade East: 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 

Straw Hat Theatre, local revue 
group that has been operating 
profitably for the last six years, is 
planning to invade the east next 
season with a silo circuit tour, pos- 
sibly followed by an engagement 
on Broadway, The outfit made its 
television debut Sept, 12 with an 
hour-long show originating here, 
and opened its fall season last 


Wednesday (17) at the Berkeley 
High Little Theatre. : 
Cooperative troupe, which is 


non-Equity but pays above union 
scale with extra coin to members 
who also write, direct, compose 
music, etc., includes 10 performers 
and one pianist, with one cast 
member doubling as second pian- 
ist. The staff includes a choreog- 
rapher, business manager, office 
secretary, promotion director, 
and part-time costume assistant. 
Company members double as set 
designer, costumer, props, publicity 
assistant, office assistant, etc. Mem- 
bers are officers of and share- 
holders in Straw Hat Theatre, Inc., 
the producing organization. 

For the last season, from June, 
1951, through Aug. 30 of this year, 
the troupe presented four original 
revues in eight engagements in 
five towns, Lafayette, Berkeley, 
Sacramento, Palo Alto and here. 
During this period it played 218 
performances, drawing a total at- 
tendance of 74,003 and grossing 
$107,320, generally at $1.50 top 
(occasionally $2) in houses seat- 
ing 600 or less. The schedule calls 
for performances Wednesday- 
through-Saturday nights (no mat- 
inees), 

The current show is titled “No 
Worse for Wear.” Present sched- 
ule calls for the company to play 
on the Coast through this winter 
and early spring, then head east. 
It has been offered break-in en- 
gagements late in the spring at 
the Palm Beach theatre operated 
by Philip Barry, Jr., and the one 
at Nassau, B. W. I., operated by 
Martin Manulis. Various bids are 
being weighed for a tour of the 
eastern barn circuit next summer, 
after which the tentative plan is 
to invade Broadway in the fall of 
1953. 


MCA Dickering Menotti 
Double-Bill Opera Tour 


Music Corp. of America, which 
has signed librettist - composer 
Gian-Carlo Menotti for all show 
biz media, is negotiating with legit 
producers Chandler Cowles and 
Alexander H. Cohen regarding a 
tour of two short Menotti operas, 
“Amahl and the Night Visitors” 
and “The Old Maid and the Thief.” 

Doublebill would be sent out as 
a concert rather than a legit at- 
traction, with two pianos assisting 
the cast, and playing colleges and 
clubs mainly, as a one-nighter. 

Preducers are alse interested 
in touring Menotti’s full-length 
opera, “The Consul,” which had a 
Broadway run. Composer would 
cast and stage his works, and his 
availability would dete e when 
the tours were made, David Hock- 
er, MCA’s casting director for 





Broadwey musicals, would assist in 





the easting, ape 


Dancer on a Bicycle 
Igor Youskevitch flew in to 
. Y. from London Monday 
(22), after 11 weeks of filming 
“Invitation to the Dance” with 
Gene Kelly, to go into rehears- 
ais yesterday (Tues.) for Bal- 
let Theatre’s N. Y. season, 
which opens tomorrow ‘(Thurs.). 
After only a day’s rest, the 
dancer rehearsed yesterday 
with Alicia Markova for their 
Friday night (26) appearance 
at the Met Opera House as 
leads in “Giselle,’* and this 
morning joins the general re- 
hearsals for tomorrow's open- 
er, when he'll also appear. 








Pro Group in Vancouver 


Preps $200,000 Theatre: 


Mulls Guest Star Plan 


Vancouver, Sept. 23. 

Totem Theatre, Canadian year- 
round professional legit group, is 
building its own theatre, to open 
next February. Non-Equity com- 
pany, nearly all of whose members 
make most of their income from 
radio, is now in its fourth year 
of profitable operation. Co-produc- 
ers hor Arngrim and Stuart 
Baker have raised $200,000 to 
finance the new building, which 
will seat 750. Their previous ven- 
ture was bankrolled with loans 
totalling $80,000, which they re- 
paid in 15 months. 


Outfit started in the summer of 
1948 as a strawhat, using an arena- 
type playhouse, with 378 seats on 
three sides of a 22-by-24 foot stage. 
Spot occupied one floor of an audi- 
torium building. Although the 
small house and low scale ($1.50 
top) limited the gross, the group 
operated in the black the initial 
summer, so it continued through 
the year, offering revivals of for- 
mer Broadway hits, mostly com- 
edies, 


Profits have been modest, but 
consistent until the summer of 
1951, when the shows were moved 
to a large outdoor arena and the 
net jumped to big proportions. 
Arngrim and Baker felt the quality 
of performance suffered in the al 
fresco spot, however, so _ they 
Stayed at their regular spot this 
last summer, 

The producers, who plan to seek 
an Equity franchise this season, 
hope ultimately to use occasional 
guest stars, figuring that they 
should be able to persuade Holly- 
woud names to make appearances 
there at reasonable fees. Mean- 
while, they are continuing active 
careers in radio and are getting 
into the television field. They re- 
cently returned from _ scouting 
trips to Toronto and New York 
in the latter connection. 


RUN-OF-PLAY PACT FOR 
CARPENTER IN ‘KING’ 


Constance Carpenter, who was 
understudy to Gertrude Lawrence 
in “King and I” and has been play- 
ing the femme lead since the star’s 
death recently, has been signed to 
a run-of-the-play contract by author- 
producers Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d. Deal is 
understood to call for $1,000 a 
week salary and gives either party 
the right of cancellation on eight 
weeks’ notice. Annamary Dickey 
has been engaged as standby for 
Miss Carpenter, who played her 
100th performance (including sub- 
stitutions when Miss Lawrence was 
ill) in the part last Saturday night 
(20) at the St. James, N. Y. 

Yul Brynner, top-featured male 
lead in the musical, is expected to 
be upped to star billing soon. 


Wren Staging 4 Shows For 


Duluth Little Theatre 


Duluth, Minn., Sept. 23. 

Sam Wren, who was director last 
summer at the Quarterdeck Thea- 
tre, Atlantic City, and Pleasant 
Milis (N. J.j Playhouse, is here to 
stage four productions, “First 
Lady,” “Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
“Twentieth Century” and “Play’s 
the Thing,” at the Duluth Play- 
house, local little theatre group. 
He was formerly casting director 
of the Liebling-Wood talent and 
script agency, N. Y. 

Virginia Sale (Mrs. Wren) is re- 
maining in New York to continue 
with the five-a-week Kate Smith 
TV series and the Garry Moore 
show on CBS, 








_ Philly Series 


Quarterdeck Sets Early 
53 Bow in Atlantic City 


Atlantic City, Sept. 23. 

The Quarterdeck Theatre, which 
had a click first season as a straw- 
hat last summer, will probably 
open at Easter next year. Idea is 
to take advantage of the spring 
holiday influx at this resort and 
| the general business pickup that 
follows until the regular summer 
| boom arrives. If attendance is as 
lively as hoped, the management 
then intends to continue operation 
on a year-round basis. 

Sam Wren was stager last sum- 
mer and is expected to return next 
| spring. 


Cronyn Pitch 
For Good Will 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 
To further public good will for 
legit, Hume Cronyn apologized to 














| every “Fourposter” performance at 
| the Lyceum last week for playing 
‘here only four days, instead of a 
| full week. 


The local Theatre Guild sub- 
scription season is on a full-week 
basis and “Fourposter” is one of its 
offerings. This meant that the 
3,600 subscribers had to be crowd- 
ed into four nights and two mati- 
nees, and that many had to change 
their evenings and take inferior 
Pseats. 

“I want to apologize to Theatre 
Guild subscribers who have been 
inconvenienced by the shortness of 
our engagement,” said Cronyn in 
his curtain speech. “Because of 
the necessity of curtailing our 
tour, it was a case of playing in 
Minneapolis only four days or not 
at all. It was inconceivable to 
have passed up this city.complete- 
ly. We just hope that the season 
subscribers will make allowances 
and forgive the theatre manage- 
ment as well as ourselves.” 

Surveying the completely filled 
1,859-seat theatre, Cronyn started 
his speech in an ironic vein by in- 
forming the patrons that they were 
on hand “witnessing the legitimate 
theatre’s dying gasps.” 


SUBSCRIBERS FIRST, SEZ 





the audience in Minneapolis after | 





LESTER ON L.A. TIX BEEF 


Los Angeles. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


I'm answering Eddie Sobol’s 
complaint in last week's issue (17) 
on. “good will and public relations” 


as practiced by the Los Angeles 
Civie Light Opera Assn. The asso- 
ciation is in its 15th year, during 
which we have built from a first 
season’s gross of $100,000 to an- 
nual grosses way over the $1,000,- 
000 mark and still building.. We 
have not done it by treating the 
public badly. 


Season ticket subscription is the 
key to our existence, and we make 
no bones of the fact that our sub- 
scribers are going to be given con- 
sideration over those great sup- 
porters of~the-legitimate theatre 
who sit back to pick and choose the 
occasional “must” that we offer. 
Furthermore, in our handling of 
the smash attractions, the transient 
buyers can be grateful that when 
they are unable to get tickets at 
our boxoffice, nobody else is get- 
ting them by paying big premiums 
to chiselers or other illegitimate 
sources. 

We are a long way from perfect 
—but we are quite willing to stand 
on our record. 

Edwin Lester 
(General Director) 


Herbert Musicale Set 
For Date in Denver 


Denver, Sept. 23. 

The Victor Herbert Musicale is 
playing for the American Mining 
Congress Thursday (25) - here. 
Troupe flew in from N. Y. for the 
date. 

Ray Middleton has been added 
to the cast of stars, which includes 
Kirston Kenyon, Gwen Qmeron 
and Norman Atkins. 








Circle-in-Square Inks Deal For 
in Academy Foyer 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 

New York's Circle-in-the-Square 
arena theatre has signed with the 
Academy of Music here for a sea- 
son of in-the-round dramas in the 
Academy Foyer to begin early in 
| November. 
| Circle’s company, according to 
‘one of the group’s producers, 
| Theodore. Mann, hopes to tie up 
the Foyer for five years of fall 
to summer productions. Interest of 
|the New York group was caught 
,|by the successful in-the-round 
|summer season at the city-owned 
| Playhouse in Fairmount Park here. 


| Closeness of this city to New 
| York was also a major factor in 
| the decision, Mann said, “as Philly 
lis the only city of consequence 
near enough to make it a physical 
possibility for producers to work 
|}in both places.” Group plans no 
| circuit of arena theatres, however, 
|he added. 


No plays are set as yet for the 
| Academy Foyer, which will be kept 
lintact, excepting installation of 
| levels for 10 rows of seats. House 
will accommodate 504 _ persons, 
|ranged along three sides of a 20 
| by 45 foot stage. 











Big Legit Season Looms 
In Portland With Four 
Groups to Offer Shows 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 23. 


| For the first time in years, it 
| looks as though this town is going 
| to have a big legit season. Last year 
| only a few.shows were booked 
| through here, with one being can- 
| celled the last minute due to illness 
|of the star, and a second having 
| the understudy read the lines when 
| the star became ill. 
| The 1,500-seat Mayfair Theatre 
is still the home of legit shows. 
| Spot is owned by the Evergreen 
Chain. This year, however, in addi- 
| tion to the Mayfair, William Dug- 
gan is booking some big musicals 
| into the 3,500-seat Auditorium. Add 
| to this the Ellison-White concert 
|series at the Auditorium and the 
| possibility that the J. J. Parker 
|chain may also play stage works 





lat their 1,850-seat Broadway the- 


atre. 

Since end of August, the Mayfair 
has presented “Stalag 17” and 
“Bell, Book, and Candle.’”’ Duggan 
has presented “Song of Norway” 
and “Call Me Madam.” 

Mayfair currently has Edward 
Everett Horton in “Nina,” which 
opened Monday (22). The 40-year- 
old spot will then have a facelift- 
ing, followed by “Country Girl,” 
starring Robert Young; “I Am a 
Camera,” with Julie Harris; Corne- 
lia Otis Skinner in “Paris ‘90;” 
Katharine Cornell in “Constant 
Wife,” and “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes.” 

Duggan will bring in “South 
Pacific,” with Martha Wright; 
“Oklahoma;” “Top Banana,” with 
Phil Silvers, and one more top 
musical. 

Ellison-White Bureau, in addi- 
tion to its regular concert series, 
has inked the First Drama Quartet 
in “Don Juan in Hell” at the Audi- 
torium, 


LYNN PULLOUT MAY FOLD 





San Francisco, Sept. 23. 

Touring edition of “Moon is 
Blue,” currently playing a return 
engagement at the United Nations 
Theatye, San Francisco, may have 
to fold at the end of its scheduled 
two-week stand. Diana Lynn, co- 
Starred in the sole femme part, is 
leaving for a picture stint and a 
satisfactory successor hasn't been 
found. The producers, Aldrich & 
Myers, in association with Julius 
Fleischmann, asked Maggie McNa- 
mara, who recently exited the 
Broadway troupe for a rest, to take 
over the Coast assignment, but she 
declined. a 

Murray Hamilton, who played 
the co-starring role of the architect 
in another touring production last 
season, went into the same part in 
the Coast company last week, suc- 
ceeding Scott Brady, who returned 
to Hollywood for a film deal. Ham- 
ilton recently played the charac- 
ter in the Broadway troupe while 
Barry Nelson was on vacation. Da- 
vid Niven is top-starred in th 
Coast edition. ; 





TOURING MOON’ TROUPE ~ 
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* Plays Out of Town 


iu Any Language 

New Haven, Sept. 18. 
Jule Styne & George Abbott production 
ef comedy in three acts (four scenes) 
by Edmund Beloin and Henry Garson. 
Stars Uta Hagen; features Walter Met- 
thau, Joe De Santis. Nita Naldi, Gloria 
Marlowe, Anna Minot, Louis wkins. Di- 
rected by Abbott; scenery and costumes 
by Raoul Pene du Bois. At Shubert, New 

aven, Sept. 18, °52; 3.60 top. c 
Valerie McGuire Anna Minot 
Porter am ar . Fred Porcelli 
Signore Terranova 
Charlie 
Hannah 


Matthau 
g Uta Hagen 
Little Waiter Joe Verdi 
Marchesa Sporenza ..........Nita Naldi 
Della Fontana Gloria Marlowe 
Beansy Oliver Louis Hawkins 
Aldo. Carmenelli Joe De Santis 
Mama Carmenelli ossana San Narco 
Lorenzo ..Robert Ottaviano 
Grandi ... 
Fawzieh .. 
Turkish Gentleman 
Waiter * 
Little Girl 
Me sete oss 
Signore Mazzi 
Signore Zucco 


Francine Bond 
Maurice Gosfield 

Fred Porcelli 
Karin Flanagan 

Jove Paone 
Alfred Bascetta 
Philip Barbera 


The fact that the title of this 
new Jule Styne-George Abbott 
production, which Abbott has 
Staged, carries .a connotation of 
universality, is a tipoff that there's 
little about its basic theme that 
hasn’t been done many: times and 
places before. 

Fundamentally, this comedy by 
Edmund Beloin and Henry Gar- 
son, from a siory by Garson, is a 
combination of the “Private Lives’ 
theme of marital squabbling which 
ends in reconciliation, plus the 
tale of a fading Hollywood film 
star trying to reestablish herself 
by making a picture abroad. The 
diverting twist to this setup is the 
fact that the play is localed in 
Rome, which presents an oppor- 
tunity to bring in some amusing 
business from an assortment of 
foreign types. 

Play is a substantial distance 
from home plate, as far as a run 
is concerned, and will need much 
work to cash in on its hit poten- 
tialities. It’s worth the effort, 
however, and if balance of the 
script can be steppéd up to a level 
consistent with the quality of a 
promising first act, this one can 
successfully buck the Broadway 
opposition. 

Of considerable interest from 
the thesping angie is Uta Hagen’s 
essaying o1: the straight comedy 
role ot the film star. Her per- 
formance emphasizes skilled un- 
derplaying as she shifts trom mo- 
ments of apprehension at her fad- 
ing light, through exposure of her 
“phoney” veneer, to final accept- 
ance of romance as the crowning 
note of her career. 

Walter Matthau ‘and Joe De San- 
tis split the bows on good sup- 
port. Matthau registers as_ the 
star’s husband whose proposal had 
been accepted because, at the mo- 
ment, he was a pilot war hero 
whose publicity could be used to 
good advantage. The union 
curdied prior to the play’s open- 
ing, but a meeting of the pair in 
Rome results in a sealing of the 
rift. De Santis, playing an Italian 
film director who falls in love with 


the star, drives home a demonstra- | 


tive characterization effectively. 

Other featured roles are well 
done by Nita Naldi, as an Italian 
marchesa; Gloria Marlowe, Italian 
film starjet; Anna Minot, the star's 
secretary, and Louis Hawkins, the 
marchesa’s hanger-on. Script calls 
for numerous bits, ail carrying a 
good score for efficiency. 

A striking set of a lush hotel 
suite provides a handsome _ back- 
ground for this comedy, and its 
elegance is matched by some very 
attractive costumes. 

bott seems to have ap- 
proached the staging chore in his 
characteristic leisurely manner, 
which exposes the complete con- 
tent on the first draft, then ap- 
lies the “4 eeoquont per- 
..zormances. He has made much of 
the vetter Tit 
there is @ fair share, and he has 
worked in a series of chuckles that 
crop out strictly from the sight 
angle. Bone. 


Bernardine 
Boston, Sept. 23. 


Irving Jacobs presentation of Guthrie 
McClntic’s production of com dy in two 
acts (10 scenes) by Mary Chase. Staged 
by McClintic. Sets by John Robert Lloyd; 
costumes, Ned Taylor. At Wilbur, Bos. 
ton, Sept. 22, ’52. 
ernar Beaumont Wehas 3 Jo 

ord (*Wormy”) Weldy Joh y 
Ruth Weldy —— 
Vernon Kinswood 
Selma Cantrick 
Enid Lacey .... 


hn Kerr 
Stewart 

Irene Hervey 
Michael Wager 
. Alney Alba 
-++eee..Beverly Lawrence 


In “Bernardine” authoress Mary 
Chase plunges into the shadowy 


world of Kinsey's report regard- | 


ing the sexual urges and ca 
the 18-year-old male, and 
emerges a couple of acts later sug- 
Besting that while Kinsey was 
right, nobody 1 
it, especially a playwright. 
has managed a few laughs in this 
hymn to juvenile frustration, but 
not enough to make it count as a 

probable as it now stands. 
The situation, like most Chase 
situations, involves a touch of fan- 
tasy, but here it gets in the way 


Lee Papell | 


its feet and hold tempos up to 
proper key. 

“Blondes,” despite the large 
cast and good score, is still a one- 
woman show and when Lorelei is 
not on stage, particularly in this 
version, there is little to hoid it 
together as a first-rate musicom- 
edy. The Agnes de Mille dances 
get indifferent and hesitant treat- 
ment from a just average line of 
hoofers, and-the shew girls are not 
the lookers expected from a New 
York company. Costuming, espe- 
cially on the femme side, is fresh 
and 
|with most of Lorelie’s creations 
| drawing audible attention from 
| payees. 
| Offering garnered warm reviews 
from local crix on opening night, 
| but biz during week failed to meet 
expectations. Newt. 


of a pretty straightforward proposi- 
tion: how is 18-year-old *Worm’y 
Weldy going to find someone to 
have relations with? The son of 
well-to-do parents who have sep- 
arated, and living with his mother, 
who has n9-contact whatever either 
with the boy’s actual physical 
|needs or his advanced sexual fan- 
| tasies, he has made a pass at every 
| date in town without results. One 
|of a wise-cracking, jive-yakking 
| gang of boys of the same age, all 
lof respectacle circumstances, he is 
linspired by the gang psychology 
ito try for one of the maturer) 
women he sees around. 

An encounter with a multiple 
| divorcee in a hotel lobby leads 
i him to her apartment for an assig- 
ination, but the kid’s essential hon- 
testy forces him to tell her his line 

was phony. She realizes he’s the 
|son of her close friend and heaves | 
‘him out. He ends up back with 
| his gang, where his best little girl 
'friend calls him up. 








1 Am a Camera 
(HARRIS, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Sept. 15. 


|for giving substance to a thinly- 
: |knit series of scenes which would 
| Interwoven with this central/not become wholly adhesive with- 
story are the practical jokes, blase | out her glittering acting. Although 
| SO 
it 
| (Bernardine) who takes on all com- 
lers eagerly, the horseplay and the 
|yearning bewilderment of the late 
‘adolescent who is better equipped | character of the transient prosti- 
'than he ever will be again to roll | tute, Sally Bowles. 

|in the hay, but unable in his og oa For the road, Charles Cooper has 
| ty to do so. Interwoven, too, is the) paniaced William Prince as the 
| youth’s stubborn belief, ail too wel: 
|founded, generally, that his par- edy-drama. He comes off rather 
|}ents have no idea what goes On. weakly with some of the improb- 
| The elements either for a pretty | able lines, but seems to gain more 
| Serious document or, in the realm | authority as the play goes on, 
lof farce, a pretty funny comedy, | especially in the last scene. Wil- 
are here. But in this treatment/liam Allyn gives a taut reading of 
the pseudo-poetic questings keep|the role of a young gigolo who fi- 
getting in the way, despite John) nally discards his former pattern 
Kerr’s extraordinary sensitive pres-| of living to go back to being a Jew. 
entation of them as the moody|Cherry Hardy as the over-protec- 
Saray oe ro ed ay a pe tive English matron seems a little 

ing, talky, and often dull, an | Placid. 

there is a good deal of static ac- : : “3 ate 
tion, while. the closing ‘moments | oa, cher roles. Marian, Winters 
fail to mon bay al aay “rh the le. | Presenting some very moving mo- 
they merely present alt wie ee-| ments to help pinpoint some of the 
ments of an entirely new play. | dramatic sequences, Olga Fabian 

a ae e ee — re; jis the typical German landlady, a 
MarkaDly good. ohnny stewart)fringe approver of the growing 
as “Wormy” gives a highly illumi- | Nazi whirlwind, and Edward An- 
nated account of the central role, drews produces laughs as the 
handling it with all the technique | American playboy. Zabe. 
of an oldtimer. Kerr, as indicated, ; 
is areal standout. But all the boys 
are excellent, with special mention | 
for Michael Wager’s portrait of the | 
steadier Kinswood. Irene Hervey | Hartford, Sept. 23. 
is exquisite as “Wormy’s” naive} a elbaki: kaa 
mether, and Beverly Lawrence | * pei aes aed +s ighte q as< 
would obviously be able to seduce | 7 ursday (18) e* ne aed = 
anybody from adolescence to the | Secutive soooee go eal ww 
grave. The sets are highly suited | robust, ro icking “Mister Roberts 
and very flexibly designed for the | 35 getaway offering. After a seven- 
speed of a dissolve. The play is; Week layoff for cast changes, etc., 
nicely blecked out in direction but | “Roberts” is again out on a tout 
the text hampers pace. that will carry it into May. 

It’s possible the tryout will speed | ‘ ; 
come up to a stronger finale, but | World War If) that dates it, piece 
the chances seem definitely against | POssesses the same high calibre 
everything up and maybe even| combination of script, setting, act- 
show. Elie, |ing and directing that kept it on 


the Broadway boards for a long 
Legit Follow-Ups 


; period. 
Tod Andrews, for the third 
Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes 


| year, essays the title part. Herbert 

| Duffy, the Captain of last season, 
(HER MAJESTY’S, MONT’L) 
Montreal, Sept. 23. 


ithe “Green Hat” days of the ’'20s, 
lit all ‘takes on a warm veneer 





Mister Roberts 
(NEW PARSONS, HARTFORD) 











| Julie Harris deserves not only a} 
bow for her performance, but also | 


es of dia‘og, of which’ 





| though Miss Withers scores just as 
|heavily with her interpretation of 


jas Gus Esmond, still shows signs 


can do much about | 
She | 


|smooth out during run of tour. 


is back again. Robert H. Fuller 
With exception of eight princi- 


has taken ever the part of Doc 
this semester, while Ensign Pulver 
pals who opened with the original 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” com- 


is now played by Harry Snow, who 
pany two years ago in New York 


was yanked out of “Wish You 
Were Here’’—another Leland Hay- 
and then toured till last June, the 
cast of the present company is en- 





tirely new. 
Iva Withers has taken over the 
part of Lorelei Lee, held originally | 


“py” Carot~Channing; -and-this for 


mer hoofer turned chirper fills her | 
new role with aplomb and a di- 
rectness that should forestall the 
expected comparisons. 


Miss Withers brings a more de- 
mure feeling to the part, has toned 
down the wide-eyed makeup and 
retains a rather modern hairdo 
which is attractive andstill in keep- 
ing with the role. “Diamonds” is 
still the hit song of the show, al- 


“It's Delightful Down in Chile,” | 
which she does with newcomer Hal 
Thompson in the first act. 

Patty Wilkes as Dorothy Shaw, 
Lorelei’s friend and so-called chap- 
eron, clicks with her straightfor- 
ward manner and uninhibited ap- 

roach to both her bagging and 
song sequences. Harry Stockwell, 


of having just taken over the part. 
His baritoning is okay but manner- 
isms and delivery are a triflle| 
stilted; two things which should 





ward-Joshua Logan production. As 
the insecure, comically shrill en- 
sign, Snow turns in an outstanding 
job. In his role of the gruff, kindly 
Doc, Fuller turns in a neat per- 
formance, as does the remainder 
of the troupe. 

Despite its wanderings of the 
past few years, “Roberts” seems 
little the worse for wear. Eck. 


Legit Bits 


Continued from page 58 








...The America National Theatre 
& Academy is no longer billed as 
co-sponsor of the forthcoming U. S. 
tour of the Greek National Theatre, 
but Guthrie McClintic is now listed 
as sole presenter...Joan Blondell 
will play the Shirley Booth part in 
the Shubert’s touring production 
of “Tree Grows in Brooklyn”... 
Dolores Gray back from a date at 
the London Palladium. 

Elwyn Dearborn, director at the 
Hutchinson (N.H.) Summer Thea- 
tre, has put finishing touches to a 
play, “East Side Gladiator,’ which 
will make N. Y. rounds... . . Robert 
Willey will be manager and Guy 
Thomajan stage manager for An- 
thony Parella’s production of Som- 
erset Maugham’s “The Sacred 
Flame.” 





| Reta Shaw, Evic Brotherson, Eve-| Fabien Sevitzky, conductor of 
|lyn Taylor, Kazimir Kokie and the | the Indianapolis Symphony Or- 
,terp team of Coles & Atkins from! chestra, in Buenos Aires to conduct 
the initial company do much to! a month's engagement with the 
pull a sometimes wobbly vehicle to | State Orchestra, 





| Axel Diensen 


in keeping with the period, | 


| 


| thanks to the faultless technique 





as | 
} . . . 

|Miss Harris makes plausible the | tive 
; French 


“Camera” or narrator of the com-/} 





| 
i 
' 


| 


| 


With the exception of the time, 


| rangement with Lionel Falck, in associa- 





— 


Plays Abroad 


Q@uadrille 


London, Sept. 15. 
H. M. Tennent, Ltd., and John C. Wil- 
son presentation of comedy in three acts 
by Noel Coward. Stars Lynn Fontanne, 
Alfred Lunt. Directed by Noel Coward. 
Sets and costumes by Cecil Beaton. At 

Phoenix, London, Sept. 12, ’52; $2 top. 
Marchioness of Heronden Lynn Fontanne 


.. Marion Sprn-> 
e+ Griffith Jones | 
.. w9yce Cares 
Sylvia Coleridge 
.. John Gill 

. Moya Nugent 
... Pamela Grant 


Mrs. Axel Diensen 
Marquess ef Heronden 
Lady Harriet Riples + 
Countess of Bonnington . 
Rev. Edgar Spevin 
Sarah Spevin 
Gwendolyn Spevir 


This new Noel Coward opus will | 
undoubtedly hit the jackpot and 
fill the Phoenix for months to come, 


.. Alfred Lunt | 





and magnetism of Lynn Fontanne 
Alfred Lunt, for whom the play | 
was written. The author contributes | 
little but his reputation, offering a 
stale theme of the “Private Lives” 
genre that could comfortably have 
been condensed into a one-acter. 
With so much talent available, it’s 
regrettable that the piece itself 
does not pull even half its weight. | 
For the U. S., as for the home 


* ; : ; | market, its success will rest solely | 
phistications, poetic fantasies Of | there is a great deal of verbiage | 
he boy's dream of a dream Birl|here, much of which dates back to | 


on personal appeal. 

Coward has set the story in 1873. | 
It tells simply of runaway lovers | 
who are pursued by their respec- | 
husband and wife to aj| 
villa. The brands. are} 
snatched from the burning, but the | 


| avenging pair are then enmeshed | 


in their own machinations, fall in| 
love with eack other and round off | 
the cycle by eloping to the same 
romantic spot some 12 months 
later. 

There are moments of tedium 
and the dialog is ponderous with 
sparsely-dotted lawghs. Miss Fon- 
tanne glides gracefully through the 
role of the deserted wife with in- 
effable charm, exploiting her poise 
and mischievous demeanor with 
customary skill. Lunt is bluff and 
virile as the cuckolded husband, 
an American railway magnate of 
humble origin who wades with 
practiced ease through a welter of 
words foreign to his nature and 
upbringing. He alternates bluster | 
and tenderness that quite under- 
standably wins him a new love. 

His fluffy little wife is attrac- | 
tively portrayed by Marian Spen- |} 
cer, with Griffith Jones less happily | 
cast as her lover. Best of the 
supporting players is Joyce Carey 
as an inquisitive friend, fearing 
and hoping for the worst in her 
quest for scandal. Other characters 
flit colorfully and naturally in the 
background. Cecil Beaton's period 
settings and costuming are a mas- 
terpiece of color and taste. 

Clem. 





The Troublemakers 
London, Sept. 17. 


Desmond O'Donovan production, by ar- 


tion with L. Linder, H. Cooper and P. 
Glenn. of a drama in three acts. Written 
and directed by George Bellak. At Strand, 
London, Sept. 16, 52. 
Otis Gerrity 

Mattie Gerrity 
Jeremiah Gerrity 
Clara Gerrity 


Robert Sansom 

... Thora Hird 
Joseph Tomelty 
er Te Mary Laura Wood 
Steve Sprock ........ Maurice Kaufmann 
Ralph Como Gaylord Cavallaro 
Sandy Remington....Michael Alexander 
Stanley Carr .. Gene Lyons 


Torin Gerrity . Warren Stanhope 


Professor Philip Lockwood..John Gatrell 
Ben Kent Donald Pleshette 
Buck beats Leslie Linder 
Lawrence W. Sprock Oliver Burt 
Detective Sgt. Bender ....Robert Raglan 


One of the most controversial 
plays to come trom the U. S. in 
some time, “The Troublemakers” 
is also, dramatically, one of the 
best. The enthusiasm which greeted 
its first presentation indicates pros- 
pects of a healthy run, However, 
the witch-hunt theme, which is 
presented with great emotional 
force, makes it a questionable and 
delicate proposition for Broadway. 

George Beliak, who authored the 
play, also directed and has used 
every legitimate device to increase 
the tension and to emphasize the 
significance of his story. He has 
made no concession to present day 
thinking. (The play is apparently 
based on an incident that occurred 
at Dartmouth College.—Ed.) 

The setting is a small American 
university town and the scene 
alternates not too happily between 
a dormitory and the home of the 
boy who is murdered. The beating- 
up is done by four fellow students 
in a drunken frenzy, ostensibly 
because he is wearing a college 


| Mr. Tupman 


| Justice 
| Turnkey 





sports sweater without justifica- 
tion, but primarily because they 
resent his criticisms of the gov- ; 
ernment in the college mag. 

The fifth student witnesses the | 
crime but has taken no part in the | 
incident nor did he try to stop it. | 
Immediately attempts are made to | 
hush-up the crime and the univer- | 
sity authorities and the police obvi- | 
ously favor this course. It is only | 
the fighting spirit of the dead boy’s | 
Irish grandfather and the con-' 
science of the fifth student that | 
results in confessions. 

The charge is reduced to man- 
slaughter and only nominal sus- 


pended sentences are imposed. 
climax, in which the guilty Pred 
intend to set on the fifth student 
in the same way as they did earlier 
on the other one, is a grim and 
overpowering finish to a grim en. 
tertainment. 


The role of the conscience. 


| Stricken student is filled by Gene 


Lyons, a newcomer from Amer 
who opened without any advance 
flack. He received a memorable 
ovation for a performance that wag 


ica, 


| full of vigor, realism and tension. 


His is the dominating portrayal but 


| other roles are admirably filled. 


Thora Hird plays the dead boy's 
mother with genuine sensitivity 
and Joseph Tomelty does a stand. 
out job as the spirited grand. 
father. Robert Sansom underplays 
the father with dignity. Other 


|}members of the cast maintain the 


all-round thesping standard. 
Myro, 





Play on B’way 





Mr. Piekwick 


Playwrights Co. presentation of comedy 
two acts (three scenes) Stanley 
from incidents in “T 

by Charles “ke ure 
Howe, Estelle Winwood, Nigel 
Clive Revill, Nydia Westman, 
Jacques Aubuchon, Levis Hector, Norah 
Howard, Anthony Kemble Cooper, Neil 
Fitzgerald Directed by John Burrell: 
scenery and costumes, Kathleen Ankers, 
At Plymouth, N. Y., Sept. 17, °52; $4.89 
top ($6 opening). 


in 
Young, 
Papers,” 
George 
Green, 


Mr. Pickwick ..... George Howe 
Earl Montgomery 
-.-Anthony Kemble Cooper 
Derek Tansley 

Norah Howard 

Lucie Lancaster 

Sam Weller Clive Revill 
Tommy eee .. Richard Case 
DES, MUBERS cccccscecsend Jacques Aubuchon 
Mrs. Weller Philippa Bevans 
Mr. Weiler Louis Hector 
Mr. Stiggins Basil Howes 
Mr. Jingle Nigel Green 
Mary Sarah Marshall 
Estelle Winwood 
Joe C. K. Alexander 
Ds WORGRO. sir cecedctocas Neil Fitzgerald 
Miss Emily Wardle Jean Cooke 
Miss Isabella Wardle .... Dolores Pigott 
Miss Rachel Wardle ......Nydia Westman 
Mr. Perker Kurt Richards 
Wallace Acten 
Wallace Acton 
William Podmore 
C. K. Alexander 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Snodgrass 
Winkle 
Mrs. Bardell 
Mrs. Cluppins 


Wilberforce 
Bailiff 


Dickens addicts will probably lap 
up “Mr. Pickwick,” but less pre- 
disposed playgoers are likely to 
find the Staniey Young comedy 
anemic, especially in this low-volt- 
age performance. Under the cir- 
cumstances, the show may do 
moderate business until a few 
sturdy new shows arrive on Broad- 
way, but then its chances look slim. 
It’s not-much of a road prospect 
and offers little for films. 

The play, according to a pro- 
gram note, is “freely drawn” from 
incidents in “Pickwick Papers.” 
The script went the New York 
managerial rounds for several 
years until Roger L. Stevens ac- 
quired it and took it to London last 
spring for production. After a short 
run in the West End it was brought 
to New York for presentation by 
the Playwrights Co., of which 
Stevens is a member. The London 
physical production, the director, 
John Burrell, and three members 
of the original cast, George Howe, 
Nigel Green and Clive Revill, were 
brought along. 

Opening with a Pickwick Club 
meeting in Mr. Pickwick’s room to 
outline the hero's dilettante aim of 
observing life, it moves to an inn 
at Chatham, the lawn of a goofy 
suburban hostess, back to the inn, 
a London courtroom and a prison 
lobby. About two dozen typically 
caricature Dickens characters are 
included in the discursive yarn. 

The Dickens flavor, amusing at 
first, presently begins to seem self- 
consciously quaint and then be- 
comes so relaxing that an un- 
pledged playgoer tends to snooze. 
This unfortunate let-down is aggra- 
vated by the generally mild per- 
formance. Revill as the bumptious 
Sam Weller and Sarah Marshall as 
a pert maid, give relaxed, animated 
portrayals, with an amusing assist 
from Louis Hector as Wellers 
misogynist father. But the playing 
of the rest of the cast, including 
the featured leads, seem stilted 
and rather mechanical. The Dick- 
ens characters are, of course, 4 
trifle silly, but in this case even the 
personalities of the actors fail to 
capture a spectator’s imagination. 

The original London physical 
production; designed by Kathleen 
Ankers, consists of five simple but 
effective drops and decorativel) 
plausible costumes. Hobe. 


‘PARIS’ $2,600, SCHENECTADY 
Schenectady, Sept. 23. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, starting 
2 cross-country tour in her one 
woman musical show, “Paris ‘9: 
registered a brisk $2,600 in a ont 
nighter Saturday (20) at the 1.49°° 
seat Erie here, at a $3.60 top. 

Star is at Her Majesty's, Mom- 
treal, this week. 
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Show Finances 


“GUYS AND DOLLS” 
(As of Aug. 30, ’52) 


Original investment, including 25% overcall.............. $250,000 
Total gross last four weeks in N. Y Pikes bes « coscccvcvccese’ 174,100 
Total gross last four weeks in Chicago..,.....ccecccesccese 181,843 
Total profit last four weeks in N. Y...... 00's 600 bb aoe wesey 31,988 
Total profit last four weeks in Chicago................+.+. 36,114 
Total net profit to date, both companies.........5....++.0+. 1,633,040 
Distributed profit......-.+--.e-e sees Coccscccccccccccces 2,118,192 
Balance, including bonds and reserve............. i hereees 514,848 | 

















(hi Legit Boxoffice Still Variable: 


( 
‘ 9 ‘“ 9 } 
Dolls’ $36,300, ‘Camera’ $19,500 sett Sestnareferonta san; 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Start of the Jewish New Year 
Friday (19) and the Wednesday 
telecast of the Graziano-Davey 
fight hit the local boxoffice here 
last week. However, the total is up 
with four attractions in_ town, 
“Fourposter” having opened at the 
Blackstone yesterday (22). Mail 
orders on “Poster” have been 
heavy. Still, the month of October, 
and. possibly November, don't 
promise much in the way of new 
shows. Ballet Theatre and the 
N. Y. City Opera are set tor the 
Opera House, the former Oct, 2- 
Nov. 2, the latter Nov. 12-30. 

“T Am .\ Camera,” which started 
a run at the Harris Sept. 15, won 
rave notices for Julie Harris but, 
with the exception of Seymour 
Raven of the Chicago Tribune, 
most of the critics found the play 
inadequate. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Guys and Dolls,” Shubert (30th 
week) ($6; 2,100). Slipped a bit to 
$36,300; posted notice last night 
(Mon.) of last six weeks of run. 

“1 Am A Camera,” Harris (1st 
week) ($4.40; 1,000). Bright $19,- 
600 for the first subscription week. 

“Stalag 17,” Erlanger (3d week) 
($4.20; 1,334). Very neat $22,100 
for the third week. 


‘DON JUAN’ HOT $25,800 
IN FIVE SO. CAL. DATES 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

“Don Juan in Hell” launched its 
fifth tour last week and promptly 
grabbed a walloping $25,800 in five 
Southern California performances, 
— virtual capacity at each 
ate. 

First Drama Quartet presenta- 
tion by Paul Gregory opened in 
Santa Barbara Tuesday (16) for two 
nights, grabbing $7,500 for the 
stand in a 1,090-seat theatre, Thurs- 
day night, the Charles’ Boyer- 
Charles Laughton-Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke-Agnes Moorehead _ starrer 
plaved the 1,000-seat Auditorium 
in Santa Ana and collected $3,800. 
Friday and Saturday nights the 
concert attraction played the 2,400- 
teat Russ Auditorium in San Diego, 
exiting with $14,500 for two nights. 


‘Roberts’ Fairish $7,000 
For Four in Hartford 


, Hartford, Sept. 23. 

Kicking off its second season 
With “Mister Roberts,” New Par- 
sons grossed a fair $7,000 for four 
performances, Thursday through 
Saturday (18-20). Several factors 
ept attendance down. It was the 
Second trip here for the Thomas 
Heggen-Joshua Logan hit. Open- 
ing night, house played against 
Adlai Stevenson and a one-night 
stand of “Finian’s Rainbow” in tab 
ae at the Allyn Theatre, a 
sow wh Okay notices and strong 
ord-of-mouth buoyed attendance. 
Ouse was scaled at $4.20. 


»jSecond show of the season is 
— this Thursday through 
fe aay (25-27). It will be the 
String’! &, nine-week subscription 
a This semester the house 
‘ted in with the Council of The 


Living TI : + uh 
Ing sheatre +i 
— for its subscription 
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"The Secretary of State" 








“Call Me Madam” 


Week Sept. 22 Minneapolis, Minn. 





« 





GIRL’ $18,500, FRISCO; 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 
Town has a twe-week booking of 
the First Drama Quartet, whi 
opened at the Geary last night 
(22) with “Don Juan in Hell.” 
Another return, “Moon Is Blue,” 





| 
| United Nations 
| Show is also set for two frames. 
Estimate for Last Week 


(Troe ) 


tanicht 
tOnig 


(D-$4.20; 1,550) (Robert 
Dane Clark, Nancy Kelly). 
$18,500 (previous week, $17,500). 


Nations (3d wk) (D-$3.60; 
(Vincent Price, Marsha Hunt, Beu- 
lah Bondi). Up to $17,400 (previ- 
ous week, $16,500). 


Jollyanna 496, 





Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 


last week and the town’s two legit 
offerings, 
reviews at best, stumbled through 


grosses. Legit picture brightens 
next week when Henry Duffy re- 
sumes operations, relighting the 
1,518-seat Carthay Circle with “Af- 
fairs of State” Tuesday (30). 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” Bilt- 
more (lst wk) ($4.20; 1,636) (Joan 
Bennett, Zachary Scott). Opening- 
night performance and poor no- 
tices cued some cancellations of 
advance reservations; week’s $15,- 
100 was around the break-even 
point; show goes to San Francisco 
next week. 


Mitzi Gaynor). Still running be- 
hind other Civic Light Opera sea- 
son offerings, but climbed a bit to 
almost $49,000. 


‘Madam’ Fine $47,900 In 
Omaha-Des Moines Split 


Omaha, Sept. 23. 

“Call Me Madam” opened slowly 
at the Paramount, but built stead- 
ily to windup $25,100 total for four 
performances last Monday-Wed- 
nesday (15-17). 

Elaine Strich, in the lead role, 
sprained an ankle opening day but 
was treated by the Omaha Cardi- 
nals’ baseball trainer and played 
all shows with a bandage. 


$22,800 In Des Moines 
Des Moines, Sept. 23. 
For the second half of last week, 
Thursday-Saturday (18-20), “Call 
Me Madam” pulled $22,800 in four 
erformances at the KRNT Theatre 
ere. 
That gave the musical a total 
ross of $47,900 on the eight-per- 
ormance split-week. 


‘Language’ Okay $8,600 
For 4 New Haven Shows 


New Haven, Sept. 23. 

Preem of “In Any Language” at 
the Shubert last week (18-20) 
pulled almost $6,600, very gooc. 
Show was in for four performances 
at-a $3.60 “o 
House is ginning to show a 
little activity after a late start, and 
has now lined up a fairly substan- 
tial booking list. Breakin of the 
Martyn Green Gilbert & Sullivan 
troupe is set for Oct. 1-4. Mar- 
garet Sullavan in “Deep Blue Sea 
gets underway here Oct. 8-11 and 
the road company of “The Shrike” 
tees off Oct. 15-18. 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” is 
set for Oct. 20-25, and Edna Best 
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in “Jane” is due Oct. 30-Nov. 1. 


‘LADY’ UP TO $17,400 


ch |—Plymouth, Boston (22-4). 


e 
abt LRU Gee | 


“Country Girl,’ Geary (Zd wk)|Elm St., Worcester, Mass. (26-27); 
Young, | Broadway, Kingston, N. Y. 

Okay | Majestic, Perth Amboy, N. J. (30); | 
|Lincoln, Trenton (1); St. 


“ +s N hinas 99 Tei |Asbury Park, N. J. (2); 
Lady’s Not for Burning, ayy | Reading, Pa.. (3): 
’ | Harrisburg, Pa (4). 


Bell $15,100, LA. 


Heat hit local boxoffices again | Seattle (29-4). 
already beset by mild | 4) 


the frame with below-expectation | Booth—Playhouse, Wilmington (25- 





! 


Jollyanna,” Philharmonic Aud | with a $2,800 gross Monday night | (C-$4.80; 
(2d wk) ($4.80; 2,670) (Bobby Clark, 


Current Road Shows 


(Sept. 22-Oct. 4) 

“Bell, Book and Candle” (Joan 
Bennett, Zachary Scott)—Biltmore, 
L. A. (22-27); Geary, S. F, (29-4). 

“Bernadine” — Wilbur, Boston 
(22-4). 

“Call Me Madam” — Lyceum, 
Minn. (22-27); Aud., St. Paul (29-4). 

“Country Girl’ (Robert Young, 
Nancy. Kelly) —Geary, S. F. (22-27): 
Biltmore, L, A. (29-4). 








Bway Edges Up; ‘Wish Hits $51,800, 
‘Guy’ $44,400, ‘Joey’ $39,700, Sellouts, 
‘Animal’ 176, ‘Pickwick’ $9,100 in 5 


“Don Juan in Hell” (Charles Business was uneven, but gen-|(Martha Wright, George Britton). 
Boyer, Charles Laughton, Cedric | erally up a trifle on Broadway last | Over $45,800 (previous week, 
| andwicke. Agnes. Moorehead)— | week. Attendance ran a bit ahead | $44,500). 
|Geary, S. F, (22-27); Curran, S. F.| of the previous week until the “Top Banana,” Winter Garden 
| (29-4), ' Jewish holiday supplied a slight | (43d wk) (MC-$660-$7.20; 1,519; 
| “Fourposter (Jessica Tandy, | damper Friday and Saturday (19- | $51,881) (Phil Silvers). Over $35,- 
|\Hume Cronyn)—Blackstone, Chi. / 20). In most cases musical shows } 800 ‘previous week, $34,400). 

improved slightly over the week; “Wish You Were Here,” ‘m- 


(22-4). 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”— _ | before, while straight plays were 
off a shade. 

The total gross for all 14 
shows last week was $396,900, 
or 81% of capacity. Week be- 
fore last the total for all 13 of- 
ferings was $382,300, or 82% 


langer, Buffalo (1-4). 
| Gilbert & Sullivan § (Martyn 
| Greeni—Shubert, N. H. (1-4). 
“Good Night Ladies”—Erlanger 
} 


(22-27). of capacity, compared with the 
“Guys and Dolls”—Shubert, Chi. previous week’s $342,000, or 
| (22-4), 80% of capacity for 11 entries. 


A year ago last week the 
total for all 14 shows was 
$427,900, or 86°, a dip of | 
1% from the week before. 

‘Jane” (Edna _ Best) — Parsons, Of the new shows, “Mr. Pick- | 
| Hartford. Conn. (1-4). | Wick” drew an evenly split press | 

“Jollyanna” (Bobby Clark, Mitzi | and started moderately, while the 


I Am a Camera” (Julie Harris) 
—Harris, Chi. (22-4). 
“In Any Language” (Uta Hagen) 





with David Niven, Diana Lynn and | Gaynor)—Philharmonic, L. A. (22-| previous week’s arrival, “Seagulls 
Murray Hamilton, reopens at the | 27). 


|; Over Sorrento,” folded in its sec- | 
“Mister Roberts” ‘Tod Andrews) | ond frame. Nothing is opening this | 


gross leader last week for the regu- | 
lar eight-performance span, regis- 
James, | tering another new high for the 
Rajah,| run and only about $200 from po- | 
Shrine Mosque, | tential capacity. However, other 
| shows with lower capacity, notably 

“Moon Is Blue” (David Niven, | “Guys and Dolls” and “Pal Joey,” 
Diana Lynn, Murray Hamilton)—| went clean. 
United Nations, S. F. (22-4). Estimates for Last Week 

“Oklahoma”—Hanna, Cleve. (22-| Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
27); Nixon, Pitt. (29-4), \CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 

“Paint Your Wagon” (Burl Ives) | MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- | 
—Hartman, Columbus, O. (2-4). | cal Drama), O (Operetta). 

Paris '90” ‘Cornelia Otis Skin-| Other parenthetic designations 
oe yy rene Aa 7 gg, | refer, respectively, to top prices: 
4). y ra, 20ronto number of seats, capacity gross and 


= ” ., | stars. Price includes 20% amuse- 

wet "een sent reo he ment tax, but grosses are net: i.e., 

i\Fresno, Cal. (22-27): itan | exclusive of tax. 

2 an “Fourposter,” Barrymore (48th 

“Stala 17”°—Erla e i. i wk) (C-$4.80; 1,060; $24,996) (Betty 

ee nger, Chi. 22-| Fieid, Burgess Meredith). Hit $15, 
“Time of t * (Shirley 290 ‘previous week, $15,600). 

tthe Cuckoo” (Shirley | «Guys and Dolls,” 46th St. (96th 

-27); Walnut St., Phila. | wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43,904). | 

. we, Gee. Rolling along again at $44,000, the 

' standee limit, having eased below 

| capacity for only five weeks during 


‘MOON’ $18,400 FOR 7 {Sst ton 
IN FOUR-WAY SPLIT wit'"§c240k” Sci 95,.702 


r Nearly $51,600 (previous week. 1 
' Sacramento, Sept. 23. | $44,500 for seven performances). 
Touring edition of “’Moon Is| “Male Animal,” Music Box (21st 
Blue” toted up a snappy $18,400 | er ae te Sot ee Noa 
, , | lio ugent, Martha Scott, Rober 
last week in a seven-performance | Preston). Almost $17,000 (previous 
split between four towns. F. Hugh | week, $18,600). 
Herbert comedy started the string| _“Moon Is Blue,” Miller (81st wk) | 
Cook, Barry fielson, danet Riley). | 
Bic ook, Barry Nelson, Janet Riley). 
(15) at the Auditorium, Long) Nearly $10,800 (previous week, | 
Beach; added $3,500 for a single | $11,300). 
performance Tuesday night (16) at} “Mr. Pickwick,” Plymouth (Ist 
the Fox, San Bernardino; picked wk) (CD-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). 
up $5,000 more in two shows Wed-| Opened Wednesday night (17) to 
nesday-Thursday (17-18) at Russ| 2" even critical split of four fav- 
Auditorium, San Diego; pulled orable notices (Atkinson, Times; 


‘29), 











Chapman, News; McClain, Journal- 


| one-night 


perial (13th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; 


$51,881). Again went to a new 
| high for the run, leading the gross 
jlist at $51,800 ‘previous week, 
$51,300). 





PACIFIC’ SOCK $57,000 


IN PASADENA WEEK 


Pasadena, Sept. 23. 

“South Pacific,” turning this 
town into a full-week 
stand, piled up a whacking $57,- 
000 gross for eight performances 
ending Saturday night (20) in the 
3,000-seat City Auditorium 

The Rodgers-dammerstein-Logan 


musical ic plaving the current 
musicai i1§ piaying tne current 


|—State, Portland, Me. (22-24);| week, but .An Evening with Bea- | week at the Memorial Auditorium, 
|Palace, Manchester, N. H. (25); | trice Lillie” is due next week. Fresno, after which it goes to 
“Wisk You Were Here” was the | Seattle. 





Fourposter’ Sock $26,000 


For Six in Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 
“The Fourposter,” with Jessica 


| Tandy and Hume Cronyn, turned 


‘em away at every one of its four 
nights and two matinees at a $4.20 
top at the 1,859-seat Lyceum, wind- 
ing up to nearly $26,000. First of 
the New York Theatre Guild sub- 
| scription season offerings ‘scaled 
at a discount for subscribers) but 
the theatre’s second attraction (the 
first, “Bell, Book and Candle” 
pulled $22,300 for six nights and 
two matinees during the August 
| heat), it undoubtedly could have 
run anywhere from a week to 10 
days or two weeks in order to sat- 
isfy the demand. 

The Black Hills Passion Play is 
opening a two-week engagement 
here Sept. 28 under Knights of 
Columbus sponsorship. 





‘Bagels’ Soggy $18,000 In 


Its Second Boston Week 


Boston, Sept. 23. 

“Bagels and Yox,” in its second 
week at the 1,700-seat Shubert, 
pulled a not too good $18,000, due 
to cancellation of two performances 
to observe Jewish holidays. Extra 
matinee tossed in Wednesday (17) 
failed to help much. House is 
scaled to $3.60 top, with final week 
current. 

“Bernardine”’preemed at the Wil- 
bur last night (22), with “In Any 
Language” also bowing in at the 
Plymouth, both here for two weeks. 

Opening next Monday (6) are 
“Jane,” a Theatre Guild presenta- 


$3,100 in one showing Friday night 
(19) at the Memorial Auditorium, 
Fresno, and found up with $4,000 
in two times Saturday (20) at the 
Memorial Auditorium here. 

Play, 
Diana Lynn and Murray Hamilton, 
started a two-week run last night 
(Mon.) at the United Nations, San 
Francisco. 


Ladies’ Socko $16,500, 
Philly’s Sole Entry 


Philadeiphia, Sept. 23. 

Philadelphia stage season con- 
tinued to limp along with “Good 
Night, Ladies,” two-for-one titilla- 
tor at the Erlanger as the only en- 
try. “Ladies” garnered $16,500 for 
second stanza and seems certain 
to go at least four weeks. 

Season makes its official “ebut 
next Monday (29) with Shirley 
Booth’s “The Time of the Cuckoo,” 
at the Walnut. 








Equity Library Theatre 





Reactivating in Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Equity Library Theatre, which. 
had a short but successful spring | 
season, reactivates Oct. 1 under 
guidance of Mrs. Frank Dare, local | 
Equity representative. Without! 
any subsidy, group, composed | 
mainly of radio and and television | 
actors, gave three plays last season. | 
Without aid from New York, the | 
new organization raised $70 and. 





spring it had $34 left. 


paid all expenses; at the end of the} 


American; Pollock, Compass) and 
four unfavorable (Coleman, Mir- 
ror; Hawkins, World-Telegram & 
Sun; Kerr, Herald Tribune; Watts, 
Post); first five performances drew 
“Mrs. McThing,” Morosco (24th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 912; $26,800) (Helen 
Hayes). Over $20,100 (previous 
week, $21,300). 

“New Faces,” Royale (19th wk) 
(R-$6; 1,035; $30,600). Over $29,- 
300 (previous week, $29,600). 

“Pal Joey,” Broadhurst (38th wk) 
(MC-$6.60; 1,160; $39,602) (Vivi- 
enne Segal, Harold Lang). Back 
to ae at nearly $39,700 (pre- 
vious week, $39,000). 

“Point of No Return,” Alvin 
(36th wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,331; $37.- 
924) (Henry Fonda). Almost $22,- 
700 (previous week, $23,500). 

“Seagulls Over Sorrento,” Gold- 
en (2d wk) (C-$4.80; 776; $19,195). 
Under $4,000 for first full week 
(previous week, first four perform- 
ances got around $4,500); closed 
Saturday night (20) after 12 per- 
formances, at a loss of about 
$25,000. : 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (179th 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,659; $50,186) 


co-starring David Niven, | $9,100 


tion, at the Colonial for two weeks; 
Cornelia Otis Skinner's “Paris ’90,” 
in for two weeks at the Majestic, 
and the newly-organized Gilbert & 
Sullivan Co., bowing into the Shu- 
bert for a fortnight. 


‘Gents’ $18,700, Mont’! 


Montreal, Sept. 23. 
Starting a new season’s tour, 
|“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” ran 
| into a lethargic legit public here 
| last week, pulling only $18,700 at 
|a $4.50 top in the 1,704-seat Her 
Majesty’s. 

Musical, with Iva Withers as suc- 
cessor to Carol Channing in the 
lead role of Lorelei Lee, is at the 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto, this 
week. 


‘Okla.’ $25,400, Toronto 


Toronto, Sept. 23. 
On its ninth annual visit last 
week, “Oklahoma” grossed a 
healthy $25,400 at the Royal Alex- 
andra. 
The 1,525-seater was scaled at 
$3.50 plus tax, or $4 top. 
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Broadway 


Cynda Glenn to Buffalo where 
her mother is at the Cancer Hos- 


pital. 

Fred Allen says, “My only con- 
cern now is to stay out of the 
obituary columns.” 

Arthur W. Kelly, sales rep for 
Charles Chaplin, is resting at home 
after_a nose hemorrhage. ; 

Grotto, eatery next door to 
Dinty Moore's, stuck up by three 
armed thucs over the weekend and 
taken for $1,050. 

Bronislava Nijinska, choreog- 
rapher and sister of the late 
Nijinsky, sailing for Paris today 
(Wed.) on the Ile de France. 

Eleanor and Reeves Lewenthal 
(American Art Galleries), w.k., in 
show biz, were remarried in Venice 
recently after a brief divorce. 

Rex Harrison, Lilli Palmer, Ray- | 





mond Massey, Constance Collier| Gaines’ new boite Cafe Society | 
; Montparnasse. 


and Lillian Gish in from Europe 
yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen 
Mary. 

Rita Hayworth, the Garson 


Kanins (I!uth Gordon), Buster Kea- | 
ton and agent Mitchell Hamilburg | 
to Europe last week on the United | 
States. 


Milton Berle thinks the TV crix 
are “backtracking”; when he es-} 
they! “Gone With Wind” 


says something “different” th 
want to know why he’s not making 
with the corn. R 

George Jessel back east on fi- 
nancing negotiations for fds new 


indie film setup. Came east for 
the Walccit-Marciano fight last 
night in Philly. 

Vet comedian Walter Catlcit 


guest of honor the night of Oct. Ls 
when The Lambs toss their first 
“ceidel night” of the season. Jack 
Waldron will emcee. ; 

Josh White back in his N. Y. 
home afier three weeks in New 
England Baptist Hospital, Boston, 
for three operations. Illness caused 
his collapse on two European 
tours. 

Jane Pickens up to Schenectady 
to chirp at General Electric’s Fore- 
men’s Assn. 50th anni celebration. 
Sept. 27, with ex-GE prexy Charles 
W. Wilson delivering principal ad- 

ress. 

4 William Pine and his wife take 
off for Europe in mid-Ociober for 
a five-week swing of London and 
the Continent. It will be the film 
producer’s first vacation in six 
years. ! x 

Singer Josephine Premice skied 

in after 13-month tour of Europe 
and South America and took off 
for her Montreal opening at Cafe 
Continental two hours after her 
flight from Paris. 
’ Agent Joe Glaser’s mother made 
her first plane trip last week at the 
age of 81, to visit the Associated 
Booking Corp. head in New York. 
She'll plane back this week to the 
Coast, where she lives. 

Manie (RCA) Sacks to Philly for 
the big fight last night (Tues.) and 
for Frank Sinatra’s Latin Quarter 

reem. Latter usually rooms with 
Backs in N. Y., when Ava Gardner 
. (Mrs. Sinatra) isn’t east. 

James Wadsworth Symington, 
son of the W. Stuart Symingtons of 
Missouri, and who next month was 
to return to the Carnaval Room 
of the Sherry-Netherland, where 
he made his professional singing 
ng be es spring, engaged to Syl- 
via Schlapp. 

Claude c: Philippe, the Waldorf 
exec, farewelling his Comedie 
Francaise bride, Mony Dalmes, at 
his Peekskill, N. Y., country place 


with a little shindig before she Re 


starts rehearsals in “Romeo and 
Juliet.” She’s slated te fly back to 
Paris next week. 


Nick (& Arnold) Prounis, boss- 
man of the Versailles where Edith 
Piaf is in her fifth return engage- 
ment, was best man at her wed- 
ding Saturday (20) to Jacques Peals 
(Pils), also a nitery singer at the 
. petitive La Vie En Rose nitery. 
Marlene Dietrich stood up for the 
bride. 

New York’s Cinema Lodge, B’nai 
B'rith, will pay tribute tonight 
(Wed.) to Leonard H. Goldenson, 
prexy of United Paramount The- 
atres, at the Hotel Astor. Judge 
Samuel Leibowitz will present the 
Cinema Lodge “honor scroll” to 
Goldenson on behalf of the enter- 
tainment industry. 

Lucette Caron, aunt of Leslie 
Caron, Metro contractee, and Paris 
fashion writer for VarRrIety and 
others, in to meet her new in-laws, 
since marrying Cebra Graves, re- 
tired U. S. attorney now residing 
in the French capital. They will 
honeymoon in N. Y. for three 
weeks before returning to Paris. 


Mervyn Nelson back from Neva- 
da, where he looked in on two of 
the three Frank Sennes packages 
which he scripted and directed— 


“Minsky University” at the New 
Golden, Reno, and “Peep Show” 
at Desert Inn, Las Vegas. His 


third is the Diosa Costello show, 
with three more Sennes units com- 
ing up for which he'll perform 
safhe chores. 

Preem of Paramount's “Some- 
body Loves Me” at the Roxy to- 








| ceived slight 
| accident here. 


night (Wed.) marks the culmination 
of special events arranged by the 
Friars as a tribute to Blossom 
Seeley and Benny Fields, whose 
theatrical careers form the basis of 
fiim’s story. A scrol! honoring 
the couple will be presented them 
on the theatre’s stage by Milton 
Berle, Abbot of the N. Y. Frairs. 


Paris 


London 


Willard Parker and his wife Vir- 
ginia Field arrived in London last 
week from Paris. 

Silvana Mangano is due here 
next weekend for London preem of 
her film “Anna.” She'll be accom- 
panied by Dino de Laurentis, the 
producer. 

United Artists had a record turn- 
out. for its press reception last 





Sam Marx over from London for Chaplin on his first visit to Lon- 


‘don in more than 20 years. 


a two-week looksee. 

Linda Darnell here from her 
film chores in Italy. 

Hazel Scott to give a one-nighter 
at Salle Pleyel here Oct. 9. 

RKO releasing four of its back- 
log pix here at the same time. 

Andre Paulve, Discina topper, re- 
injuries in a recent 
into Muriel 


Gordon Heath 


French pic; “The Two-Faced 


| Beauty” getting title changed to 


“Secrets of Mother.” 

There are 16 French pix now 
rolling here. plus one _ Franco- 
Italo co-production in Venice. 

Long-runs here are “American 
in Paris” (M-G), “Two Penny’s 
Worth of Hope,” Italo film, and 
(M-G), last- 
| named being in its second year. 
Swedish pic, “She Danced Only 
| One Summer,” with its so-called 
nude love scene ballyhooed, has 
broken all attendance ~ records 
here at the Cinema D’Essai where 
now in sixth month. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Don McGrane orch into Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room. 

Exotic dancer Flash O’Farrell 
tops Alvin burlesque. 

Bobbie Sherman and Barbara 
Palm into Colony Club. 

Irv Wililams combe with Judy 
Perkins at Club Capital. 

Janette Davis, Arthur Godfrey 
singer, vacationing here. 

Tommy Dorsey underlined for 
Prom Ballroom one-nighter. 

Marigold Ballroom offering 
patrons fre dancing lessons. 

Ray Reynolds band playing re- 
turn engagement at St. Paul 
Heinie’s. 

Dorothy Lewis ice show in fourth 
month at Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace. 

Ramon Noval orch moving to 
Hotel Statler,.Boston, after entire 
summer at Hotel Radisson Flame 
Room. 

Under K. of C. auspices, Black 


Hills “Passion Play” opens fort- 
night. engagement at Lyceum, 
Sept. 28. 


Don the Beachcomber coming 
from Hawaii netx month to aid in 
starting construction of Hotel 
Nicollet’s new Waikiki Room. 

Singing sextet at Schiek’s cafe 
pacted to fly to N. Y. for American 
Trucking Assn. party at Waldorf 
Astoria, Oct. 7, with General 
Motors footing the bill. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
Gene Blakely to Edinburgh to 
set up vidpix unit. : 
Jack Radcliffe, Scot comedian, 
appeared on TV Music Hall, Sept. 
oD 


0. ' 

J. A. Gallacher new manager of 
gal Cinema, Kilmarnock; suc- 
ceeds Biil Gray. 

International Ballet Co. due at 
Alhambra Theatre, Glasgow, Sept. 
29, from Verona, Italy. 

Donald Sutherland authoring 
new play, “Guest of Honor,” for 
production at Glasgow Citizens’ 
Theatre. 

George and Bert Bernard, head- 
ing vaude at Empire in Glasgow, 
inked for London Palladium stint 
this fall. 

Tom Arnold sending “Robinson 
Crusoe” ice pantomime to Empire, 
Glasgow, for Christmas-New Year 
season, opening Dec. 9. 

Merle Oberon vacationing here, 
and staying at Drumlanrig Castle, 
Dumfriesshire, with Duke and 
Duchess of Buccleuch. 


Portland, Ore. 


Ray Feves 

Edward Everett Horton in “Nina” 
opened a week’s run at Mayfair 
Theatre on Monday (22). 

The First Drama Quartet in 
“Don Juan in Hell” will aprear to 
a sellout Auditorium, Oct. 10-11. 

Billy Eckstine, George Shearing 
Quintet and Count Basie orch play- 
ed a one-niter at Auditorium last 
Saturday (20), 

The Show Timers into Clover 
Club for two weeks. Merry Macs 
inked by booker Charla Ferguson 
for next month. 

Martha Wright in “South Paci- 
fic” set to open a week’s date at 
Auditorium Oct. 14. The 3,500 
seater is sold out except for mati- 
nees so far. First time this town 
has seen scalping, 





| Thornton Wilder arrived on the 


| of 


night (Tues.) to welcome Charles 





Dianne Foster inked by Colum-| 
bia to play the femme lead oppo- 
site Alan Ladd in the Technicolor 
| production, “The Red Beret.” The 
‘unit is now locationing in Wales. 


|America last Thursday (19) en- 
|route to Venice where he will be 
|chairman of the American delega- 
tion attending a conference on art. 

Ernie Martin in London looking 
at likely talent for next year’s 
| London production of “Guys and 
Dolls,” which is to be done by 
|Prince Littler in association with 
| Williamson Music. 
| Bing Crosby arrived last Thurs- 
day to partner Bob Hope in a golf 
match against Ted Ray and Donald 
Peers in a contest sponsored by the 
London Variety Ciub to aid the 
National Playing Fields Assn. 

Robert Sarnoff, who has been in 
London for confabs with Douglas | 
Fairbanks, Jr., on his telepix series, | 
checked out for a continental vaca- | 
tion last weekend. He’s due back | 
here early next month for con- 
tinued talks. 

hovert S. Wolff, the RKO radio 
topper, weekended in Paris when} 
Samuel Goldwyn to plan the cam- | 
paign for the release of “Hans | 
Christian Andersen.”” He was ac- 
companied by his publicity chief 
David Jones. 

Big contingent of film and the- 
atrical passengers on the Queen 
Mary which sailed last Thursday 
(18) for N. Y. included Lilian Gish, 
Rex Harrison and Lilli Palmer, Es- 
mond Knight, Seymour N. Siegel 
and Raymond Massey. 

Hal Cooper, one of the backers 

“The Troublemakers,” which 
preemed successfully last week at 
the Strand Theatre, planed to N. Y. 
Monday (22) with reviews of the 
production to negotiate a Broad- 
way presentation early next year. 

Norman Collins, former chief of 
British Broadcasting Corp.-TV and 
now chairman and managing direc- 
tor of High Definition Films, 
planed to Canada Sept. 23 for talks 
| with Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
| and the Film Board of Canada re- 
garding British telepix. 


Seattle 


Billy May band set for Trianon 
Oct. 2. 








Toy & Wing to B. O. F. Club, 
Spokane. 
The Mulcays at the Magic Inn, 
where Paul Allen orch is current. 
Show Box (Pat Patton) is using 
two acts, changing fortnightly, 
with permanent line of gals and 
10-piece orch. 
j Florence Ahn leaves this week 

for Honolulu to finish a vacation 
interrupted by three-week stand at 
Far East Trade Fair here. 

Jerry Ross now booking Palomar 
Supper Club (Sandy De Santis), 
Vancouver, B. C., with three acts 
per show for two to four weeks. 

Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals with Johnny Puleo head- 
ing grandstand show at Western 
Washington Fair at Puyallup. Oth- 
er acts include Happy Kellems, 
Wells & Four Fays, Zacchini Fami- 
ly and Two Valors. Cy Taillon 
again emcees. Big top show has 
Zavatta Troupe, Joanides, Zoppe 
Troupe, Les Dassies, and Acrocu- 


bans, 
Berlin 


By Hans Hoehn 

Berlin Industrial Fair includes 
radio, TV and photo techniques. 
Film director R. A. Stemmle’s 
‘I'm Longing For You” is his 25th 
pic. 

Ernst Legal resigned as direc- 
tor of East Berlin’s State Opera 
House. 

_ Walt Disney became correspond- 
ing member of the Berlin Cultural 
Film Academy. 

With new preems, the number 
of West Berlin cinemas in opera- 
tion has climbed to 208. 

TV station NWDR-Berlin now 
telecasts the film reviews of pix 
critic Dr. Manfred Barthel once a 
week. 

Hildegarde Neff finished exterior 
shooting on her latest pic in Mun- 
ich. The film stars Erie von Stro- 
heim. 

Pfc. Jim Londot appointed 
chief announcer at AFN-Berlin. 
Iie was staff announcer and disk 
jockey. 

Louis Armstrong signed con- 
tract to appear at Titania Palast 
Oct. 12. It will be biggest jazz 
event in postwar Berlin. 








turn of Texan,” ‘‘Working Her Way 


lin town preparing his 


| with 


|for Sunday night performances of 


ensemble have been invited to ap- 
pear with their pantomime “The 
Idiot” at the Biennale of Venice 
Sept. 17. ‘ 

“One Summer of Happiness” 
(Sweden), “Fanfan la Tulipe” 
(France) and “Rashomon” 
(Japan) named best pix in 
August by Berlin crix. 

U.S. pix currently running at 
Army houses include “Just Across 
the Street,” “Brave Warrior,” “Re- 


Through College” and “Francis 





Goes to West Point.” 

British producer George Brown 
new pic 
“Desperate Moment.” All exteriors | 
will be shot in Germany. ret.| 
stars Dirk Bogarde and Mai Zet- 


terling. Compton Bennet is di-| 
| recting. | 
Chicago 
Promotionist Ted Worner in 
| Chicago this week on tour with | 


Monica Lewis. 

Al O’Camp, producer of pic, 
“Strange World,” at the United 
Artists, in for a round of personals. 

Courtney Van Horne, of Court- 
ney & Sonya Van Horne, into 
Michael Reese Hospital Monday 
(22) for shoulder operation. 

Leo McDonald back again as 
house manager of the Blackstone 
George Rochford and Don 
Calemyn handling the boxoffice. 

Monte Shaff, general manager 
for Martin & Feuer, making plans 


“Guys and Dolls” starting Oct. 5. 

Bill Fields, general pressagent 
for the Playwrights Co., in to con- 
fer with Alan Dalzell, advance man 
for “Fourposter.”’ Victor Samrock, 
Playwrights g.m., flew in for the 
opening Monday (22). 

Don Boland named scenic de- 
signer for Loyola U. Drama Fes- 
tival. Dennis King and Margaret 
Phillips started the four-week sea- 
son in “Arms and the Man” Mon- 
day (22) with Ruth Hussey in 
“Royal Family” set for next week. 


Omaha 


Rubinoff playing concerts 
western Nebraska. 

Fred Waring show played Sioux 
City Auditorium (17) at $4.27 top. 

Elmer Haines, manager of New 
Fox Theatre in Sidney, has ousted 
matinees that proved popular in 
summer. 

Bill Miskell of Tristates says ad- 
vance sale for Walcott-Marciano 
heavyweight title bout TV at Or- 
pheum Theatre is brisk. 

Clifton N. “Mudge” Robinson, op 
of Home Theatre in Blair, dished 
out ducats to every student and 
teacher in his county (Washington) 
on opening day of school. 

Shipstads & Johnson’s “Ice Fol-' 
lies” billing western Nebraska for 
Oct. 1-7 date at Denver Coliseum. 
Show, which has played Omaha's 
Ak-Sar-Ben for years, is replaced 
this fall with Barbara Ann Scott’s 
“Hollywood Ice Revue.” 

World-Herald is still debating 
replacement for late critic Jake 
Rachman, vet VARIETY mugg. Tem- 
porary sub is John Koffend. Glenn 
Trump, VARIETY mugg in Japan 
from 1946-48, now night sports ed 
of sheet, is bidding for post. 


Philadelohia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Comedian Eddie White is in Ol- 
ney Hospital with a knee ailment. 

The Caldwells, St. Louis combo, 
are at the Click as permanent lull 
outfit. 

Doitie King, songstréss last at 
Orsatti’s, is in University Hospttal 
for major surgery. 

Larry Steele and his Club Har- 
lem (Atlantic City) revue signed 
for the Earle, week of Nov. 7. 

Ed Sullivan cancelled his sched- 


in 


trade banquet (17), because of ill 
health. 

Harry Nagle, formerly with Lar- 
ry Clinton and Tommy Tucker, is 
the new alto sax with the George 
Sommers orch. 

George Jessel acted as chairman 
at dedication ceremonies of new 
Home for the Jewish Aged, and 
Gertrude Berg headed guest list. 

AGVA drive to screen “super- 
fluous” booking agents in Philly 
has been set back until windup of 
AGVA's national board meeting, 
Oct. 6-9. 





San Francisco 


; _By Ted Friend 

ae Kirk making the deejay cir- 
cuit. 

_ Dorothy Shay into Mark Hop- 
ins. 

Wood Soanes, Oakland Tribune 
drama and pix cric, to Canada by 
boat. 

Frederick Freed, CBS writer- 
producer, in from New York en- 
route to southwest for vacation. 

Louis B. Mayer, William Goetz, 





Tatjana Gsovsky and her ballet 


Johnny Green and the Jack Ben- 





ny’s in for the Danny Kaye show. 


Hollywood 


Earle C. Anthony diy 
Valerie Bettis in from Nw 
a Gardner planed in "from 


Flemin 
Tokyo. = Maned 


Sonny Tufts’ wife fj i 
re. - led suit for 
Phyllis Kirk to San i 
vacation Francisco on 
mokey Dawson lef i 
in Australia. for hls home 
Breezy Eason in tow 
months abroad. . ons 
Luigi Luraschi 
throat infecticna. 
Leon Gordon to Bermud 
month’s vacation. 
Coleen Gray planed to Mexico 
City for TV chores. 
Bud Abbotts celebrated 
34th wedding anni. 
Robert L. Lippert returned from 
the TOA convention. 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d in from 
N.Y. to eye prospective talent _ 
Adele Buffington laid up with g 
broken foot, sustained in a fall. 
Olivia de Havilland back to work 
at 20th-Fox ufter a siege of fly 
Nanette Fabray to San Diego for 
the “Star Homecoming” celebra. 
tion. 
Sid Solow will conduct a course 


laid up with 


a for a 


their 


in film laboratory technique at 
USC. 

Marie Windsor back from a 
three-week tour of Korea and 


Japan. 

Jerry Wald and Milton Pickman 
to Dallas for the “Lusty Men” 
preem. 

Herbert J. Yates and Vera Ral- 
ston in town after eight weeks in 
Europe. 

Rex Allen and Bill Shirley re. 
turned from a COMPO tour of 


Indiana. 

Three Stooges put on a show for 
400 spastic children at Bard's 
Theatre. 


Helms Athletic Foundation cited 
“The Ring’ (King Bros.) for its 
realism. 

Suzan Ball returned from Buf- 
falo where she underwent appen- 
dectomy. 

Steve Broidy led a group of Mon- 
ogram execs to Chicago for the 
company’s convention. 

Milo Frank resigned from the 
William Morris Agency, with Mike 
Zimmering taking over. 

Y. Frank Freeman and Cecil B. 
DeMille hosted Nicholas De Fiore, 
Argentine theatre biggie. 


William Cannon resigned after 
16 years as Mervyn LeRoy’s assist- 
ant to go into private business. 

Frankie Darro celebrated his 
30th anni as a screen actor and 
rod 500th role (“Siren of Bag- 
ad’). 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Tito Schipa off to Salsamaggiore 
for a concert. 

Italo Tajo ta San Francisco for 
a concert series, 

Frankie Laine expected in from 
Paris on his European vacation. 

The Francis Lederers like Rome 
so much they may stay here for a 
few months, 

Gianni Agnelli, auto tycoon and 
film producer, hurt in an auto accl- 
dent on the Riviera. 

Col. Barney Oldfield, former 
VARIETY mugg, through here on 
his way to Ismir, Turkey. ; 

_Swedish actress Kay Wilkins 
signed to term contract by Ponti 
DeLaurentis Film Co. here. 

“Roman Holiday,” being pro- 
duced by Paramount at the Palazzo 
Colonna, drew many foreign cor- 
respondents who worked in pic 
gratis. 

Vittorio DeSica planed in from 
America to hold confabs with Ten- 
nessee Williams on directing of 
“Rose Tattoo,” which is to stat 


uled appearance at the automotive yt 224 Magnani. 


Australia 
By Eric Gorrick 

“Greatest Show” (Par) set to 
open Xmas at the Prince Edwar 
Sydney. 
Joe Fearon back from London 
to rejoin the Hoyts’ film circuit 
in Melbourne. ~ 

Virgil, U. S. magico, set for rua 
at Princess, Melbourne, under 
Carroll management. ; 

Only local production unit 0 
work here at present is Charles 
Chauvel with “Jedda.” 

Borovansky Ballet to tour New 
Zealand under— tie — Williamson 
management after plush local ru? 

Al Daff, Universal veepee. ke 
make another quick trip here ' 
near future to set plans for 
product. : b- 

Joe Joel, RKO exploitation-Pu 
licity chief, looking for an Ais 
Jane Russell to tie in with 
Kind of Woman.” . tions 

Although building restriction 
have been nixed here unl: ae 
it is predicted that several Mot 
cinemas will be green-lighte 
early next year. 
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HENRY M. SPITZER é 
Henry M. Spitzer, 54, veteran Tin 
Pan Alleyite, committed suicide 
Sept. 22 in his New York apart- 


ent. — 
further details in Music section. 





VESTA TILLEY 

Vesta Tilley (Lady de Frece), 88, 
former British vaude star, died 
Sept. 16 in London. She played the 
London music-halls for more than 
4) years with intermittent tours to 
the U. S. Her husband was Sir 
Walter de Frece, music hall pro- 
ducer, who died in’ 1935. Miss Til- 
Jey retired in 1920. 

‘vee Mattida Alice Powers, 
daughter of a music-hall emcee, 
Miss Tilley debuted at age five in 
boy's garb and in later years be- 
came w.k. in the U. S. and Britain 
for her male impersonations. She 
was best known for her rendition 
of such songs as “Strolling Along 
with Nancy,” “The Pet of Rotten 
Row.” “Burlington Bertie,” “Jolly 
Good Luck to the Girls Who Love 
a Sailor’ and “The Piccadilly 
Johnny with the Little Glass Eye.” 
After her appearance in “Sinbad” 
at the Drury Lane Theatre, Lon- 
don. in 1882, she toured the British 
Isles and the U. S. In America, she 
played at Tony Pastor’s on 14th St., 
N.Y.. and starred in “Algy” in Chi- 
cago and “My Lady Molly” on 
Broadway. She also appeared with 
Weber & Fields in vaude here. 

After her reputation was estab- 
lished. she never deviated from 
her male impersonations and never 
permitted publication of a photo 
of herself in any but male costume. 
Her retirement was marked by a 
farewell performance at the Lon- 
don Coliseum where a testimonial 
signed by more than 1,000,000 peo- 
ple was presented to her. 


EDWARD N. RUGOFF 

Edward N. Rugoff, 62, veteran 
theatre operator and film exhib, 
died Sept. 17 in New York after a 
brief illness. He was partnered 
with Herman Becker in the Metro- 
politan Motion Picture Theatre 
Assn., which operated the Sutton 





IN MEMORIAM 


$#lose 


September 27, 1947 
We'll always miss 


THE STAFF OF WARNER'S MUSIC COS. 





Theatre, Eighth St. Playhouse, and 
i and Beekman Theatres in 


Rugoff & Becker started their 
theatre operations in the 1920s in 
Brooklyn with the Marlboro and 
Benson. In 1929 they took over 
the Brighton, Brooklyn, which 
served as a legit tryout house for 
several years. They also inaugu- 
rated the open-air-roof theatre plan 
with the Park Theatre, Brooklyn. 
The Brighton later became part 
of the strawhat circuit playing le- 


' git shows at pop prices. They sub- 


sequently purchased the Castle 
Theatre, Long Beach, L. I, for a 
summer stock policy. 

Rusoff helped in the develop- 
nient of the subway circuit, a chain 
of theatres in Brooklyn and the 
Bronx which played legit attrac- 
tions. He also was an advocate of 
art house comfort and had in- 
stalled in the Beekman, which was 
built several months ago, seats fea- 
turing rocking chairs and passage 
Space between each seat. 

Surviving are his wife, a son, 
a brother and three sisters. 


_.....FRANCES ALDA. ..... 
oo eg > (Mrs. Ray Vir Den), 
ormer etropolitan Opera 
died Sept. 18 in Venice. Mer 
usband is chairman of the board 
SI Lennen & Mitchell, ad agency. 
t ie previously had been married 
o Giulio Gatti-Casazza, late gen- 
= manager of the Met Opera 
i, They were divorced in 1928. 
ime, Alda, nee Frances Jean 
o.oo a New Zealander, debuted 
P, age 22 at the Opera Comique, 
=. After appearing at Theatre 
Cont Monnaie, Brussels; Covent 
Mie London, and La Scala, 
~ ae she was brought to the Met 
a tratti-Casazza in 1908. She was 
. Met for the next 21 seasons 
Mimi. ic than 40 voles including 
role. of «u% Boheme,” the title 
gu Bp Manon Lescaut,” Mar- 
me, te in “Faust,” Juliet in “Ro- 
in “Oren Juliet,” and Desdemona 
eed ello.” She also created the 
DameepoPrano roles in Walter 
y, Jrosch’s “Cyrano de Bergerac,” 
Hep” Herbert's “Madeleine” and 


Nichi Hadley's “Cleopatra's 





Tr 
Conceste Vida also gave 60 to 100 
erioime  ycaeh season. Her rep- 
Sones ;m¢luded more than 500 
in seven languages. She 


OBITUARIES 


-vin- thet field; -and-pians instruction 





gave her first radio concert in 
1925. Her autobiography, ‘Men, 
ge and Tenors,” was published 
n a 


H. T: WEBSTER 
H. T. (Harold Tucker) Webster, 
| 67, cartoonist creator of “The Timid 
Soul” and several other comic 
series, died of a heart attack Sept. 
22 in Stamford, Conn. 


Webster also was a cartoon critic | 
of radio and television in “The | 
Unseen Audience” series. His strips 
and panels appeared six days 
weekly in the N. Y. Herald Tribune 
and 121 other papers in the U. S. 
and Canada. His Sunday panel of 
“The Timid Soul” was published 
in 30 outlets. Webster and his as- 
sistant, Herb Roth, worked far in 
advance so the cartoons will con- 
tinue to appear for the next several 
months. 


Webster first joined the staff of 
the Tribune in 1919. He moved to 
the N. Y. World in 1923 and re- 
turned to the Trib and its syndi- 
cate in 1931. He began his cartoon- 
ing career for the Denver Post in 
1902. He subsequently worked for 
the Chicago Daily News, Chicago 
American, Chicago Inter-Ocean 
and the Cincinnati Post. He won a 
special Peabody Award in 1950 for 
his criticism of radio entertain- 
ment in “The Unseen Audience.” 

Survived by his wife. 


AUSTIN STRONG 
Austin Strong, 71, playwright, 
died Sept. 17 in his summer home 
at Nantucket, Mass. He was best 
known for “Seventh Heaven,” 
which was produced in 1922 and 
ran for 704 performances at the 
Booth Theatre, N. Y. It starred 
Helen Menken and George Gaul. 
“Heaven” was adapted to the 
screen twice—a silent pic in 1927, 
starring Janet Gaynor and Charles 
Farrell and a sound pic 10 years 
later starring James Stewart and 
Simone Simon. In recent years 
there’s been talk of adapting the 

drama into a musicomedy. 
Strong also penned “Three Wise 
Fools,” originally produced in 1918 














Gumble 


and revived in 1936, “The Exile” 
(1903), “The Little Father of the 
Wilderness” (1905), “The Drums 
of Oude” (1906), “Bunny” (1916) 
and “A Play Without A Name” 
(1928). 

Strong contributed articles to 
U. S. mags and for several years, 
until 1934, served on the jury that 
selected the Pulitzer Prize. 

He was the grand-stepson of 
Robert Louis Stevenson. 

Surviving are his wife and his 
mother, 


CARL T. FISCHER 

Carl T. Fischer, 74, veteran 
musie publisher, died Sept. 21 in 
New York after a short illness. He 
was head of J. Fischer & Brother, 
publishing firm (not connected 
with Carl Fischer, Inc., another 
pubbery). 

The company was founded in 
1864 in Dayton, O., by Fischer’s 
father, Joseph, and his uncle, 
Ignaz. Its headquarters were 
transferred to New York in 1875. 
The firm began by publishing 
church music and now specializes 





material. 


Fischer was treasurer of the 
Music Publishing Assn. for 20 
years and a founding director of 
ASCAP. 

Surviying are his wife, a daugh- 
ter and three sons. 


NAT D. AYER 

Nat D. Ayer, 65, pop composer, 
died Sept. 19 in Bath, England. 
Ayer wrote the music for such 
standards as “If You Were the 
Only Girl in the World” and “Oh, 
You Beautiful Doll.” He cleffed 
about 1,500 songs. " 

Ayer, whose full name was 
Nathaniel Davis Ayer, scored first 
success as #® composer for the 
1909 “Ziegfeld Follies.” He sub- 
sequently moved to England where 
he wrote the tunes for the legit 
musical, “The Bing Boys,’ which 
opened in London in 1916 “The 
Only Girl” was part of the score 
or that show. He also appeared 
n several legituners in England 
\for which he wrote the score. / 
|Among them were “Pall Mall,” 
ae and “He Didn’t Want to, 
‘o It.” 





sons. The younger son, Harold, 
is a screen actor. 





ROBERT L. SHERMAN 


Robert L. Sherman, actor, play- 
wright and manager, died in Chi- 
cago Sept. 19. At one time he was 
president of the Midwest Mgrs. 
Assn. and a director of the United 
Mgrs. Assn. He managed residen- 
tial stock companies in 20 cities 
and at various periods had 19 
shows on the road under his firm. 

Sherman started as an actor 
with his skit, “Friend From Arkan- 
sas,” which played the one-night 
lecture circuit for several years. 
He was also an author having writ- 
ten “The Drama Encyclopaedia,” 
“Actors and Authors,’ and was 
working on a second volume, at 
the time of his death, of “The Chi- 
cago Stage.” 

Survived by his wife. 


: FRANCESCA DEVERE 


Francesca (Frisco) Devere, 61, 
retired musicomedy performer, 
died after a heart attack Sept. 11 
in Port Townsend, Wash. 

Before launching her Broadway 
career, Miss Devere appeared in 
several Keystone comedies and 
Mack Sennett productions. In New 
York, she was best known for her 
role of “Winnie from Washington” 
in the musical “No, No, Nanette” 
(1925), and her other plays includ- 
ed “Nobody Home” and “The 
Noose.” 

Two sisters survive (every mem- 
ber of the family was named after 
a city in Washington). 


IAN HAY 


Ian Hay (ne John Hay Beith), 76, 
British playwright-novelist, died 
Sept. 22 in a private hospital near 
Peterfield, Hampshire, England. 

- Several of Hay’s plays were 
based on his novels and were writ- 
ten with various collaborators. The 
— include “Tilly of Blooms- 
ury,” “The Sport of Kings,” “A 
Present from Margate,” “Bachelor 
Born,” “The Gusher” and “The 
White Sheep of the Family.” His 
collaborators included Sir Seymour 
Hicks, P. G. Wodehouse and A. E. 
W. Mason. Many of his plays were 
produced in London and New York. 


JESSIE LONG GRAHAM 

Jessie Long Graham, 85, legit 
actress, died Sept. 21 in New York. 
Her last assignment was as a panel- 
ist of the tele show, “Life Begins 
at 80.” 

She had appeared in legit in 
“The Barker,” “Sun Up,” “The 
Shame Woman,” “Seven Keys to 
Baldpate,” “House Boat on the 
Styx” and “Tovarich.” 

Two stepdaughters survive. 


LANGDON C. WINGHAM 

Langdon C. (Butch) Wingham, 
56, manager of Metro’s San Fran- 
cisco exchange since 1939, died 
there of a heart attack Sept. 22. 
He began his career in the pic busi- 
ness in Seattle as a salesman for 
Sam Goldwyn in 1923. Three years 
later he became manager of Metro’s 
branch in Salt Lake City. 

Survived by his wife and son. 


REV. CHARLES M. FILLMORE 
Rev. Charles M. Fillmore, 92, 
hymn composer and retired min- 
ister, died Sept. 18 in Indianapolis. 
He wrote such hymns as ‘Tell 
Mother I'll Be There,” “Home and 














Mother,” “I'll Wear a White 
Flower for Mother,” “Mother 
Love,” “My Good Old Mother’s 


Religion” and “My Mother's Photo- 
graph.” 


HENRY C. MATHIAS 
Henry C. Mathias, 70, Toledo 
musician, died there Sept. 16 of. a 
heart attack. He was former di- 
rector of the~old Valentine Thea- 
tre orch and former first violinist 
of the Toledo Symphony. At the 





time of his-death he-was a-seates: 


consultant for the American Mat 
Corp. (floorings for theatres, etc). 
His wife survives. 


ARTHUR L. BROCK 

Arthur L. Brock, 87, who joined 
the Wilbur Opera Co. in 1892 and 
toured the United States with the 
Mimic Four, died in Laconia, N. H., 
Sept. 11. 

The only surviving member of 
the old quartet is now Edward J. 
Groh, also a Laconfa resident, who 
remained a close friend of the de- 
ceased. 


EDWARD C. CARR 

Edward C. Carr, 82, composer 
and trumpet soloist, died Sept. 17 
at his home in Boston. A soloist 
with the old Boston Symphony Or- 
chestra and an associate of Victor 
Herbert for many years, he was 
New England manager of Charles 
M. Sieff Co. 

Survived by wife, son and daugh- 
ter. 











FRANK D. WALTERS 
Frank D. Walters, retired Hart- 
ford City, Ind., theatre proprietor 
who owned the Orpheum and Jeff- 








Surviving are his wife and two 


ferson there and another theatre 


in Montpelier, Ind., died Sept. 16 
in Hartford City. ‘ 

His wife, a grandson and two 
great-granddaughters survive. 





JOSEPH NORIEGA 

Joseph Noriega, 52, film producer 
and former RKO editor, died Sept. 
14 in Mexico City after a heart at- 
tack. 

After 15 years with RKO, Noriega 
moved to Mexico to produce for 
Ramex Productions. Interment 
was in Hollywood. 


RALPH O. BERST 


Ralph O. Berst, 64, Dayton, O., 
theatre musician and one-time 
bandleader for Ringling-Barnum 


Circus died Sept. 15 in Dayton. He 


was former prexy of the musicans’ 
union there. 

His wife, a brother and two sis- 
ters survive. 





MRS. LOUIS BROMFIELD 

Mrs. Mary Bromfield, 60, wife of 
novelist Louis Bromfield, died of a 
heart ailment Sept. 15 at Malabar 
Farms, her home near Mansfield, 
O. She wrote magazine articles. 
fiction and essays. 

Her husband and three daugh- 
ters survive. 





Ruby D. Sanche, 68, newspaper 
and radio ad exec, died Sept. 19 
in Waukegan, II] He was asso- 
ciated with WSAU, Wausau, Wis., 
from 1937 until 1942 and was ad 
manager of the Mankato (Minn.) 
Free Press until last year. 





of the Broadcast Advertising 
Bureau; died from injuries suffered 
in a football practice scrimmage at 
Iona Preparatory School, New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y., Sept. 17. 





Savel Kwartinh, retired “Jewish 
cantor and former Met Opera 
singer, died Sept. 22 in Brooklyn. 
He made recordings of religious 
songs in the U. S. and abroad. 





George Ernest Marlow, 66, di- 
rector of Hallamshire Cinemas 
Ltd., died in Sheffield, England, 
recently. He was a former Lord 
Mayor of Sheffield. 





Charles W. Lex, 64, stage man- 
ager of the Ohio Theatre, Mans- 
field, O., died of a heart attack 
Sept. 16 while at work. His wife 
and four sisters survive. 





member of the comedy duo of Wal 
& Rosa, died in Wellingborough, 
England, Sept. 3. 





Scott Haskins Marble, 66, retired 
theatre executive, died Sept. 13 at 
his home in North Hollywood. 





Carl F. Horn, 73, dancing in- 
structor for 47 years, died Sept. 14 
in Los Angeles. 





Mother, 80, of Stanley Garvey, 
Paramount story editor, died Sept. 
14 in Hollywood. 





Oliver J. Eckhardt, 79, retired 
motion picture actor, died Sept. 
15 at his home in Hollywood. 





Walter Seaton, 80, film director, 
in Hornsea, Yorkshire England, re- 
cently. 





. Mrs. Clara Getthelf Husserl, 75, 
former concert pianist, died Sept. 
20 in Newark, N. J. 





Richard H. Phillips, 84, designer 





Timos Moraitinis, 78, Greek 


playwright, died Sept. 21 in Athens. 





Pic’s N. Y. Preem 


Continued from page 4 jae 





She was recently granted partial 
judgment of $6,000 against Alsa 
and Salkind in N. Y. Supreme 
Court by Justice Saypol, who held 
that the defendants offered no facts 
to disprove the actress’ claim she 
had not been paid for her services 
under a 1949 agreemtn. In addi- 
tion, the pact also stated she was 
to receive another $3,500 if the 
picture were released in the U. S. 

A Walter Gould presentation, 
“Black Jack” originally was sched- 
uled to open at the Palace Friday 
(19), but the unveiling has been 
postponed to Oct. 10. A spokes- 
man for the film’s distributors, 
Classic Pictures, ascribed the de- 
lay to merely a “booking prob- 
lem.” 
venture from a screenplay by him- 
self and Charles Spaak. Yarn is a 
love story against a background of 





smuggling and murder. 


Son, 16, of W. B. Ryan, president | 


Walter Elliott 69, formerly a} 


Julien Duvivier directed the ; y 
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‘Masquers Revel’ 
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charity. Show is themed to the 
200th anni of show biz in the U. S. 





Impressive talent lineup in- 
‘cludes Lionel Barrymore, Jack 
|Berny, Edgar Bergen, Joe E. 


Brown, George Burns, Eddie Can- 
| tor, Jack Carson, Charles Coburn, 
| Ronald Colman, Dan Dailey, Den- 
|nis Day, William Demarest, Wil- 
lliam Farnum, Frank Fay, George 
Givot, Phil Harris, George Jessel, 
Art Linkletter, Edmund Lowe, 
| Nick Lucas, Gordon MacRae, Tony 
| Martin, Dennis Morgan, Gene Nel- 
| son, Snub Pollard, Will Rogers, Jr.; 
| Mickey Rooney, The Sportsmen, 
| Danny Thomas, Jeanne Cagney, 
Ellen Drew, Joan Evans, Piper Lau- 
rie, Virginia Mayo, Ann Miller, 
Debra Paget, Ann Sheridan, Jan 
Sterling, Elaine Stewart and Miss 
Universe. 


Motion Picture Producers Assn, 
as well as all studio organizations, 
allied unions and industries, plus 
chain and independent exhibitors, 
have gotten behind the drive. 

Co-chairwomen of the femme 
committee are Loretta Young, Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, Mary Pickford and 
Irene Dunne. Serving with them 
are Lucille Ball, Mona Freeman, 
Greer Garson, Sheilah Graham, 
Hedda Hopper, Dorothy Kirsten, 
Ida Koverman, Ann Miller, Mau- 
reen O'Hara, Louella Parsons, Jane 
Powell, Debbie Reynolds, Esther 
Williams, Cobina Wright, Teresa 
Wright, Jane Wyman, Ann Sothern 
and Rosemary Clooney. 

Harry Joe Brown and Joe E. 
Brown are co-producers of the 
show, which is being staged by 
LeRoy Prinz, Ralph Murphy, Nick 
Castle and Billy Daniel. Manny 
Harmon is musical director. 








MARRIAGES 


Elaine Marie Kirchner to John 
Francis Spaulding, Cleveland, Sept. 
13. Bride is operetta singer. 

Patricia Hanst to Bill Brant, 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. Groom is on 
the staff of WDTV there. 

Audrey Totter to Dr. Leo Fred, 
Hollywood, Sept. 20. She’s a screen 
actress. 

Helen Anne Carr to Philip Colo- 
simo, Exeter, N. H., recently. 
Bridegroom is former member of 
Sonny Dunham's orch and is now 
manager of Mal Hallett’s band. 

Edith Piaf to Jacques Peals, New 
York, Sept. 20. Both are French 
singers who opened recently in 
New York; bride at the Versailles, 
groom at La Vie en Rose. 

Jacqueline Billingsley to Alex- 
ander I. Rorke, Jr., New York, 
Sept. 18. Bride is a TV actress and 
daughter of Sherman Billingsley, 
Stork Club, N. Y., boniface. A 

Carolyn Adair to John Daniel 
Heller, Cleveland, Sept. 20. Bride 
had lead femme role in Australian 
company of “Oklahoma.” 

Winifred Parker to Greer Walk- 
er, Portadown, Ireland, recently. 
Groom is producer with Portadown 
Arts Theatre. 

Joan Von to Sid Garris, Boston, 
Sept. 19. Bride is a musicomedy 
actress currently in “Bagels and 
Yox”; groom is a disk jockey at 
CKLW, Detroit. 














BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Mario Alioto, 
daughter, San Francisco, Sept. 10. 
Father is opera and concert bari- 


of ig ey i — Fair, died cone. and Mrs. Marvin Rothen 
: Mr. . 4 
Sept. in Cleveland. berg, son, Sept. 15, New York. 


Mother is former CBS flack; father 
-ig-direeter with Transfilm,-N. Y. 
vidpic »utfit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walt McGowan, 
son, Hartford, Sept. 19. Father is 
news editor of WCCC there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andy Rice, son, 
San Antonio, recently. Father is 
operator of the Circus Club there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Gottlieb, son, 
Sept. 17, New York. Father is pro- 
motion manager and associate edi- 
tor of TV Guide. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wally Branch, son, 
Hollywood, Sept. 17. Father is 
manager of the Captain’s Table 
there, 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rineheart, 
son, Pittsburgh, Sept. 13. Mother 
is daughter of Dave Tyson, WCAE 
deéjay there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Noel Holland, son, 
London, Sept. 18. Mother is Nor- 
wegian screen actress Greta Gynt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rusty Lane, son, 
New York, Sept. 16. Father and 
mother (Sara Anderson) are actors. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Levitt, 
daughter, Trenton, N. J., recently. 
Father is salesman with WOV, 

Y 





Mr. and Mrs. Don Keefer, son, 
: Bronxville, N. Y., Sept. 18. Mother 
is film actress Catherine Mcl.eod; 
| father is legit and film actor. 
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Starring in— 


“THE STARS ARE SINGING” 


(Soon to Be Released) 


“GIRLS ARE HERE TO STAY” 


Starting Production October 20th 
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DIRECTION 


Personal Management—SHRIBMAN - TROTTA 





